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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO 
THE SEVENTH EDITION. 



March 30. i798« 

.1- H E Poem on the Pursuits of Literature being 
out of print> I have revised it with great care. 
1 have indeed incurred some censure from the 
very attemion which I have repeatedly given 
to it. Yet I am stiU of opinion^ that 00 man 
of candour and reflection cduld wish to see any 
mistakes continued without correction, or the 
various parts of it again presented to the publick, 
without improvements and additions to the poetry 
and notes^ as circumstances arose to prompt 
or to reqtiire them. This is all which I havQ 

dono 
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dwic from time to time. Though words are 
irreyottblri yet tfee lart corrections of siny author 
should be considered ^ the sense which \\c 
wishes to express or to enforce. Impertinence 
ftnd falsbood 1 have at • all times de^sed and 
neglected* It will be seen however, that, by 
omissions and. alterations^ I have expressed a 
liberal concern for my unintentional mistakes, 
with the spirit and breeding of a gentleman^ 

Addttions made to a history, or to any prd^ 
fessed work of science, may .(if it ,be tliouglit 
worth the trouble) b^ prii^ted separately. Bui 
in a coiDposition of this nature^ a moment's 
consideration will suggest to any .man, that it 
is impracticable. 

Tlie following, or similar, words are recorded 
to have been once delivered in Parliament a 
few years before the Rebellion in 1745* 
J shall apply the spirit of them to the ^n^mie? 

of 
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of the princijiks of this work, but Hot to the 
enemies of the work itself The words are 
these* " The heat which has offended chem 
^« is the ardour of convictioa, and that zeal 
^ for the service of my country, which neither 
^ hope nor fear shall influence me to suppress* 
^^ I will not sit unconcerned when ("puHLicic) 
** LiBEltTY is threatened or invaded, nor look 
^* in siJence upon {intended) Publick RoBBfiRV. 
** I will exert my endeavours, at whatever 
^ hazard, to drag the aggressors to justice^ 
** whoever may prottct'tkemy and whoever mat 

** (ULTIMATEtY) PARTAKE OF THE (»ATI- 
« ONAL) PLtTNDER!" 

It is rem^kable: the Speaker was William 
Pitt; the Reporter, SATtfUEL Johnson.-^ 
No more* 

f Sec Dr. Johnson^s Ptrfitmentary Debates ia 174 c. 
Vol. X. p. 307. 

THE 
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Aia At/0^piiaf Koci Et/^juuft^v 



T'O T'HE READER. 



JlR.EGOmmrnd the following anecdote to fa« 
gacious perfons who know all authors (and me among the 
reftjbythcdr ftylc, or by any other certain or infaliitU. 
iign. The anecdote is kpown tp thofe who are ;^curate>y 
versed in literary history, Julius Scaligeir wrote and 
puMiflied anoraftton, without his name, againft the famous 
trad by E^rafmus, called ^iccronianus. Erafmus, having 
perafed it, immediately, ' (and upon conviflion as he 
thought,) fi^ed upon Hieronimus Aleander, who was af- 
terwards made an Archbifliopby Leo X. and a Cardinal by 
Pope Paul the Third, as the author of the. whole, or of the 
greatest part of it, by signs which he conceived to be cer- 
tain and infallible. These signs were -stfong^ indeedii 
His phraseology, hU manner of speaking, his peculiar dic- 
tion, his habks of life, and even the very intercourse 
which Erasmus had d;^ily with him. Nay, his genius and 
disposition were so evident, that Aleander could not 

A be 
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be ipore intimately known tp himself^ than he was t^ 
Erasmus, Yet Erasmus was mistaken entirely. 
His judgment and sagacity will not be (Questioned* But 
liear his own words, for on such an occasion as the present 
they are particularly remarlKible. *• Ex pAxasi^ ex ore, tx, 

V locutione, aliisque compluribus, mihi persuasi hoc opus 
•• maxima saltern ex parte, essd Hieronimi AleandrJ. Nam 

V mihi Genius illius ex domes tico convictu adeo cognitus per* 

V spectusque est^ ut ipse sibi non possit esse noti0r /t/* 

I recommend this anecdote to the consideration of those^ 
persons, who from random conjecture, without any know* 
edge, or any proof whatsoever, continue to ascribe th<^ 
following worf, to men, who ar^ all equally guiltless 9^ 
my labours, and , all equally ignorant of m)f intentions* 
But I believe, no gentleman to whom it either, has been» 
or may hereafter be, liberally or iUit)erally attributedt will 
fio far forget bis character, as to appropriate x^zy composi- 
tion to himself. •' The Town's enquiring yet;" arid will 
enquire, as I think, for a long time, 

I am pf opinion, tha^ if the Poem is read once withou^ 
reference to the notes, the plan, connection, and manner 
of it wiU be perceived. I may add, that, T^he first D.ia-. 
logue was ^rst, published in May 1794. the Second and 
Third in June 1796, and the Fourth in July 1797- v 

I Erasmi Epist. 370. c. 1755. Qp. FoJ. Ed. Opt. l-ugd. 
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AN. • ■ •■ 

I NTRODU CTO RY LETTERt 

TO 

A FRIEND. 

On the general Subjea oftbefoItowmgPoem on the^ 
Purfutts (ff Literature. : 



Nel cerchio accolto, 
Mormoro potentissime parole ; ' . 

Giro tre volte alV Orunte'W volto, 
Tfe volte aj regni ove dechina il Sole ; 
**^ Onde tanto indugiar ? forse attendete 

^* VOCI ANCpRPlU POTENTI, O PlU SECRETE?' 

Tasso Q. L. Cant. 13. 



pEAii Sib, • 

xxS the publick have thofigl^t proper to pay some atten- 
tion to the following Poepi 911 the Pursuits of Literaturcf 
the parts of which I have presented to their consideration; 
and for their 'iise, at yarious intervals; I have now col* 

A 2 lected 



t This Letter vifas first prefijfed to the Fifth Edition of the 
P* ofi L. collected for the 'first time into one volume in De- 
cember 179;^; and published ia January 1798. 
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lected the whole into one volume, after such a rtv'mon 
and correction as appeared to he necessary. It gives me 
pleasure to address this Introduction to you. As a mark of 
iny fri^ridihip, I Irust it b decisive. 1 always though! 
With Junius, that a printed paper receives very little con- 
sideration from the most respectable signature. But I 
would not be understood to insinuate* with that great and. 
consummate writer, that my name would carry any weight 
with it. I must own however, that 1 smile at the various 
authors to whom my work is ascribed. Doctors, Drama- 
tick Writersi Royal Tr^asurfers, Diyinei, OrsUbts, Law- 
yers, Greek Profesfiors, SchooUmastisrs, Bath guides, and 
jphysicians, have all been named with confidence. Some- 
times the whole is written by oitls ihiil, it others, ten or 
perhaps twenty are concerned in -it. Criticisms and dis- 
• senting conjecliii-es on the subject are alike the object of 
my ineffable contempL Jvtore sagacity must be exerted 
than the Ardelips bJF the day are masters of, who are so 
kind as to think of me, who most certainly never think of 
them. Vt is however my resolution, that Jiot one of these 
idle tdrijcctufes shall ever be extended to you. *' Quid 
**det)[ife aiii rbcj^uahtur, IPSI vid£ANT; sed loquentur 
**tam^n." It is a voice; nothing more. Prudence indeed 
suggests a caution which I unwillingly adopt, and restraint 
the eagerness I feel for the display of your virtues and of 
your talents. But those virtues must at present be left la 
the testimony of your owti conscience; and your lali^ts 
yitfain thc^e limits of exertidn; in which an undiscerning 
fpirit has too long sufiered them to bexonfined.^ The bird ' 
of day however aiwiiys tpoks t6 the sun. 

in regard to l^ritihg in genei-al, the publick expect 
fxtitber thinks nor j^atitv^de from an author for their iPa« 

vourabfe 
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vourable reception of his work. If it i$ unworthy of their 
notice, it is left to perish with the poetry of Knight or the 
^rose of Lauderdale* ** I cannot indeed affect to believe, 
** that nature hai wholly disqualified me for all literary 
♦• fiursuiis.'H Yet I would rot trouble the pubiick, or my- 
self^ with this new edijtion pf nay P.oem, if I did not think 
it agreeable to their wishes* I am satisfied with the atten* 
tioQ which has been given to it. And when I have com- 
manded a silence within my own breast, I think a still 
small V9ice may whisper those gratulations, from which an 
honest roan m^y best derive comfort from the past, an4 
motives for future action. 

The wayward nature of the time, and the paramount 
necessity of securing to this kingdom her political and relU 
gious existence, and the rights of society, have urged an4 
stimulated me, as you well knoW, to offer this endeavour 
to preserve them, by a solemn, laborious, and disinter* 
ested appeal to my counti^inen. It is designed (o conduct 
them through the labyrinths of literature^ to convthoe 
them of the manner in which the uijiderstanding 9^d af« 
fections are either bewildered, darkened, enerv^^^ed, or de- 
graded; and tp point out the fatal paths which y^puld lead 
us all eitherto final destruction^ or to complicated misery. 

I am not yet so old as to say, with the desponding bdrd» 
.*' Vita. est avidus^ quisquisnon vult^ MtlNDO SECUM Pi* 
KEURTE, «»<?n," Yet I see, with sorrow and fear, the 
political constitutions of Europe falling around us, or 
crumbling into dust, imder the tyrannical Republick of 
France. She comm/rnced with an impc^riqus injunction ' 

A3 to 

t The words of Mr. Gibbon. Posthumous Works, 4(0. vol. I. 
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-to the surrounding nations not to intierpqse in WdoiflclJ 
tick government, while at the very same moment, she 
herself was interfering and disturbing them all. She has 
indeed terminated in the change or overthrow of each of 
them, but of this kingdom* 

Frenchmen were always brutal, when unrestralned# 
With their own domestick misery and wicked- 
ness they never were satisfied. In these latter days^ ' 
they have been neighing after the constitutions of 
their neighbours in their lawless lustihood. They first 
-deflower the purity of the struggling or half-consenting 
victims, and then with their ruffian daggers they stifle at 
once the voice and the remembrance of the pollution. Such 
ate their abominations* Such are their ofgies of blood 
and lust. And when their cruelty is at last wearied out and 
exhausted, and demands a pause, they call it clemency* 
"France had been long looking for that, which her philoso'^ 
phers had taught her to term, the parallelism of 
THE SWORD. She has indeed found it. That sword has 
indeed swep# down not only every royal crest, but every 
head which raised itself above the plain of. their equality. 
Such is their quaint atid ferocious language* And now, 
when Englishmen are to be warned against the introduc- 
tion of the horrid system, no appeal is tt> be made to the 
common feelings and passions of our nature, (this, it seems, 
is declamation ;) no scenes of terror, and cruelty, and de- 
solation are to be laid beffore th^m, but dry reasoning and 
mathematical calculations of the quantum of misery, 
J)lundier, and blood, necessary for the production and esta- 
blishment in England of this blessed revolutionary go- 
vernment. But we will not be insulted and fooled out 
of our exiitence, or of our understanding. ** Our sent6nce 

is 
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IS fot open War," till wecanbe«ife. England is still pre- 
pared, and alert, and vigorous, and opulent,. ^nd generouS| 
and bold, and Undismayed. She has not cast away her 
confidence; Among the baiids and asisociated energies of 
England, I also, in my degree, and, very limited capacity, 
will struggle for the principle oF her liJFe. I feel, in 
common with the wise and reflecting, thai the constitution 
of Great Britiih, even with it's real or appairent defects; is 
Worthy of CDiitinuance, artd I hope of perpetuity. Our 
ancestors in 1688 ©hce adopted the wotds of the aged 
Patriarch, '• We have blessed it; yea, and it shall be 
** blessed.'* In this one response, I trust we shall ^11 be 
orthodox 5 and with one heart arid voice condemn all the 
heresies of Oallick policy, in the words of the Alcjtandrian 
'Litiirj^y of old, Tiwv xipscrioifv }idcra:ki/croii r* ^pv(x,y(iMrx\^*'\ 

Government arid Literature are ilfew more than ever 
intimately connected. The history of the last thirty years 
proves it beyond a controversy. Still it is difficult torouse 
the attention olf picn, arid to persuade them of the faftj. 
But 1 have attempted it. I thought it just an^ right to set 
before them excellence opposed to excellence,^ as well as 
error contrasted to error. In the present change of man- 
lierSj opinions, government^ and learning, you may . re- 
inembcr I gavie it as my opinion, in which after some 
consideration you concurred, that a variation is now re- 
quired in the mode of conducting satirical writing. I mean, 
by calling in the reciprocal assistance of poetry and prose 

A 4 iiT 

^~— ... .. . - - — ■ ^ -■ ■ ■ _ , . .^^ 

X Liturgia Sancti Grcgorti Alexandrina. Liturg. Oriental, 
Collect. Vol. 1. p» 107. £dit. Paris, 1716. 

§ Ayada; aya^ii avT£?era|eiV. Dion. Halicarn, ad ||b^« 
Pompeium de Piatonc Epist, p. 757. Sect. i. Vol. 6.^d; 
Reiikc. 1777. ' ^ 
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rrt the samevrork, for the great end; if it is dfeftigii^d fctf 
general pefusal and extended application^ 1 think thU 
Work is the first attempt ot the kind, in the «cttsc w.tch i 
propose. 

rlvfyafffas (TTif apip flPflTOS sv kViVir^. ;{; 

I kno^ not whether I am ibistaken, but as it appears td 
me, the power of legitimate Satire thus extended and 
strengthened with the rampart of prOse, and fully under- 
stood, is the best, if not the only literary support left, t 
am sur^it cannot be construed into an hired service. It 
has nothing in it of professional labour : atid as to inte«> 
jested views of personal profit or promotion how can they 
be consistent with it > It is as true in our time, as iii that 
of Drydcn, (1 will jjive you his own words,) that '* the 
*• common libellers of the day, are as free from th6 impu- 
•* tation of wit as of morality*** Satire ha? another tonrf 
and another character,- AH publick men, however dis- 
tinguished, must in their turns submit to it, if necessary 
to the welfare of the state. The altar and the throne, the 
minister and the statesman, may feel and own its influ- 
tnce. I would express myself with diffidence of any 
Satirist : yet of the office itself, and of its higher functions, 
I would speak as becomes it's dignity and the excellency 
of it's ancient character. Magnijicabo aposiolatum meurn* 

tnmy qpinion, the office of a Satirist is by no means 

pleasant or desirable^ but in times like the present it is 

peculiarly necessary. It is indeed difficult to exercise the 

tileat without an appearance of seventy in the character 

and disposition. Even playfulness and humour are called 

# by 

^— « ' : — * 

I Adapted from the Antholo^ia, p. 393* £d. Broddei. f ol. 
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\iy other ap{>e))atiohf • Leaining is ostentation, censure is 
dftali^ity, and reprehension is abuse. There remains a 
more formidable objection. On a first and partial vievr^ 
it might deter any man fro^ engaging in Satire; at least 
siny man who feels himself (and who' does not feel himself* 
if he examines his own hearth) unworthy and wretched 
before the unerring judgment. It is said to be incompa- 
tibte, if tiot with the profession, yet certainly with the 
practice, x>f Christianity. I am sure, if that is true, the 
praise of wit, or learning, or talents, is nothing worth. If 
private malignity is the motive, it is essentially contrary .to 
the precepts and practice of this religion. It cannot be 
defended for a moment. But if Satire is an instrument, 
and a powerful instrument, to maintain and enforce pub- 
lick order, morality, religion, literature, and good man- 
ners, in those cases, in which the pwlpit and the courts 
©flaw can seldom interfere, and rarely with effect; the 
community may authorize and approve it. The autho« 
rized instruments of lawful war are lawful. 

Satire never can have effect, without a personal appli« 
cation. It must come home to the bosoms, and often to 
the offences of particular men. It never has it's full f6rce» 
if the author of it is known or stands forth ; for the un- 
worthiness of any map lessens the strength of* his objec- 
tions« This is a full answer to those who require the name 
of a satirical poet. What I have written, is delivered to 
the publick in this spirit. If I had any private end or 
maligotty in any part of it, I would have burned the work 
with indignation before it should have appeared. I make 
«o idle appeal to you, or to any man, for the truth of my 
assertion ; it is enough for me to feel that I speak truth in 
the sificerlty of my heart. If I am believed, I am believed. 

But 
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But I may ask with confidence ; Is thcte; in ihh vrbrfe 
on the Pursuits of Literature, aay sentence or any sehti* 
ment^ by which the taind may be' deptavedi degraded, or 
corrupted? Is there a principle of classical criticism jrt 
any part of it, which* i& not just and defensible by the 
greatest masters of ancient and legitimacte cotnpoution? 
I& there any passage which p^ndars to the vitiated ta^te^ 
or to the polluted affections and passions of bad men ? 
On the contrary ; Are nbt the heart and understanding 
fortified unto virtue, and exalted into independence ? Is 
there any idle depreciating declamation^ against the teal 
and solid advantages of birth, fortune, learning* wit, ta- 
lents» and high station ? Is there any doctrine, which a 
teacher of morality, I mean Christian morality, might re- 
fuse to sanction ? A moralist and a divine' have not the^ 
same ofRce with thg satirist; personality is foreign to 
them» ' But it is not sufficiently attended to or believed* 
that when the understanding is enerv?fted, when it once 
loses, what one' of the Fathers i calls emphatically, the 
Tio$ ^poyrKTECJS wyvw xoci 7rg7rwtv<w/x6vpv, when that solid, tcna* 
cious. power of the mind is dissolved, it is then open to 
all manner of deception, and to the impressions of so* 
phistry in literature, government, philosophy, and religion* 
On this account, many works and many actions must be 
considered, wholly unworthy of reprehension or notice iik 
^ny other point of view. 

t 

Ignorant men will cry out^ it is a vexatious stit/wfaenit 
isa just prosecution at the tribunal of publick opinion.They 
who would considermyreprehensionsof Authors and of the. 

tendency 

f BauLArcTiiepiscCawreae. Op. Vol. 2. p. 658, Ed. Par. 16 18. 
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tendency of their writings^ as libels, or as libellous matteff 
•re. as ignorant of common law, as tHey arc forgetfnl of 
common sense* or common integrity and pandour. With 
auchmen, every piece of criticism isk species of libel. If 
Ihcy arc inclined to indict any part of my work as iitd* 
lous^ it will be incumbent on them to contradict the great 
sage of the kw, who declares, that " In a criminac 
" PROS J&c u T lo N , /Ae tendency which all libels have to create 
*' animosities and disturb the puhlick peace^ is the Whole 
•* which the lam considers. ''\ I am content to be at issuo 
with them on this point. If any part of my work is ** blas« 
phemous, immoral, treasonable, schismatical, seditious, or 
scandalous," let it be produced publickly, and publickiy 
punished. But I maintain that, under these restrictions^ 
I have an undoubted right to lay my sentiment before 
the world, on publick subjects, pu];)^lick men, ai)d pub- 
lick books, in any manner I think proper. If I amde« 
nied this right, there is an end of the freedom of the press^ 
and of the rational and guarded liberty of England. If 
the matter of my book is criminal, let it be shewn. I ap- 
peal to the Courts and the Sages of the Law. But I 
will not be intimidated by the war-wboop of Jacobins 
and democratick writers, or the feeble shrieks of witlings 
and poetasters. While 1 have power, I will plead in 
behalf of learning, and in the cause of my country* I 
have not, in this work, violated the precepts of Christiani- 
ty, or the law of the land ; and till I have done both or 
either, it is not in the power of any man to decade my ^ 
character apd reputation . with my country. If I hav^' 
drawn any supposed characters, without a|iame or deftig- 
natioH, I have done no more than Theophrastus or*La^ 

Bruyer^, . 

% Blackstojie Comment. 6.4, Ch. xi. 
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Jiwvffae^ I sball not cendetcend to a diicossloh of such » 
aobjecu 

Many passages, and perhaps trifling or sportive allii* 
Rons, in this work to persons and events, are best defended 
by the, general apology of Horace^ " Ego si risi quod 
nieptus PastiHos RufiUus oiet, lividus et mardax videarf*^ 
I shall offer no other apology. I would not descend to 
auch minutiae, if they were not connected wicfa my gene- 
ral design. Yet Sporus ^nd Lord Fanny must be noticed, 
as well as Bufo and Atticus. Perhaps such passages and 
illusions as these meet with the least indulgence. Th^ 
works of Pope abound in them. To contemporaries they' 
afe pleasing and interesting, and to posterity they are ofte^ 
curious. But though I stoop to such tri£es rather tmwil« 
Singly* yet. I feel they are often necessary to the . full 
effect and completion of Satire. A Gentleman Usher is- 
not the principal figure in the etiquette of a Courts but he 
must stand in his place* 

As to any supposed arrogance or presumption ; a writer^ 
especially a poet, will be sometimes warmed with the dig- 
nity and importance of his subject, and may express him- 
self in terms rather strong* The *• sume superbiam" of a 
poet is seldom severely examined. It is an extravaganza 
at most, and understood as such. 

Much^ has been observed as to the defect of plan in my 
Poem, t will say a few words. I wish not to vindicate, 
but to cxplaif%mysclf. The object of the whole, is a View 
of Literature* The Poem itself is, •• A Conversation on 
" the various subjects of Literature, in a very extended 
**^ sense, as it aSects publick order, regulated go vernment^ 

*' and 
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^ ahd pbli$W«a $6titty:* Ndthing is intr^auced ivKitl) tt 
Hot, dii^clly^ indirectly, to that main purpost. It doe^ 
Hot appeot itk llie form of an £pistle» a tnock*epick, or a 
didactick po«fll ; but Ms a cdtlversation in which subjects anb 
4Ucu6ied) as they arise naturally and easily; and the notes 
iilltUfaie and enforce the general and particular doctrines. 
There i« as inuch tnethod and connection, as is consistent 
MA vfhki I state to be my plah, or design, if you like that 
Wdl-d better. Thefeisunhyinthedtstgh. Conversation htt 
k's law^, l^itt tbi^ ire pleasatit, not severe restraints. Con* 
auls indeed do not noi^meet Consuls in Tusculum; and, if 
I am rightly ihformed, the symposiacks at Wimbledon and , 
Holwood have not loo much severity of method, or equa- 
lity in the glasses. I am willin]^ to give my adversaries the 
full benefit of the -sarcastick pleasantry of Lord Shaftesi 
bury, ** that it would be a belying of the age, to put aa 
** much good sense together in any cne conversation, as to 
** make it hold out steadily, and with plain coherence, for 
** an hoar's timet«*' I never desired to exhaust any sub* 
ject^ but to leave matter for the readers own suggestioiu 
I may add, that it would be difficult to analyze one of the 
most fini^ed Satires in our language. I mean Pope's Two 
jbialcgues, or as they are strangely called, the Epilogue (# 
the Satires. ^' 

i am represented, as having threatened any person who 
lo^alies enquiry after me or my nanicb It was not my 
intention to do so. I said, ** it will be more than foolish 
to be very inquisitive^" I say so still; for when the aVe«. 
nue to any knowledge is strongly and efiectnally closed, 
. who would labour after it fruitlessly ? To waste our time to 

no 

f Shaftesbury's MoralisU, Sect. L 
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nomanncr^of.Tise, is notisurdy one of the 'discrimmatmK 
marks of wisdom* I rasfintStin, it hqldiy; no, man, has ^ 
right to d^inand either :Hiy na^ie Cf'rmyr s^iru^tion. It ha» 
been Qbserved on such occasions, tb^t^'.iSQiae might fight» 
•* but others would assassinate/' -For I believe I h*ve n^ 
real enemies, but the lovers, of coafijisiop fkn^ the trwblera 
of states. /J \vill acknowle4gB it,. I cornearnpied into their 
confines, and I come in the darkness .pf ^h^ lyght* But- 
if I were required or called upon to. c^opsj^ my company 
nion, you know I ^ni prepared with the ajnsw^r ftf Piqwecjc,; 

Ucu; av BTTBir OAT2H02 syof ©EIOIO Xa«(JiMW^ 
*0& TTEpi pbEV ?rpo(p|ck;v x^aSi9} x«i BufAOi; oiymvoj^ 
Ev Travrgaci flroyoi(n.:J: 
And if I am forced to descend into the lower regions of 
sorrow and confusion, among the perturbed spirits of anarchy 
and democracy, I shall hope for the safe conduct of the Si- 
by 11. She might produce the branch to the ferryman oi 
Trance and Tartarus. I wotild wish her to exhibit thi^ 
Poem, as the •• Doniim fatalis virgse, Ipngo post tempore 
•* visum.'- But to leave these allusions. My book is open 
to all the accumulated severity of publick criticism an^ 
publick reprehension. I shrink from neither of them. 
When I am wrong, (I have never been so intentionally) I 
will correct myself, and have done so frequently. In 3^ 
field so extensive, candour, I think, will allow that my 
mistakes have not been very numerous. 

As to my poetry or versification, it was not written as a 
vehicle for the notes, but the notes were compo&ed to ac- 
company 

1 II. 10. V. ^42. 
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fpitjmpatty Ae text, I offer the poetry- to those wlio ara 
conversant with the strength, simplicity, and dignity ol ^ 
Dry den and Pope, and them alone, I submit both my 
Poems, V The Pursuits of Literature, and The Intperial 
jEpistle,-* in thi$ spirit and ^ith dsus confidence to the pub* 
lick, Th^re are in^u, (and women ^) who understand. 
Put a$ tp the lovers of exotick* poetry, I refer ttem to the 
Bot^nick Garden of JDr. Darwin. My plants and flpwen 
are prcnjuced and cherished by the natural invigorating 
influence of the common sun j I have not ra^ised them by 
j^ifiqial heatt 

If the root of a tree is sound and vigoroui, you strengr 
then the shoots by repressing their luxuriance* I approve 
and ^ould uphold our sacred and civil establishment! I 
would therefore mark the aberrations and misconduct even 
(>f men of talents and virtue, who compose it. I would 
$hew, %h^ I am strictly impartial. I can censure,' with 
discrimination, even where I generally approve, andconsi* 
der nothipg but the interest of the state upon the whole. 
Jt is to n^isunderstand or to misrepresent me, when it is as« 
;erted that I attaqk alike friends and foes. I attack no man 
\n his individual capacity. I have nothing to do with the 
yanity or injudiciouii qonduc^ of friends, but as they affect 
the community; and I can have no personal malignity 
against thipse of. whom I am personally ignorant. But they 
§hal| neither disturb nor overthrow th(^ state of England, 
civil or religious, if any pbservations of mine, can avail. 
They may wish to k;;iow me; but they may depend upon it, 
J will never give a proof of my spirit at the expence of , 
jny unclerst^uiding. 

» . ' I would 
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I would sot hive you or any man think, that I eUtt isM 
a defence of xny work, a^ if | thought k required ooe^ 
Ko. I have vindicated, ii^ a day of turbulence and terror, tho 
authority, of our national government and constitution ; I have 
defended the purity and dignity of religion and. our sacred 
establishment; I have pleaded the caute of sound literature 
and true philosophy ; I have recalled the publick attenjtion tot 
poetry without conceit, and to criticism without afiectation ; I 
^ave endeavoured to secure to wom^n their honour,soeial i^I; 
and happiness, by an attempt to turn the tbougjht^ and heartSi 
pf the inhabitants of this island from ^orks of obscenity an^ 
indecency, froni the morals and manners of atheist^ and de* 
mocratick spoilers, to the wisdom of the juft; I have boldly in- 
vaded the strong holds of impiety and anarchy, plebeis^nortri-^ 
kunitian* I have done all this ; and I have offended many. I 
iiave brushed away the insects of litn^ture whether fluttering. 
^r creeping ; I have shaken the littie stems of many a plant» 
and the flowerets have fallen. I havi^ almost degraded myw 
self by an attention to minute objects in the servicer of die . 
publick ; and I am called upon to defend mysetL, No.-r 
My countenance is unaltered ; my perseverance is unbro* 
ken; dbe spirit and tenour of my speech is yet the same. 
My words are finn. Semei oausam dim^ (vtl iierum die* 
turns J quo stmper agere 4?mniM s^liius sum^ accusatorio 

aPIRXTU.t 

As to political matters we shall i^ver want Observers. 
I hate deserters of their duty* on any principle whatever. . 
But I suppose some Statemen Uiink, there. is a laudable 
obliquity and a seasonable fear, for my own part I shall 

not 
— I — -- ■ " I ■ - ■ .. . ■■ — ■ 
f Liv. Lib* %, sect. 61* * H. of C, Nov« 1797* 
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not, on this occasion, invade the retreat of St. Ann's IlilU 
or violate the purity of Drury Lane. If such Statemen are 
resolved to free at once both the Senate and the Throne, the 
•• Saevi Spiracula Ditis *' are open to them ; they may de- 
scend in safety, and disburthen the land. I do not believe 
that the possession of absolute power is in the reach of Mr. » 
Pitt, or of any man. But the continuance of such a minister 
in office will be approved, as I think, while the security, ' 
and independence, and dignity of the crown, the parlia- 
ment, and of the people of Great Britain, are maintained 
against the tyrannical pretensions of pirates, buccaneers, 
and plunderers. I would say to Mr. Pitt, as Cicero did to 
Torquatus, *• Tibi nullum periculum esse perspicio, quod 
•* quidem sejunctum sit ab omnium interitu."J That mi- 
nister has not looked submissively, at any period of his long 
administration, for personal protection in any quarter. 
There is a hardihood about the man, which I love. On 
the broad general question of the time, the publick esteem 
has been commensurate with the royal approbation. In 
this, the policy of the closet, of the senate, and of the 
people, seems to have been one. I am sure, I hope, that 
wherever Mr. Pitt, or any minister, proceeds, he will al- 
ways find a board of controll ; nor would I by any means 
disapprove the advice of an honest Mandarin. But the 
stairs of the palace have now but one flight ; the gate is in ^ 
front, and the ascent direct. The noble Marquis, who 
is now no more in office, may brood safely over beads 
and relicks. There is some propriety in this amusement* 
It is pleasing to preserve the memorial of departed dignity. 
In my opinion, the Moor's head might have adorned our 

B cQin 

X Cic. Ep, ad Fam. Lib. 6. Ep. u 
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coin with the royal GalHck lillies, though the Sovereignty 
#f France and of Corsica is passed. 

I can liand «lloof from the scene itsel?^ but I am no 
stranger to the moving principle. I was not formed td 
wait in t)ie anti- chamber of a Duke of Lerma, or a Dort 
Calderone. A little experiettce is sufficient for the ob^ 
serving. It is ekher my advantage^ or my hiisfortune, not 
to have adopted any profession. I neVer could decide that 
point; But, as you well know, I framed an early and an 
undaunted resolution, (perhaps not wholly justifiable, but 
certainly not degrading to the character) that I never would 
do persona/ suit and service, for cotivetiience or emolu- 
ment, to any man however high, in a subotdiriate station. 
1 framed that resolution ; I adhered to it. Privacy is my 
loti Bfe it so : it is the soil in which learning and reflec- 
tion strike deepest* In these days it is my desire that ob- 
scurity should gather round me. Now and then indeed the 
thoughts of times, which are no more, will bring with thent 
a casual, momentary, doubtful glimpse of what might have 
been ; and often, with the poet of Valclusa by the fountain 
of Sorga, 1 have regretted some periods of inactivity, not 
of sloth, which have passed^ 

Senza levarmi a vola^ avend*io Tale, 
Ftr darforse di me non has si esempi* 

B^t if the laurel, which 1 have now planted, shoiild thicken 
txjund the temple of my retirements the pHlars will support 
it. The materials are solid, and the ground is firm* 

1 have indeed a few memoirs by me? written In other 
days and with other hopes ; and if I could polish the' style, 

and 
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tid reducfcfhem k little into form, I am convinced they 
would not be uninteresting. *** Le koi et ses Ministrts 
ptuiitrt St fairoient lire ces M^moires, qui assurcment ne 
iont pdsceux d'un ignorant.'' But let this pass for the 
present. I am for practicable politicks. I would not be 
driven into measures from which there is no retreat. I 
smile when I am told of love and hate in pcfKticians and 
ministers. These are passioi^s which they never felt. 
Circumstances alone unite and separate them. I would 
irish to act with those statesrrien who would, as far as i$ 
consistent with the dignity and safety of the comitry, by a 
timely concession and a rational departure from too rigid 
principles, prevent those calamities which result from au'- 
ffiority wiQiout power, and expence "Without supplies. But 
my hour for treating these subjects, in tlie manner I pro- 
pose, is not yet 6ome. I must turn to other thouglits for 
a season. 

. When Philosophy saw the Muses standing by Boethius 
in bis affliction, she spolte ih termfs of some surprise and 
indignation.t In our time this indignation would ha:ve 
b^en retorted by the sisters of the sonig. Philosophy has 
appeared, not to console, but to- deject. When I have 
read and thought deeply on the accumulated horrors, and 
all the gradations of wickedness and . misery, through which 
the modern systemafick philosophy of Europe has con- 
ducted her illuminated votaries, to the Confines of political 
d<6athand mental datkness^ my mind for a space, feels « 
convulsion, and suffers the nature of an insurrection. I 
look around me. ' I look to human actions, and to hums^ 
principles. I consider again and agailh what is th^ natuf« 
• -B 2 and 

^t Bocth. dc Consolat. Philos. L. i. Pr. i. 
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ajrid effect of learning and of instruction ; what is the doC* 
trine of evidence, and the foundation of truth. I ask my- 
self, are all these changed ? Have the moral and the natural 
laws of God to his creatures another basis ? Has the lapse 
of fifty years made an alteration in Him, who is declared to 
be THE SAME to day, yesterday, and for ever ? Can the 
violence, the presumption, the audacity, the arrogance^ 
the tyranny of man, drunk with self-idolatry and tempo- 
rary success, change the nature and essence of God and of 
his works, by calling good evil a*^i evil good? I am 
told, that human reason is nearly advanced to full perfec- 
tion; I am assured, that she is arrived at the haven, 
where she would be. I again look around me* I ask» 
where is that haven ? where is that steady gale which has 
conducted her ? I listen, but it is to the tempest : I cast 
my view abroad, but the ocean is €very where perturbed. 
I pause again. Perhaps, it is " the wind and storm fulfilling 
HIS wordV* 

I resume the reJSections of suffering humanity amid the 
wreck of intellect. This was not the ancient character of 
philosophy. The loVers of wisdom, in the best ages of 
Athens and of Rome, always discoursed with reverence 
and submission to the Author and Governor of the 
world. They considered of whom they spoke. If they 
turned to the origin of evil, or to any dark and unfathomable 
question, they frst called upon man to consider the limits 
^f his understanding. They warned him, with most pecu- 
liar emphasis, to beware of those aKvroi «7ropMti, those diffi- 
culties of hard solution, which are but increased by defences 
jti arguments ill constructed. They implored him affec- 
tJW2^«ly. to avoid all that tends to overthrow^ to trouble or 

disturb 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



disturb those principles, which conduct to peace and to 
right action. Their advice was to strengthen the intellect, 
and to compose the passions, not by braving and insulting 
the all-powerful, all-wise, and alUmerciful Creator, but by 
an humble, patient enquiry into his works, and by submis- 
sion to his dispensations. They seemed to be well aware; 
that to him who understood all the bearings and relations of 
the word, Resignation to the will of God was the whole of 
piety. If upon sages like these the light of revelation should 
appear, as tHe regent of their philosophical day, nothing can 
be conceived more august, nothing more ennobling, no^ 
thing more dignified. Poetry and philosophy may then 
speak a language worthy of themselves : 

AUius his nihil esl ; hac suntfastigia mundi ! 
PjJBLiCA NATVR^ DOMUS his contcnta tenetuf 
Finibus,^ 

When we have read' such writers, it is. hardly possible not 
to turn from modern scepticks and sciolists with something 
more than neglect. If to their philosophy they add witti- 
cism and ribaldry, they are nauseous, If to their ribaldry 
they join folly and gross ignorance, they should be driven 
from our fellowship \yith contempt. The continued labqurs 
of the arch Theomachist of the age, the records of that pcrr \ 
petual conflict which he maintained, during the course of 
fifty years of a long and impiou§ life, against the spiritual 
** kingdoms pf Qod and of his Christ,*' and the memorials 
of his desolating days, will all be entombed in the French 
Pantheon with the mouldering remnant , of his bones.t Dust 

B 3 ' to 
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t To the writings of Voltaire the strong words of Eusebius- 
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io dusf, ashes io ashs ! He sowed unto tfcc fle$h, and of 
the flesh he and his disciples have r^^ed dea^ and cor* 
Tuption. All the minor powers of iniidelity, anarchy, sedi* 
tion, rebellion, and democracy, may- pt be dispf rsed im 
England: from their leaders Voltaire, D'Alembert, and 
Condorcet, to the vulgar illiterate blasphemy of Thomas 
Paine, and the contemptible nonsense of William Godwin, 
I feel for mankind when they are insulted by such writers, 
I make common cause with my fellow creatures, and call 
. upon them to rally round the constitution of our humaa 
nature, and to support it's dignity. 

From writers of this character, my thoughts are directed 
to the professors of that superstitious, corruption of Chris- 
tianity, which originally gave occasion to those attempts, to 
which it has pleased Providence to permit a temporary suc- 
cess, to scourge the nations of Europe. I am sure the plain 
simplicity of the Protestant religion of England couW never 
have suggested so daring, so extensive a project. I have 
therefore spoken at large of the Roman Catholick religion, 
and it's professors, and the emigrants and French priests. 
From some observations I have heard and seen on this part 
of my work, you may remember I was tempted to think, 
that I had advanced something new on this subject. I am 
sure the principles are as old and as moderate as those of 
the Reformation. I know that every page of our history 
confirms their Jruth. Have we forgbtten the history of that 

Refor- 

*' " ■ - ^ i ^. -r-i, . r-^ : ::-:r;" 

jucTCiXi i(ry/ji /A£yaXat;p(;B/XEV*i, Hoci ra; TTpo; rn T-J/icrra rois 

ttlfbl'KvVTOg, ^poyOfABV^BlV r» TWV QiKWM-SWV, Kai TTaV TO TftIV 

akzav9^i«2piJi,iy!fs'' ^vi^eb^ De^oostfut. £van^. Libw 4 ScCt« ^ 
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Reformation ? Is *^ the Preservative againrt Popery" bu- 
ried in oblivion and unmerited neglect ? Do we remember 
Mede, and Cbillingworth, and Hooker, and Tiilotson, and 
{ioadly, and Sherlock ? Can we pass by the phalan?^ of 
Statesmen, and Bishops, and Lawyers, who stood forth in 
j688 ? What I have advanced is in substance very old ; 
in manner it may perhaps be new. All I have advised, is 
on the side qf caution. I only declared and pronounced 
solemnly in the face of my country, that a College of 
Romish Priests of a religion hostile in principle and in 
action too, whenever it has the power, against the established 
church of this kingdom, should not be set upon a hill, and 
authorised and maintained by the ministers of the crown, 
and the puhlick mpney of the land. They have been dis- 
persed since that warning was given. I only said, let sup- 
port be administered to them privately, and in detached 
situations. I have pity for thern^ and relief too, according 
to my ability. 

But, *' though I give all my goods (said . an Apostle) tq 
feed the poor and the distressed, and have not Charity, it 
profiteth me nothing.'' What does he mean ? He surely 
means something. .Alms alone, it seems, however liberal, 
however extended, neither are, nor can be, the whole or 
the essence of Christian charity. They are indeed a mate- 
rial part, and one of the best external proofs of it's exist- 
ence. Charity is in reality a principle of general safety, 
of kindness, of active benevolence, of discernment, of 
prudence, of moderation, and of guarded virtue. It ori* 
ginated from Him, who commanded his disciples to join 
the ipnocencc of the dove with the wisdom of the serpent, 

B 4 Wc 
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Wc may depend upon it; the system of Christianity is not 
inconsistent with itself. Surely this is not to teach persecu- 
tion or intolerance, My language and argunients are de- 
signed only to shew, that the spirit of the system of Popery 
yet remains unaltered in it's great and leading principles* 
If it perishes^ it will perish altogether. I love toleration 
in the constitutional sense of the word, as much as thp 
most designing patriot of the day ; but indifference to the 
publick form of religion is the first step to it*s neglect, and 
to it's consequent abolition. I cannot think it a mark of 
intolerance, when I deprecate the revival of the Romish 
superstition in England^. There is an enthusiasm, an op- 



J ** From obvious^ causes (indeed) t^e cruelty^ the tyrant 
^^ ny the impitty of the church of Rome have almost faded from 
** our memory i hut we must bring them hack to our lecoh 
^* lectiofty if ive nvould understand '* the judgments of god 
** WHICH ARX ABROAD IN THE EARTH.'' She IS now persecu- 
** ted in her turn. As Englishmen, we forget her injuries; as 
*^ Christians, we pity and give alms to her exiled adherents, re- 
*' gardless of the malicious endeavours of our adversaries to 
"represent the Church of England, as itlelf interested in her 
*' preservation. But let us only advert to the principles, religi- 
'* ous and civil, upon which we are feparated from that idola- 
^* trous and intolerant power ; and it will be evident that, as 
** a national Church, we have neither part nor lot in this mat- 
** ter. Our causes are distinct and must ever remain so: 
** and we have now more abundant reafon than ever to rejoice in 
♦• our reformed religion. Our fathers obeyed the warning voice, 
** and left her corrupt communion when flip had risen to the 
" xenith of her glory; and we have hitherto escaped the plagues 
" by which she is now tormented." And it may be added, 
that ** as England was formerly (and I trust is still; the bulwark 
V of the Protestant faith, so must she now bp the bulwark of 
«' Christianity itfelf." See the Bishop of Lincoln Dr. Prety- 
man*s sermon before the King and Parliament at St. Paul's on 

/ the 
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V«o-i*of , in the professors of it, -which, I know, never for-i 
sakesthem. It is active, where it's influence can hardly 
be supposed. It is saud to pervade even the squabbles of 
a society set apart for the preservation of our national 
antiquity. With a cat.like watch, it peers and pries over 
every paper on ecclesiastical reliques, and garbles the 
slightest casual effusions of protestant zeal, before it is pre- 
sented to the world. If it cannot be openly recommended, 
it will effectually guard against the least reproach or insi- 
nuation of it's subtlety. Romish Baronets will be busy, and 
Romish Priests will meddle. Perhaps the Secretary to that 
Society knows, whether these hints are true and justifiable. 
It surely will be understood, I am only speaking of the 
spirit and tendency of the system itself. I would carry 
charity with me in my heart and in my hand, but I know 
that charity is, and must be, consistent with a love to my 
country, and to her rights civil and religious. If I am 
wrong, I fear, I must continue so. I have yet seen no 
argument to shake my conviction. 

I would say a few words on another part of my work. I 
have been under the necessity, at least as I thought, of ap- 
pealing for illustration to writers of all ages and in various 
languages. There is an appearance of ostentation in it, to 
which I must submit, I certainly am of opinion with Ca- 
saubon, that it cannot be supposed, " facere aliquid ad ve- 
" ram pietatem seu doctrinam, Graeca potius qum alia 

lingua 

the publick thanksgiving on the 19th. Dec. 1797. (Published 
in Feb. 179B.) It is a composition written with great judg- 
ment, eloquence, and discernment of the signs of the timeis. 
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*Mingoaldquir**'i' Certainjy not. But to enforce mi ^ 
aittftrate ajjy ppwtion, the lai\guage ofpoeti* |ind the digqity 
fud spirit of ancient eloquence and history, in the original 
lifords, ai^ of no naean assistance. The nat^fe and full 
force of tlii^ work could i^ot have been sustained without 
the notes, in which the most important subjects, sacred, mo- 
ral, and political, are occasionally discussed. But I hav« 
generally given, in English, the substance of the aliusionSi^ 
contained in the learned languages which are brought for* 
ward. 

I would not have any one think, that an appeal to the 
higher poets of modern Italy is either trifling or disgraceful. 
No map ever felt the. power of poetry, if he refused his 
homage to Dante, Petrarch, Ariosto, and Tasso ; I mean, if 
their language was familiar to him.' In their primal poet 
there is an originality and a hardihood of antiquity. His 
soul was dark and sullen; it was proud and full of his 
wrongs. Frons laeta parum et dejccto lumina vultu. He 
passed through imaginary realms without the sun, %o the 
confines of light and hope. The day shone full upon him, 
and the beams were from on high. His draught qi men and 
their passions, is eternal. His language was. like himself^ 
deep and full of matter : it's strength and harmony may b0. 
best expressed by^his Tuscan brother : 

Aspro concen.to, orribile armonia 
D'alte querele, d'ululi, e di strida, 
Istranamente concordar s'udia.§ 

... As 

} Is. Casaub. Exercitat. liS. ad Annales Ecclesiast. Baronii. 
§ Ariosto. O; F, c. 16.' 
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As to Petnurf:h ; ^c ^re led by every milder (eeli^ig ta Cm 

xetreat of Valclusa. The strain of the poet is yet softer 
th^ the bree^jc, or the murmur of his fountain.^ Yet was 
he not without energy. His subject was sometimes high 
and holy. He wa$ familiar with death, and his breathings 
were after immortality. He too could desoribe the dis^ 
ruftuin of the mortal veil ^ and the departure of the soul^ 

Svtgliatafra gli spirti eletti^ 
Ove nel suo Fattor I *Alma sHnUrna ! 

J will not pursue this theme ; and of Ariosto and Tasso 
it would be idle to speak. But, by the way, I may observe^ 
that the three greatest masters of heroick verse, in unla- 
boured ease and flowing dignity, are to my apprehension 
and judgment. Homer, Ariosto, and the glory of Spain, 
Alonzo d'Ercillat. I have without intention indeed, but 
with the privilege of a letter, descanted a little on a favou- 
rite incidental topick. For when I hear the language of 
Italy, under these mighty masters, called frivolous and 
light, I cannot pass it without a moment's vindication. In 
my opinion they strengthen and harmonize both the . intel- 
lect and the ear. My references to them are however very 
few. 

I am told, I am forgiven for my Latin ; but f^r the 
Oreek, not so easily. In this particular indeed, I am rather 
lurprlsed that no man of wit has said of my notes, *• They 
" are Greek invocations to call fools into a circle."J Cer- 
tainly 



^ " HtTTrep aTTo ro/v gfft;^60"Tara;y Xst/xwvwv at/pa ri$ v^uol anc* 
ctvry)^ ^£p8r6&i. Such is the harmonious prose which disttn-. 
' guishes the critical writings of the gre^t Halicarnassian. Epist* 
ad* Cn.Pompeiuin,de Piacone. Sect. 2./ ^ 

J Shakf peare's As yoa Lite h. act 2, 
t The Author of the Araucana. 
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tainly there will be Halos round the brightest luminaries ; 
and it must be confessed, that many of my notes have sucb 
a circular appearance. If some galled theologian were dis- 
posed to banter, and to question the validity of my Greet 
ordination, he would perhaps shrewdly remind me of the 
Council of Florence in 1439, when the Qreek and Latin 
churches proposed, as a principle pf union, that tke Greeks 
should alter their manuscripts from tke Latin. He might 
tell me of that celebrated " Foedus cum Graecis,** so 
well known among the sacred manuscript criticks, And 
if I were to adduce from the^ great Erasmus, my " Capita 
♦• argumentorum contra morosos quosdam et indoctos"^; I 
should be reminded by Dr, Parr, that } have not the eru- 
dition of Erasmus, or the gentle manners of the serene 
Sepolveda. Mr. Knight woiild Remand me to the Greek 
alphabet (to any one, I hope, but his own), and his modesty 
would attempt some jucundity from the Lusus Priapi. 1 
will endure them all. I have patience and pity too. 

I know you were surprised, when you found me beset 
with poetasters, and rhetoricians, and commentators, and 
old seventh form boys, that I was so patient. In truth I 
thought there might be some remedy. Yet I will own» 
that when I see so many heads around me deprived of the 
substance of sense, I am perpetually calling for the ampolh 
of Astolpho, that sacred vessel which he brought from tbo 
upper regions. ; 

. •' Che tempo e ormai, ck* ai capi voti macri 

<* Di senna, si soccorri con V a?np'olla :j:. 

But 

" § Nov. Test, by Erasmus in 1595. 5th Edit. 
X AriQsto. O. F. Cant. 38. . 
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BtA I should have too much on hiy htod^ ztA I recall 
toy wisk In the political; as well as in the mere Hteraiy 
world> there is more to do in that way than I can attempts 

* A few drops from this ampolla riiight how and then, oit 
particular occasions, fall on the Minister himfelf, who now 
in his taxes appears as the political Hecaftef , or Diana, in 
their triple forms. Some of it also might be spared for Earl 
Fitzwilliam with good effect ; but I should be unwilling to 
waste the precious liquor on the noble head of his Grace 
of Bedford. Some crests are indeed Vulnerable : but thd 
natural constitution is sometimes so radically impaired, that 
when the head is once opened, it is in vain to think of cloSnj^ 
it. Mr. Home Tooke, for instance, is out of the reach 
of art, I would only fet up the bidental at the bookseller's 
door at Wimbledon. It will at least serve as a land-mark 
for the French, on their first invafion. As to the mtndici^ 
fnimij balatrones^ what can be done ? The most infamous 
are the most contented. But there are minor members of 
the great democratick body, and all have not the same office. 
Yet there is a marvellous use (and they understand it better 

than 

J Hecate is termed in the Argonauticks of Orpheus, 

Tf>i<r<rwcflt|MQvof iSav, oXoov Ts^a; , nri S^titov, 

T«prapo?r«ij Exarw ! (v. 974. j Edit. Efchenback. p. 66- 

For the Diana rpti^op^oq^ look at the gems of Fulvius Uf- 
siaa^r.— It is odd, that Lycophron, in all the darkness of 
his prophetick song, chanting forth the powers, hs Apn; cf» 
TuxTo, couples together Bellona and Minerva, ** Kou 5/ Ewa§ 
K«i Tp«yfvwTo^ ®c«." Cassand, V. 519.— What is the allego- 
ry ? It seems as if war and wifdom might be joined together; 
but the sooner the union can bediflblvcd, the better. 
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flan WE do) in that which every joint fupplieth. I shifiP&M 
leave Mr. Tierney (a), with some little hope, to the difci* 
pline of Cocker and Oldfield (A). He may perhaps improve 
in calculation ; but I think it will be fome time before his 
anti-professional prattle will impofe on another boy- 
committee on a contested election. The drops of the am* 
folia would never penetrate the thick rotundity of Mr. 
Nicholls (c) ; but they might insinuate them'felvcs throu^ 
the zig-zag crevices of Sir John Sinclair's head. If 
we pass to subjects of lighter moment, even the Bavian 
drops from Mr. Gifford have fallen ofiF, like oil, from 
the plumage of the Florence and Cruscan ^eese. At home 
also» I am sorry that his succefs is imperfect. I 
am told, that Mr. Greathead and Mr; Merry yet write 
and talk; and Mr. Jekningham (poor manl) still con« 
tinues sillier than his sheep. 

But a truce to this badinage. Like the Warrior of Ithaca, 
I would appear but for a season, and for a peculiar purpose* 
in such a garb. It is necessary now to assume those higher 
fun£lxons to which I am called, to claim for myself, and 
to vindicate the undoubted right § and hereditary dignity of 
the Satirick muse. 

AATO A' Eni MEFAN OTAON ! €x<^ Gov fUs ^^pgrpiv 

AorsTrpocrfe ttoJoiv. t 

I had 

{«) M. P. for the Borough, (h) An obfcure writer on the 
Boroughs, <^ The sad historian of that tainied plain." (r) M. P« 
for Tregony. 

§ Ss/v^(xov Mo((r«y xrsayoy Find.Fyth* i.. f H^m. Od« 22* 
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. I )xiA onc^ a thought, as you advised tne^ o( anal^'- 
'^lag thd following poem. But to what €ffe3, and (o^ 
what use ? To men, like you, it is needless or prt^ 
sumptuous: to others^ it is superfluous. I am indeed 
tonfident, that when all the personal obje3s of mf 
praise cmt censure shall have passed from the scene, this 
work will be found to contain principles of government^ 
polity, religion, morality, education, criticism^ poetry, 
and literature, worthy of being transmitted to another age, 
I have indeed already said much: but I think, I have 
Something more ' to offer to my country, if the blessing 
of strength and health should graciously be extended and! 
continued to me. I mean, if I see a proper occasion to 
present it, and if England should not be absorbed in the 
vortex and abhorred gulph of democracy and tyranny. 

Still perhaps I am incautious in mf words. I can promise 
little. However that may be, my principle is and ever has 
been, that •* no man liveth unto himself," for his 
own little pleasures, or mean gratifications, or low unworthy 
{Passions, the dirty family of selfishness, which by the law 
of Providence defeats it's own purposes. I speak not ot 
a romantick, imprafticablc, general good, but of the spc- 
tifick benefit which an individual may and can confer 
on his fellow- creatures in his own limited sphere of a£lion, 
by a continued exertion of the faculties or talents with 
which he finds and feels himself intrusted. 

Well-wishers to their country are, above all things, 
desirous of the steady light of Literature, and of the day. 
fpring from on high. Yet whatever they or we may hope, 
the horizon may perhaps be now illuiuinated with it's 

departing 
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^ ffepartiilg beams* I will yet strive to be fiill of hope t 
though in some passing moments of dejeftion, the strain 
of the Florentine poet, in all it's melancholy harmony, 
dwells on my ear: Pensa^ the questo di mat non 
raggiornalf . 

But let us still contemplate the glory which was cast 
round other times, I will therefore conclude this letter, 
by complying with your request in offering you a very few 
ideas on the c^z^jT Satirists of ancient and of modem fame. 
I may be singular perhaps; but if I except LuciLlus, 
(who is known to us only by detached lines and short 
passages,) in my opinion, the fulness of that glory never 
shone but on six poets : " Quos orbe sub omni Jam 
vix septena numerat sapientia fama.*' The charaEler 
of Luc I L 1 u s, the inventor of Satire, was respefted by Sci- 
pio and Laelius. They were his friends. Poetasters, rhe- 
toricians, and even men of high quality and of consular 
rank were often the subjefts of his censure. I know not 
what a modern French Directory might do with a man of 
his character ; but Lucilius enjoyed respeft and impunity 
in the Roman Republick. Horace in the politest age, 
under the despotism of Augustus, insinuated himself into 
the graces of the Emperor : yet he was peculiarly studious 
to mark the obnoxious, foolish, or wicked characters of his 
age. He was careful not to be misunderstood. He noted 
the name, the profession, and the rank of those whom he 
devoted to undying ridicule, or consigned to the eternity 
of fame. Augustus and Maecenas well knew the value of 
such a poet. They looked to the stability of government 
and the empire of good sense, and found them intimately 
connected with literature and poetry. In the time of 

Nera 
t Dante Farad, 
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1^0 tuid Tntjan, JuVttial and Pttstti^ iitHiA a siirerity 
withotit playfulhcss, aftd veiled tdicfhidNr^i ffi'obsctiniy, y^ 
Without being mijuftaerstoodi They tij^pKeS difedtly ait3 
irresistiWy to tht ibrfiosf feelings of thd hferft, callotis aiift 
depraved as it was. The ^rit^rs wettf ;eith^ " spat-ed elr 
neglected ; but th^tr works w^e admired aM tirctilaie^. 
1 kftow iht person to ^ivhoth 1 am n<^ sidArefeiilg itxyseflf 
too well, to enter imo a eritlcisfh c«i ftokte, Juvfe^i 6^ 
Pcrsiusi Mr. Dry den iiideed has dofife it already. 

An ihterVal of ages passed, dark an4 b»-1)tf6tis* ^Bi 
power ot Satire, in It's full arid legitimate streiigfh, wasrievef 
again felt till the reign of Loliis the foUrteehih ot* f'rahce* 
Then appeared a ?oet, second to nori6 of tiis f fcdectssors*. 
A philosopher witliout being wordy, tlfe friend oi s*nsi 
and of virtue, a geritleman in pt-inciplif^ independent iii 
spirit, and fearless of enemies, howevci* powerful Icom 
their malignity or formidable (rotn tlieir mik* This ex- 
traordinary man was Boileau. If 1 am not deceived^ Y 
there is something in all his compositions so finished^ so 
removed from conceit and forced thou^t j such sin ardent 
2eat for propriety in sentihient and in expression ; such a 
sense of the dignity of the huiiian chara£ler, when unde* 
based ; such a hatred of hypocrisy ; such a Idvc of ppnty t ^^ 
such an abhorrence of all profaneness and indecency, and 
even of indelicacy ; that I am not able to name a man 
whose works, as a poet and a critick, may be read and stu- 
died with equal advantage. Even his compliments, though 
rather lofty, to Louis the fourteenth are all conceive<f 
in the language of a gentleman and a man of genius, who ^ 

feels that he is conferring honour, not receiving it. The 
majesty of the Frencli monarch, in tliat cultivated age, was 

C surely 
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surely. as worthy of homage as the deiiy of the ilomajl 
Augustus. To read the works of Boileau with full ad* 
vantage, sojtne accuracy of knowledge, and some, insight 
into the delicacy of the ancient French language are re* 
jquired. ,1 call their language ^^iciV/t/^ which existed be- 
^ fore the revolution, for 1 scarce understand the modern 
d{Z/iiJ.^^ii^ demq.cratick jargoj^; ./Gjavt vir^s muriditias pepuliti It 

: - . A i ^ ' -^ is aI,J5Q. necessary .to have a perception of the peculiar cast 

of the French jpetry, and of th^ construction of the verse. 
An allowance must be made for the language itself, whicli 
is not poetical: as. contradistinguished to prose, but for- 
cible, terse^ and well adapted to the condensation of sati- 
rical expressipn. As a writer, \ think him original. What 
lie has borrowed, ^ he aJipost seems to have restored to it*s 
proper p\acfe. rfe alternately assumed the chata&ers of 
the three great Romans ; and maintains an honourable con- 
test for thd mastery; Equal to either of them taken singly, 
and'*in'the mef it of composition, sometimes their superiot. . 
He is their true and lawful brother. There is. a fra- 
iefnal league between them, which no friend to good lite- 
faturc, good poetry, and good manners^ will ever suffe/ 
tobebrokerii 

Nearly at the same period, after some momentary gleams 
and strong flashes in 'the horizon, Satire arose in Eng- 
land.* When I name Drydkn, I comprehend every 
varied excellence of our poetry. In harmony, stiength, 
modulation, rythm, ' energy, he first displayed the full 
power of the Engl ish language. My business with him at 
present, is only as a Satirist. 1 will be brief : I speak to 
the.intelligent. He was the firft poet who brought to per. 
fcftion, what I would term, . «« The Allegory of Satire.** 

FableSa 
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Fables bdeedi and apologues, and romances, hare alwayt 
been the most ancient modes of reproof and censore. tt ' 
was the peculiar happiness of Dryden tQ give an eternal 
aense and interest to subjects which are transitory. He 
placed his scene on the ground of actual history. The 
reader of every age has an interest in the delineation of 
characters and names, which have been familiar to hint 
from his earliest years. He is already prepared, and feela 
a predilection for the subject. This accommodation ol 
ancient characters to existing persons has a peculiar force 
in the age to which it is addressed ; imi posterity reads 
with delight a poem founded on pristine ^story, and illus* 
trated by the records of modern times. Dryden's power 
of Satire has been generally acknowledged in his^ Mac* 
Fleckooe: but his mastef-piece is that wonderful and un*' 
equalled performance, Absalom and Acfaitopheh ' Hepre« 
sents to us an heroick subject in heroick numbers, a well* 
constructed alliegory, and a forcible appeal to our best 
feelings and passions. He paints the horrors of anarchy, . 
sedition, rebellion, and democracy, ^ith the pencil of 
Dante^ or of Michael Angelo^ and he gives the speeches 
of his heroes with the strength, propriety, ahd correct- 
ness of Virgil. It is Satire iii Wi highest form : but it is 
Satire addressed to the few. Itts not adapted to the gene- 
ral effect of this species of poetry. In my opinion, Dry^ 
den has not the style and manner of Horace, or Juvenal, 
or Persius, or Boileau. Pope called him ^* unhappy" froni 
the looseness of the age in which he lived. He has entfau* 
siasm, majesty, seripusnfcss, severity, gravity, strength of 
conceptton, and boldness of imagery. But'Sprightliness, 
gaiety, an easy badinalge, an occasional, play&ilness, so ne« 
cessary to the general effect of satirical poetry, were all 

C s^ wanting 
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warning to him. Perhaps his genius was to6 sublime.' He 
' could not^ or he would not^ descend to the minutiae which 
are often required, the anecdotes, and the passing traits of 
the time. His satire had an original character* It was the 
strain of Archilochus sounding froin the lyre of Alcxus. 

The Sixth and last of this immortal Brotherhood, in the 
fulness of time, and in the maturity of poetical power^ 
came Popjeu All that was wanting to his illustrious pre* 
decessor found its consummation in the genius, knowledge, 
correct lejski&e. andoondensation of thought and expression^ 
which distinguish this poet. The tenour of his life was 
peculiarly favourable to his office. He haid first cultivated 
all the flowery grounds of poetry. He had excelled in 
descripti(»i, in pastoral, in the pathetick/ and in general 
criticism ; and had given an English existence in perpe* 
tuity to the Father of all poetry. Thus honoured, and 
with these.pretensions,f he left .them all for that excellence, 
^ for which the maturity of his talents and judgment so emi^i^ 
nently d^ig^d hiip. FaniUiar with the grea^; intimate 
y with th€ polite ; graced by the attet^tions of tU fair ; ad-^ 
mired by the leaned ;.« favourite with the nation; inde^ 
y pendepi in All acquired opulence, the honourable product 
oi his genius and industry ; the companion of persons dis- 
tinguished for birth, hig)% fashion, rank, wit, or virtue ; 
resident i^ the center of all publick information and in« 
telligence; every ayenu^.tp kM>y ledge and cyerymode 
of observation were open to his curious, prying, piercing* 
and unwearied tntellecti His works are so generally read 
and s.t.u4ied, that I should BOt merely fatigue, but I should 
aUuQst io&i^lt you by suc^a needless disquisition. 

. " '! . ' * As 
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At a disciple of these great masters, and full of that 
spirit which an unbroken and an honourable intimacy with 
their works has inspired, I now present myself a votary at 
their temple; and in some measure clothed in the robes 
of their hereditary priesthood, I would also enter, and offer 
my oblation at the high altar of my country. But if, un« 
worthy of ihis hallowed investment and interior mmistry, 
the door of' the sanctuary is closed upon me; I shall retire 
without a murmUr, and with devotion unimpaired worship 
in the vestibule. You can best judge of my motives, who 
have known most intimately the nature and extent of my 
studies, solitary so long in their acquirement, s^nd now 
publick at last in their application and in their end. With 
a necessary indulgence for all my frailties, vices, errors^ 
follies, and imperfections, and with the partiality of friend^ 
ship, you, and such as you, may perhaps allow me to apply 
to myself, with some little variation, the words of the most' 
fprvid poet of antiquity : 

Kon tenuesignavopolHce chordas 
Pulso, sed Aurunci residens in margine templi 
Audax magnorum tumulis adcanto Magistrum. 

lam, &c.^Cf 
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DJALOGUE THE FIRST. 



Attdaci quicunqife afflatj^ Cratmoj 
Iratuin Eupolidem prsgrandi cum tene pallcs^ 
^sfice et k^c, tl forte aiiauid decoctius audis ; 
In4e vapora(& It&ot mihi ferveat aure* 

FERS.tAT. 1/ 
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PREFACE 
TO THE FIRST DIALOGUEt 

OP T»E 

PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 



Jl H £ kiportaBce of tb« fiibjcd; of thU Poem, and the 
aec«(fit)&of fiickan appeal to tlis kiogdom a/ /&£r /tW* 
am ihe beft K^^fiMHi wUdi i caa offer £or it*s publication* 
Sui 1^ segavd to the vanotis matters which are considered 
ki the followiiig cximpositibiH I i^Gommend to my readers 
a paflSi^e from a Gol'lecik>Q oi the most pjieasing and inform- 
ing treatises i^Einalttfel phil^sopby which i ever read, or I 
beKeve eirer wer^ written; I mean the Chemicaf 
SiTays by Dr. Watson, Ac ppeseat Bishop of Landaff;:{: 
It is tfai^; ^ Sir I^aae Newton and Dt>. Bentley ma 

G 4 "acci, 

t First printed in May 1794:. 
t Vol. 4. p. 25; 
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f^ accidtntally in London, and on Sir Isaac's iii^ir^ 
*• ing what Philosophical Pursuits were carrying on at 
^* Cambridge, the Doctor replied, none; for-whcir yoa 
" go a hunting, Sir I$aac, yoi^ kill all the game ; you 
^* have left us nothing to purfue." " Not so, said the. 
•• philofopher, you nl^y start sTVariety of game in every 
'^ bush, if you will but take the trouble to beat for it/' 
" And spin truth it ii,*' (qbservcs 3ifliop Watson) ♦•cvcfy 
' ' object in nature affords pecasiqn for philosophic^ expert- 
'* ment.'* I may add, that such a state of society and of 
literature, as the present, a£[ords occasion for numerous 
fxperifnents and observations, wi^o^^ '^X danger of mit« 
tusil interference. 

In this Poem no imitation whatsoever is intended of 
any former writer, or of any former poem. It was writ* 
ten upon no private motive whatsoever ; hut nmply and soleljf 
as the conduct of the persons mentioned or alluded to ^ or ihA 
manner of their compositions^ or the principles of theii; 
turitings^ tend to injluence and affe3 the learnings the go* 
vernment, the religion/ the publick morality^ the puUick 
happiness^ and the publici] security of this nations My 
intentions ^re just and justifiable to reasonable men, who 
will reflect on what has passed and is passing before tbem* 
We must indeed be sensible* .that it is mm no loag^ % 
mere sport of the pen, a llight skirmish, or a random 
shaft, the ApoIIineaQ bell^m pueriie pbarftrse, \^hich i^ 
«/^»^ Remanded ; but pur weappnf x^ust be. instrunient|( 
of war, able tQ break 4ovn ;tbe, ^Upn^ holds of anarchy, 
impiety, and rebellion,, and 9lighty to vindicate th^ 
powers of legitimate authority. In every region of £i:|« 
rope there should have been a Qommon cause. But in no 
kingdom, except Great Britain^ ha^ that ^^use been 

maintained 
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munMniiinJull inUgriiy. While I am writing, we ate 
c^avulted taour center'; and yet in the midst of fear, we 
are impudently and wickedly tpld, (ifere is no cause of 

Talia dum celebro, subitam civilis Erinnys 
Tartdo dc monte facem, Phlegracaque movit 
Praelia ; sacrilegis lucent Capitolia taedis, 
JE/ Sfnonumfurias Latia sumpsere cohortesA: . 

W^ may (for we can) all of u& contribute to the assistt 
^ce,andtb^ comfort, and the good of others, and to the 
i^tabi^ty of iBOcia) happiness. The sword, the . voice* .and 
tV f,ep must be resplutely and decisively called into action» 
for defencje, for counsel, for admonition, and for cen« 
sure* Satirical writings must submit to the imputation 
^i ill-nature, though I see. no necessary connection be- 
tween them. In my opinion. Satire ha$ nothing to do 
with good-nature or with illnatufe. It's office respects 
the publick good alone, and the interests of the community* 
It IS frequently designed to supply tkt lams in all cases 
whic^ are beyond their jurisdiction. From such courts it 
appeals to perhaps a still higher tribpnal, fhat of publick 
opinion, character and rieputatipn. 

Such are my ideas ; yet I am stite' I have nothing of the 
wild American in my composition; I never wished to 
destroy anyjnan, either to inherit his wit or plunder htm of 
his understanding. But I will bow to no Cyrill of Alex- 
andria, to no executive .director of a modern republick, 
to no lordly president of factious councils, of democratick 
Relegates, or of societies in open defiance of established 
autborityin regulated empires* There is darknefs mixed 

• with 

t Statius. Sylv* Libt $• Carm. i.-^Scnmes were the Gauls or 
' French. 
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mkh firei and volumes of snmke ato roHI^I from the 
laoutb of the cavern. I love no atheist French Biibops, 
nor unfrocked grammai^iani in England* Hproe Tooke ia 

still living, and Edmund Burke is no more. Sol QCGU« 
BUIt! I hope Mr. Pitt will assure us of the old prodigy, 
nox nulla ^ecuta est! We must now all assist in pur various 
capacities, and feel and act as publick men. In times like 
these we ipay assume a virtue, a character, a courage^ and a 
firmness, not originally our own. I protest I have no 
private animosity in my nature; but I come forth (boldly 
caiough, I will confess, but as I ought to do) in^behalf of 
my country, her literature, her laws, her religion, and hei^ 
govemmem. Nor would I publish this ' satifical Poem^ 
tut froma full c6nviction of it*s tendency to pramott tkc 
publich welfare^ in it's degree and according to it's sub-' 
ject, when it is (if it ever should be) j/i^f^fi/ and considered 
with impartiality. 



^^ 
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PURSUITS OP LITERATURE. 



A SATIRICAL POEM. 
I 



DIALOGUE THE FIRST, (a) 



THE AUTHOR Al^D OCTAVIUS- 



THE AUTHOR. 



1 WHO once deemed my race of labour' run, 

And camps^and courts, and crowds, and senates shun. 

Still to the publick raise no .venal voice, * 

In the full freedom of a Briton's choice, ' ' 

Through tracts aloft on daring pinions fOVe, 

Where'er by dvity borne> or kd by love* 

• , " Yct^. 

^4»; Firit publishfed inMay 1754. 
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Yet not Unconscious of this awful age, 
I mark what new conflicting systems ragc^ 
Systems which laugh to scorn th* avenging rod. 
And hurl defiance to the throne of God ; lo 

Shake pestilence abroad with madd'ning sweep. 
And grant no pause— biit everlisting sleep! {b) 
Blood-guiltiness their crime; with hell they cope; 
No flesh, no spirit now must rest in hope. 
But under foliage dark, and cypress gloom, 
The{r)sculpturM mock'ry marksand seals the tomb* 

New lights on all, but on the Poet, rise,; 
Still can he smile, and with no murm'ring sighs 
Can own well-pleks*d, that now the meanest bard, 
Bavius, [d) or Maro, finds the. same regard, %o 

Not 

\h) This alludes to the French cIjBcree which m 1793 ^^o- 
lishedy hy lauo^ a futurity of exifience./ Impiety and absurdity are 
the natural consequences of their principles* 

(f) The French have also decreed^ that in every chfi^rcb-yard 
trees shall be planted, and the figure of sleep erected pointing 
to the tombs; and this skep tbey Jecree to be ctfimal N. B. 
This was the fact, when this First Part oi the Pursuits of Litera^ 
ture was/r// published in May I794«i— It may be %9 again, «r 
OKiy be so at this moment, i796» 
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Not as Maec^Aas Once with partial ray 

Illumed the rising glories of his day i 

Whos6 orb thti Mantuaa plains alone would warm, , 

Or beam propitious on the Sabine farm. 

OCtAVIUS* 

Why should yoii write ? the world is now so fickle 
Scajrce^is there room for Sheridan [e) and TickcUj/y^ 

" • ;;;. kvA 

(J) The naifie suggests tlie honourable jnentidn of a poem 
lately published, under the title of " The Bayi ad," or an Imi- 
Uti^n of the first Satire of Persius. Q/v^r tih\ qute taH rtddant 
fro fm-ming. dona ^-^Though the author professes to be conversant 
only ainoog' the j^ejk/Ms at present, he threatens a descent 
upoii tlie ttobier and more relu^aut animals. If this be a first 
production, the poet mud proceed with the consciousness of 
genius: he has ithe ground work of all excellence, good sen«e; 
and a knowledge of juil and. harmonious expression. He has 
divulged bis nRtne im/tru/kntiy. Such compositions require fe- 
cresy for thdf effect; especUlly if they are published at an early 
]ieriod of life,' and sliii more if the poet commences his career 
with Satire, Mr. Pope suffered finre description to hold the flaci 
^ sense for a long time, before he took his proper station. The 
author of r4« Bavlad has uken some pleasant trotubje oif my 
hands* The Mbums^tht Laura- Marias^ the Jermng/u^m* Am^ 
ionj Fasptinsj Mary JR^obimons^ Piozzisand Bozzi's; \h^ PMHidai^ 
Byhsipilast vatum et filoraiili si f^id. UuJfortunately there are 
too many left. ( i )94«) 
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And though in tone sonorous, Withe of grand, 
The loud Laurentian {g) trumpet through the land 
Sound Pitt, and Prettyman, and Rose, and RoUc, 
With strength of Stentor, but Mezentian soul ; 30 
The Doctor may for Fox and Portland (/) vouch. 
With spectacles on tio'sc, {it) but ctnpty pouch* 

Why 

(e) B. 6. Shbkidan, Esq. M* ?« I ttn sorry to say dF ftik 

extraoTi/ittary mzn, that in the realms of wit and humour he is 
now silent. *^ Unus scefitra fiotiius^ eadem aliis sopitu' quiefe 
••est." Why is it so? Politicks are transitory; witiseternah 

(/) Since this was written, the poblick has lost (his very 
ingf n^ious man. He was the happiest of any occasional wrkdr 
in his day : happy alike in the subject and ia the execution of 
it. { mention with pleasure jlntici/mtim, the Wreath of PaxhiMf 
Cs/r. &fr. ^c^ and I wish to preserve the name and remembrance 
of such a roan as Mr. Tickell. Poets and ingetoiotis men, wiio 
write, on occasional subjects with great ability, are too often 
lost in the most undeserved oblivion. But we must recollect, 
that even such a poem as ** The Absalom and . Achitophel " of 
Dry den himself (perhaps his greatest production} waa but 
Qccaiionaly and written for a^rty. 

{g) It is hardly necessary to remind the trader of the poli- 
tical ccmipositioiiof the Roltiad and the Frobationiiry Odts fy 
Dr^ LauHHce and C^mfiofff, (1794*) 
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Why mtist';f» lecfc .thi3'Sjd:C^maM;n 5h^ 
Or v^hy to genius igiwxme >^ictim n^ore i 

AUTHOR* 

■ Forgiveitie: . all cohspire to waste iriy time; 

. I^nguor^ aad . jajfc, and solitude, ^nd ,rhyme .: 
Now while each Sage, tdvfamc and scieh<!e known. 
Or .leaves tl^. fiejd of life, g^r listless .grown, \ 
Reviews hik,fr6phies Witli ah^dle pride, '^k) ., 
^Siek of the dunces Timng-atlin^icite* - '^' 40 

' < • • . .. . ■ .'■ ♦ 

(/) rkrid^Tnot'fof whprti the pqctpr jr^iU Vwtw vouch; Iain 
ttpt called, upon to vouch f of the Doc ton (1796.) 

** Mai^ners with fortijncs^ humours turn With.cliinci, 
** Tenets with books, an^ principles with times." 

' {tij Shaksp^af8''8sqFB,'" fTifisfiictacks m4tos€"4itftd':jiioui^Wi sPJlfi^* 
^am contented sii)>p)y to admire Doctof-'L^iy^iKfaQt^s spectacles, 
rbutlhmve vencvred to ^ualtfy^to/vwA —I wr(^e tAls in 1794*— 
dDoctors ComntDA^ and the j House ol Cdmmoas -^att reoom* 
.mended in all the chk-onick, case».of the i/#/fei^/ iruffiHM^ and 
*arc"fouiid.t(vbe«xceHwitrtfterki*os. (1798'i) - »:J» ' * 

^ .{*) I,aJ^de|QfUch:|>u^ic^^tti^as, *?)Proftf.^,A«ptf«WPfCf^ 

/* //f«f, accmJtoMv^dijf.sme Miches, ^:f(W^^ .i^G«ri'<P'^«W» 

.«* (^&»/of.'*)^ J tj[g»k,. fe9.\jyi|yf r^ th»fcit.J8>A proyi^^t^sd^oi, 

in men of gfeat abilities, !y^C:Mrv^'»*%.V>rf9yft^-J%4P9j>* 

lish what they wish to deliver to posterity as ihir (fwn. Post* 

humous works arc rajcly to.i^^oi^dfr^ in that light. 
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if t may write, Ifct Pwfcus ((; Pnestley tfetl, 
He writes on a/i things, but on nothing vreU i 

Who 

(0 Phieus Pwj//rx.— iTherc U one Very mftfefia] difFci^nce 
between this Proteus and his namesake of antiquity. Of the 
latter it is- recorded, Sincui n&n itlia daiii /tntcd^ta^i now our^ 
Proteus gives fireapt u/tm firict/u^ knc ufm lint ; herm IktU and 
ther€a{iHk\ and is continually obtruding his oracUs upon the 
publicki mihh^tany etmfmht^ at all, Upon every subject which" 
can, or which cannot be known. I believe that Dr. t^riestley 
would dispute very inteitigMy Mpon the famous Germanick ques* 
:lion^ " Utrum ChimarM bombiaans in vacuo Jmsit ewudert m* 
cundas intintimtSf^ As to Dr. Priestley's King-hUtng wishes and 
opinions take a few words : It ts to be rscrbttbd, that the 
situation of things was jn^r^, that the sentbkcb (rfjk\ktVL w 
Charles tke Pirsi) could not be passed hythe whole katio^t, oit 
THXia rbpk«$eKtatiV£S| solemnly ASSEMBLBD/or that purpofe.^ 
Priestly oh Oevirnmeni^ p. 39. Are the words and the meaning 
plain ? How most this tteverend Dejiuiy elect to the National Con* 
Yention of France have eiculted oii the ist oi Jan. 1793 1 ! ! The 
I>epttty^ however^ had the wisdom of the set/ieHt in not taking 
his selit, though he could not assume the innocence of the 
. deive* The late Mr. Gibbon M^ell understood Dr. Priestley's 
character and opinionsy and expressed hiniself strongly on 
that subject* No man of disceroment can .see their direct 
tendency but with reprobation, and sometimes not without 
fear ^hd floi'ror ! ( i 794.X*^Lord Sheffield hits htclly publislied 
the correspondence between Mf. G. alid Dr. P. in the first 
vqlume of Mr. Gibbon's Posthumous Works, 4to. These 
letters are trot unwo/ihy of attention. (1796.) 

f Viff. Georg,L.4., 
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Who, as the daemoa of the day decrees, 
Air, books, or water makes with equal case. 
May not I strive amid this motley throng, * 

All pale and pensive as I niuse along? : '* 

OCTAVIUS. 

• Say, would your thought to Hdnicr-s pomp aspifCt 
'Or wake to loftiest j^PtV^e Pindar's (w)lyre? 

- • • ' — *■"' '- T> i -Go 

(m) Pindar* s /rnr.— In this verse I sJ)C»k of ihi great Thehafti 
but there » All obscure person, stiltnghiitself Piter Pindar, of 
whom r shall say a few words. This, man .cvtainiy possesses a 
mind by no means unintorm^, and a species of humour; but it 
Is exhausted by a repetition of the sami manner, and nearly the 
same ideas, even to disgust. He has the power of rhyming ludi^ 
crously,^nd is sometimes eren gifted with poetry; and fiiidly, 
he IS pnfFed up with a' vanity and self conceited importance, al« 
most -without a parallel, ^his obscure man has contrived, by 
these qualifications, to thmft himself upon the publick notice, 
'and become the scorn of eVery man of character and of virtue. 
Such is the blaspheitiy, such is the impiety, the obscenity, the 
-impudence and the contempt of all decent *respect, which per- 
. vadc his numerous pamphlets in Terse, that the reader is ill re* 
paid by the lively sallies of humour which frequently animate 
this mass of crudities. I form my ]ViAgmtvit/rom his ivorks^ and not 
from any acquaintance whatever with the man. Yjet I hear that he 
breathes a warm cMstitutiwah^^xit^ becausei forsoodi, he has toid 

* us 
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Go then and view, since ctos'dhb clbistcrM cky>' " 
Tlie self-supported mclandholy Gray : («) . r f[o 

Dark 

us in some trumpery ode, of the necessity of a king or a log^ or a 
nail\ after be has perpetually reviled and held up to scorn every 
master principle by ivhich ^^vernm^i^ . and society are main« 
tained* I will not waste a verse on such a character; but say 
honestly and plainly, that though I can often smile and some* 
fimes be pleased with the Tiumoiirantl bh&nfrvnher, yet ^ tlfl.nk I 
perceive such a rooted depravity and malignity of heart th^t, 
frtm the mtslettjdtim'of'his^xi^s^ I csln affirm almost utfe^uivo- 
^aily of this obscure man, in the^ords of the severest writer of 
antiquity, 

Stfipet hie vJtio, ^ct fibrls increvit ^opimwrn' 
• ff*it!gUd, caret c^lpi, nescit quid pefdai, et alto 
•*^Demersus, summa rut^und non buUit in unda.f 

•N. B. This man,*f^ ^orks (now published) amount in valu^ tp 
zhoycjourgusnemi ,hut. we are informed that a set may be had for 

TWO GUINEAS AND A HJkLFIM,4T0» «r/pr,.T.VO QfJlVEKSinfour 

volumes «w///— What an inducement to. a. purchaser! (1794)^— 
Fpstccity (if it can be supposed that such tra^h should exist) will 
be astonished, that the present agC;CouU look with {>atience oa 
suc^; malignant ribi^ldry^ , I am very sprry^ that Mr. Roscoe ja 
hisadmirable life of Lorenzo de Medi^if and The British Criiick, 
(I suppose inadwtcntiy) should give ,^ny portion of it the 
slightest approbation. For shame! 'Hon h^c. in fader at (1796.). 

{n\ This character of Mr. Gray is drawn from the conside- 
ration \A\i\% Memoirs arid Letters^ published by Mr, Mason. 

f Pcrs; Sat. 3. V. 32. 
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Dark was his mam of Ufe^ and bleak the spring, 
Without'ohefostVingra^y from Britain's king, (««)'- 
, Granta's dull abbpts cast ,a side-long glance,, , 
And Levit? gownsmen Bugg'd their ignorance. 
With his high spirit strove the master bard, , 

And was' his own exceeding great reward j (o) 
y^rs without l^ope in tardy progress pass, 
*Till some few grains yet lingering in his glass, 
Me rose late-heeded by patrician care, (fi) 59 

'jrhough private friendship help'd him io the chair. 

Saw you not Masoa stand with down^east eye, 
Whilp great Augustus passed unconsc^pus by ? (/iji)' . 

: D3 'TiU 

(nn) If I have read Mr. Gray's Letters rightly, Ibcjievelie 
i^eiiher sought nor wrshed for royal favour. I wish, however 
that it had been cffered to the first poet and the first scholar of 
the age. ' .* ' ' - 

(^) ♦* lam thy exceeding, great reward'.'* 

GMf/ij, chap. xV. ver. I* 

'• ,» ■ ■■ . . ' I. 

{p) He was appe^tcd Professor of Mo Jem History in the Uni- 
ver«ity of CtmWidgc;,' latein'lifc, by the Dufee of Grafton the 
Chancellor at tbe particular Tccoifimendation (as It was strongly 
l^dkyed} of ,Mfm St0K>£U£wbx. . r 
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'Till wrapt in terrors qf avenging night. 
He starts Macgreggor (^) with jiilatcd might. 

Have you not seen neglected Penrose (r) blppm, 
Then sink unhpnour'd 'm a village tomb? 
Content a curate's humble pa^h he trod. 
Now, With the poor in spirit, rests with Gop, 

To 

(//) The discernment of his Majesty Gborce t^ie Thirb 
in poetical inprir, is acknowledged ia the patronage of Dr. 
Bcattie, Author of The Minstrel, and of Mr. Covrper, Author of 
The Tafk. Mr. Mason must have been overlooked for a particular 
reason. I shrewdly suspect that Mr. Stonehewer (the common 
friend of air. Qray and Mr. Mason) coul4 aecomt for it. (1794.) 

(f ) Sec the Heroick Epistle to Sir William Chamb€«, and thp 
Heroich Postcript to the Publick, by Malcolm Macgreggor, Esq, 
A friend of minp has assured me that I am wrong in tHi« conjec- 
ture; and I must own that the Epistle to ^hebheare^ and x)^tDean 
*nd the Sjuire^ attributed to the samjC author^ have somewhat dU 
minishid^ but not destrt^ed^ my confidence in its probabilityf. 
The abilities of great men arc generally versatile. But s)ft I have 
written the lines, they shall continue to stand as a tribute of gra. 
titude to a man, from whose acknowledged poetry I confess 
piyself to have received oiuch dejight. Tb^ strains of Mqsaeus 
and the Pru|d tpinstreUs have still their charms, and he must 
have cold feelings who cannot be moved by the simplicity of 
Elfrida. The Engl^fh Garden^ though with a few faults, de- 
serves the thanks of every admirer of pur national tostc, (1794.) 
See the Fourth Dialogute of the P. of L. (1798.) 

if The papers of the late Lord Orford, (Horace Walpole) in^y 
possibly throw fome light on this fubje^ (*79^*) 
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To w<wth untitled would your fiuicy turn ? 
The Mmc all friendless wept o'er Mickle's' urn : 70 
Mickle, who bade the strong poetick tide 
Koil o'er Britannia's shores in Liisitanian pride. 

AUTHOR- 

' Then I must suit the temper of these times, 
Degraded now to iperp kismkk rhymes ; 
And last be hail'd in some sagacious page, 
^The finest, brightest poet of th? age, 
And that with grave solemnity so sad^ 
FjS^ith, 'tis criough to mak$ poor Hayley (/)niad. 

P 4 No? 

(r) 8«e die Flights of Fancy, 410, by Thomas Penme, Curato 
pi Newbury, Bcrkf. Tbcnaiaes of the ppems alluded to are these. 
The. He)petfi The Carousj^.i^f Odin, and M9dness.---He pvb- 
l^ihed tiiqie him^^yZVkA^ 119 more; and I ^peak of these.No authot 
fhould he judgpd for {^thi^zxious v^'orks, pul»lished hyfrimdt^ 
except he ordered tbeqi tft be pub)i»hed after bis depease. 

t (i) Wii^LiAM JvLiua M ICKLE, a man of genius, and of great 
poetical powerf« He translated the LusUd ^ Camoens \n a freo 
paraphratiick manner, but with the ifuritof an original poet* 
% never ponld account for t\\p neglect of so wry poetical a work. 

(0 //-fy/cXt— Piger spribcndi ferre laborcm, 

Smi€f$di mtc^ nam Mt\multum nil moror.f 

• '■ •• : , ■ * The* 

t Hor.i« L* I. Sat. 4. v. ia« 
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No : tHotigh in vainr I'lnay-dttcai^t to:^«a§e, - 
I'll write with- learning wha4r I think with oaeC Sd 

What ? — from the Muse, by cr^pogamickstcsithM 
Must I purloin her native sterjiiig wealth ? 

In 

The notes which Mr. Hayley, who is a very ingenious ms^ 
and a pleasing scholHr]^ has written.' pn his .varipus pootln^' are 
very amusing, and not unfrequently afford much instruc-ioti. 
Had he but learjiedthe art of hlottiil^,^ -Be niight-possibfly* havfe 
attained considerable eminence, jand Ar€jervf if it ^^ ^ut a^jie i& in 
general too feeble, tedious, and insufferatly prolix, (une b.outique^ 
dt verbiage) consecjueaily, ^g. a^a See - Hor^c*^ • wtid- hae^ 
pronounced an irreversible sentence on all such persons siiling 
theipselves poets, iimev'er vilum^rt&ustiftlr wdflcs may' 6c. 

fv) See th^ ]^t»MckGitfiieH emdih tkiel of ip&f ^iekts^ by Dr. 
DarwiD. I wish men would peruse the treatise Je Causis Corrupt 
tk Eh^uentia^X before they attempt by prettinesses, glittering 
\#6rd«,^ ptwfttB, d(rt!ceffs,attd folded flttW^frts, to ^acnlfee' proprie- 
ty and jo$« imagery t<y tftc fage-t>f ttftre miv^ty', 'f^ffii'U^ilf 
ahtiys fee the ease, irktt wHtcft 'ki*»pirose, oi^ verltfi^ r ifta/ 
bi«rtoived \^ tiitf itHchb V phfii^ «^ fetrc''''tft6tJ^i»!cdlyy 
*« want betfer breiad'thiii \t lAidi? of trlftal** * MocfiA tin ire 
absolutely debanAedbj mth pbiiti^ isrBf. DscH^'?!i*?,^W*iibH MtH 
thtedeciine of simpUcity ^nd tru^tafte[iit,lbittoucitr]i;[' It k'to 
£4gf^i^<^ what Sentcca^'s pr(>9^ r^ar torRomfel jiinauta$ JbdcAu^ 
ykih.f Pry4<^aB4 ?of^ ar4. tAe<.«tMidandsi «fr. dccdience in . 
this species of writing in \j(ux iafttgniage ;«adid wfaeit j^ovuig^minaslft 

are 

,. f - ;i , '■' ■ • '■'-■^' '■- ■ i •— J- :^ ^ \* 

J Printed at the end rrfTktrftus, tih^r tfii title " Dialogus 
^' de Oratoribus," one of the most finished treatises of aatiqui^y , 
•j- Quintil. lib. lo. c. j, 
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In filmy, gaJray'f gossameiy fiiKJy - 

With /»^;ii languflge, and -most darkdoigm^ . 

In sweet t£0r4Hiryan^ mono^nian strains, 

P^nt for ^Pystiil in boi^nick pains i 

On the luxurious lap of Flora thrown. 

On beds* of yi^Ulihg vegetable down, 

Raise li»t ift |)il^k5 s and With' ti'nhallow'd fif CJ- 

]ftid '^he soft virgin violet expire ? [sc) 90 



! Is; rt^fof roe to creep,, or sp^r, oy doze. 
In modish song, or fashionable prose ? (y) 



To 



0re rightly instituted in their work^^ they niay, wjthou); muqti 
danger, read such glittering verses as t)n Darwin's. They will 
Aenjierttfiv^ cite dlstdrtfon of thfc' sentiment, an<l the harlotry of 
ttit tomaihentSf; ft wotild als^ be a h^ppy thing for all naturalists, 
i^irtrt^r p6ets or wr;fers iq prpse, If they would in the words 
of itruepofct, '^liDok through hatftrrf up to ^/i/^r^'s God P* 
Bn Darwfh'is Certainty 1 itt^h' of ^reat fahcy ; but 1 will nol 
ceast to rdpekt, that good v^riiing and good poetry require $ome* 
tiling ittori 

•' ■ " ; Oi/ yao ev ptscwO-* xgtrat 

... * 'Xm 'xir^Mi^f^^ " • 

(x) I would juft hint that it is a\ttatftf bf some curiosity toi 
me to fcfancfeftrc? %a^yo\ti{glSfitiiitt fn^trrftted lU fti6 terms ot 
boteny,*which are vety significant* 



? t?. 



* ' \ 
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To pen with garreteers obsciice and sl»b!^» * 

Inscriptive ponsense in a fancied Abbey ; (2:) 
Or some WarUworthian hermit taie endite» 
Such ditties as onir gossip spinsters writ$? 

Or must I tempt Ipme Novel's IqUkig tbemct 

Bid the bright <jy$ oV Celc^tina (^52;) ?tr«mj 

With 

' (f) I aHude to the poising of sentenoeii thetr'tria^ tiMl 
other aiti^ciai divisions of modern prose, by which the wholo 
aimplictty and aatiiral dignity of pur EogKsh style is abandon^ 
#nd lost. 

(m) Such trash as a vil^ pamphtet calltd Kilkham^kton Ab* 
bey, &€, &e. &r. in shoit, the whole wmpttu lab^ivtki.^^ytxj . 
ag^ produces sinri)«r trashf and this nAme ierve$ as well at any 
other tp ifiark my meaning in this place. 

(sk) f ttt for ^Imosf any modcrii novel. Mrs« CJi^rlptt^ 
Smith, Mrs. Inchbaldt Mrs. Mary Rpbihsoni Mrs. ftc. &c. 
though ail of them V^ very ingenious ladies, y^ tbfy are too frc* 
quently vfbiMwgct/riskfnf in novels^ till put girls' he^dsturii 
wild with imposstblcadv^otarey, ^ now and then ^re tainted 
with democracy««P>Not io the mighty magician nif ths Mys« 
TiaiBspr UpoLrnoyt ^red and oourished by the Florentine 
Muses in their sacrtd solitary caverfis, amid the paler shrines of 
Gothi^k superstitiftn, and |n all the dreariness of inchantment : 
a poetess whom Ariostn would with mpture have ac^now^ 
ledged, as the 

Lanodntft 
Damigdh Trivulxia ai. saean tfSM. Q. F. c. 46. ( 1 796.) 

.1 would 

} Mrs. Aura RaDCLif f t. 

« 
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WUh iabled kmghts» and tales of flighted love. 
Such 4s oxa Spaiush Cato (a) might 4pprove? loo 

In 

IwottM fay s word on Romances or Noveb*. No man of 
genios or judgment ever despised orneglectfd the great masicw 
in this useful and alluring species vOf writingf beginaing wicii 
the Odya»7 ^ Homer. No worJia eaa be read with more de.* 
light and advantage, wlien they arc selected with discriminatioa; 
Th^yanimate and improve the mind. Every person should ht 
well acquainted witi the wk^ie of Cervantes, of Le Sage's une^ 
quaUed and unrivalled Gil Bias, and of Tom Jones, (that great 
comick Epick poem) by Fielding. These perhaps are aH^ 
which it as necessary to read. They afford illustration to every 
event of life. From these, with great caution, we must pass to 
later writers. Smollett had much penetration, but is frequentlj 
too vulgai* to please ; but his knowledge of men and mamiersii 
unquestionable* Of Sterne and Rous^ao it is difficalt to apcdc 
without bein^ misunderstood ; ye( it is impossible to deny 
praiseof wit and originality to Yoiick, or of captivatUig olo- 
quence to the philosopher of vanity. Their imitators arc below 
notice. I never read the £k)isa without the pathetick exciaina« 
tioui^Daote. 

Per pift fiate gil occhi d sospinse 

Quella lettura, et scolorocci il viso; 

Ma solouttjiunto/uy quel eke €i«uinse. 

Quando leggemmo, cominciai, JhiUuso^ 

Kluanti dolciptmier^ quanto detU 

Mfnh costero al d^hruopass9 !% 

The Eiotsa is a very dangerous book, in it's commencement, 
and I would particularly warn young p^npnsto avoid it« But 

as 

X Dantt Inf. c. 
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In Travels for the Heart, (b) tod not the head. 
From post to pillar, and from board to bed. 

Thro- 

3i»it ii ncMv beyend the reach of d»)r' control, and as thef character 

•f tke author is DO#/0i/|r. understood, • tt^s power of doing harm 

IS considerably diminished.' 5ut to exitract good out . of 

evil, I must observe, it is some comfort to think, that, (as tho 

book is so much read and cannot be suppressed,) the result fr9iii 

ikeJUrusul of the wlnle taken together is thi$» namely that fief^ 

Jtetual uneasiness^ disfuieiu^e^ Oftd-irreversihle miterjfj are the ceriaim 

consequences of vice or of fatal misconduct 19 anj^ *womaie ho^eiter gifiei^ 

#r, as it appears y hmoever reclaimed. It is difficult, I think im* 

possible, to deny or disprove this ; but J sttU wish the novel hajt 

never been written. Let us then turn to Clarissa, .th< work of 

a man of virtue and geaios, which is too celebrated iot any 

additional praise. Mrs. Charlotte Smith has great poetical 

powers, and a pathos which commands attention. Much 

knowledge of life and ingenuity are seen in Miss Burney, now 

Mrs. IVArblay; but her prol}ensily to high colouring an4 

broad farce have lessened the effect of her works* It is a faUi 

error in this species of writing to overstep the boundaries of 

nature and real life. I cannot descend among all the modern far- 

' rago of novels, which a<-eto^ often ** receipts to fii^ke — s.** Yet 

I* could select a few, which have merit| with grea* pleasure, if it 

were not foreign to my purpose to enlarge on this topick. I cannot 

however refrain from giving a just and sensible observation from 

the latest writer on this subject, in his view of Romaince;]: an Essay 

composed rather hastily, and perhaps iaaccurately, bur with 

all the power of pleasing and happy facility of writing so cour 

spicuous throughout his works. Dr. Moore thus expresses 

himfclf: 

X Prefixed to Dr. Moore's Edition of Smollct's works in 1797. 
page 9a. 
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Tlxrough climes 6f various woe the pilgrim Icad^ ' 
•Till Charlotte droops, aad master misses bleed 

OCTAVIUS. 

If thesb disgutst, to senousvams attend, - ^ 

. Aadmake seiexie .Philosophy your friend, . 13P 
Peri sohie choice -Fragment fc) in the genuine taste,' 
::£a)Cb flow 'r combin'-d of wit land learning waste ;'. 

• ^ Smart 

himself: " Moderix romances and novehare, or ought tq..h^> a 
'" reprcfcntation of'life^and xnaaners in the country, where the 
*^ fcene is pjiaced. Had works of this nature existed iathe flou- 
"** rishing ages of th'ie Greek and Roman ilepublicks, anci had 
'^* some of the best Qf them been preservec), how infinitely wouU 
'* they be relished at present! as they wovld, give a much inot^ 
*^ satisfactory picture o^pri vateand domestick life than ia found ia 
•* histoiy, which dwells chieily on warand affairs of state.** (1798.) 

(a) The late venerable Earl Camden (onceXord High CTfaaii. 
<ellor of England, a. character of dignity, ability, learning aful 
independance,) is said to have learned Spanish very late in life, 
to read the romah<95s.in:tbat langtTage, 'having e^Ehausted those 
written in English, French and ItflHim.' AH'tbe "world knows 
•that Cato learned Greek, at sixty > years :of age, to reKd 'tiie 
^romances in that -tengut. \ \. 1 .' 

(h) All such works as abound in what is called in a^odcra 
jargon^ The sublime instinct of stniimtni. 
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Smart and concise, with deepest meaning fraught^ 
Ncaftbe the types, and the vignettes high wrought; 

With 

(r) Altudiog to the sorarm of free thinking and democratical 
fNimphlets with which the pubiick have been pestered. It is 
boped tiiat the interference of the legislature and the eonitita- 
tional exertions of private societies have either lessened their 
number, or deprived them of their mali];naiit intention^* The 
titpefocdifcriminatioafeem^to be. come. Toleradon is fi>Uy 
granted to all opinionS| subjefl to the controni of the legislature 
after their publication, in the opeii courts of law by the verdift 
of a juryy in which true liberty consists. Good order and juft 
authority mull be maintained with vigour and decision. 

But HE h chiefly to be consulted, who, if I may be allowed 
to use the language a little metaphorically, hatb sta$J beinveen tie 
dead and the livings and stayed the plague^ EdmuKP Bukkk; 
greater and brighter in the decline than in the noon day of hi» 
life and vigour. It would be almoft an injury to name the 
works whereof all Europe rings; but to his countrymen they 
ttpeak wth a force not to be refilled. 

OMlfE^ 

Admoiiet, ct ma<sna teftatur voce per umbras, 

BiSCITE JUSTITlAMMOiriTIjET JfON TEMNEEE DIVOS. {l^^^) 

Indeed on a second eopfideratidn I think ft right to name these 
works of Mr. Burke, i.. Reflections on theRevolot'ion in France, 
and on .tl\e proceedings in certain societies in liondon relative to 
tbatevent( 1790.) 2.A Letter to aMember of the National Assenv- 
(1791.) 3. An Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs in 
consequence of some difcuffions in Parliament relative to the 
Reflections on the French Revolution (1791*) 4. A Letter on 

the 
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With frontispiece to eatch the gaxcr^s tyt^ t it 
Trfcasbm the pile 5 tht basis blasphemy : (cc) 

• - Free 

\\it Attack made <>n him in the ti, of L. bf the D.^f Qedfeid 
4nd the £. of Lauderdale (1796.) 5. two Letters on the pro* 
po&als foK F^oe witib the Jt^i^iide. Directory of Fliaaoe ( f 796.) 
€. (Fosthnmous ini'jqyi) Letters, on the.Conductof our domes- 
tr^fk Farties with regard to French Pbli ticks, including Obser- 
vations on the Ootid U(ft of the Minority in the Session of Z793« 
y^, MettiorUls on French affairs, 179I, 9!, and 93,— N,B'. 7& 
*temainier of Mr. Barkers pbsthUmoUs writings may be expcftcd 
fhbxa the exem|ilary zeal and honourable attention of his ei^ecu- 
lofs, Pr, Laurence and Dr. King. ** Sunt adhuc ciirae homu 
nibus fides et officium; sunt qui defunctorum quoque amicos 
agant.** Fiih* Ep. (1797.)—- Whoever warns /^e /iv/Rr^ against a 
mor^ distempecy or shews the cause of it, aad the mode of 
preretitiotty and the final remedy, may be satd to stand, as a 
guardiMi angel, between the dead and the living. In this sense, 
Ebmukd Bukkb (bayed the plague, by his masterly, vigorous* 
and formidable exposure^ td the kingdoms of Great Britaiatad 
Ireland, 4»f the modern Fnsnck principfes and national defola* 
tioD, in all the fulnefs of their deformity, and in the terrors of 
their operation^ The-spear. of Ithuriel difcovere^ 2a<^ difplayed 
Satan in hit proper shape. 

\ft^ Tii iasis^ilaj]khffty. -^Thiih the progress of modern Re- 
publicanism. The dissolution or rejection of ali religious 
principle prepares the mind for breaking every bond of esta- 
bllflied government, howeifer juft or reafonable, to introduce 
into practice fome new theory of general good : fo very general^ 
as to have nothing to do with the good of the individual. For 
Ihe nature of this gbnskal oood consult the national Affembly 
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iFcec from dull OFdcr, ^ec^cy,* and rule^ * 
With dogmas fre'sh from. the Sans Souci schcrdi 
,Wkh definitions vague and terms mysterious. 
Seeming humility, but tone imperious, 
*Mankind's meek friend, and Nature^s gentip Sage, 
fXhe Priest of Reason in ^her<hosen age 5 (^) 

... . " '.' ' ' J7- T^^ 

and Convention of Prance : // Ai^ri^ edificia, loca^ possessiones, 
j[ccsLUM £T MARE pra^termheruut^ cetera comfikxi iuni) public^ 
l/^z/^^, ASSIGN AT A, vendita !'' Cic.jdiC Leg. Agr.,Orat. 3.-^Mira- 
htdiU began with-th^fe qicinorable-wp|:ds^: ** Si yous.vojiiJcz une 
Revolution, il faut cpmn^encer ]^av /(ecaMiciser Ja Trance^^ 

:(d) Ont of the most cxtradrdleafy treatises of this kind, 
i&a Wotfctin Fi?efichy ixttitledy^^^ Tub rRuurs,: or a JUsiitatie^ 
mt ike Stxoluti^n ef Empires by Mk. Volnct, Deputy to tbe 
national Assenaiily in 17S9.'' It is written wirti,soixae8fMrit,And 
Bottvtthout eloquence in sonM^pafts, and abonnds witfa^wbat is 
Mw called Bbilofiphy. Tke intent of) this book is to attack Jt^tvf 
ptivetple/of rdigi<ia iu?tlle heait, <v«iii the principles •£ the reli- 
gion now tehned natural, 'Mr. Vtflndy wishes to OMivinae ooanA 
fcindf.that «w37>fixteiiceto.revelataon,>tn eveiy ageatsd'tn-everj 
country, is equally false and equally unfouiuled^iaiid^yiaijargoo 
ofianguage, and jU2tLqility^and-n;iy«hoIop,.aRdtphi)Q9op|iy» hqla- 
hours to confound apdblend/^/fm:a//iA uncertain tcadUion^qd 
astronomical allusions. Ajid all this is, attempted, to be doije, that 
the .world nviy b^ prepared for the Frqncli RevplwUQOn ^.n^^ the 
priniples on which it was ^fFc«^t^3. i.aJbis. point b^gceins to 
not without reaa^n^. as tbe prij^c^ples of this revolution ,are iai4 
)n the rejectioA.of W/rcligioai,4ad yfex^^/fm^v^f^f^^i^if^wig 

V 
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Then bending low, with equal reverence search 

E Th<?^ 

ff ft; fhbugti %e may be siirpinicd when we are assured, 
that his ^^Jh ageofjyBnytKKVCKforagreat^eo/ile dndo"f hope 
#011 ALL THE EARTH ! !^* p. SS } The real ignorance of this msyi, 
on the sut>j66t of true religion* Is as conspicuous as the puny 
literature whi^h appears to support his strange doctrinesand 
foolish opinibqs.Upon the subject of what he calls thcFiUationof 
religions, (for the French must have their new jargon of words 
in every subjefl:) hewysj ** We acknowledge in one word, that 
<* all the theological doctrines on the origin of the world, on the 
^* nature oJF God, oh the revelation of his laws, and the appear^ 
^* ance^ffiis person » are nothing more tha^recitah of astronomical 
^^ facts^ and figurative and emblematical stories of the play of the 
f* constellations / / /'* {dujeu des constellations. ) p. 167. I cannot 
but ackiibwiedge the superstition and credulity of mankind in 
inany parts pf the world ; but what Mr. Volney would impose 
upon us, for the .'truth, exceeds the bounds of any credulity ever 
yet required. Then he introduces the systems of idalatiy, the 
worship of tWe stars, the two principles or dudlisM (a little more 
French jargon) the monde aninti and the mvnde machine^ Mofes, 
Zoroaster, Confuc) as, arrd Brama; and laft comes Christianity. 
The chapter ofQ'tliis subject is the strangest of ail, for he declares, 
that CHRISTIANITY conjists in the allegorical worship of tke Sun 
itnder the cahalistical netmts rf GSrif-en^ or Yes'us w Jesus!!! 
^* CfaHstianisme ou culte allegbrique du SoUiU sous le; noms 
\^ ealalisti^uei^tCMs'eno\x\^'Xi.%ti\x Jesus \\V^ And this is a 
formidable opponent ! this is one of the guides to whom we 
are to giVe up oxit prejudices I Read any one of the four Evan* 
gelistsand give 'your own answer. The impudence of Mr. 
. ' . Volney 

5 I refer to the pMges of the .French original. 
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The'storlcd portico, and sainted church. 



TiH, 



Volncy is at least equal to any ottier power he pos«es^e$« for ho 
requires of his reader only the surrender of bis common sepse. 
and common i^nders^tapding^ and tl^p commpn principles of 
any knowledge. Yet he demands the ^dmission of all his alle- 
gories and mystical meanings^ (of which, in the true French 
stile, no doqht is to he entertained,) apd t^en the wprld is to b^ 
emancipated and delivered. From what ?— rFrpm credulity and 
superstition, Q^E.D. Upon this Mr,Volney observes, M^/r/Vx/j 
murmur. I think the laity will at least do as much, at the wprds 
of this apostle of nonsense, blasphemy, folly, and-rthe rights 
of mankind,'' which the French never fail to introduce, whea 
they have laid them all prostrate, civil, moral and mental. This 
IS but a specimen of such writers to whom we are to bow as thq 
deliverers of mankind fro.m superstition, and th^ directors of ouK 
minds in the w^ys of trutl^. Prof§siin^ tfumehfs ^ise they are 
become fools /-^The best men are indeed convinced, that the 
ways and works of Providence are i^scrutaMe, and the ^ture 
of God incomprehensible; and. thfy lament tfieir o^'.n i.t\suffi- 
ciency. Yet they feel themselves bound by the l^w? p< reason* 
ing, and of the specii^c evidence in every g^ea^ question divint 
•nd human. They are best pirepa^ed tp ^cjknowledge th 
depth and height of eternal wisdom ^nd mercy, and the difficulties 
of attaining to this knowledge. They assent to the words of % 
man of no vulgar* erudition f or tpediocrity of tal,ent8, when h< 
declares, *' Quantis suspiriis et gem^tibas fiat, u^ quantulacunqm 
ex parte fossit intelligi Dbus I*'— Before I close this note, I can? 
not help reminding, not infor,iQin|;, every reader, that eveiy 
Xacitus, (the favourite author of many free thinkers, though 

f Augustinos. 
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Till, wheedling round with metaphysick art. 
You steal Religion from the unguarded heart. 
And in the see-saw undulating play^ 
The moral chorus dies in words away. 

Thence careless sauntering in Vacuna's vale. 
Tune to your listless lyre some Crazy Talc ; (/) 15Q 
Dash for applause, nor seek a poet's name. 
Content with scribbling and ambigy<ou$ fame, 

V ' E 2 From 



I know not why) has borne teitimony to the existence and last 
sufferings of Jesus Chkist, under the procdnitor Pontius 
Pilate, in the reign of Tiberius. «* AuAor nominis ejus 
Chmstus^ qui Tiberio imperitante, per procuratorem Pontium 
^ Pthtum, supplicio affectus erat." Ancml. 15. % 44. . Yet we 
are assured, with an effrontery without a parallel, that Chjlist,^ 
or Chris-tn is only a cahalhHcal name of the Sun. So is the name 
of Caetar, of Socrates, or of P^ato,. Are we not ashamed of 
listening to such writers as Mr. Volney, who address us so 
vnwoithily } Yet this is the manner in which Mr. Volney, a^di 
such as Mn Volney, treat the whole human race, men and 
women, learned and unlearned. The general character of all 
these writers may be expressed in language at once awful and 
true : *^ JVimi e$t quijudicai vere; confidunt in nihilo^ hquunpur vani", 
•* tates 5 cenee/ierunt Jaiarem, pejierermt iniquitatem** 

(f) See Crav^ Taks^ Uz. and the whole school of La Fon- 
^ine. 
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From laws of metre free, (which idly serve 
*ro curb strong genius and it*s swelling ncrv^,) \ 
In verse half veil'd raise titillating lust, . . i ; 
Like girh that deck with flowers Priapus* bust, {£) 

Go 

(g) See Angelica Kattffmak's elegant print; but it is to 
tik remembered rtiat the subject is purdy classical. M.,B. A 
friend of mine woul^ insist upon my perusing a long disquifi- 
tionin quarto, 6n the Worship op ^riapus, (printed in 
1786) with numerous and i^host '(di]^usting {^tes. It has not 
been published, but distributed liberally,f without any in- 
junction of secrecy, to the emeriti in speculative Priapism, as ./ 
one would think. As 1 hope the treatise may be forgotten I 
^hall not name the author, % .biitot^tfrv^^ tharsUl the .ordure 
.•••.:;, i • ; • ' ; . and 

f: i> e. By the Dileti4utt$ Society., Thesolcmnity with which 
tfie Dilettanti tnc^i zndAreserti tlieir valuable works to tlie chosen 
few, and the iriscT^iptroii in the Mank fcafof each be^, ire 
rather ludicrous. The President i(of the. day) is invested with 
a Roman Toga in a «ort of consular pomp. Before tbe vote for 
printing Mr, — — — *s Priafius had passed, I should have said 
with RomanstcfiinesS, had I be^n present, J Hcttr, coUiga 
x^<jy»tfr.§—- This RoMah farce would (and perhaps nirsiy) f^m the 
ttibjcctofa legitimate Satire. (ji796,) The &r/^//»»i» Society 
best know nvhat emblem^ modelled \n wax, is laid upon the.ir 
table at their jo/^z«« meetings. 

Diseumhunt ; nee veUri P i CT mt iKjuietUr ; 

For sit mn e^fiectes^ ut GdJitanfif caftoro . ;, . 

laci/tiat'^riitirc cioro,^* JtJV. *' 

J The author afterwards named himself, and was very' angry 
w^tll me without any reason* I only did ihy duty Co the ^ub- 
lick.— See P. of L. Dial. 2. v. 57. (Added Aug. 1797.) 

§ Liy.Lib. i. c. 26. 
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Go turn tq Madan, and in Gospel truth, 
And Thelypthojrick (^) lore instruct qur youth: 
Somis plain ppsitions ky, as simply thus; 
Marriage (i) consists in— aau CQtt^s : 160 

E 3 Laymen 

and fikliy all the antique pictures, and all tb; representations 
of the, generative organs, in their most odious and degrading 
protrusion, have been raked together and copulated (for no 
other idea seems to be in the mind pf the author) and cafmlahd^ 
I say, with a new species of blafphemy. Such are, what I 
wouldcal), the records of the stews and bordellos of Grecian 
and Roman antiquity, exhibited for the recreation of anti- 
quaries, and the obscene revellings of Greek fcholars in their 
private studies. Surely this is to dwell mentally in lull and , 
darknefs in the loathfome and polluted chamber ^t Caprea?. 
JfB^^pjf Landsca/ie andGardeBb^XM^f 1 hope, purify th]6 mindt 
and a3 (hfi author is convchiant with Greek wrttera and is now 
0t a certain timg rflife^ I neconannend to him a fientence fcom an 
author, who perhaps is npt in his catalogue, though Mr. ■■ ■ - 
vrould be thoughts philosopher: So^ice Trpcvrov aTvyi^so-riv, 
Bif^ir» ufmv\wn% (1794.}' 

(h) See a book in titled Thjy^thrq^ or The Ca^es of Fanpile 
Rmfi\ ia 3 vqLs. 8vo. 

(V) These expressions, and some that follow, are taken 
yerbatim from the book itself; and yet there are perspns who 
think that such treatises should be answered seriously. 

N.B. If i^ this and in a very few other places, I have been 
obliged to introduce expressions rather strongs I beg pardon, 
which will be granted by readers whp reflect: for it is impos- 
sible to'gtve an effectual exposure of ^e unwarrantable and 

scandalous 
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Laymen^may have ten wivfes ; poor priests \)ut one: 
Then growl at British laws in surly .tone, 
That " loving man muft grind with loidng wife 
In mola asinatul J during life." 
With Thickness {k) give some useful Hints for Healthy 
For pu^lick good, though not for private wealth ; 
Like him, to shun the cold embrace of death. 
Inhale in virgin arms ambrosial breath. 

Or from the Alps extend to Norway's rocks, • 
With Switzer-Russieo-Kamtschatcan Coxe, («) 1 70 
'V Then 

scandalous licence of tome writers without it. The followiog^ 
excellent words will explain my meaning : ** The ancient iotirists 
*^ often used great liberty in their expressions; but their freedom 
** no more resembles this licentiousness, thaii the nakedness of 
*' an Indian does that of a common prostitute.^ Humi'b Hiju 
9fEng. Tol. viii. p. 334. (5/ sic omnia /) 

(i) Mr. Thickness, in his f^afetudinanan's Bath GuiJcf 
^dedicated to the Earl of Shelburne, now Marquis of Lans- 
oowNE> has these words ; ^^ I myself am ww turned of sixty ^ and 
^* in general^ though I have lived in various climates^ and suffered ^ 
** severely in tody and mind^ yet having alway) partaken of tbt 
** breath rf young women whenever they lay in- my way^ I feel none 
•• of those infirmities which so often strike my eyes and ears 
. ** in this great city, in men much younger than myself." Chap, 
V. to which Mr. T. has put his own name, and he is rather a 
▼oluminous author. But, alas I what says a witty Italian: 
Bella Jemna che ride^ vuol dir^ bona che/iiange. 
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Thch turn full-fraught from bleak Siberia's shore. 
And leave us just as knowing as before. 

Or b(5und with Barrington in charming fpell. 
Of Irish («?) trouts with gizzard stomachs tell; 

E 4 , While 

(n) TfacRcr. William Coxe, M.A.F.R.S. &c.fcc.&c.&c. 
jkc» &c. &c. &c. The author is a gentleman of leai-ning, abi- 
lity and information ; but he is too prolix and too voluminous, 
** Composttit ocTo Volumina, inepti magh quantintUganUr^^* % A 
writer of Travels , should tell ys what kg has seeh or heard 
hmfelfy and not abridge histwriis if former ttmis^ artd insert 
them in his book, or croud it with biographical memoirs 
tA de^eafed great men* Travels lose their name ty this method 
of composition, and the pubjick complain with justice of 
the noble art of book-making. Mr. Coxe is a writer of 
great respeAabllity, but my fear of his works passing into' 
an example, has extorted this notice from me. I look upon 
it as a duty to the publick, and to the Commonwealth of 
Literature. (1794.) ' . 

(q) This alludes to a • '(vr;f /9^M/^iri account transmitted to 
•the Royal Society in the year 1 774, of a strange fish called 
the GiUaroo Trmtt^ with the fizzard-like stomach. ^* The first 
^^ time, (fays the honoumbJe Mr. Barrington) I ever 
** happened to hear of this singular fish, was from an Irish 
*^ Judge, who being on the Connaught Cifcait, at Ballynrobe, 
*^ in the County of Mayo, exprefsed his incredulity With regard 
*^ to their existence; but was obliged to pay tJlft common Lish 
•' m)agtr of a rum/i rfbeef^ and a dozen ofctaret, on three or four 
'* being produced the next day from a neighbouring lake.** 

]:St^eton. Claud. Sect. 41. 
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While o*cr the bulk of these transacted AttAi 
l^rim Bhgden pants,and damns (^)thcm as he reads* 

AUTHOiU 

'JThe honourable and ingenious Mi-. B. next proceeds to lilform 
the Royal Society, that thefe givizard'Stm^ch are often served 
up at table in Ireland, (which account this R. S. fwaljows 
with as much eafe as it would the trout itfelf;) but fiippbsin^ 
that some might be inclined to doubt, he adds, *^ I could 
** corroborate this facft, were it necessary, by the testimony 
*« of an Iriih Archhiihofi,^^ From an Irish Archbishop, by an 
easy transition, Mr. Barrington introduces an Englhk Fiih'^ 
Monger^ and declares with great solemnity^ '* I have shewa 
«< the stomach to Mt. Everett of Clait Market, a very 
^^ tntdligent fishmonger^ who declares, thitt though he has cut up 
^* thousands oftrouts and falmons^ he never observed anj 
** thing similar in the inside !'* See (what are called) Philoso- 
ifHicAt Tfattsactiotisy 1774, page ii6, Euge, benCj rccte. I 
cannot help saying to Mr. B. on this occasion^ 

Propera stomachum laxare saginis^ 
£t tua servatum consume in saecuJa rhombuni. 

JuT^ S. in V. 6f . 
f he reader will observe the rhq^tfrical beauties in tbisshort- 
extract. Mr. B. darts from Ireland to England ^ftfi Inci-edible 
swiftnefs, from Ballynrobe to Clare-market i then corte im 
long arrays increduloiis Irish judges, and rumps of beef," 
with dozens of claret j not temperedj I would swear, with 
water from any trout stream. N«xt appear In'sk Arehhishofis 
and IMTELLIOENT English Pishmo'ngirsi (an epithet, by the 
by^ he denies the Archbishop) and all this waste of beautiful 
language and deep research is expehded to conrince the R. S«^ 

of 
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AUTHOR. 

Hear me yet once: (oh might thefc labours end. 
And I to peace and privacy descend !) 

Must 

^f thp ^i^e.Qce of giztard^omach'd trouts. Yet this R. S* 
lAOt puly receiver ail this nonfensical ichtLyological farragOi 
but selects it for pnblicatioo by thejh Covjfcii;., Of Mr* 
Barrin^ton's talbnts and erudition I could speak, and have 
often spoken, with pleafure. But wjien svch a learned man 
will wi4te, and a Royal Phiiofophical Sdc'iety wili publish 
auch stuff, ^ the edification of Europe, I think it proper to 
«de6t this {ftetjd myriads t^ Jate similar pieces of stuff) for 
puhlick notice, that men of ceal liearniftg and abilities (jUul 
fuch I acknowledge Mn BarringtoA) nsay be rendered cautiaus 
how they cowm// themselves and the societies to*mrJiick they 
belong. T^e R. 8. has been, and. msgbt again be, of Aati»iial 
vtiHty an^ lionour ; it has niy best wishes, and therefore I hav« 
written this note, (i794.)'-*All learned Societies tomt 9m» 
lock to their or/^/W principles, and consider vttW the chara^ers 
rf Ae candidates who ar^ offered for their choice, as associates. 
If they witl not, the Busts Of Newton and of Boyle sftoaltl 
be veiled. (1797.) 

(p) It Is by.no jocieans intimated that Docroa (I beg pardon) 
Sir. Charles Blagden (the Secretary to the R. S. .i794«) if 
given to profane swearing when he is tired on such occasions, 
but such works d^mn themselves. It cannot be otherwise, till 
THE Council wifl exert some discrimination, and refuse to 
shelter themselves under their foolish declaiation of not an- 

awerinc 



Digitized by VjOOQII^ 



t 74 J 

Must I, like Chattcrton, (q) that variet bright, (r) 

Rouse some new Rowley (s) from a steeple's height? 

Like Hardwicke,(/) shelves with gossip volumes elog. 

Of Baby Charles y and Jemmy's slave and dogi 182 

Of 

9wering, as a hdy, for the works they publish. Every society 
must be answerable for it's own sense or nonsense) as a 80 dy^ 
unless they choose to inscribe, in large gold letters, over theic 
meeting rooor, ** Corfus sine Pcctoxe I'* (1794*) 

(q) I draw my humble information of Chatterton from his 
life in the New Biographia Britannica, though , I cannot cotn- 
pliment Dr. Gregory on such a meagre performance. They 
who have time may read Mr. Tyttwhit, Mr. Bryant, Dr. Miiles, 
Mr. Thomas Warton, and all the tribe of major and of minor 
critics {^ single arid of Jouile Jiinisj 9S Mr. Sheridan says in his 
Ckitxck) on this /x^0r/tf/i/ subject ; but I have read something 
"zhout vit^e summaireviSf &c. &c. and confine myself to the 
j^^«^r«/ v/^w of this controversy in Mr. Mathias's candid and 
comprehensive Essay. 

(r) " I am the veriest varUt that e'er c&mwV;** says FalstafF, 
in Henry IV. Part I. A& 2.— Mr. Horace Walpole, how 
Lord Orford, did not however seem to think it necessary 
that this varlet Chatterton should chew at all. See the 
Starvation A^, dated at Steawberry Hill. Vide Gregory's 
Life as above, &c. (1796.) 

•_ (;) As to this strange subject, the virorst that can be said of 
it is, ** magno coi^atu magnas nugas j" but they are trifles ra- 
ther pleasant and instructive. I am sure Dr. Milles proved a 
pleasant subject for that chef -d'ceuvre the Archaological Efiistle^ 
written by Mr. Mason, 
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Of Lorkin*s (v) diligence for lords' arrears. 
With trumpery notes of long forgotten peers? 

Shall I new anecdotes from darkness draw. 
That SttawbVy Horace on the Hill (w) ne'er saw. 
With win-wove (x) hot pressed paper's glossy glare 
Blind all the wise, and make the stupid stare; 

Or 

(/) See the Miscellaneons State Papers, published in 1773* bf 
the late Lord Ha^dwicki, in % vols. 4to. Letters from 
Baiy Charleses dear Dad and Gossifi^ James the First, and bis 
siave and dog, Steenie Buckingham, &c. &c. There are however 
some curious and valuable papers in the collection* The noble 
editor was a man of learniog. 

(«) Mr, LoRKiN doth use miraculous diUgttici about yoHr 

*• Lordship's arrears." State Pajiers vol. x. p. 63i, N.B. It 

often requires miraculous diligence^ even in these days* to get at 

^ne^s arrears. See Mr. Pitt and the Lords of ^the Treasury, §f 

jou can get a sight of them. I never could* 

(v)) The Hon. Horace Walpole, now Lord Orford ; the 
owner of the Gothick mansion called Strawberry Hill near 
Twickenham. (1796.) 

(x) All books of all kinds are now advertised to be printed 
on a wire-wove Jsafier and hot fifvssedy with cuts^ down to the 
PhiHosophical Transactions, (the uniformity of which work ia 
destroyed by this folly unworthy of such a Society) and Major 

RltNMit].L> 
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Or on imperial foolscap, with vignettes 
Engrarve, like Staunton, my Chiaese Gazettes? 190 

Or 

Reknell^s learned Memoir on Hindostan ; as if the tntcntion 
were, that they should be looked at and not read. A^. to the 
fory for prints and cuts, the folly and ra/iaciiy for gain in some 
booksellers^ have degraded niany works of established fame, 
and fubjected some learned editors to unmerited ridicule. I 
feel for the injury and injustice which a GeotJeman, I mean Mr. 
CiisisTiANy Professor of the Laws of England atCambridge, 
and Editor of Blackftone's Commentaries with valuable notes 
and illustrations, and who haiwell deserved from his profession, 
suffered on this occasion*. It was a transactian shameful and 
unjustifiable. As to the wire-weayers or drawers of paper and 
hot-pressersy I must say to the publick, in the indignant Wordii 
of Apulciusy ** Quousqae frustra pascetis ignigettos istos ?'* 
(Apuleii Metamorph. L. 7. pag, i^j» £d« Bipoint, ijSSp}' 
Surely thks foolery must soon cease. - 

I wish every authpr who prints and publishes hi; f^f nv$rts 
on zwire-wovt paper, glazed and hot Jiretsed^ would imitate the 
honesty of the late Sir William Chambers, Knight of the Polar 
Star, who says, in a letter to Voltaire, which accompanied his 
wonderful book on Oriental Gardening; "It contains (says 
•* ^hc knight) besides a great deal of nonsense^ tw.o -^ery pretty prints 
by Bartolozzi/* Europ, Mag* fpr Sept. 1793.— While this note 
was printing, I was informed that Coke ufon Lyttletok 
ijriTH Hargrave's Notes, is advertizing to be published on a 
noire wove paper and hot pressed. This folly, by such a proceed- 
ing,, must surely sign it's own death-warrant. I wish, to be 
sure, some of our Statutes at Large could be a little wiredrawn 
znd hot fressed^>y a Committee of Parliamentary Printers and 
Cpmpositors. ' 
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' Or must I, as a wit with learned air. 
Like Doctor Dewlap, (y) ^o Tom Payne's (z) repair. 
Meet Cyril Jackson {a) and mild Cracherodc, fi^ 
*Mid literary gods myself a god ? 

There 

fy) Put For any portly Divine, nS fiour la digesthH^ *as Broyere 
would say. The reader will supply on^ to his fancy. But he 
must not imagine, that I mean mere London . Divines, fre-? 
quenters of routs, plays, opei*a$, fiend- street -and R-ensitigtoii 
Gardens, or chatterers in bookfellers shops, as the representa^ 
tives of the British Clergy, who, as a class of men, are la 
general diitingui&iied for literatuffB. auid philosophy^ a^d for 
manners correspondent to their profession. 

(z) Not that detestable fellow Tom Paine the Democrat, 
whom we all execrate, and who is now, with or without ^ 
head in France, I hope in the late faihion-of that country 
(in X794)— bat one of the best and honestest men living, the 
very respectable Mr. Thomas Payne Senior, to whom as a 
bookseller, learning is under considerable obligations. I 
mention this Trypho Emeritus with great satisfaction. 

(<f) The present Dean of Chrift-church, Oxford, exemplary 
for his diligence and learniiig ** in oun University," as the 
Deaa /n«/ to talks (i794«) 

(k) The Heverend Clavtoh CaAcatitoDB M./L Student 
of Chrift Chorc^ Oxford^ and one of the Truftees of the Bri* 
trsh Museum. A rich.- learned, and moJR amiable Aoan (to use 
the words'of the son of Sirach) .** furniflied with abiKty, iiviof 
peaceably in his habitation.'* His library is allowed to be 
the choicest in old Greek and Latin authors, of any private col* 
kction in this country^ 
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There make folks 'wonder at tW extent of genius 
In the Greek Aldus or the Dutch Fiohenius, 
And thcii, ta edify their learned souls, 
Quotc^^saunt saying^ from TAe sitfijie of Poles. 
Hold 1 cries Tom Payne, that margin let me measure. 
And rate the separate value of each treasure^ , 20Q 
Eager they gaze : Well Sirs, the feat is done i 
•• Cracherpde's PceiaPrinciJiex (c^l have won;'* 
in silent exultation down he sits, 
•Mong well be-ChaucerM Winkyn-^Wordian wits. 
Or shall I thence by mock^appoiixtment stop, ' » 
And joke wijth Bryant at; his Elmsly's shop? . 
And hear it whispered, while Fm wondrous pliant, 
^Tvf^DocTOin DemlajL spoke toMister Bryant, (i) 

OCTAVIUS^. 



(«•) The ^mons edition, by H. Stephens, t( the priticipal' 
Greek poets, called Poeta Graei Pnncipes. All literary men, 
from the ihtle Reverend Bibltopolifh Da, GoasBT,. well.known 
at sales, to the humbleft collector, underfiand this farce o£ 
iMtfr^fV-measuring, and .|he profit of it. (See also P« of L*. 
Dialogue 4.) 

(d) When I name Mr. Bryant, it is a sufficient eulogy, ' But 
see more in the Second Dlalpgae of this poem. 
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OCTAVIUS. 

How just was he, who in this sapient age. 
When learning's varied cares the mind engage, zio 
Stood up self-taught, and in mankind's defence 
Pray'd for professors of plain common sense. 
Jfuf say, what think you of the tragick Stage ? (dd) 

AUTHOIl/ 

No— you*ll excuse me there, I know this age. 

' ' . What? 

fdd} As to the modern Comedies of the day by Mr. Reynolds, 
^nd the rapid School, they are faiielQ\v crtticism. Farpe and 
O'Keefe have seized upon the. stage. ** Tt^e players and I, 
thank heaven, are no friends." (1797*) I wi^h our present 
writers -would consi<ler with attention thefemphaHde woxvU of 
the Duke of -Bnckinghaip in his E^say oq Poetry. 

^^ But to writ^Pi^ J I why, *tis a bold pretence 
f< To judgment, breedinj^, wit« and eloquence; 
. V ^ay more; for they must look within, to find 
V Those seaettoms of nature in the mind : Sec &c. ^c* 

The author ofTii Behrtfi remembered this. It is the produc« 
l^6f a man of fashion, dielica^, wit,and judgment. 
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What? from the Ff«iKlv(f3 Aristotelian school^ 
Must I plan Tragedies by line and rule; 
To the high Gods add^es5^ piy fir$t appealt 
Then bid the press my hidden woith rcvqal, 

^ While, round my temples many a teiidril plays 
Of owlish ivy with the Msevian bays j^ 22a 

* And close in mournful pomp the tra^ick rear^ 
Though Jephson(^r) scarce can gain the p^bUckcar. 

OCtAviUS. 

Still there are works which lead to ^p renowQ» 
In the lay habit or the sacred gownj 
Will stamp your credit at an easy price, 
Learn'dand ingenious^ (^*or z Vir Claries: 

(s) Tber& ar« lome dcepcriiiob who read ArUt0tle i« Ffeiich 
and quote him in Greek.— I. know imh wlut Hit^y n^wi tbK^ 
French hare proscribed Corneille, Racine* &c. 

fee) Jephon i'— Aathor of BlagaaaUi The Ceuiit ^ NAftonney 

Gr« Ademnmit 'j 

Cecropso ripetat c^^va^nOtf 
Bot DO more dvll Ko^mnfortraitr in 4M>. 

f Hon Lib. 2. Od, i. v. 11. 
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Take MarkhamS Armorie, {e) John Taylor*s Scul- 
ler, (/) 
Or Sir Giles Goosecap, (g) or proverbial Fuller; 

F With 

(J) Any persif^D who communicates /v/« a single noti^ however 
silly or whimsical^ to the modern editors of Shakspeare, is stiled 
the kamed 9Xii ingenious Mr. two stars** : the title of Fir Claris'^ 
simui ift appropriated to the commeotatorft on the Greek and Ro« 
man ciassicks, and often with the fame propriety. 

(#) The names of some few books of tha vast system of 
cnglionerii^ oxG^rgtous Gallery of Gallant In*vent ions t which is called 
forth to illastra^e oar old dramatick writers. It is high time 
that the reader of sense should see what may be called in the 
old language, •* the untrussino of these humorous cri- 
TiCKs,'* namely, the Commentators on Shakspeare, from George 
Steevensy Esq. do^wctfards. 

** Ces profiosy diras tff^ sont ions dans la Satin, 
** Pour e gayer, £ ahord un lecteur qui 'veutrire: 
^* Mais il faut les prouver. En forms. J^j consens* 
** Re/ions mois doncj Docteur, et mets toi sur les bancs. 

" Qu'sST CE <^' UN COMMENTATEUR P'^J 

What is a Sbakspearean Commentator? a specimen of the 
notes will best explain the niroe, dignity, and import. I shall 
therefore begin. The extracts will be as plenty (and as valuable) 
as blackberries ; though I do not give my reasons upon compul* 
sion. Sir John FalstafF's advice is good. 

The £r$t chapter of Markham's Booke of Armorie i% inti« 

tied, " The difference between Charles and Gentleman\^^ and 

it ends thus: *.' from the offspring of GentJemanfy Ja/thet 

came 
X Boileau Sat. 8, 
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With Upton, Fabcll, DodypoU the nice, 229 

Of Gibbe our cat, (i) white Devils, or {U) Old Vice ; 

Theh 

«* came Abrahaixi, Moscs, Aaron and the Prophets, fcfr. fjfc. ; 
** also the King of the right line of Mary, pf whom that 
•* only absolute Gentleman Jesus was born, gentleman by his 
** mother Mary, Princesse of coat armour, &c.'*—— Reader, 
Mr. Stcevens &fid Dr. Farmer will tell you •• all this is so,** and 
<^jotED too, Hen. V. vol. ix. p. 441, edit. 1793; though 
you may begin with a staring doubt, 

(/) John Taylor thus dedicates his Sculler ; " To the whole 
** Kennel of Antichrift's Hounds, Priests, Friars, Monks, and 
** Jesuits, MastijfFs, Mongrels, Islands, and Bloodhounds, Bob* 
«• taird Tykes, &c. &c. &c. 

(g) Old plays intitled, << Sir Giles Coosecap, Banks's Bay 
Horse in a trance. Pierce Pennyless's ** Supplication to the Devils 
*« Webster's White Devil^ The Merry Devil of Edmonton^ &c. &c. 
** &c. ; in short, toute la diablerie dramatiqueJ* 

(h) Of Gibbe our C«/.— FalstafF says, " I am as melancholy 
•' as aX5iBBE Cat.** H. IV. p. i. a. i. sc. 4. On this the 
Comihentators are right pleasant* Dr. Johnson begins, ** A 
Gibbe cat means, / know not 'why, an oA/cat." Dr. Percy informs 
lis next, that a G/^cat in Northamptonshire, means a He-cztf 
which in some parts of England is called a r^tm-cat, and in 
Shropshire a tup^t^x. Then follow other wise criticks, and last 
of all appears Mr. Thomas Warton, who bring? a train of au- 
thorities on this important question, shewing how Gib is short 
for Gilbert, and Tib for Tibert; how Jack is appropriated to a 
horse, and Tom to a pigeon: how Chaucer,, in his Romaunt de 
la Rose, mentions Gibbe our Cat, to which Tib was synonimous, 
as it is at this day; how we read in Gammar Gttrton's Needk 

(which 
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Then Ic&d your readers many a precious dance, 
Cap'ring with Banks's ' Bay Horse in a Trance:' 

Fa The 

(which is a right pleasant, witty and merry comedy, Written bjr 
Mr. S. Master of Arts) viz. ' ** Hath no man stolen her ducks, 
or gelded Gibbe her cat?** Upon which Mr, Warton very 
gravely observes, *' the composure of a cat, is almost character^ 
istick, taidlinowmtt (see Dr. Johnson's words above) whether 
there is not a lufierm solemnity in the graviiy of a Hb-Cat." Mr. 
Steevens says, '* A Gii Cat is a cat qnaltfiti for the seragliQ^ 
** for all animals to mutilated hscame drtnusy or melancbolyJ^ 
Mr. Warton and Mr. Steevens have left it a matter of doubt 
whether their envn drowsine/s and gravity ^9Lnd that of their brother' 
conmeutatorsy was in consequence of &Ct &c. &c. (See AbuU 
Pharagi's great Babylonish chapter, ^* De Semiramide^ Sapi- 
** entibos ej«8 tt Eantubis, &c.**) To be sure they do sympa* 
thize with Gammar Gt^rton, and her poor unfortunate Gihhi* 
cat* For my own par^ I neither can, nor (if I could) 
would I decide this momentous question ; and will only add, 
(without being in the least mtiancholy or drvwey myself) in the 
vi^ords of an author who imparted a manly vigour to the 
Roman muse, '^ Propria qiue marihus tribauntur, mascula dicas.'* 

(bh) Old Vice was a personage very frequent in our an- 
cient comedies. I beg leave to present my reader with a 
fiart^ (and a very short part) of Mr. tJpton*s account of him. 
<< Old Vice was a droit character in our old plays^ accoutred 
<* with along coat» a cap, a pair of asses ears, and a dagger of 
** lath. This buffoon character was used to fnakefun witb the 
*' dtoil^ and he had several trite exprc^ions, as, *' 1*11 be with 
" you in a ti'ice-7-ah-hah, boy, are you there? &c.'* and this was 
*^gr$at enter tainmnt to the audience to see their old enemy so 

belaboured 
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The Housewife's Jewel read with care exacts 
Wit frqm old Books of Cookery (/) extract : 
Thoughts to stew'd prunes and kissing comfits suit^ 
Or the potatoCj {k) vigour stirring root : . 

And 

•» belaboured in effigy. l^iV/ iccms to be ail abbreviation of 
** Vice-dewil^ as Viceroy ^ Fict'doge^ &c. and ther£^okb called 
•* very properly The Vici. He makes very free with his master 
«« like molt other Fice-reys or Prime^minisiers, so that he it 
" the devil's Fiee or Priffle-minister. And, (adds Mr. Upton) 
" this it is which maAes him to fancy!" £:f tract from Mr. Upton's 
note on Rich. III. act. iii. sc. i. N. B. I make no doubt bat the 
teader will observe the beautiful cotnpUment to monarchy and 
arristocracy most logicelh deduced* This personage has been 
tnuch patronited of late in France^ where every species of 
ViCBy old or new, is exercised and used nuithout any aiireviatm, 
to speak with Mr. Upton. 

(/> Rooh of Cookery j^\ am afraid diat these extracts will 
prove what Decker, in his QuVs Hornhooky calls, *« 7be finful 
•• Suiurhf of Cookery.^' Mr. Collins, (In his PoTATOB-notc, 
at the end of Troiius and Cressida) extracts without a blosh, 
from the Good Hi9u/ewifs*s JeweU a receipt with all the ingredi* 
ents AT FULL L£NGTH» 7 make A tart that is a covaAQfi /# 
*' a man wr nuomuH%^ And this is but a specimen. 

Non more probo; cum carmina lumlum 
Intrant, et tremulo scalfuntur uhi intima versu.f 

+ Pen* Sat. t. v. fto. 
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And then returning 'from that antique waste, 

5^ hairdby ParTjCO the Guide of publick taste. 

F 3 AUTHOR, 

{i) The commentators on Shakspeare are peculiarly, and 
even zealously, studious in mtnutefy explaining and declaring all 
the various mpdes and receipts which the age of the Fir gin Queen 
jifFordcd or recommended for the fervice of the Quen of, Lovg 
and soft defire. Whole pages are abfolutely ^/^^ with venereal 
prov6catiyes» with the power of ilssing comfits^ strtued prunes^ 
the virtues oi potatoes^ cringorwit^ &c. &c. Must thefe comments 
be stiled the," Fauca suo Galio qua vdle^at iji/a Lycoris ?"f I 
sometimes doubt what book I have in my hand. Thefe fair 
editors j-w all they can^ nor let us dr^am the refi, Mr. Steeven^ 
in his advertisement to the edition of Shakfpeare in 1778, seems 
to have had his fcruples on the subje^ of thefe fjous prunes 9 and 
virtuous bulbs ; *^ Such (fays he) as would be acquainted 
yrith tAeJirofiriety of Falstaflp's allufion to stevsed firunes^ (hould 
^ot he disgusted at 3 multitude of in (lances, &c. &c. &c. Some 
folks are very sagacious, and cry out firft j but it will not do? 

After a very long note pn jtewed prunes, by Mr, Steevens, 
vol. V. p, 375. edit. 177S, and vol. viii. p. 529, Edit. 1793, 
(which sec and read,) The Reverend Do ctoh Farmer adds, very 
properly, " that Mr. Steevens has /«////^ discussed thesubjeft 
*^ of stewed Jirunes 9 that one can add nothing but the /trice j^" 
(Right:— ffflT de/uit «««« Fabricio: f Juv. S. 4.) and there^ 
fore adds the Reverend DocToa, in a fiiece called Banks's Bay 
Horse in a TrancCi 1^9;, "we have a flock of wenches set 
V up with their stewed prunes, itine for a tester.'* , At other 

times 
t Virg. Ech 10. v. %. 

f Fahricius^ /• c* George St^evens^ Esquire M 
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AUTHOR, 

What ? — must I enter the dramatick course; 239 
Burst through the countless squadrons foot and horse-? 

All 

times these subjects are explained in the learned languages,y0ir 
M^ «j^ of scholars, as in vol. iv. p. 211, edit. 1778, and in vol. 
iv. p. 8c, edit. 1793, ^7 ^^* Stcevens. " Urticae marinaB 
♦* omnts /irurifum quendam movent, ct acri mania sua Venerem 
<< sopitam et extinctam exQttant,** Johnston Hift. Nat. de Exang, 
Aq. p* 56. I protefl I sometimes think these reverend or ir- 
reverend commentators are about to change sexes, or have done 
so, and set up for (what Milton in his Apology for Smectymnus 
calls) " Qld Prelatesses with al! their young Corinthian Laity.'* 
I wor^der we have never yet had Th€ Btauties of Mr, Steevcns, 
of The Reverend Doctor Farmer, of Mr. CvlUns^ (the potatoe- 
critick,) &c. &c. as a convenient manual for young or old 
men, who would be young. Mr. Collins has given the publick 
four pages in 8vo. small print, on the astonishing virtues of 
voThTO^%, {a tempest of firwocation) printed by themselves at 
the end of Troilus and Cressida. This useful note would have 
been placed with better grace at the end of <* Lovers Labour 
** Ltf/?." — It is indeed matter of great and ofienfive scandal to 
c^/rK//^ such refuse and filth »y4a« this nation, and u/ion ah, 
the countries in the Eaft and Weft who read Shakfpeare's works. 
It is highly injurious to make Shakspeare the vehicle of so 
muchtf^x^^ff^ trashy raked together from old plays, old cookery 
books, and trumpery novels. But, lam told, the poet must be 
yiustr^ted. In these particulars, Mr. Stecvens, Pr, Farmer, 

Mr, 
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All that for Massinger and Beaumont fight. 
But leave their authors in a wretched plight; 

F 4 From 

Mr, Collins, and Mr. (I know hot whom) may as well illustrate 
the latter part of the fourth book of Lucretius. The corrup- 
tions of our nature are the most mortifying comment. They 
need neither incitement nor illustratim. Whoever considers, 
seriously or politically, the dominion of hid and .lewdness, and 
the ^ide-wasting desolation and irreversible misery which they 
throw among the defencelefs and^ much-suffering fex, left to 
deftitution, and difeafe, and poverty, and despair, and con- 
tempt, and barren forrow ; will be cautious how he adds even 
ene unnecessary or heedless incitement to this overbearing fury. 
A man of fense, if not of morality, in remarking on all fuch 
passages as I have noted, and many others, would content him* 
felf with faying, " This or that paflfage contains an indecent 
allusion not uncommon in the novels or plays of the time ;*' or 
at least would be satisfied with a single inflance to shew it. 
Whatever is more than this^ conieth from a source which is not 
good. At present, there really should be an exjturga'tory index 
to THE BEST edition, (and in many refpedts it is the beft) of 
Shakspeare, before it is put into the hands of ladies and the 
younger part of the readers of Shakspeare. I believe tifcrc is 
not one reflecting scholar in this learned kingdom, who will npt 
join in this and in the following criticisms on the present subject, 
whether the criticisms are severe, jocular, or indignant. 

Carminaque jimidum^ justamqite firohaverai IR am !•}* 

(/) The Reverend Doctor Parr, in his dedication of <* Tracts 
•* of Warburton and a Warburtonian, &c," (reprinted in 

1789 

f Ovid, Metam. L. 6. v. a. 
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)From Capell steal, yet never own the theft, 

And 

X789J note 8. p. 1^0, has most kindly pointed out to fu^h 
vndifcerning persons as myself, that " Maloncj Reed^ Farmer^ 
•* and Tjrtvbiit^ have come forward as the Guides of thb 
•* PuBLiCK Taste." To be sure he has added, " Mr. Stecveas, 
** the two JFartws^. Bprke, and in his critical capacity, Dr, 
•* Johnson." But even in this Jatter part I must remark a 
strange coalition. With the names of Burke and J^hnjhn whq 
can place a thrrd modern in the lame rank ? Of Mr. Steevens's 
claffical erudition and ingenuity much might be said ; yet z\\ 
which he has iicinowMged as his oivn writingf consists of notes 
on Shakspeare. Every one muft regret that the History of 
English Poeiry was left unfinished by it's lamented and deeply 
learned author : and as to his brother Jofeph's pleafant C§mmonm 
Place Book on Pope, it was always amusing to me. But whei^ 
the title of Guides oj the Publick Tajie is given \o Malone^ Reed^ 
Farmer^ (^viATyrwkitty) who are note^makers alone by profes- 
sion, I find my felf conflraincd to loofc into my English Dic- 
tionary for the meaning of the words guide and taste. Indeed 
J have often wondered how fo deeply learned a fchplar as Mr. 
Tyrwhitt ever fufFered himfelf to be enrolled with thcfe 
Siote-makers on Shakspeare. But the leader of them has a 
tongue to flatter and wheedle. Homer explains it beA : Hol^outu; 
% r'exXE\)/s voov icvKa 'Kzp fpoveovruv. In this manner the 
name of Samuxl Johnson was imijiorabfy aflbciated with that 

of GbOEGE StE£VBN3» 

I have felccted this passage from Dr. Parr's fplendid dedica- 
tion of thefe Warbartonian Tracts, in which a man, in the 
vigour of his faculties and strength, has not thought it unbe- 
coming his character to attack, like ^ puny whipster, the 

established 
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And then desert (m) him of his store bereft. 



Oh 



feftablished dignity of departed excellence ; and with imbridlccl 
licence of language has endeavoi|re4 to invade the retreat and 
^he repofe of a moft learned and venerable prelate, + now in full 
^gp and hoary bolinefs. I speak with feeling of fuch a conduct, 
and I fpeak with the feelings of a man| for what is a mere 
•cholaranda quoter of Greek, when he forgets the man? I 
trast Dr. Parr has fevercly felt the unmeaning vanity and silly 
cruelty of calling forth again to publick notice thefe tracts, 
which their authors long wished to give up to oblivion. Leland, 
and the great and truly liberal Jortin, might have been as ably 
defended at another time s^nd in another place, I cannot be 
repaid for such indecent pondtict by the amusement I receive, 
^to use Dr. Parr's vwn words) *Sfrom the lucky and lucid inurvah 
«* bctwicn the Ji<iroxysms of (Dr. Vsivrh) /tolemici filtrenzy ; from all 
f* /itf laughable and all the loathfome singularities nuhich float u/ion. 
^^ the surf ace of his (Dr. Parr's) diction \ nor can I hang viith 
y fondness and admiration over the crowded yet clear and luminous 
^^ galaxies of imagery diffused through (Dr. Parr's) works ^ p, 151,'* 
|cc. &c. But if I should quote any more of such words, the 
feader .would take the Doftor's Greek for English and his 
English for Greek, and be apt to cry out with honest old 
poylcy, in thfe farce of Who's the Dufief (which I am not, but 
the Do^6r may know who is) ** 111 be curs'd if this it English.** 
Indeed I have no more time or place to allot in this First Part 
pi my Poem to Dr. Parr.— I refer my reader to the Third Part^ 
in which the Do^or makes a more publick and distinguished 
fntry. 

(m) There are men now in great vogue who will . feel the 
^rce of these two lines. (1794.) 

+ Dr.HuRD, Bifliop of Worcester. 
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Oh injured Patron of our noblest bard ! 
Capell, («) receive this tribute of regard. 
And may this honest verse to life and light 
Call forth thy name, and vindicate thy right. 

Must 

(n) Mr. Capell, the Editor^ I call him the Fafronf af 
Shakspe\rs« This gentleman was of a singular turn of mind, 
perhaps a little too minute, btit of a curiosity unbounded and 
insatiable. They who are acquainted with his critical writings 
on Shakspeare, and his accurate researches into this species 
of antiquity, and who have considered and eftimated //// 
edition of the poet, wili\ndt scruple with me to pronounce him. 
The Fat/ier of all legitimate Commentary on Shakf/ieare» To this 
gentlennan's intimacy, and to the .knowledge of his most learned 
investigations, were admitted men whom I forbear to name. 
But mark the consequence. His edition was condemned, or I 
should rather say, damned by those, who in the poet's awn 
words, 

" To his unguarded nest, Wkcwea/el crittch^ 
Came- sneaking ^ and so suck'd his princely eggs.'* J 

And when the School of Shakspearb in j vols. 4to was 
published {alas ! after his death) we were told forsooth, that 
we had nothing to learn on the subjed. Indeed !-^l am pleased 
however, to see that Mr. Capell's Preface is admitted into the 
new edition of Shakspeare, in Fifteen volumes. It will not 
be loo much to hope for an edition in Fifty volumes quarto^ 
printed oa a iiire-wove Jiajievy glazed^ and /tot fressed, 

-f- The npojrfltTcL/Q/v. 
t Hen. V. Aa. i, Sc. z. 
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Must I for Shakspeare no compassion feel,- ♦ 
Almost eat up by commentating (o) zfeaL? . 250 

On 

foj I hope tht reader will not be displeased with a short 
observation on this subject. — Shakspkarb was born in the 
year 1564, and died on the 23d of April in 16 16, on his birth* 
day. It was not until full: seven years after his death that bi« 
play^ were ^rx/ collected and publifhed together in folio, in 
the year 1623, by two of his principal friends in the company 
of comedians, Hsmminge and CondelU They likewise corrected a 
j^roW edition in 1632. It may seem strange to as, but it is 
true, that no other edition of his works was attempted till eightf^ 
tnvo years after that time, when in the year 1714 a third edition 
was publiftiedby Mr. Rowc with very, few, if any, corrections. 
Pope, Theobald, Hanmer, Warburton, Capeil,. Johnson, 
Stf evens, and Malone, have fince that time given new editions. 
Mr. Steevcns, in the year 1766, published -^ particular editioa 
in 4 volumes in 8vo. of all the plays which were printed in 410. 
in Shakfpeare's life- time or before the RcQoration. It is printed 
verbatim from the old copies, and is curious and valuable. Mr. 
Stceven^ asserts unequivocally, that *' no /iroof c&v^bc given that 
the poet 5U/terintended the frttblication of any one of these himself,''* 
Pref. vol. i. p. 14. If this be true, as I believe, what can any 
editor arrogate to l)^felf concerning the genuine text of this 
great poet ? I am not fpeakingjof conjectural criticifm, and of 
an accurate rcviiion of the punctuation, which is of real confe- 
qilencc, bi\t of the actual words themfclves as written Hy Shak- 
tpearc. The original players, Hemminge and Condell, were 
in possession of the only MSS. which were extant at the very 
^ime when the plays were firft acted ; and it is probable that the 
klay-haufi manufcript copy was the only one to which they could 

refer. 
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On Avon*s banks I heard Act4p:on [fi) mourn^ 
By fell IMacIt ILetter 5D0g» in pieces torni . 
Dogs that from Gothick kennels eager start, 
X AU well brokerin by Qoney-catching (^) Art, 



Sa 



refer, and no MSS. whatfoerer existed after that time. Shak^ 
fpeare appears wholly to have neglected or defpifed repatation 
in fucceeding ages. It is for this age to amufe itfelf with f^hoo^. 
tnd galleries, , and without blam?» in my opinion* 

(p) Videre canis ; primufque Melampus^ 
Pamphmgus et Dorceus, velox cum fratrc Lyci/ea^ 
Icbnobaiefqui %2igKX^ et villis Jfioha atris, 
Nehr»phonofque valens, et trux cum Laelape fherom^ 
Labros et Agriodos^ et acutac vocis Hyla&or^ 
Qnofque referre mora eft. Ea turba cupioiKE ?it^i)/B 
Qua via difficilis, quaqutefl via nulla^ scquuntur, 
Heu famulos fugit ipsb suos : clamare libebat| 
Action Ego/umi Domznum cognofcite tbstuum : 
Fellet ahesft quidtm^^it^ adsst. Ovid, Metam. lib, j, 

N.B. It is conceived that this eamm metamorphofis of the 
Commentators on Shakspeare, will be received in a pleaiant 
point of view without offence; for I muft fpeak it to the credit 
of our Englifti bfacfc fettec dogs,that upon the whole there is more 
harmony among them, (a few cafes excepted) than among tfic 
dogs that worried Greek and Roman authors in former times. 
I furcly may be excufcd for this caninityy if Mr. Bryant himfelf 
has been allowed to declare, without cenfure, that Yiuw<; fignify 
'Oi'Ifipeic : though certainly //^^ Hierarchy art infinitely indebted 
to him for the difcovcry. Bryant's MythoL vol. i. p. 329, &c. 
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So tender to the Paphian notes they move, 
And seem as they were only boimfor (qq) love. 
Hark, Johnson (r) smacks his lash; loud sounds the 
Mounted in rear see Steevens Whijifier-in^ [din : 

Rich 



(q) The fingularity of this term " Coney catching,** (which 
h the only reafon of my introdadng it) called for my attention ; 
%% no treatifes or farces, or whatever they may be, are more 
appealed to by the commentators than '< Greene's Jrt of Coney 
** Catching i Grtenc^$ Ground nvori of Coney^Catcbing i Greene's 
*^ Di/putatioH hetHAften a He ContyCatcbir and a She CoMy-Ca/cbir.* 
As toy poor library will not afford these valuahh books, I pro* 
fefs myfelf still ignorant of this anpient art of Corny ^Catcbing^ 
and therefore am by no means fit for a commenutor ; yet the 
reiader may perhaps think me fit for writing a note or two upon 
these ** Sna^pees up op unconsidered triples." (Wint, 
Tale, A. 4. lie. 1.)— I do not agree with Mr. Steevens that 
Couey-catcbing means the art of picking poikets ; (fee his note on 
the words ** Silly Cheat," vol.iv. p. jbS, ed. 1778^)— except 
there is any pleafant allusion^by anticipation, to fome late editions 
of Shakfpeare. lAy ^otox focketi cannot keep np withthefe rifing 
/^jsMxr^i upon them. Six Pounds Fiptsen Shillings!! for 
the last edition of Shakfpeare, and without any binding \ I cry 
yoa mercy, my good Mafier Steevens j think of ub poor poets. 

fqq) ** They of love and love's difport 
7Vt«/ fi arc sl Yi of their mutual guiit the feal.'* 

Milt. P. L. 

See the Comments on Shakspeare, as above, and /^^/n through 
the whole edition* 
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Rich with the spoils of learning's ISHntk dbmdn, 
And Guide supreme o'er all the tainted plain. 260 
Lo ! first Me/amjius (j) Farmer deftly springs, 
(Walter de Mapes(/) his sire) the welkin rings: 

Stout 

(r^ xSamuel JoHNsojr, L. L.D* The reader niiift know 
enough of this Huntsman, his green velvet cap, and brown brafs 
buttoned coat, and his churlifh chiding of every hound that 
came near him, &c. &c. at leaft it is not Jemmy Bofvi'el]*s fault 
if he does not,-— Johnson and Boswell ; At/rov kott Gkfxtrroifral 
But now we mnst all regret the lofs of the chearful, the pleas^nt^ 
the inimitable Biographer of his iUustrious friend. 

Dr. Johnson's comments on Shakspeare are never sullied and 
contaminated with minute explications of indecent passages : 

He bears no token of those sable streams. 

But mounts far off among the swans of Thames.} 

In whatever Dr. Johnson undertook, it was his determined 
purpose to redify the heart, to purify the passions, to give ar» 
Jour to virtue and an^dtnce to truth, 

(j) Melamfius signifies a dog with black feet. He is supposed 
to have run over the town and county of Leicester, but never 
could be persuaded to give any account ^//.f— This dog scented 

out 

§ Pope Dune, L. 2. v. 297. 

t I lament that Dr. Farmer never published his intended 
History of Leicester. I lament it, but I do not reprobate 
the Doctor, as he behaved in a gentlemanly manner when he 
declined procecuting that work, which is a real loss to the 
antiquary and the lover of topography. 
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Stout Gloucester (u) mark in Pampha^us{y) advance. 

Who never stood aghast in speechless trance; 

The sage Ichnobales (w) see Tyrwhitt limp; 

.Malone Hylactor [x) bounds a clear -voic'd imp; 

Asbolus 

:OUt the Ltarning of S/tah/teare with true and original sagacity^, 
and absolutely unkennelled it. This is his proper praise. Mr* 
Stcevcns says, ** Could a perfect znd decisive edition of Shakspetre 
*• be produced, it were to be expected only ^though we fear 
" in vain) from the hand of Dr. Farmer, whose more serious 
«* AvocATiovs/oriid Him to undertake what, &c. &c." Sec 
Advert, by Mr. Steevens to Shakspeare, Edit. 1793. ?• "• 
Such gravity rf comjiliments between two editors, reminds me of 
what Shakspeare calls, " The Encounter of two Doc 
••Apes," ("1794.) 

. ^/) VTalter de Mapes was the jovial archdeacon of Oxford, 
the Anacreon of the eleventh century. ** 4 decent .finest xokere 
** Tnifnkies loefe the gods^ §'* and author of the divine ode, begin* 
niGg: 

•* Mihi sit propositum in laberna mori ; 

Vinum sit appositum nnorientis ori, 

Ut die ant, cuni venerint angelorum chori, 

Deus sit pro/iitius huic Potatori /" &c. 

(») Stout Gloucester. — Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester.-^ 
See Gray's Bard. " Stout Gloucefter flood aghafl in fpeech* 
less trance." Stanza i. 

(v) Fantfhagus^sign\Bci a dog of a most voracious appetite, 
who snaps at and devours every thing digestible or indigestl. 

. blc. 
5 Dunciad B. 3, ao8. f Hor. A, P. v. 2a8, 
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Asbolus {%) Hawkins, a grim shaggy liound> 
Inmusick growls, and beats the bushes round ; (a) ^ 

Then 

bic. They u^ho are acquainted with the Di*vine Legation^ &c* 
&c, well know the nature of Warburton's literary appetite and 
the dimgcr of hunting in the same field with him. With all his 
pceientricities this was a noble dog, and there is not one of the 
tiiie breed left, worthy of the progenitor, though there arc a few 
mongrels. 

{nv) Icbnohat^s means a dog who tracks out the game before 
him. No one was more diligent than this dog, yet he fre- 
quently went upon a wrong scent; but would never suffer the 
hontsman to call him off, efpecially in the neighbourhood of 
Caitttrhuty and BristoL-^li I were again to metamarphosjc these 
hounds into men, I should lament the application of Mr. Tyr* 
whitt's learning and sagacity. ** Ilium fro literate pleriqae 
" laudandum duxerunt, quum ille, naniis quibufiam anilihus 
** occupatas, inter Milefias Funicas Apuleii sui et luditrm Utf 
*• raria consencsceret." (Vid. Julium Capitolinum in Vita 
Clodii Albini ad Constantium Augustam ;) I will however say, 
as to my own part. Ilium pro literato lauiandum semper daxi, 
but with a reserve as to the application of his learning. I wish 
ihii Jcbnobates had been utiiium sagax rerum. 

(.r) Hy lac tor means a dog with a dear and strong voice. One 
would think that this dog was one of Canidia's breed, which 
called from the sepulchre the actual remains of the dead to en- 
chant and stupify the living. This dog has been scratching up 
the earth about Doctors Commons^ and has torn op all tkt Wills of 
the actors who lived in Shakspeare's time, and carried them in 
his mouth to the printer of a late edition of that attthor.— 

But 
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Yet foaming with th* Archdeacon^s {d] critick blood j 

G See 

feut when i spcaJk oiF rational wen, it pafles the bounds of all 
sagacity to divine, by what fpccies -of refined absurdity the JFilis 
and Tefiaments '^ A^ors could be raked up ^apd^ j).uj)Jished to- 
itiustrate Shakspeare. . (See Malone*s Shakspeare, vol, ii. p. i86., 
&C.&C. fee. .aiid in ihe id. vol. of the edit, of Shakspeare, in 
1793.) A critick for such an inge/iious invention should be 
presented with the ahum Sagkna caltenirum^ wliicli would not 
easily fall from his heaJ. — But Mr. Malone has^ redeemed this , 
piece tff folly by many valuable literary excellencies, 

(2) Asholus signifies a dog of a swarthy complexion; 

\n\ Bea^. the buahes round.'^DGscriptive of Sir John Haw- 
kins's Histoiy. of Musick; in wWch however there is muck' 
original and valuable informatioir,- as in all his btherworks, so 
tinjustly censured in my opinion. Sir JohnV principal fault was' 
^igresdcnfrpm^tkt "iubject ; but if you ^excuse thisit, you are* well 
repaid by the information you receive. 

{b) Nehro/ihmts signifies a dog that slays the faWns and deef j 
and so ill truth it is ; 

At-chdeacons, rats,' and su<ih small de^r, " 
Have been Dick*s food for man/ a ycaK " 
Abd, a^ Lear says, ^* I'll take a wol'd with this fame l£akked 
••TkEBAN ;•' my learned Master Richard Porson: blit he loves 
m titles f It- would be better if he did. 

(r)— Mr, Malone says, the wdrd shrewd means acute^ or inteU 
ligent\ Mr, Steevens says, it is bitter or swere* Shaks. Ed, 
1793, y^}* ^'' P* 439* R^a<^pr| you may chuse, oi; rather com- 
btne 'the terms.', 

(d) The reader may be surprised to find any theological 
writings in this part \ but Mr, Steevens's ingenuity has icon- 

trived 
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See JDdrr^^r(rfi) Whiter o'er the learned soil, 271" 
Brisk, though at fault, with new associates toil; 

In 



ttlved to prcslMr. T^roftssor ?dfsoh*s letters to TVlr. Archdeacon 
'ffavis into tlie service of Shakspeaje ; and by suqh ijtigenuity 
wh ovwhai may hot be pressed into it ? This is quite a suffi*. 
cient excuse for me, or rather.a full juAificatton.pf my aUusioii 
to them. Sec Teaipcft, vol. iii. p. 63. Steev, £,dit, 1793. Mr*. 
Sfteevens stiles Mr..P, '* an excellent schiar and a Jierspkacms crh 
iUhy^vci which I most cordially and most sincerely agree. But, if 
I am rightly informed, he thanks neither Mr, Steevens, nor me, 
Jlor Dr. Pirr, nor Dr. Bumey the schoolmafter, nor any other 
DodorofMiftto in this oountrjr, f^wtny opkiiofl^y^may enter- 
tain or eJEpresfl of Imsi or his works. He neither giv^nor takes. 
Jciindtfae/Acchdcaconhasfe-piiUitfceil bt* work; and in my 
cf^inipn hats very wiibly decitned being led any more by Dick 
<*t^ Ii5*>«£jfo«i<.«* through ^rc, and throngh Hame and whirl- 
*^ pool, o'er bog and quagmire, and having knives hid under* 
<Vhis pillow." But the Arcbdeaeon has had the we^kAess to 
print his work on a ^voirt wwefiajier and bot'^nssed. Had I be6n, 
the Archdeacon,.! should have, been contented with the hot* 
/Lrejfing by Mr^ l^orfon^ hot indeed, hiuing hot ! This contro- 
versy ha? no good end. Learning is good, and theology is good ; 
but there is somethbg better, H h^aacn*^ There is alfoi %*' 
writer who says, KarxKduyJtrai £A]^OZ M^imm* Is'it aotso^. 
Mr. Professor? 

• 

(ddj Dorceusj li'gnities, tn my opinion, a dog of a. sharp sight, 

^pXtiiit^ni^hkt nobody else can in a large field.' Some derive it 

from Aopjcaj, capra, quasi per saltum^ which. I reject.— Sec Mr. 

: - • • ' Whiler's 
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In JieroH*^ {£) forrn^ mark Rifsott ts&tt contend^ 
Fiercc,-m^dgef> pale, Ik> commentator*^ (/) friend; 
Tom Warton last, Agriodos (j-) acute. 
With Labfos Percy (k) barks in close pursuit: 

Gi Hot 

Wliilter^9 Goiaiiiflnearsn oa %a2ctpe8fe, oa a urd; prmciplcj hc^ 
pQbrsfaeid hi s 794. Tbif n tertififtlj t T^ry karMd and sagacious 
^o%. He ii out of the adtual ciiade; bvrt mighty nihil grnlt pnk. 
piierf/|oiti: the pick bm^aiiiltlse daj : or inlplaiirwor^^ when', 
a new cnNtien ol Shakfjpeart if pmntedi^ tbere afioilld be a.^elee- 
tiott; of nous fiKftnr his Wok. Mii critidfin 6n ^ sscottd 
Edogue of the Poemv afitr^d toRoDrle^rV (hridy or Abdy) ra : 
p<»sl of iiigeinnify aftd idit(h»ti<re teaming kai never beea- 

.(c) fifatiMi signifieaa dof «f idoate femii^. 

(f) p0or^ Tfim JTarim could have tQld a pkeous tale, how his 
historick hodyvtas puncked full ^ deadly holfs by this literary 
Richard llld. Dn Percy coukl make a lasAca^tion dt two, in 
8(MBe anf^ienii Aitty, to a^ or ca&to. Mr. MalMe probajbly has 
fcl( a ^ipet rdthjUT strong* The aatiqaai^ks^iK they hatvc 
sfi9kmfar tbemteha. The Antiquarian Society is mmiakle aarf 
harmless, and from what I have seen, their publications resem- 
ble the subjects of them, Nsxt/onr AMENllNAxa^.yjK. Wh# 
could vidsh to disturb such repose ? 

(i^ Jlgnodos Agmtitk a dog with a shii-p tooth.— 1' always 
regret the Ibis of Thomas Warton: in his various writings 
he is attasing, instructive, pleasaot, tfaru^d, abd poeticak I 

never 
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Hot was titt ichace } d[ ' left it JoaiC of Breach } 

I Wish'd liot (6 be in at Shakspeare's death..- . _ 

/ OCTAVIUS. 

never received information so agreeably from any moderit 
writer. His edition of Milton's Smaller Poems, (an exquisite 
specimen of classical commentary, and worthy of his former 
observations on Spenser) Jeaves it a matter of unceasfiig/regret^ 
that he never pbhli^hed the Pa^adive \Mt and Regained* The 
want df the iail voliiine of the JHifto^Jof £nglifli Poetry, jnti^ft 
for dver be lamented. I defpair of aoy > aftift able to fini(h.su£h 
a>work, wijth ioftsi imperfe£kioQS»: and iieith fuch various em- 
dition.: Tom Wiarifoh had fathei; a: ikindly affection for the 
j»via1 fneinory of Archdeacon Walt<Qr.de Map^ of the nth 
centiiryv mentioned for hitf drinking Ode! in a former note. Mr. 
W. tells us, (with. a. warm patiegyrick; y^.his ad Dissert, to the. 
Hift.of E.P. th^t this divine Anacreon wrote also a Latin ode 
in favour of married^tMt^i concludtRg^ with these s/tmudXitiS9 i , 

Ecce fro Clericis muitum allegavi; 

Nee rio'n pfo Pfesbiyteri^multUHi eomprobavi ; ' 

Pater ttosrer pro me y«di»/tf»iyft«r^<iw^ • 

Dicat cjuifqtf* Presbyter f«« w<i Sua VI ! 

' I ()uote this for n^cv^H fake, quoniAm feccavi, vrnd am inelined 
to hope that tev^' Pfishytef cum sm S^avi^ will -be as kind to 
the author of thb poem on the Pursuits of Literaturb. ^ 
Rcquiefcat! ; i . : ; ■ . . •. : 

(h) Lahros signifies a clog tfiat^wx continually.— But I forget } 
Si quitdixerit Episcopum aliqud in^ mitate hhorzre^ anathemk 
c5J;o.r-AiiD thus 1 take my le^v<^ of the wholb hlatMttttt 
KENNEi,, with all their wit, and all their follies, and ;ilL their., 
n^erry humours ; and the^ nia^f both now and hereafcer|. unawed 
•..••... ' " ■•";■• ■' • ' ■ - ^"by 
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O C T A V I U S. 

Here yet awhile (i) these honest labours dose> 
And leave indignant Genius to repose. 280 . 

G3 

by their great Huntsman who is no more, and most probably on- 
molefted by me, continue to bark and growJ, and snap, and 
quarrel, and te^se one another, tiU there remains not a critical 
offal for which they may contend. £/ velut ahscnum certatim 
AcTiEONA clamtntn\ — Finally^ as to \K\% famous Edition of Shak* 
fpeartf by George Steevcns, Efq. and the whole bfacMetter 
KenneU^ I muft pronounce //*> ^ra/ Eulogiim, as it is beautifully 
conceived and expressed in the words of a master of the mod 
finifhed Latinity of the Augustan age. ." Hic Lij>er est conglu* 
tinatus ex tarn multisiiiris, quot unqs pinguis Cocus (hfs^ ioves^ 
jueSf grueSf anseres^ fiasseies^ coquere^ a^ut unfis fumosus Cale* 
factor centum magna hyfocaufta ex illiii calefacere/iossit U!^* Epist. 
Ohscurwum Virorum I 

(i) " Haec SAT brit, Divae, veftnim cecinifTe Poetam.'' 
So faid Virgtl,$ and so says my friend Octavius, to whofe 
judgment I fubmit, and write this note in conclusion for the present^ 
that I may offer and recommend to the consideration of all 
Poets, Orators, and Writers, facred and profane, a sentence ^ 
from Swift, which I could wish to fee engraven in letters of 
gold, as an everlasting admonition. Jt is this: 7osay the truth^ 
M no part of knowledge seems to be in fewer hands^ than that of 
M discerning WHEN TO HAV5 DONE." (1794.) 

f Qvid. Met. Lib. 3. § Virg. Eel. 10, y. 7Q. 
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C 'OS 1 

PREFACE !^^ 
TO THE SECOND DIALOGUE* 

pF THB 

PURSUITS OF LITERATURE, 



1 Avi\pvcai 

Lycophron. Cassandra, v. 139 f^ 



WO years have passed since I published ** The first 
•* Part of the Pursuits of Literature/' I now offer a con-r 
tinuation of it to the attention of those persons who 
may feel themselves interested in such researches; the 
§ubject^ of which are, in ?tkfir event, imporunt to u& 
^1. What I observed .o£ the First Part, I observe 
9f this, an4 the following Parts, V that no imitation is 
intended of any former writer or of any former poem,** 
Tha^ it will attract some attention in some places, I am 
confident; but it will be idle to make any conjecture as 
\9 the auth9r^t;.^e i$, and will be, concealed upon mo- 

tivcs 

\ First printed in May 1794* 
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tires vciy different from the apprehension of any private 
resentment* I dissuade every perfon from flippant and 
random application of any supposed name; it is as un« 
just as it is absurd. " Flebit et insignis tota cantabitur 
•* urbe/'+ was said of olid. I do not sJiy this, hvfti Recom- 
mend to every gentleman and lady of eminent sagacity 
and curiosity tor remember, that there is a darknefs which 
may hfelt. 

As to the subject of Satire in general, I will add a 
few words, as they are not wholly unimportant, and as 
they explain my own ideas. All reprehension of vice, 
or of folly, or of any moral depravity, must cease, at etfice, 
if it is required of the author of that reprehension, that 
ke be blamcUss himfelf in the strict, or indeed in any, 
sense of that word- But if the enumeration of evils, 
wickedness, folly, extravagance, abuse of knowledge in 
theory or in practice* and a cenfure of (uch actions and 
of such opinions, be considered as the production of a 
mind bad, reprehenfible, and unquiet in itfelf, I fear, 
that few pbtlosophens are exempted from the charge •. 
In my opinion, the Philosopher bimeelf is a Satirist, 
speaking to the world at large, without a specifick refe- 
rence to any nation* The Satirist, (in the common ac«- 
eeptation of the word) is a writer ill poetry or in prose, 
who addresses himsetl to ^ peculiar part of the world, 
and generally to his own countrymen, calling them to a 
view of their faults, follies, or ^ vices, which are ^lestruc- 
tive of society, of governmetit, of good maatiers; or of 
good literature. The philosophick Satirist effiectsliis pur- 
pose by appealing to man and his nature s'^he modern 

poet 

t Hor. Lib. ^* S. r. v. 45; 
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|Mft. snppeiinf ud .lekiiowledgiiig the trtiA ol <diete 
original priiiciples, aifiies virtxiidly ffom tbenou hut ^« 
ffccu his attendiQAi.m exlttii^ peraoius, circitmstaDCfv* 
opinioBS, and bioolu, in his <ywn; tijnefi« He iliitstriites 
his doctrine by that forqible ippeaU assisted bjr learning, 
wit, »ul. ridicule; with an honest «iideavoHr to ufhotd 
the common cause of wkiom^ of trttth« and of virtue, 
mtkoui which criticism is malignity, and satire is scandaU 

Yet, however excellent, the work of any Satirist is tran* 
silory as to it's immediate subject. But as it is a view of 
life designed (a) to be presented to other times, as well as 
those in which it is written, the necessity of an author's 
furnishing Notes to his own composition (h) is evident, to 
clear up for himself such difficulties as the lapse of time, 
(and indeed of a very Httle time) would unavoidably create. 
This is a privilege and a liberty which was denied to the 
ancients, which Dryden rejected, and Pope partially 
adopted. 

After these few observations, (which I thought neces- 
sary or I would not have written them) I oflFer this conti- 
nuation 



(u) I refer the reader to Dean Swift's dedication to Prince 
Posterity. 

> (h) ** Thi notes I wish /• he very large in what relates to- the 
persons concerned: for I have long observed that, twenty 
miles from London, nobody understands hints, initial letters, 
or town facts and passages, and in a few years not even those 
who live in London." Swifts Letter to Pope. July i6, 
172H.— Popc'^ Works, Vol. 9. p. 117. Warburtm^s edition, 8vo« 
N* B. Dr. Joseph Warton observes in his edition of Pope Vol. 
A* P» 3^3' that, this observation of Swift •* is a mortifying reflec- 
tion to the writers of Satire, and daily topicksof censure.*' I 
, have taken particular care in my poem to prevent this mmtifica* 
tiam. (added Jan. 1 798.) 
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nuation of the poem to my readers, foot without the spirit ^ 
pf a writer who has endeavoured weIU:'^>Ji, will also, upon 
reflection, add the words of a manv xiot:to be named 
on such an occasion/ ^* I do not look to be asked, 
*• wherefore I wrote this book ; it being no difficulty to 
*' answer, that I did it to those ends, which the best iQeq 
^* ^propose to themselves when they write/* 
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DIALOGUE THE SECOND./'*; 



AUTHOR. 



All hail to Cestria, and her mitred lord! (a) 
And may the muse in lasting strains record 
That Iawn*d Endymiori of a happier age; 
Who, wild with rapture and cmpirick rage. 
On bold aspiring pinion eould presume 
To journey through the vast ethereal gloom; 
Who tir'd of earth and dreams of gowned rest, 
. Sunk in the elysium of his Cynthia's breast i 

But 

• (*) First published in May, 1796. 

f«> John Wilkins, Bishop of Chefter in the last century, 
wrote a celebrated '* Discourse concerning the possibility of 

a pas- 
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fiut ah, for us these wizard wonders ceaSe : 
In war, death, pestilencffe, or dang'rotis peace, 10 
Condemned to groan in this disordered hour, 
Victors and victims of th* unhallow'd jpow'r. 
That bids the western world or rouse or weep. 
O'er whfcfmM . beticarf b the farmidabfc jdecpi 

OCtAVIUS. 

Of France (aa) enough : go bend before that tomb^ 
Where other palms and other laurds bloom. 

Where 

a passage to" themooOi'^ llpcti mywoffd, PhiUsdphy is Vveiy 
pleafanc thing, and has various ufes; one of the best is^ k 
makes U3 laugh sometimes. 

(aa) 1 can mentioti no lines so expressive of the state of 
France, (1796) a$ the tciXamuig. ttdaj^d from Boilesm* 

" Dechirans i I'envi leur pnjtre Rehuhlique^ 
Lions contre Lions, parens contre parens, 
Combatteot folkxntiit j^auft Lfi CiiQix,DB&TlrKAK8!^'| 

To some persons ^he {^Ilowiiig sublime p ictmei. as dr«wn by 

tW 

X Boil. Sat. 8. V, 132. 
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Whem Maror sleeps; or m tb? Sabine shade. 
Or in severe Aquinum's mmost ^ade. 
Fast by Volterra's'(^) dark Etrurian grove* 
With Boileau'^ (f) art and Dryden's rapture rt)ve. 
Bewise betimes, and in resistless prose li 

Leave. Bud^er Ai.ON£ to thwidcr on our foes : 

Let 

the master hand of that mighty poet Lycpphron, will have 
ilVfoKc^ under thftarnc allu^ioh. - 

AiraMTa h y^tmv TTpovfuyiarcini SoqV*(^w) 
. tiiiratf 7ri(fpixav S* ifsrs Kniti yvat 
Aoy^au «?ro(rT»xCwT£5. O*pi,oifyyi ie ptoi 
£va^9i 7r</|)y<tfv e^oxpufn iv$aXXfi«ayr. 
^ Upoq uidMfof iwfSsc^ ynvefiAi^ i^^^» 

Few ywfittxttfv^ xai iMtOfpofyMs irsirXo/v, 

fa; Juvenal was born at A<iuinun)| addPerfius at Volterra, 
In Italy. 

(i) BoHeink— The most perfect of all modern writers in 
tnie talte tad judgments His sagacity was unerring; he com* 
foiiBcd every i^cient excellence* and appears original even in 
the adoption of acknowledged thoughts and aliufions. He is 
the juft: aad adequate reprefvntative of Horace, Juvenal, and 

Persiu* 

f Lycophron* Cassandra, v. »49.' 
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Let Wakefield (^) rant, and pallid Thdwailbawlj 
Lords ef misrule in anarchy's wild hall ; 
Such prophets as ercbnjg Home Tookc may save^ 
And hide and feed iy fifties {d) in a cave* 

You 

Feriins unite^^ vwthoKt 9ne. indecent hkmish ; . and for iny owii pari 
I have always coniidcied him. as the most finished gentJem^ that 
everwrote. I have fpoken more at large of this poet in the 
Introdu6lory Letter to the P. of L. 

(c) Wakefield. Whenever I think of the name pf Gilheri 
W^akefield^ and look at the list, of his works, (for I would not 
undertake to read them all^)' I feel alternate forrow and indig- 
nation. His learning and sagacity are indeed fufficient to en« 
title him to some patronage, and to the removal of every want. 
But his spirit is fo restless, his temper is fo overbearing and ty- 
rannical, (I speak from tite consideration of his works alone) his 
contempt for othrrsis so great, and his personal vanity so con* 
spicuoDs, that even literature begins to be weary of him. But 
when I turn to his religious and political opinions, I find all 
the virulence and afperity of the reformer, all the insolence 
and even impudence of the assertors of equality, a want of 4e« 
gent, or even of common respect to dignified characters, and a 
mind ^naturally designed for better exertions, and cultivated in 
the groves of an univerfity) hostile and implacable to evory 
establishment, and with astiong tendency even to f sangaipary 

per£eC(Hioii« 



f See (if it is worth while) Gilbert Wakefield^s pamphlet en* 
titled ''Remarks on the General Orders given by the Duke of 
*' York to his army, July 7, 17941 respcfting the decree of the 

" French 
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You read perchanec a minister in books, (f) 
And knowan honest statesman by his looks; 
Think in debates the spirit may be seen , 
In Thurlow jtist, in Weddcrburne, serine j 30 

H 

persecution. I speak of him as a publick man ; I have no 
contempt of his attainments. But I will never suffer him, or 
any other man, who obtrudes himself and his poliiical princi- 
ples and measures upon the public^, to pass me without no- 
tice ; or as the poet strongly expresses it| 

Glomerare sub antro 
Fumiferam noctcm, commixtis igm tenehri^^ X 
without the reprehension he deferves. (1796.) 

(d) Byjtftits. •• Obadiah took the Jtrejihtts^ and hid them by 
^fty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water. ^* Kings B. i. 
ch. iS. V. 4. In the fr(>vifiptts of that most important, and I 

wish 



" French Convention, to give no 5juarter to the British andHa* 
** noverians, 1794." I only mention this or any of Mr. Wake- 
field's writings for their s/iirit and tendency^ as the compositions 
are worth little notice, I shall not at present wander through his 
Silva Critica^ '* Ubi passim palantes Error recto de tramite 
** peltit.'*§ His ravages on Virgil and Horace, in his late edi- 
tions of them, are often as shocking to taste as to truth. Beii^^ 
ley's hook (I beg pardon for coupling^ the names) was nothing 
to ihtleveliing axe of Oil. Wakefield. If Mr. WakeJieki does 
not write with greater care and ability than he has hithe'tQ 
shewn, neither mifff, noxgojs^ nor columns will permit bis woiK^ 
tp be extant very long. 

5 Hor. L. 2. Sat. j* v. 4a. 
X Virg. ^n. 8. V. 254, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C "4 ] 

In Grcnvillc, firmness; majesty, m Pitt; 

And in Dundas, the courage to submit t 

Proud of your keen discernment you retire, 

Smit with the fame of Rollo*s bard (g) and squire. 

You'd print (poor man !) your satire and your song,' 

Correct as Gilford, or as Cowpcr, strong, 

AUTHOR. 

Yes : to my country's justice I appeal. 
Nor dread the press, the guillotine, nor wheel, 

. Nor 

wish I could say, perpetual act, (passed in 1795) for preventing 
seditious assemblies, &c. &c* &c. it is specified, that none of 
thefe prophets, orlectureres,pr diviners in democracy, shall mee^. 
in greater numbers than fy ffty in a cave, or elsewhere : ancj 
considering the inflammatory nature of their disorders it is de«> 
youtly to be wished, that they may be |cept upon the san^e 
cooling diet. 

(f) I allude to the profound |cnowIedge which busy mcA 
acquire of the most secret designs of the British, or even of fo- 
reign cabinets,— -from the news-papers. Nothing is so pleasant 
as to. hear men assert without the least hesitation what they l^nvux 
of the intention of Ministers. I really enify the satisfaction 
they feel, when they communicate their discoveries to 8uc(^ 
unenlightened and ignorant men as myself. 
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Nor fulsome praise, nor coldness of neglect. 
Nor all that poets' meet, biit scarce expect ; 40 
Yet diough the question I shall never fear, 
A rhyming culprit's. bold copfession hear. 

Memory I have,, not Middleton (/) has more; 
Plays I could frame, like Ireland, [k) by the scorej 
Could sing of gardens, yet well pleas'd to see ' 
Walpole (/) and Nature may, for once, agree; 
Or give with Darwin, to the heclick kind, 
Receipts in verse to shift the north-c^st window) j 

H2 

. (() Dr. Lawrence; Author or Editor of the RoUiad, Pro, 
bationar; Odes, &c. 

: 0) The famous witness on Mr. Hastings's trial, the discipfc 
of Themistoeleg, 

(h) The publisher of the newly.found manuscripts in Sh^ 
s/eare^s^ha«d -writing. The reader will find more on this 
subject m the course of /^V Second Dialogue. 

(I) Read (it well deserves the attention) that quaint, but 
mostcanous and learned, writer's exceUent Es'sajj oa Modern 
Gardening, at the end of his Lives of the Painters,, , 

{m) See Dr. Arin's Lpvcs of th* Plant* aUd. a Jon* .mI 
pkasaot note, in wliel, tbeP«aof thinks k ^&y ibuibk » 

' * Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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With Price {») and Knight grounds iy neglect improve, 
And banish use, for naked Nature's love, 50 

Lakes, forests, rivers, in one landscape drawn. 
My park, a county, and a heath, my lawn; 
With Knight, man's civil progress(e?) could rehearse, 
P;^ Hume, qr Smith, or Tacitus i» wrjf. 

And 

pMage th w/Wj, (an4 every thing else I believe) at l^ plea* 
•ure, hy mliuhfhiUsg/ihy. I never read any thing so coniforta* 
ble in my life.. MartinusScriblerus will be, a/ter all^ a legiti- 
inate natural philosopher,^ It appears to me, that Dr. Darwiil*$ 
ingeniws understanding is pecaliarly adapted to solve the follow- 
ing problem in If i9/»rtf/ philosophy : "Whether, the Jiybemal 
^^ frigidity ef the Anti/todes^ Jiassing in an orthogonal line through th^ 
^ homogeneous solidity of the center^ flight nuarm the superficial con* 
*Knewtj^ rf our heels hy a srft antiperistasis ^^' I have given a tran- 
slation of this great and useful problem, (as the French Philoso- 
pher Pantagruel is not quite so intelligibly in the original,) thai 
Dr. Darwin may discuss it at large in the; next edition of his 
Zoosiomia^ which is much tp b^ desire^. I refer the reader to the 
Cnme Philosofihi^ue des Questions Bncyclopedique at the end of 
Kabelais Book 5. The trut cream of their modern Encyclopedia 
islo be found in the French Kevolutjon, i7B9/&c« 

(«) Price aiid Knight.— :$ee tfic various treatises^ all curious 
and in some degree pleasant, - on the subjed of landscape, and 
the art of laying out grounds. Knight an^^ice, versus Masoi^ 
»od Brown, RsrroN, Moderator. I haiJBI doubt pif the de- 
fifiioaal the bar of tas^, l^uc I certainly .^ul4 not bring the 
' causq 
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And, while Silcnus and his votaries nod, 

Qjjiaff Papbian grosfincss frgm my crystal (/) God ; , 

H3 Or 

cause in tlie coiirt it Guildhall. With the giants on the jury, 
and Lord Kenyort for" the judg6, there certainly would bc^ 
verdict for the Bro^dignag Gardeneri, Knight and Price. 

{0) Seeandr^tf/i? (if possible) irhat Mr. R. P. ICnight calls 
a Didactick ^o^«, "The Progress of Civil Society, in fix 
books, 4to.*' , I protest I speak impartially, when I assert that 
Mr. Knight seems to have no other ideas of poetry, than that of 
lines and syllables put into a measure with, now and then, 5ome 
little attention to grammar, I mean when he wites wrset 
himself. For if he cbnccives, that the versification of Montes- 
quieu's Spirit of Laws, Tacitus on the Germans, Smith on the 
Wealth of Nations, . Robertson's Iiitrodaction to his History 
of Charles V. Stuart on the View of Society in Europe, and 
such works, is/oe/r^, there is no. kelp for him, he must be suf^ 
fered to rhyme on» " Dogmatixer en vers'^ et rimer fiar chapitres,*^f 
It is impossible to criticise or exaHiine the whole in a note, 
but I will give a specimen of such observations as I should make, 
if I were to go throuj^h the whole of this tedious piece of work. 
Mr. K. is very fond of beginning all his books with Jouht, like 
a true philosopher ; he always uses the words " IVhether this, 
or whfthr that — ox 'whether the other" — is the case, never decid* 
ing the point, nor giving even a </ok^^«/ solution oiJoubtfuldouhs^ 
as Mr. Hume kindly used to do. But whethet^Mr. K. understands 
bimself, even in the very beginning of his poem, may, be a 
doubt ; but whether his/Feaders undei*stand him, i» no doubt at 



I 



oileau, Sat. 8, r* xi6. 
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Or 1 could scrih^/e (q) for historick fame, 
Like Gillies^ ifeeble, fofmal, dull and tame ^ (qq) 

Then 

.^11% He begins thus J ^okthjirst^ Vent ti^ first. (I uke the 
ViCtses 4t the very beginning, to shew wy impartiality.) 

*^ ff^tker primordikl mdiion sfrtmg to life 

From the wild war of elemental strife. 

In centr^ dmins- the mass inert cmfi^Cti^ . - ^ . , 

And sublimated matter into mind ; 

Or v)heik%r one great, all pervading soul, &€« 

Or—: 

Whxthtr^ in Fate's ettmmt fetters, homd 

Mecbanick Nature ^^ffi her endless round, 2:0. Uc% 

In ^11 this mist and darkness which he flings around hidti, h6 
certainly is little better than Punch in the puppet sh^vr, '^Ha,- 
** zy weathef, ftiaster Noah :*' for I am certain that neither 
Panchy nor Mr. Knight can look throttgh this preparatibn of 
the poetical sky for the metaphysical deluge which ensues, 
when hi is to 

«* Trace out the slender socUl links that hind 

*« in M-derH chain, the cIims of mankind, &c. &c.*' 

Oie /am satis-^But then I am told there are so many pretty and 
intelligible passages (I grant it, Horum j;i«y(//V7/^2j miferabilis!) 
in this and toother poem (I muft mean the Landfcape ;) and the . 
ladies fay it is fo charming to wish to be buried under an oah^ 
and fo romantick, fee p. 153 --I wiih from my foul that all 
the democracy and infidelity in the kingdom were buried under 
the great guardian oak of England, and the spirit of Mr. Knight 
confined in the stem of it. He might cry out as luftily as 
Polydorus, and all the conjurers of the Diltg^ti might aifiil at 
the di(inchantment if they pleafed.-^N* B^^^im infinitely in< 

debted , 
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Then tir'd of truth, like Coxe, to fables stray,' 

And vie. with Croxall in my notes on Gay; (r) 60 

H 4 I could 

^bted to Mr. Richard Payne Kncght for the hottonr he has been 
pleafed to confer on my note in the Firil Dialogue of this Poem 
en the Furfuits of Literature ; seep. 17. &c. of his Preface to 
kis Progress, of Civil Society.— •* ^Mr. Knight's bed he a hed if 
twturesyhe has made it for him/e/f^X I did not name him, as the 
author of the Essay '* on the Worship of Pk-iapus," but h« 
has now named himfelf. I am glad, hotvever that he has some 
sense of ihame left, by endeavouring to explain atvay one of the 
moft unbecoming and indecent treatifes which ever difgraced 
the pen of a man who would be thought afchoiarand a philo- 
fopher ; and I perfevere in that opinion, and coi^ld be tempted 
to copy even my former note^ Mr. K. had better have kept to 
his Pr/W/^i^j, A, B, r. A, xtX. (See his' Greek alphabet.) I 
hope he will do better in future ; and fpare roe more trouble, 
{ am;is tired of him as he can be of me* As Mr. Knight is a 
Member of Parliament, I muft fairly tell him, that if he it 
appointed Chairman of any polite poetical Committee^ and any 
more '' refiorts Progress, and asks leave to sit again," the mo- 
tion will be negatived hy the whole house. (1796.) 

(p) ** Vitrco bibit iUe Priapo.'^ Juv. Sat. a. v. 95^ See 
Mr. Kn}ght's Bssay on the Worfhip of Priapus, and my note 
oiT it in the Ftrft Dialogue of this Poem. 



X I quote Junius in Englifli, as I would Tacitus or Livy in 
Latin. I cdnsider him as a legitimate Englifli claffic 

f See the Fir^t Dialogue of the P. of L. — I have been told that 
Five Guineas !s' the price of r-^^-E.'j^ c?» Priapus^ if a copy 
is at any time to be fold. ' 



Digitized 



by Google — ^ 



I no ] 

1 could, like Seward, if for scraps you call. 
Turn publick bagman,(j) train'd in Walpole'^ stall i 
-^ ' Or 



fij) Soon after Mr. Cibbon had piiblislied the stcbnd and 
third volumes of his Roman History, the late Diike of Gumber- 
land accidentally met him, and intending to pay him a great 
compliment said ; " How do you do, Mr. Gibbon^ I sec you 
are always kt //, the old way, scrMk^ scribbU^ jrr/^^/^.*'-^Therc 
are various judges of historical writing, from Quintilian to 
th« late Duke of CumbeHapd.-^Dr, Gillies wrote" the History 
of Greece, &c, in a manner quite different from Mr. Gibbon. 
But, according to Pliny's good-humoured observation ; Hisf^ 
ria qu$quo wwfo scriptadelectat^ (17 96. ) 

(yy) The epithets in the verfc are designdld to characteriste 
the 'Writings of Dr. Gillies. There is fome leatning, great dili- 
gence, attention and application, but rio marks of genius or of 
strength in his compositions. Sed tamen in /irem. And I wish 
them to be fo, as the Doctoi: is a maii of good intentions, a 
passable scholar, an indefatigable reader, and of most refpec* 
table character^ I fptak of nothing but his writings^ 

(r) Fables by John Gay, illuftrdted with notes by WitLtAM 
CoxE, M.A. F.R.Si FAA. Reaor of Bemerton, Prebendary 
«f Sarum, Domedick Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Salifcury^ 
late Fellow- of King's College, Cambridge, Member of the Im- 
perial CEconomical Society of St» Peterfburgh, and of the Roya{ 
Society of Sciences at Copenhagen, Chaplain to H. G« Th^' 
Duke of Marlborough j &c. &c. &c. !!l ( 179'^.) What will Mr. 
Coxejwrite next? To be fure Addison did gravely comment 
•n Chevy Chace. I am not inclined to liiake any other com- 
parifon. (1796.) 

{j) See (for they are vtty entertaining' hut ioery dear) Mr. , 
Scward*s Anecdotes of dlilinguiihed perf6n$| &c. in four vo* 

lames* 
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Ot to Cythsfefon^ From the Treasufy, rticv*; 
And, like Sir James Bland Burgess, (/) murmur love; 
Or with Fitzpatrick, mark the space between 
A tainted strumpet and a spotless Queen; (//) ^ 

Then 

lumfs. IpreiFerMr. Seward to every compiler of. anecdotes^ 
except the Hon. ^r. Horace Walpole, now Lord Orford. A 
^ititing Jiiraty is very convenient and pleafant to one's friends. 

('7960 , 

(tj I allude to Sir James Bland Biirgess*s Pafem, entitled, 
** The Birth and Triumph of Love," actpompanied by the pret*- 
ticillittle designs of the Amoretti alati by one of the fairest, 
Aiost ingenious,' and most illuStfibiis )iahds f in the kingdom. 
Sir James, fate Under Secretary of State, is very properly, (as ~ 
ail Under S»ecrctariesbf State, or 'Chief Secretaries in the Trea- 
tuf)', Ihould be,) attentive to his character, and is particularly 
afraid of the fmalleft Cupid ^Uhwt a muzzle. Sir James fays, 
•* That boy and that boy's deeds shall not pollute my meafure,'* 
St. I. Now when Iconfider what Virgil and Taifo have faid 
and fung of '* that hoy and that koy^s dceds^^ it is a little prudish 
in Sir James Bland Burgess, Baronet and Poet, on such a fubjeet 
to have fuch fears* A poet may be a little playful. But Sir 
James Bland Burgess is right after all; there certainly should be 
none but the mint wtunis perfons about Secretaries of State, an4 
in the precincts of the Treafary, though now and t;hen a ftragg- 
lef^f another description will be found, norwithftanding the 
unremitted diligence and undiverted attention of George Rofe, 
Efq. 

^//J A line taken from thePoliticalEcIogtie, intitled *^Th Lyau ;** 
the most finished of all the productions by the Authors of th^ 

RolJia^i 
t H. R. H, The princess Elizabeth. 
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Then furnish feasts for each Parnassian prig, , 
K Fhrence goose, three ducklings, arid one (v) pig; 
With Spartan Pye {x) lull England to repose. 

Or 

Rolfiad. Publick report has assigned this classical but too free 
composition to the keen, sarcastick pen of General Fitzpatiick. 
•• Such is the Bard whose distich sonte conmiend," &c. I may 
be mistaken as to the Author, but I have selected this eclogue 
10 reprobate the licentious spirit which pervades the whole of it. 
The Art of Political Lying indeed was not invented by Lord 
l^orth, Mn Fox, Mr. Pitt, General Fitzpatrick, or any modern 
Statesman. It is an ancient and approved art by John Bolh 

(v) A Florence goofcy &c.— *See a publication,, entitled, *' An 
" Ode to an Eton Boy, 7hee Sonnets, and Qyte Epigram ;" by 
William ParfoDSy Efq. This, gentleman is the fahrest of all 
Mr. Gj^ay's Criticks: he even allows the ibpetiority of. his 
genius, and gives his own verfes iii Mr. Gray's meafure. The 
okliquity of the principles and of the understanding is sometimes 
unaccountable. 

(x) Spartan Pye,— Mr. Pye, the pres|ent poet Lanreat, with 
the best intentions at thb momentous period, if not with the 
very best poetry, translated the Terfes of Tyrtaeus the Spartan. 
Thqy were designed to produce animation throughout the king* 
doro, and among the Militia in particular. Several of the Re* 
viewing G^erals (I do not mean the Monthly or Critical) were 
much impressed with their weight and importance, and at' a 
board of General Officers, an experiment w^s agreed upon, 
which unfortunately failed. They were read aloud at, Warley 
Common»and atBarham Downs by the Adjutants, at the head 
of five different regiments, at each camp, and much was 

expected. 
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Or frighten children with Lenora's (j) woes : 70 
I could— 

OCTAVIUS, 

Do what ?-^where will your Vaunting reach ? 
Is this a prelude to your parting speech? 

AUTHOR. 

txpe6Ved. But before they were half finished, all the front 
ranks, and as many of the others as' were within hearing or 
ver/e-iAoif^ro^ped thfir arms {vf^i^jf^ly^ and were all futmd fast 
m\leefi !!! Marquis Townshend, who never approved of the 
k:heme, said, with his ufual pleasantr)-, that the first of all poets 
f*servfd, Aat **' ^Zr^i is the brother of Death:' (1796.)*- 
N. B. Certain. kji»da.0f/«^/o^ and writing (to which I bavebeen 
too much aocuJbHiUd) may be added to the numbar of tb« 
Ttvia hywymi' or S^/ftwi/Seis, whicih groat medical writers affirm 
tebe,«rci|5ffiffv«f«bs^»motionSyftc.'&c. in ihort the ir«<r* ra 
Iwaofiga. The acute physician A a BTjetis thus speaks : — Ywv« 
myijyot a,VMi tit ^vytiOecr. N«t;ri)w ju^cv^ i ey scKaru xaraucXMTir, 
xou> tv &a}^Mr<nn »6f»^opaf, xoui KiytaKwv firxps^ xau xvfAocroJV xTwroy, 
avsfMrv Tg Sofj^Sos — xtX. Aretaei De Morris Acutts Capm i. p. 75. 
Edit.Boerhaave 17 31 .The wh^le passage is uncommonly eloquent 
and fehsible. My medical readers, will thank me for pointing 
it out. Aretasi»s, is perhaps, the first defcriptive painter in his 
art* Such accomplished scholars as the venerable Dr. Heberden, 
Dr. Glynn, Sir George Baker, Dr. Turton, Dr. Mttman, DK 
Litfkhaies, Dc« Viviaa^andafewothersy {^AfdUn^ mmma di^na 
charo) will confirm my opinion. 

(y) A tale from the German, translated by the Laureat, , 
H. J. Pyc, Esq. by J. T, Stanly, Esq, M. P. &c. &c. &c. &c. 

• sort 
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AUTHOR. 

Spaite> spare; till time subdues my hapless rigc 
With blast autumnal, or the damp of age. 
What poet will refuse to drink, or fing^ 
Since Helicon is now an Irish spring? 
All thirst alike; which made Sjfcm Johnson think. 
That no man visits, where he cannot diink.(j;y) 
Why should I faint, when all with patience hear, go 
And Laurcat Pye sitrgs more than twice a year ? (yyy) 

OCTAVIUS.! 

a sort of Blue-Beard story for the Aurferf. 1 aitf siibaitied to» 
think, that the publkk curiosity (I will' not ^ay, taste) should 
have been occupied with such Diahhrit Tudtsque» (1796.) — But 
I should be unwilling not to do justice to the elegant and fasci* 
nating pencil of Lady Di. Beaucierc who has honoured and de* 
corated the subject. Bot the painter and the musician are often 
employed in illustrating silly subjects and silly words. Still it 
will be most true, mutatit mutandis^ of both these divine arts ; 

II cantai', che neiranima si sente ! 

II /liu ne sente Palma^ il men Torecchio. 
(j^}Dr* Johnson's character of the Irish hospitality, in one 
of his letters or among the Bosweilianaj I forget which. It is not 
wholly inapplicable to some of odr own countrymen.-—** Few 
^^youttg. visits vihere they cannot dritdt.^* 'Tisapity* 

{jyj) " They scarce can bear their Laureat twice a year. ^^ So 
$ai<! Pope. In these times we can bear our harmless fluttering 
birth day odes, better than the French Dithyramhichs in the orgies 
of democracy.— Mr. Pye is a man of learning, ^d some little 
fancy } but I wish his poetry had more force. 
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OCTAVIUa, 

Yrucc ^ith the L^ureatj 

AUTHOR, 

*Tis but what I thinlf} 
por once I hopM to see the title sink^ ^% 

While piety and virtue grac'd the throne, 
And genius in lamented Warton shone: 
A)7e, while Britanpia cries frrom sliorc to shoit, 
Augustus reigns; Maecenas is no more. 
Pitt views alike, from Holwood*s sullen brow, 
(As nearrob^erviug (z) friendship djires avow) 

The 

(z) I must own, that u^]e39 th« Province of encouragr 
^ng Letters, which should belong to the great, is acUninistered 
with wisdom and discretion, - it is more desirable that tWe 
were no encouragement . at all. In confirmation however 
of my opinipn of the minister, I refer the reader to a pamph- 
let published ii) 1795* entitled, ** Friendly Remarks on Mr. 
Pitt's AdministratiQB, by a Near Obferver." It is writteii 
by a good scholar, a man of fortune, of an upright mind, 
ffafi independent ipirity and the principles of a gentleman. It hat 
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The fount of Pindus or Boeotia's bog. 



With 



been afcribcd to M. Montagu, Efq. la^e M. P. and it is, I be- 
lieve, acknowledged by him. He boldly tells the Minister of hit 
fault, namely, an irtiprovident and systematick cmtem(kt and neglect 
rfall ability and literary talents. *' They had no poet, and they 
died*" I would by no means apply to Mn Pitt what Spenser 
faid of the Lord Treasurer Burleigh, once Chancellor of the 
Unirersity of Cambridge, because it^ would neither be true nor 
just* But the Muse of satire may, with more respect and Mu 
cacy, win an easier way to the region of his sensibility ia.tbg 
ivords of a Roman poet ; 

Fe L I X c u K A KU M ! cuinm Helieonia eordi 
Serta^ nee imbelles Parnassi e vertice laurus ; 
Sed viget ingenium, et magnos a<^cinctus in usus, 
Fert animus quascunque vices ! 

These* are the virtnesof a minifter in times of change, and p( 
general convulsion. History indeed may fay of Mr. Pitt in the 
words of Tacitus, H. 4. S.;. ** Ikgisnium illu$tke altioribqs 
fttudiis juvenis admodum dedit, non, ut.plerique, ut nomine 
magnifico segne otium velaret, sed quo firmior adversus fwtuita 
Kbmfublicam CAPEssEiET."— I might proceed and describe 
him as '^ Olium\ cmtemjuor^ recti pervicax, Constans ad versus 
inetus ;'* but I cannot purfue him through the integral character 
of Helvidius Priscus, because I conceive Power, and not 

Fame 

§ Though Mr. P. defpises mony^ yiet I wiih he would give more 
attention to ceconomy^ private as well as publick, than he has hither* 
to done. He is deierving.of miJch censure in this re$pec^t. He 
seems to have forgotten what Mr« Burke once thundered in the 
ears of one of his predecessors, (Lord North) in the H. of C. 
*• Magnum ejl Vectigal PatsimoniaJ* {^797*1 
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With nothing of Msecenas, but his frog. (4?) 90 

OCTAVIUS. 

Merc spleen to Pitt J (^) he's liberal, butbystealth4 

AUTHOR, 

Tame, to be the principle of this mighty minister of Gres^ 
Britain, , ' y 

{a\ In die time of Augullus, during the aclminiilration of 
Maeceaat, that Minifier's feal, bearing the figure of a froc, 
was annexed to all Mtfffrjr*ji7//. I mention this anecdote as co« ' 
rious, and perhaps not generally known. It is recorded in the 
37th book of Pltny's Natural Hiftory, ch. i. ^ Mactnath Raka» 
ph ciUmihnem fiicuniarum^ in magno terrore erat.'* I also refer 
the reader to the Duke of Marlboroagh's Gems, vol, a. engravei 
privately^ and the elegant Latin defcriptions of them by the Rer« 
Dr. Cole, late Fellow of King's College in Cambridge.-^Nothing 
is fo like as one Minister to another in this refpect ; but it is dif- 
]^]t1o refrain froni remarking, that Frogs were one of the 
plagaes of Egypt. ^ 

(Jb) Octavios ia wrong. I am neither a personal ndr a politt- 
pl ei^eoiy to Mr. Piit.. I think him apow<rful dud efficteilt 
^MifliiBtfry eminently adorned with natural gifts and endow- 
ments, and solemnly marked out and elected io ^k great oiice. 
IJe has talents to conduct/ to persuade, Mid tp €9mmemd^ He is 
a scholar; 1 ktufw him to be such,' and a ripe and good oneb 
The lo>(' passion of avarice has no root in his oundi but the sin. 
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A U T H a R, 

Yt$^ an^ he splrps a natiop*s inborn wealth. 

Another 

hj which tb^ anc:icl3 fell, rages in him without measure snd 
without control!. To tell a minister, that pride was not made 
for Urn or for any man, because he has nothing whiph he has fi^Ki 
received, would be to argue a gross ignorance of our fallen 
nature. He has no servility in him. Firm, constant, and un- 
bending, he has the principUs ^f a pnaD, who knows and feels 
what is demanded of him by his pountry. He comes into .the 
House of Commons, not to bow, but to do the business of the 
state, apd he does it. There is not a subject presepted to him, 
even casually, in which his ability is not conspicuous. He treats 
it as if it had beeq the liubject of his continued f meditation, h 
4he condua of the French ijuar^ he, his colleagues, and his allies 
have been all found 'wnnting \ but in the principle just, tif not 
steady. rrl lyiil add, that in respect to fer^ onaiindividuaJ gratifi" 
lation, I regard Mr. Pitt as the most fortunate mav upon 
record. Called by the circfimstances of the tiipes beyond human 
control^ and by events not in the wildest range of expectation, 
he was placed, almost without his feeking it, in the highest pub« 
lick station. He paised at once Xo the inner^nost of the temple, 
without treading the yc^tibule. In the blopm and vigpur of hb 

faculties 

t In this respect Mr. Pitt always reminded me of Then^istq- 
des, as recorded by the great historiah " Oixsigc ^t;ve(rEi, (foa&ui; 

iM^iif m Jsovrn." Thucyd. Lib. |. Sect, 138, 
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Another Adam {c) ia oecoiiotny, 
For all, but Burke, (d) escape Us searching eye* 
Stiff from old Turgot, (e) and his rigid school. 
He never deviates froiti this wholesome rule; 

I « Left 

faculties (for he bore the blofsom and the fruit at once) and in 
the prime of life, when every thing can charm, that which c^n 
charm the most, Power, was voluntarily offered to him, con- 
firmed, continued, and establifhed by his King and by his 
country. His faults* his foUiei, and his blemiOies, (for he has 
all) might hi easUj nmt^ed^ but 1 think he will not remove them. 
He felt at once, as many men have done before him, the highest 
ability ih himfelf ; and he found, what is denied to most men of 
genius, a full and ^^^^tf^f? exertion of tt in high oftce. My hope 
and earnest prayer is, that the terminatioa of his political labourt; 
and the refult of this just and tremendous war with the Republick 
of France, may be finitliy to ^(lablifli << Glory to Qo4 in the high*- 
'* est, and on earth peace."— Is this the language of an enemy ? I 
refpect, nay, I would defend him : I wifli him a long continu- 
ance in office : but I wver can entertain a p^asoMAL regard Qr 
affection for Ma. Pitt. (1796.) 

(r) Adaiti Smith, the greiit writer on wealth and finance, 
ikovi Whbnfi Mr. Pitt learhedhis art. 

(d) Tins is not mentiohfcd as i ceafore on Mr. Pitt for hir 
libenlity^ for I think the whole of his peuslba ^merited by 
Mr. Burke, though I wifli It had never bcenr accepted.—, 
Qm ibis fubject) I may^ fay^ thtt in *' Mr^ B«rke'b Lettttt 
cb iMb I>abe iof B^aford's attack on Him in the Hm(b of 
Lords/' I pcrceite (cftiti^ abiU^# dignity, imigtnatum;, ani 

Aghta 
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" Left to themselves all find their level pricd^ 

" Potatoes^ verses, turnips, Greek, and rice.'* 
. I- 

OCT AVIUS. 

Strange times indeed to banter on finance; 
Piuy, if you call him frugal, think of France. 100 

AUTHOR. 

Well, I'll be brief; with France he mtdt contend ; 
There I will own, and feel myself his' friend, 
And sing with Burke's or Maro's borrow'd fire, . 
" Arms and the man,'* till anarchy (/j expire. 

Sedition's 

sights more than youthful pce^sieycr dr«ajped, and-ibone^es 
the phiJofophy of Plato and the, wit.of Lucian., ^ut what I 
esteem most of all, I hear again x^itnjoaming voice of one loho saw 
flu apocalypit^ 2ind.fi r.st cried aloud io fiogland and to 'ail the 
inhabitants of Europe* L cannot defcribe: the whole composi* 
tkm better than in the vords of that'Pnt^ v who would have been 
proud to recofd the workmaafliip pf£i>MuvD Buske^ B^on* 
te«^ Staropes^ and^P/racmon, it.will be allowed, have all had 
tkctr (hare in the fabrication pftbuj>2/^fgsMi>|r«ir/i^^ ; ..-: . 
' ' " Trcs 
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Beilition*s crew is bound ; the gloomy band 
In chains of penal silence musing stand, 

I 2 Of 

** Trcs imtris torti ridios, tres flubis aqitrjfj& 
Addideranti ratili tres ignis et alitis austri ; 
Fulgores nunc terrificos^ fonitumque metumque f 
Mifcebant operi^ flamniirqiie fequacibus iras." (i7g6.) 

(e) Mr. Turgot, d dcvAnt Controller Gerleril of French 
r Inancj^ : the founder of ;hc modern Oecohcmick SchpoL-^Vio^tvii 
State Oeconoikiy ieems to consist in fpending or fquaaderiiig 
the greatest pofsible fumsin the least pofsible time. 

(/) ** Till anarchy expire/'-^In the just and Inevitable, but tnort 
fatal and most ti'emendous war in which ^e are engaged, and in 
which all Europe has bled, and yet bleeds in every vein and ar- 
tery, the first objeft we look for is, a stability 9f/ieace, Bat no 
itiibtHty ^an as yet be fotind iti all the convulsive iahwrs of the 
Aingulnary nation. That modern Gallick 7«/i4 has done no- 
thing but conceive one Dnis-fhapen lamp after ahother, irt 
the fcrculcncy of her political womb j conception upon coneep •* 
non, abortion upon abortion t and what can we fay, 

Cum toi ab'9rtth)is facundam Jutld vulVatft 
Sbheret^ el Jiattu^ similes effuhdeiret offas. || 

Wemiist, I fear, yet wait a fcafon; (May 1796 X) and whatever 
We have paid^ or muse still pay, muH be confidered as the 

t Virg.iEn. %.y.^z^.. 
II Juv. Sat. 2. V. 33. 
X We mttst fay the same now, Dec, 51, 17^.-— We have a lit^ 
tic more hope «(?a«*, August 1797. — It has n9<w again vanished 
<Novctnber 1797.)— lean (ay uochingat prcfcint. (Feb. 1798-^ 
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Or doomM in classick {g) impotence to rave 
Their ceaseless round, within the smouldring cave. 
The dark Vulcanian chamber, whence they strove 
To forge and hurl the bolts of Stygian Jove. 1 1 o 

OCTAVIUS. 

ayriKvrpt/Vy the great price of delivery and redemption from 
flavery, revolution, French anarchy, and the difruption of fo- 
cial order; when the earth is bursting afunder, and hell yawn- 
ing from beneath ; or in language, which Ed^nund Burke alooe 
could reproduce in Englifli, 

AvxpfTiyvvfAevris ex SstOpaJv yn^, avnt ts yi//%v»fA€v« Taprxpa, 
And what wonder ? It is Longinas who fpeaks of Homer. § 
(1796.) 

Cg) Sinc« the pafsing of the Bills (in 1795) against treafon, 
feditio4is meetings, afsemblies^ lectures, harangues, &c. JoJlfH 
TMwaii read during the Lent feafon, 1796, what he termed 
CUuical Ltctuns^ and most kindly and affectionately pointed 
out the difecti of all the ancient governraentb of Greece, Rome» 
Old France, &c.. &c. and the caufts of rebellion, infurrection, 
regeneration of governments, terrorifm^ mafsacres, and revolu» 
tionary murders ) without the lean bint or application to England 
and its constitution. Shewing how the Gracchi were great men, 
and'fo, by implication, the Bedfbrds, the Lauderdales, &c.'^I 
must own, I fear nothing from fach lectures. (1796.) 

(h) John Hatsell, Esq. the very learned, polite, and respect- 
able Clerk of the House of Commons. 1796.— This accom* 
plished gentleman has lately resigned his office^ with that pro- 
priety 
J Long, de Subl. Sect. 9. 
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Nay, if you thus proceed, I'll read the bill. 
In Hatsell's (//) clerkly tone, clear, loud, aiid shrilly 
And Jekyll's (i) comment too, 

1 3 AUTHOR. 

priety and discernment of time, and circumstance, and of the 
^tatis insidia^ which have uniformly distinguished his very use- 
ful and honourable life ii) publick office, ^at^do uUun^ invent'- 
tnt [tarem ! The illustrious Speaker of the H. of C. the Rt. Ht)n. 
Henry AddiKgton, (neither inferior nor fecond Koatiy statesman 
in that House in temperate eloquence, accuracy of knowledge, 
and souirdnefs of understanding) announced Mr. Hatsell's in- 
tended resignation in a manner which did honour to the sin. 
cerity of his friendship, and to his fense of the lofs of so able 
a servant of the pnblick. The House was unanimous in their 
applause. Mr. Pitt seconded the Speaker, and pronounced also 
his tjpatimony. But it is fufficient to lay, Mr. Pitt $poku 
when that Rt. Hon. Minister thinks proper to assume the lan- 
guage of commendation.— -Mr. Hatsell has given a most judi- 
cious work|: to the publick, which all fenators will do well to 
consult frequently. Mr. H. will excuse me for adapting to 
him inj^his uspeQ a few words from Quintilian. *' Monumenta 
^^ rerum posteris quaerei^tibus tr^didit. Frequentabunt ejus 
^* donium optimi juven^s, et veram viami velut ex oraculo, 

pctent. 

X Precedents of Proceedings in the H. of C. with oblerva- 
tions 4 volumes 4to. 
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Pray, heav^Hi fbrbcarj 
Come th^n, Vl\ breathe ftt large ethereal $\u . 
J^at from the b^r, ^he senate, and the court, 
And in Avonian fields with Steevens sport, 
(Whom late, from Hampstead journeying (kj to his 
Aurora oft for Cephalus (/) mistook, [book, , 

What 

** petent. Hos illc formabit, ut vetua gubcrnator, littQra etpor-* 
*' tus, c. qiiiu fccundi^ flatihus quid adversi^ ratis poscat^^ doce- 
"* bit, ct communi ductus officio ct aniore quodam opwis^'* 
QoiDtilt Lib. 12. c.. x\. s. i — Mr. Hauell will not fu^pect thQ 
hand vvhich has paid this tribute to bis character and his ixieritSA 
(August J797.) 

(i) There JS too much of pertness and selfpsafficiency in Mr« 
Joseph Jekyll's remarks 1 and I do not apprehend that his wicti«« 
%:isms will ever shake a minister like the Rt. Hon. William Pitt, 

Magno discrimine Causam 

Trottgtre affectas ? te consul^, die tibi, quJs sis, 

Oraior vehemens, an Curcius, ^n. Matho ; buccap 

Npsc^nda ^st mensuxa tuae, 

Juv. Sat. xi. V. 3», 

(k) He used to leave his TusCuluni, the scat of Stecvcns and 
^f wisdom, at Hampstead, between four and live o^cIock every 
nicrning, to revislTtbe proof sheets of the last edition of Shaks% 
peare, i793> ^^ ^5 ^^' ^^^* ^^ ^^^ friend Reed*s chanb^ru 

} hc^id of licihing else at the time. 
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What time he brushed her dews with hasty pac6, 
lo meet (m) the Piinler's dcv'let fice to face:) 120 
With dogs («) blacfe^letter'll in the Stratford Chace, 
Mouth-match'd like bells, yet of confused race, {nn} 
For well I marked them all Yo) with curious heed. 
I 4 OCT A- 

(/M^ Hunc ne proCvphalo raperes^ Aurora, timebam. 

Sappho to Phaon. : 

I v»\\\ own, I was always apprehensive for hi^ sfifety and cla^sick , 

purity so very soon in the morning, on PrioirOse hill, ** earth's , 

freshest softest lap,'' but notwithilanding the^ early freaks, tb^, 

jfitith is still fafe, as I hear, (1796.) 

(«r) " To Wet— /ijtf Sun upon the upland lawn." 

Gray*s Elegy, 

• .-/ It 

(n) See the first Dialogue ef the Pursuits of Literature, 

(nn) «' My love shall hear the musick of my bounds, 

" And gallant chiding ; maftch'd in mouth like bells,- 
•* Each under each." &c. 

Midsummer Night*s Dream. 

(0) I termed the Commentators on Shakspeare out of mere 
pleasantry, •* black-letter dogs,^* But if among these scholars, or 
in any other 'ducrijition of the learned^ there should be found a 
MAN,, who, with the grace of excerior accomplishment, or the 
fulsome semblance of it 5 with the gifts of fortune, and the^ rank 
of a gentleman; with a. strong devotion to literature without 
remission and almost without example; with acutenefs of mind 
and extensive classical erudition ; who, I fay, should so far for- 
get himfdf, as to pra(5tisc arts which would disgrace the meanest 

retainer: 
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Not ^11 : yop pass'd the grave laborious (^)Reed, 

Friend 

retainer to learning ! — ^such a.man fhould he found, with 
fair professic^ns and. obliging attentions, ^I'nauiar of friendship 
biit at the bottom'false, hollow, designing, and nialicious; who 
jealous of 6 very little advancement or lucky diicovery, even rf a 
Jirofessional iirtist^ should -strive to depress. the efforts of struggling 
UhdrioU6 ftierit, or to bjast the rival ingenuity of his learned 
contemporaries; who should inflict a wound with more than 
Parthian de^terJty, and yet be studious of frequenting the eoni- 
pany oi men of character to countenance his own ; and finally, 
who should collect and fcatter around him the vi^us lunare^ the 
vaporous drops that h«ftg in any region of infect ion, that the 
objects of their infltjience might feel the bUst of the e^chant^r, 
and know not whence it oomss. If, I fay, such a man should 
be found, I shall not name him, and it is not for him to Ipy bare 
hh:o»!a copfci^noe by a fooiifli, appropriating indiscretion. I 
have only sketched o^t at present such a character inprofe\ and 
all I shall say further is, may He, j/f such a man exist, strive to 
wipe ou( such actions by more than literary contrition, and 
cljetply feel and know that he has lived, throughout I he courfe of 
a life not incoi^siderable in its duration, under a fatal error and 
a wretched abuse of time, learning, talents, and accomplish* 
ments. — This character is left on recmd^ like any of La Broyere's, 
'ivif^ut even the shado*m of a name. It shall ever remain i^naJiJirQ^ 
fiilatcd bj me, (l 7.g6i) 

"■■ ■ V 
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Friend to most traders in researches quaint. 
Layman or priest, the sinner or the saint j 
Farmer he loves, and Steevens will receive, 
Though not Mte(j[ili) Mjj/^rr<j) Ireland by your leave. 
He laughs to see our new Salmoneus stand. 
His mimick thunder rattlingo'er the Strand, 
Onfiery coursers from Olirapia's plain, 130 

Tossing the torch, in sov^:eign splendor vain, 

Command 

If any person should ask why such an imaglnaty character was 
^rawn, I reply in the words of Pope: 

" Ask you the provocation that I had ? 
♦• The strong antipathy of good to Bad". 

(/i) Isaac Reed, Esq. editor of Dodsley's old plays, lately re- 
published ; a gentleman of learning, information, and ingenuity, 
^nd greatly respected. I mention him with very particular 
pleasure. (lyQS*) 

(Jifi) Alluding to the uniform and constant reduplication of 
the dd spelling of every word in Mr. Ireland's «^w Volume by 
Shakspeare. Mast^rr^ for mastrr, bye for by^ broth^rr^ for bro- 
ther, &c. &c. ^ 

(^) The possessor and editor of the MSS. asserted to be 
Shakspe are's : from whose officina in Norfolk street, issued the 
tragedy of Vortigern, claiming to be the composition of Shak- 
speare, acted in March, 17961 at Drury Lane Theatre, and 
received in such a flattering manner J. 

X 1. e. d-^mndh'^ Box, Pitt, and Galleiy. 
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Command the world's prostration from afar, 
** SHAKSPEARFand Jx)VB^^grav'dohihe burning car 
, In lettered radiance? 

AUTHOR. 

Soft a while ; 'tis wrong : 
Can, strains like these to manuscripts belong ? 
To notes, bonds, deeds, receipts, fac-similes. 
And all ttiat lawyers feign for proper fees ? 
Monks and Attorneys may engage Malone: 
Annius, (r) or Ireland, (s) *tis to me all one. 
Give me the soul that breathes in Shakspeare's page. 
Strength from within, the unresisted rage, 14O 

The thought that atretch'd beyond creatiqn's bound. 
And in the flaming walls no bariicr found, 

... The 

(r) Annius was a monk of Viterbo in the 15th century, an4 
celebrated for many forgeries of' ancient manuscripts and in- 
scriptions. See hh'Sgve?ifecn Books of Antiquities. It may be 
proper to observe, that* mere vanity was his motive j he neve^ 
solicited avy suhscrijttion for his ancients. 

(j) See (for you may) all the farrago of which Mr. Ireko^ 
possesses the originals^ nuicerous beyond any belief^ I will pot 
aUcippt to des(;ribe them. (1796.) 
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The pen he dipt in mind; (w)— FU hush to rest 
The little tumults of a critick*s breast. 

What though no. Vatican unbars the door, 
No Palatine to Ireland yields it's store, 
Treasures he has, and many a prouder tome 
Than kings to Granta gave, or Bodley's dome. 
Pages, on which the eye of Shakspeare (t) por'd, 
The notes he made, the readings he restored, .15a 
The very gibes he scribbled, and the joke 
That from the laughing bard on margins broke. 
But where*s the dark array, the vesture plain, 
With many a mould'ring venerable stain ? 
All fled : a wonder opens to our view ; 
The shield is scower'd, and the books are new : (x) 

•« In 

Ntfv. Suldas de Vet. Auct, 

(/) Mr. Ireland asserts that he has t^e very Ubraty rf Shahfieare^ 
with his signature^ his notes and remarks, &G* in the margin 
of the books, all in his cnun hand-writing. 

* {x) Mr. Ireland has not thought proper to preserve the books 
ff Sbais/ttarcU Library in their origix^l and curious old black 

binding, 
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In her own hues great Nature best is seen. 

So Ireland spoke ^ and made the hhck— One Green. 

Eternal verdure bloom in Shakspeare's grove ! 
Where led by light from heav'n, he oft would rove 
In solitude and sacred silence blest; i6i 

And in the musings of his mighty breast. 
All as he scann'd the volume of the past, 
0*er G reece and Rome one wishful glance would cast ; 
Mourn not^plcas'd Nature criedjtheir sounds unknown. 
My universal language is your own. 

OCT AVI US. ' 

Enough for me great Shakspeare's words to hear. 
Though but in common with the vulgar ear. 
Without one note, or horn-book in my head, 
Ritson's coarse trash, or lumber of the dead. 170 

Caa 

binding, (as could have been wished ;) but, like the nurse em* 
Jiliiyed by Dr, Cornelius Scriblerus, be has scowered them well, 
aud made them all new \ and with singular felicity has refund 
them ALL /« GREEN niorocco !!/'-^l<i. B. 1 have Written this whold 
passage in the Poem and the Notes, to /lerfietuate the memory of 
this extraordinary e/ent in literary history, which seems te be 
passing into oblivion. — I cannot think that any subject relating 
to Shakspearc should be wholly disregarded. (1796,) 
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Can flippant wit, and book-learn'd confidence. 
Alone give right to science, taste and sense ? 
Is modest worth by idle boasting shewn ? 
Then, nor till then, will I approve Malone : [y) 

See 



iy) Set Mr. Malone*s Enquiry into the authenticity of Mr, 
Ireland's Shakspearc MSS. &c. which he calls (not improperly) 
a Vindication of Shakspeare. The subject is indeed rather 
vmlaid by the learned crittck, bat there is much sagacity and 
ingenuity in the treatment of it, and I think it is satisfactory 
and proves the point. SiiJl Mr. Malone is too confident and 
presumptuous, and not always attentive to that politeness of 
character which at least all amateur criticks should maintain. I 
think Mr. Ireland will now hardly say of these manuscripts and 
criginal plays of Shakspeare, 

Nunc non c manibus iliis. 
Nunc non e tvimuloy fortunaiaque/avi lid, 
Nascentur violae ? f 

No, Mr* Ireland, neither violets n$r ouinbas.— **Go to bed, 
Basil ; good night, go to bed." (See the Spanish Barber.) I have 
just read two pamphlets on this subject, the first by Mr. Ire* 
land's son, and the second by Mr. Ireland himself. The shame- 
less effrontery of the boy, in avowing himself the author of 
these manuscripts, is only equalled by the tender solicitude of 
THE FATHER for their credit and authenticity. Mr. Ireland 
senior originally rested the whole with his son who, as he con- 
stantly affirmed, gave the collection to him, plays, receipts, 

drawings 
t Pcrs, Sat. I. V, jS. 
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fel&e on thf critick, " in his pride of place,** 

Laborious 

drawings, detdi^ "white, bUck and grey, and all the trutnperyi** 
but declined nan^ing the person from whom he received thea)4 
Mr.' Iixland senior now presents us with the testimoiiy of th6 
llev. Dr. Parr, Sir Isaac Heard, Mr. Pinkerton, Mr. Laureai 
Pye, Mr. Boswell, &c. who ali signed a paper {very wisely to be 
sure) that tJify ivfre eonvinctd oi the authenticity of the papers. 
What can that prove ?**-Thc boy's talc is simple; he absolCifely 
asserts that he forged the whole collection, and gave the papers 
to his father, to please at once and to deceive hnn, and the 
world « A very dutiful and very modeft lad ! Do we believe 
the boy > If we do, the bufinefs is at an end. The Father 
again and again asserts, that he is ignoranc of the perfon or the 
place from whence they came, and refers to hia fon's informa- 
tion. Now he diybelieves his own son^ and defends the authen- 
ticity of the papers. Utrum Horum f In short , ^f/wr#» them hoth^ 
Father and Son, there appears to me, what the Greeks call a 
SropTig^ a fort of natural parental affedion for these manufcripts, 
which is very ftrange, and which I cannot explain, but which 
quite satisfies me as to the nature of their originality. Mr. Ma* 
)one*s learning and politeness have not much to do with the 
business as a matter rffaB\ and the whole (Jueftion now turns 
upon this momentous point : •* whether Mr. Ireland or Mr. 
MaloneisTHEGRKATEsr SCHOLAR ?J— This is what the logi- 
cians call the Redu^tio ad Absurdum { and there the queflion 
may sleep^ and Shakspeare too. Such titles as these are foon 

ihaken from his monument \ 

Ad qua? 

niscutienda valent fterilis mala robora ficusi f (Jan* 5, 179?.) 

X See Mr. Ireland's farewell pamphlet' on Mr. Malone'a 
S^halarjhip. July 1797. 

+ Juv. Sat* 10. V. 1444 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ H3 3 

jLiib'oriousChalmers drops his leaden mace, (vv) 
In the wild squabbles of a wordy war. 
Let rabid (z) Porson tell, or griesly Parr, (a) 
Coombe, Travis, Ireland, or whatever the name. 
The breeding of mere criticks is the same : i8o 

From 



(vy) See " The Apology for the Believers in— (Mr, Ire- 
land's) Sha^speare Papers." 

" So forc'd from wind-guns lead itself can fly, 

'" And pondVous slugs cut swiftly through the fky."J , 

Mr, Chalmers is a well informed, very useful, and wcU-mean* 
lag writer, bat too*' laboribus, heavy^ and busy'^ in his works. 
It was but a waste pf erudition to throw it a^ay on this com- 
position. He always has my thanks for his political informa- 
tion ; hut I wi^fi he t)ad more spirit and a more animated 
manner 5 fbrJie is a gentleman of great learning and rtspcc- 
tability^ 

(z) Mr. Professor Porson's Letters to Archdeacon Travis are 
conspicuous f6r their erudition, acuteness, accuracy, virulence, 
bitterness, and inveQtive, 

(a) lailudc'.to^ Dr. Parr's. CtJhtroversy with' Dr. Coombe, 
.:ritick and man^roidwife, about Horace. It seems Dr. Parr was 
angry that he did not assist the little critical man-midwife at" 
the labour, ** rite matoros aperirc partus.'* Dr. Parr is more 
fond of a Caesarian operation in criticism. ^See more in a future 
note to the Third Dialogue of this Poem, 

J Dunciad. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ '44 3 

From royal Phalaris let ydur views extend 
To Bristors wizard stripling, and his end. 

Hear Catcott (^) cry, in cheariess life's decline. 
Thus Rowley once, and Chatterton were mine. 
He saw his Bard by Milles*s ponderous length (bb) 
Overlaid, revive in splendor, fame, and strength. 
For Bryant [c) came; the Muses all return, 
And light their larnps at Rowley's fruitfiil urn ; 

While 

(h) When I first published the first part of this p6cm (in 
1794) I had casually glanced on the subject of Rowley. See 
P. of L« pan I. but since that time having h$d sotxle leisure and 
more curiosity, I hare perused n^aoy of the learned treatises 
upon \Xi I neither have, nor will have, ajiy thmg to do with 
the decision of such a controversy as this, which is even now 
scarcely at rest; but having the feelings of a gentieoian* I was 
struck, as I was reading, with the cruel treatment of poor Mr« 
Catcott of Bristol,* the sneers ujton the fenxjterer^ ;and.the illiberal j 
reflections on a plain, curious, honest, and inoffensive mani 
without whose zeal and folicitude, (I Speak fsom'th^ printed 
accounts) these siiigular poems never WouM have iappeared. 
He scented to say with justice ; 

Oro, ndserere laborum 
Tantoranii miserere animi non dignaferetitis, X 

(hb) The edition of Rowley's Poems by the Rev. Dr.Millcs. 
I Virg. -^n, !• V. 143, 
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While Cam received the Bard^with-^all histraifl; ; * 
Though Isis turiiM hpr current in di$dain. ^ .190. 

K - . : . * The. 

fc) No liiaii of literature caii pass by tie name of Mr. Bry- 
Ant without gratitude and reverence. He is a gentleman of 
Attainments pbquilar to hin^e]f, ami of cla&ckl eroditioa. 
Without an equal In Eiirppe, His whole life has been spent in 
laborious researches, and tne liio^t curioUs lriVesti|atioh^. He 
has A youthful fancy, afada playful Vl^it ; with the rtiind, and 
bccasionally with the pen, of a poet; atld with an eafeandfim- 
pHcity of style Sliming only at perspicuity^ and, as I think, at- 
taining it. He has coiltcndetl hi Various fields of.controycrfy 
with various succiefs ; but always with a zeal for truth and a 
foberncfsofenquirj-l Ih fpcakirig 6f Mh Btyahr^ 1 hiVe iio 
necessity^ as t too often havcj to qualify my commendations. 
HehaslUed To see his eigHtietli winter (and rhay heyellbng 
live) with the efteem of the wife and good ; in honourable rc^ 
tirement fi-om the cares of life ; 'whh a gentlenefs of inanners, 
and a rcadiiMjfs and willingnefsof lUicrary (communication feldom 
foand. He is adpaired andsought after by the young who iare 
entering on a courfe of study ; aiid revered, and often followed, 
by those who have compieted it. Above all, he has gone forth 
in the strength imparted unto him, ih deifence of .the Holy law 
made and given by God J he has put on tke panoply frorh 
ilbove, and having enlarged his mind and sahAified his studies^ 
he may expca with humble confidence thfc cpWummatton of 
his reward. 

il Milton aiPSitrern v< aoi. « 
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Tbc Boy w&om once fiaificiah" pens adorn^iJ, ' 

FiTst meanly -flatter'd, (cc) then as meanly scorn'd. 

Drooping he (Jd) raised, and lent his little aid. 

The gleanings of a hard and humble trade. 

Innoxious man : yet what may truth avail ! , . . 

Blameless ht& life, and sin9i{^ as his tald ; 

Each rude epquirerV sneering taujit he feels, 

Gontcmpt or insrtiltdog« bim^t bis^ heels. 

No kind support subscribing fondness pours. 

For him no wealth descends in fost'ring show'ts ; 2cd 

Yet be tjiis truth .to future times revcard> 

" The wound a Varro gave, Iapis heal'd.'* (a) 

Go 

(cc) Alluding to the letters written by the Hon. Hdracc 
Walpolc (now Lord Or ford) to Thomas. Chatterton, printed 
in some magazines or newspapers. I remember to have seen 
them, but I cannot point out at present the time or date of 
theni : I think they were Written from Strawberry Hill, bat 1 
dm not sure. 

(^n^) i. e. Mn Catcott*. 

(a) See Bishop Atterbury's comment on tie Dilbctus Iapis 
ef Virgil.— I shall add^ -UTPjUK^aXATOS, (P»\qJ/v«o$ xai 

ivciSm^, EI2 AKPON TH2 nAIAEIAS sXtjAcwuy^ 
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C^o now, for moths, androUs, and p&Mhmente s^rch } 
llansack the chest, thecioset, or the church ^^ 
ht^v^ ail the joint aiusociates^ of A. S; 
The jest insipid, and the idle guess ; 
Bind, copy, comihent, manuscript and print, 
T^c from good natur'd frioids some useftil hint. 
From Bewick^s {J) magick wood throw borrowed rays 
O'er many a page in gorgeous Btilmer's blaze; 210 
Alas, for thee ! nor profit hope, nor fame. 
Contempt your lot, and solitar)' shame* ^^ 

Go rather and indulge Dramatic]^ rage; 
All love a pubiick or a priTate stage: 
Our nobles now,, as players^ will be seen, 
A Dukc^s chaste daughter or a Margravine; 

; K 2 Fled 

(d) Mr. Bewick, the great restorer of the long lost art of en- 
graving- xipon wood. I-ncedonly menticn bis figures of the 
quadrupeds, and his plates to Buliner'* tdition of Goldsmith's 
poems. Mf. Bulmer is t^ ingenious printer 9f Boydeli's magni- 
ficent edition of Shakspcarc; a woek which, having been 
uniformly conducted on liberal principles and intended for the 
honour' of the country, should be patronised by the English 
nation. 
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pl6d i§ the soft rcscrtre and nicer sen[sc. 
Those primal guards of love and innocence ; 
Unzon'd the nymphs, like Highland Charlotte chd^ 

AUTHOR. 

Why not #//bare ? less shame*s in being mad. (e.) 220 

OCTAVIUS. 

Soft* and o'er female failings lightly pass ; 
<■' ' And may Aglaia (/) lead them to their glass. 

Connubial 

(r) The Jress ot the pfesedt period has warranted the carica- 
tures of the day, particularly one, which is called " ThedrcsT 
of ladies as it itill be." I write in A. D. Seventeen Hundred and 
Ninety Six, Juvenai, who wrote aboat the year Ninety Six, said 
pn a similar subject, *• Nudus agas ; minus est insania turfiis** 
Sat. ^. V. 71. But strange to say, he was speaking of the dress 
y tnen% 

(/) Aglaia is the name oJF one of the Graces; she dictated to 
Mr. Pope the following lines : 

Let not edch'ieauty eve it Y wh^he be spied,' 
Where halfthe skill is decently t9 hide. |t 

The ladies should remember that the imagi nation is a busy power. 
II Moral Epistles, Ep. 4. V. 53. 
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^ Connubial glories rising o*er their head, j^ 
As life's domcstick happier stage they tread; ^ 
There may they look, well pleased themselves to find 
The guardians, comforts, teachers of mankind. 



AUTHOR. 

I listen with delight : that strain again; 
ril bless the sex. 



O G T A V I U S. 



Now pass to titled men. 
Mark, as Thalia calls in graceful air, t^o 

The soft patrician of St. James's square; (g) 
yitxnupial[h) voice at Blenheim Marlb'ropgh heard. 
While lyrick Carli3k purrs (/) o*er loye jtransferr'd. 
• K 3 -Nay 

(^) His Grace tbe Duke of Leeds, one of the vtxy beft bfed 
men in the kingdoniy and the most polite ; a great patron of the 
drama and its concerns. 

(b) J private tbiatre often proyet a cpnvfnient chapel of ease 
to Hymen. — Familiis 9/ rank^ dhtinethn^ and fortune ^ will at last 
bp eonm9icedf what is the natural and inevitable conclusion of 

boys 



% 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 



r ^^so p -ill 

Nay Thurlowpnce, ('tis said) could sing or sMfeai*. ** 
Ijikmfo/yji/iemef " ^ cannot can^pt htuy' {k} 

boys ai^d gicis making love to one another upon any «tage, pubt 
lick or private, particularly in a pri'mati theatre. If itaermi* 
nates in marriage, the Fathers and Mothers should not be fur^ 
prised or angry. If (he ef)d pf 'i\y ip inirigue | if the girls are 
debauched, and the boys come into life with the manners ant) 
morals of Players, the parents may be fprry ; but it is their own 
wofk. 

(/) Purrs, — Dr. Johnson fays, ** to purr m to munmir as a cat 
or leopard in pleasure.''* I have heard that Lord Carlisle {^ei 
d*amor travagliato Sacripantb) is writing an opera entitled, 

Angelica e Medo»o.** Angelica is X«pposed to be rather ad-^ 
ancid in life\ and I think her grand-daughter i$ brought on the 
stage* — ^SwvETOio;! ,( ^ 70^.-:)'^'^H^ ^P^Jh ^ -*^ ^* conjectured, is 
to be dedicated to TheRight Honoui^able Lady Jersey^ in 
mexttory and in imitation of ^^^llant and accotopKi^hd ^S^sisM^ 
as recorded 4>y Ariosto : 

" Delia Compdita. che qui ^*€ datq, 
lo povero 1^4Hpr &c* 
Arlo^to adds, ttf the noble Earl^ ^r> Count, 

•* Era fcritto in Jr^icpj che il Cqnt? 
Intendea cosibett come Latino,*^ 

O. F. Can^t. 2^^ s, io8. 

?^.>B. Uuvfij^eonfoxti^i m«.fx)Oi)y:4Qe^0Qtd.^ve.fx>^, $fs»ciH|]f|n^ 
>va8;V//^^ by Angelica. See Ariosto. But.fnbjtiQ^a pf the^gl^e^ 
jmpor^a^ice a^re prefsinjg on me so fas^, that I am obliged tp dis-> 
j?»/VjXord 'Carlisle,.* Lady Jersey, &'c. &c. and all tjiejf»«/ij who 
ffc dyiAg.fbrplaces.or fpr love, in the words of the poet, 

Ne 
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For ah I pi«sunipttiom jtcis (kk) wrests thcpvite^^ 

" And ravishes {l)4i^'r^'n^bt(ovc his^yefr: — ^^Bf 
/ ^ • ' ' . -Suchf 

NS fono a Fcrra^, ne a Saertpante^ 

-Da !<«• mi leva rf Prindfe d'JmgknU, .kc* : 

••::-'• i ' ' ' • Oi WQiii^ it. •. 96.- 

i^) .... *" Tortarc, ^pry , rage, . dcf|^^„, : .. . . : » 

t> ,.** I cannot, cawiqt, bear."; ^^ ^ . r 

. . :^}E. (by Polyphemc) in Aftr V«»^« fi^-. Acis^ iind Galatea. 

'> ^ ■ ' » ' 

/ii) Vraumfimus Actu (!• c. Mr. Pitt<)— ^ allude to -a gircum- 

staace qot generally known ; bat which, at I h^ve never seen 

any publipk notice of it, these lines are meant to record. About 

two yean a^o the Serenata^ oFAcis and Galatea (with fome 

violation, I t>enevey of the 'fable,'' and not a little of the harmony 

and of the melody) was performed V/i Do*wmn^ Street to a private 

company. The part of Jch by' Mr. Pitt, Pcflyfhemi^ fy LoRp 

" IThurlow 



I Mr, ^ ITT faironiKts musical ferfarmancts op the principle of 
the gods according to Plato*; but with Apollo, Dionusus is noc 
forgotten. *• Oi @Boi oiK-nipayreg avBpanrcov (some MS. infert 
WQAkfi/ujvy Brnvovw . TT^^toc^ T^vo?, TOSS MacT^? xB&t A^ro^AAn^a 
nai Atovi/(rov l^i/vBoprcKyra; gSoffav.*' Plat, de Legibas> 1. 2.4 Jq 
Mr. Pitf^ musical ministry, the famous terms of the ExXuci^ 
and (he ExCqXtj of Bacchius and Aristides are familiar and much 
usid by this ^reat mod&m uttiu^ Tbe ^«Afu>f Avrif)do<)^o^ ( s«^ 
Athenaeus L. i^. p. 635) between Mr. Pitt and LordThurlpw 
was miich admired by the Cabinet f^bout the year 1794. 

J Plat, Op. E4« Seyrani. Tpm. ^. p. 65a, 



% 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



/ 



y 



feats bistKoQOur little Pepper («} saw, ! ' 
tbepcideof 9iysic]candoflaw. 240 

AUTHOR, 



S 



TRURLoyy, ztid Galatea^ by Lord LouohiiorWich. Mexzi 
Sopraniy Lord KcKr-dv and Pe4»p-BR ArdeV, wJth a sort of 
Messa Bassa fhy Edmund Burke ; (he other vpcai parts by a 
feiect Committee of both Houses a due cori. I was not present a( 
the entertainment m'yself, bat wis ipformed, that ^r. Pitt, in tke 
execution of tbi difficult /rassagest did not sufficiently attend to 
his Afi/toggiahir'as\ i^RicK indeed he feldom does ; tharthfc baritouB 
of Lord Thurlow was quite Polyphemish, and fully fustalned ; 
bur that it was impbfsible to do Justice to Lord Loughborough's 
diminuendo, when— i&^ died teway in the arms of hcit. (1796.) 

N, B* Bishop Hurd would fay this note is ^Icgorical, or/^«- 
sinian: the Ute lyir. Gibbon and Lor^heiHeld, would as stootly 
deny ir. For my own part, I 'think there is much eloquent 
musigk in these metaphor s^ yfhlch record the /tolitical cotwersion of 
LoxD Lo;VGHBbRouGU CO Mf. Pitt's party* — Ah! It Grand 
Opera!!! ' . ' 

(IJT^eKymfJjf i. c. Galatea, i. e. Lord Lougbt>orough. Thi^ 
warf ifaore than ^'Saiine feat in my opinion. tf^h*s afraid? npt 
Mr. Pin. ' ■ /* ' ' ' '.' ' ' ' ' '.•''■ 

(m) little ?epfter^ i. c. Sir Richard Pepper Arden, Kt. Master 
of the Rolls, His legal abilities have certainly been under- 
fated, .but I, have done ample justice; fo his musical pavstrsm , 
■ ■ I..I. . ■■ ■ ■ 1. II. I.I II. 1 .1 ■ ■■■» 

t All the Cathclicls ]tnow (and we have enough of them to tell 
us, as x\it Marquis and Marcbionefs of Buckingham know to 
their onjun and their company s cost) that the Me/sa Bafta is a silent, 
majs whispore^i by the priest during a musital ferformance, (179^*) 
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Jf tnjjth and joke, tl^otigh pleasingly comljinc, 
. What crctiit will attend the motley line? 
Where is your trust ? 

OCT A VI US. ' 



f 



'To this. discsTttihg land - . 
I trust, 2ind Idugb : tlicre are who unkkcstand. 
If from statef^'ces,; when the tlousfc is up,- . 
Some seek tjjjie Q^pp room and wftl^ Kemble' sup, 
(For who qit'mQdeftjncnt $huts tjie door ? ) 
Leeds says, so gentle Lalius did before 5 
XiSelius, in whom each graceful act could please, 
Jn wisdom mild, and dignified in ease, 259 

With Terence oift the publick cares would shun, 

AUTHOR, 

Terence and ^emkle — the dispute is done, 
I ever mark-d (de^m not the thought severe) 
What bounds divide the actor from the peer ; 

Confo^d 
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Confound them, Til believe a saint, a rogue j 
Andrews writes farce,* a DuTce tlie epilogue j 
Burke may J:heji^l>t of ..p^opjetrty kvade^: ;_^ .. , 
Steevens contract the Comaxejitatpr'^ftradc.i.^ 
To Erskine, Kenyon seem a classic^k wjtj^^ 
Or Paine apologize for holy writ; 260 

The DjEi amatist ^n\ hin^s^lf fii^ f^mc belie, 
And leave the stage for truth and honesty; 
St. Helens quitlhtj dgrfoiniatiisdc pdropT; 
Siddonsrinecofliiick; Jord«i«nk:thej!l0iii^p t > 
[reland proVe Sbaks^d i Eentley ?^"^8l*he \ 
ThelwaH^ltead preadhih^, -oi^liigVlVeSoiSr/ Stone | 
Who hates not Merry,- J^ftlngham may''^l6^e^ 
And GifFord DeliaCrusca^s^^ approve - ^ '" 



OCJAViyS. w:_,^,^_ .. .J 
Meriy pAdCrus.ca !— CjifiTofd's ri^t ;. bgvy^irij j. . 
The very ground is his and Bavianair. 270 

: ^ AUTHOR, 

(«) Sec a Poem catil;led^ V The PolUical Dr^jpiitls; of the 
♦* House of Commons in 1795 : a Satire, 2d Ed. with a Post^ 
*1* fcript containing RcmaHu oa the Oectara;^}^;! of 4^ Wliig 
1*Clubon t)xc if 3d fOf Jamivy 17.0." TJiis foew is recom- 
mended to the publick on thofe publick principles^ which ]( 
9oiasicter 9A ailht highest impprtance to thefe kingdoins. 
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AUTHOR, 

No: rUaoJt seek the tKu;tslu3 arrows £r? 
With light that /civirks, l)ptOTftrksi?otto,e}fpir^4 
The climes be tpams, jwhenc'or hi|S fooftrtcpsfipedt . 
I pass with pajution> or butl^tly ireaciU - 
Or plcas'd with flow'rs his fancy best cbq^ strew, 
I sit, and think J Ve^d my Pope ^nevy. (J) 

But gfafit ibt stage is noile-, i t)elieve 

(I) The i^uthor of the Baviad j^nd tl\e Maeviad. Mr. Gif^* 
ford it tbengiot corr/c^ poetical ,i9HrUpr J bav<e r/e^d, since the 
days pf Pope. Vpon the whple I give the preference to the 
Baviad after much consideration, though both the Poems maf 
be studied ^vtth plesfure and advantage. — I have not the'honour 
of Mr. tSiffbrd's acquaintance; and indeed, from the nature 
of my retirefpent, I probably may never fee him^ .(17^6 ) 

(4») JUr^ .fifl^ravf ; a learned and accompjisbed y/^A^ng Aoble*' 
0i4n of the predict 49ie. At Jbis first entrance inl^ ikt Hoos^e 
pf Conunoof ifi .all ,t)ie hoxiest e^dmsiiiBm of ^is he^rt, jn 
9cad/rmiA^ Ire^hnef^ aad ciafuck .vigofir, he .quoted a paA9ge 
fqpip I>emG|3tbene$ in.Graei* ThU fubjected bin totl^e.i(jlle ftnd 
ioapotent.ridix^ule of tbiDr^tmUist ^th^e Hfrn/e ofCommc/iSy ^wbo/e 
/^Miey memory on that occasion happened to be more accurate, 

Lprd 
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Thcmgh now some high imperial criticks chafe, 
To think not ^schylus himself is safe. t8o 

Go to his text: revise, digest, compare," 
With Porson^s shrewdness, or with Valknaer's care : 
But is the, learned pagd Once out of sight ? 
Some Scotch Greek swindling printer {o) steals your 
rights 

: : . Puf 

Lord Belgrave had done no more than I have pfien heard from 
Mr. Fox himfelf, who loves and understands Greek. As to the 
]opg and iUustrio)is train of our young nobility and gentry, dis* 
tingaished for their condact and attachment to their country, 
I will fay with feme fpirit and animation ; 

pii patrii, <][aprum femper sub numine Tr^a iJt, 
Non tamen onlnino Teucrps delere paratis, 
Cum tales aninios Juvenum, et taqs certa tulisti^ 
Pcctora !J 

(ii] J ^llqde to a tranfaction whiqh (um^ to be niiw|urrantaf 
ble. Mr. Porfon, theGreejc Profefsor at Caml^ridge, lent h^^ 
manuscript forrections ai|d conjectMres on the text ;of -fifchylu*^ 
to a friend in Scotland ; for be once had, and I hope still has, 
Hn intention of publishing th^t tragedian, though it may now 
be suspended. His corrcftcd text fell into the hands of the 
Scotch printer FowHs, and without the Professor's leave or even 
knowledge, he published a magnificent edition of ^schylus 
from it, without notes. I believe my statement is tolerably 
pprrect. I am sure 1 would not misrepresent any fact whatever, 

nof 

5 Virg. ^n. 9. v« f^?. 
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But markt the sea-birds sound the note of doom. 
And vcnomM insects [p) cluster round the tomb. 
The Grecian billows foam along the strand. 
In angry murmurs deaPning all the land; 
Ranging for vengeance from his native shore, 
Archilochus is rous'd, to sleep no more. 290 

nor ever have done so intentionally, and I would retract any 
mistake with the ntmost willingness. || 1 hope however that Mr* 
Forson will not be discouraged, but continue his labours on 
the Greek Lexicon of Phtius^ as the learned world are in eager 
expectation of a work so long, and hitherto so vainly, desired. 
But, in my opinion, the lovers of literature would be infi- 
nitely more obliged to him, or to any other illustrious criticki 
for a new edition of the Greek Btbliotheca rf Photiutp which 
abounds with the most curious and valuable Excerpta of 
Writers whose integral Works arc lost for ever. At present it 
is troublesome even to read the remains of the laborious era* 
dition of the Patriarch of Byzantium. (1796.) 

(y») The tomb of Archilochus was placed on the sea shore, 
(I think in the island of Paros,) and the poets feigned that in 
the cavities of the stone, worn away by the waves, a swarm of 
wasps was concealed, ready to avenge the lead insult that could 
be offered to it. — The subjed of Greek learning is carried on 
in the Third Part of this Poem. 



II I was mistaken when I said (in the first edition of the 
Third Dialogue of the P. of L.) that Mr. Porson either trans, 
lated or corrected any part of Alciphron*s Epiflle?. I omitted 
it in the second edition. But I never mentioned it as an objeft 
of censure. How could I ? 

END OF THE SECOND DIALOGUE. 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 

DIALOGUE THE THIRD. 



£|£r' £7rEir* aTir^vei^de veoiv, /xcta S* 40v Itjxe, 
AEiV9] Se nChMyy^ 7£VfiT* aftyvpsuto Cioto. 
Oufviaq iJi^BV Tcpwroif btfwxsto, xcu KTNA2 «^y«f, 
At/r«p s^rsiT ATTOISI fg^.©; Ej^cTrsvxE^ a'pis/f 
Bd(X\*' «(£! Sfi 7rt^/>£U VEx:/a/v xouovro 6»(JisiM, 

Horn. U. I. 
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THE 

PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 

DIALOGUE THE THIRD. 



KvTH xiwi6evro5' v S* vik Nfxr* foixAfj. 

AEiV9) Se xXayyn ysnr* apyvpsmo Cfo/o. 
Ou^aq iJi^BV TTpa/roit BTfafXsro, xau KTNA2 «^y«f. 
At/rap s^rsiT* ATTOI2I fg^.©; sxE^evxEf a^piE/f 
BaXX*' «(£! h irvpcu vskvo/v xouovto 6»(JiiiM, 

Horn. U. I. 
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THE 

PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 

DIALOGUE THE THIRD. 



£|£r' e^siT* air^vet/ds vea^v, /acta $* 40v eaixf, 
AEiV9) $6 xXo^TTTi 7£vsr* afiyvpsvio Ctoio. 
Ov^Tixq iJi>ev 'rrpa/roif eTCofXsro, xou KTNA2 «^y«r, 
At/Tap s^rsiT* ATTOI2I fgXo? Exe^svxe^ a'pieij 
BoXX'* «(Ei h irvpou vsKvuy xduovro QufAnau, 

Horn. U. I. 
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PREFACE 
TQ THE THIRD DIALOGUEf 



OF TH B 



IPURSUITS OF 'LITERATURE, 

• .i I . ." IP I 

xoiVTj TOcri Sz^pupgpovtftn', AKPIBOAOrOTMAl KAl 

4IEHEPXOMAI4 

I PRESENT the Third Part of this Poem to the publick, 
at the same time that I o£Fer the Second : though I Lad 
intended to delay it. But some subjects are of ah im- 
portance serious and urgent, not to be deferred.- Where- 
ever the freedom of the press exists, (and with us may 
that freedom be perpetual !) I muft aflert that^ Liter a- 
•yURE, well or ill conducted, is the great engine by 

L whict^ 

f First printed in May 1796. 

\ Demosthenes, 
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tghick, I am fully persuaded^ all civilized JlaUs muft ulti^ 
matdy be supported of overthrown. 

It is not enough to fay, a book is bulky or voluminous, 
and therefore can have no effe£l upon the mafs of the 
people, because that opinion is not tri;c* Such a book 
can noioiily be abridged and difpersed abroad, but a man 
like Thomas Paine, with a rude, wicked, and daring 
manner of thinking, and with vulgar but impressive lanr 
guage, may blend the fubfiance of the; opinions with his 
own, and in a (hort popular tra£l make them familiar 
and intelligible to every apprehension. Thus are men • 
fooled out of their underftandi ng,yi7^/tfflf out of their security, 
znd fooled o\xt of their happiness : and when they have lo§t 
every blessing i^'^wflf recovery^ they look round at each 
other ip a ftupid despair, clashing their chains and unahje 
to (hake them off, and aflc, '* How has all this been brought 
^* about?'' 

lam no enemy to the liberty of difcuflion, and thetole- 
ration of opinions; I am for NO literary proscription* 
But I think it is plainly our interejl^ as well as our duty, 
(while we yet may J to ftrive to fupportXHAT CONSTITU-. 
TioN IN CHUKCH AND ST AT E, which has hitherto been 
at>le to build us up, and to give us an inheritance, or 
rather the pre-eminence, among all thofe who have been 
strengthened by policy, or fan6lified by revelation. What 
I would contend for alfo, is this; that among all who 
are worthy to be called scholars er legislators, criii- 
cism, obfcrvation, and watclifulnefs are peculiarly ne« 
cessary; that men may hear of their common ' danger, 
and be admonished to put a few plain questions to them- 
selves j •• What arc we going to resign or give up, 

and 
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dnd why? What are ifre going '<<> sfdopt, and t^Jtere- 
fcreV^ I repeat it, now, in this our day, while the 
bitterness of political death is passing upon almost every 
Other nation in Europe. 

When we are opening the avenues to Political Reform, 
wd \Q the Gon^quent inevitable dissolution of our own 
government, is iit possible that we can for a momei^t 
forget the tremendous Republick? Over every state, and 
island, and promoQiory in Europe she sits tyrant or ar* 

A7r«t/V«flr«rQI02 Ea)EAP02 

.- BT22O0EN 6?«pi;(r«e! t 

From every other state, but England,^ the scepter has fallen 
by the arms, or the principles, or the treachery of France. 
What she can effect by war and invasion, that she most 
readily and most willingly accompli«hl:s. Rut she has' 
other means; nor less terrible, nor less certain. The sub-- 
termnean wind of this fierce democracy hzsjorce enough 
to overthrow, or to transport, hills and rocks torn from 
Fehrus {-a} and by' this explosion they tpo often have 

L 2 perished. 
n. .'.... — ^ ^ 

f Callim. ttymn* ad Delum, 125. The imagery of this Hymn 
5s peculiarly fplendid and aweful. The whole may be perused 
tvith much pleafure. The sentiments and expressions have oftea 
a siAliEhe piety. 

Tbi^zo. /xev xai Xas5 vrai piTTfi; 75 TTeffcisv 

Ai^Xe «ptX7), <rowj (TE €o7fitsoi; a^x^CsCajxer;- - - •■ 

fa J** L'alpcstro montq W^' ^^^ Pelort.^* 

Dant. Purg. C. 14* 

Whence Milton took hii famous words P. L. b, i. 23*. 
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perished. In the agony of these reflections language ^ill 
labour, and the images of nature and all her elements in 
conflict and convulsion will present themselves. 

When indeed I consider this great, powerful, and yet 
opulent kingdom, with all it's bearings and dependencies* 
I know not which to reprobate most, the folly or the 
wickedi^ess of it's internal enemies, and of the desperate 
French faction in the heart of it's metropolis. When I 
think on these things, and at the same time reflect, that the 
eyes of a whole miion'vrere originally opened by Onb 
MAff, and the systems of internal destruction andof irre^* 
versible misery, which awaited us, were displayed % and 
confounded by his powers, I pardon and forget his ec- 
centricities, and even his partiality for the Romish faith 
and its professors, and the heat and violence which too fre* 
quently and too fatally attend upon the uncontrolled 
Genius pf Edmund Burke. Sometimes indeed, (it is 
when my heart burns within me) I pour out my thoughts 
by myself in contemplation o! my country, which I 
love wit*h ardour unabated, andoft/V great Citiz£N, 
whom I approach i^ith reverencfs, in the wofds pf tb^ 
poet : 

Quae cum magna mpdis multis miranda videtur 
Gentibus humanis Regio, visendaque fertur, 
Kebus opima bonis, multa munita virum vi, 
Nil t^men hoc kabuisse Viro PRiECLARius in se^ 
Nee sanctum magis et mirum carumque videtur.j^ 

■ ' But 

■'■ ■ ■■? , ■ _ ' " ■ ' ■ ' ■ 

X ** Animo vidif^ ingenio emjilexus est, eloquentia illuminar 
itit.** These are the words of Patercuius concerning Cicero.. 
How natural to transfer them to Edmund BvRkfi I (i 796.) 

X Lucret, L. x. v. 728* 
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But still on such a subject, of such a man, and at such 
a titae, I would speak with precision, and admire with 
circumspection. Let us call to mind for a moment the few 
years just past and the transactions, the traces of which are 
felt and visible. I would pass over them rapidly, but I 
could wish the view to* be impressive. We have been de- 
liveried from a st^te of much internal terror and im- 
pending anarchy, and from the confusion of a new'poH- 
.ttcai chaos, where all was brute and disorderly. Our 
xcmstitution, Our liberties and our rights^ (I fear not to 
name the word, we have and enjoy them all, rights 
fpublick and private) ail these have been preserved an9con« 
;fifmed. Every rank iil society, the peasant, the lawyer, 
ihe mechanick, the farmer, .the tradesman, the private gen« 
tlem^n, have- all felt; aad acknowledged, and obeyed the 
paramount call of their country. Peace is within our 
jwallsy and it. is' their work* In the higher orders of the 
state, and in the Sovereign, we have seen a gracious beha- 
viour, a common ii^^erest, an equal exertion, and a regular, 
defined, limited power. Of suck a conduct security is the 
jiatural production ; it blossoms into fruit. But with this, 
thoug|[i man might be happy, he will not always, or in* 
deed long be satisfied. He will reach at perfection absotiitft- 
and unqualified. He forgets, that theoretical perfection 
in government and practical oppression are closely allied. 
He will |)e more than man, and he betomes less. Iti 
the years 1788 and 89, the visionary prospect, from the 
shore of France opened on the eyes of our modern Refor- 
nic;rs. England looked upon thefe Reformers, and the 
government neglected them. Societies, in the Very face 
of an insulted legislature, boldly multiplied, and magnified, 

L3 V and 
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and coiMolidatcd each other. All gtevr up iii silence* 
There was no piiblick ipprehension among the well- 
effected, no distrust. We laughed at metaphysical distinq- 
fionsv and idle terms of scholastick art, and revolutionary 
pinners and republicaii toasts. It Wds an hour of general 
and oF unaccountable indiiFerence. The great cfaaiifi of 
posts', and a ispecies of telegRphick qpnMn^ni<:9tiofi M^ 
been csublished uapftrceived. The Epgliirh Revoluiiioa 
in ^688 was held up to seeming apptobalion and^reveresce, 
but in reality to seqrejt or rather to open contempt; and the 
Revolution in France 1788, Wa5 the Revolutioa which 
they Ihtended to realize and to celebra^te. The Reformers 
strove to buy golden opinions of their fellow citizens, 
smd to wear them in the newest gloss. The external de« 
coration deceived the eye. The painted sepulchre was 
prepared and whited without^ the vaUlt and receptade of 
all our ancient liberties^ and rights, and securities, ani 
properties, and common domforts. Stfll w6 beheld all 
this, but went our way, and (orgot what mander of men 
these Reformers were. At thii very hour, when the pub- 
lick mind was darkened that it could not discern, \vhen in 
every quarter of the heaven appeared vapour, and mist, 
and cloud, and exhalation; 

La piova fnaladetta^ frcdda^ e grcve^ 

(Rtgola e qualita (estrana e nuovaj 

Grandtne grossa, e acqua tinia, e ntve^ 

per Taer ttnebroso si rivtr%a ; (a) 

at this very hour the morning horizon began Suddenly t# 
redden. It was the dawn. Then indeed, ** First in h;s 

EAST 

■^— • „ , , . . - ■ — 

fa) Dante Inf. C. 6. From what other Poet, ancient or 
modern, could I draw forth such expr^fsions ? 
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EAST the glorious lamp was seen, Regent of Day f" Thii 
luminary Was Edmund Burkp. Light broke upon 
them all. The features of misrule and malignity, of ty- 
tan ny and of oppression, tlie fabled fpe<5tres and hofiil* 
powers figured by poets and orators, vrtrt realized in the 
spirits of turbulence, dissatisfaction, sedition, rebellion^ 
and democracy. But they were seen to be dispersed. The 
rays bf the orb were direct, collected, and concentrated : 
they had power to illuminate and to consume. But the 
course ot this orb, though marked, was short. It is set ; 
never to return. t 

ETAEIS/— aXX'tjSfib XeXaerpt«voi strfMV, AXIAAET/ 
OviMV ^H^btovrQsaKviissi^HSs^ayoyroi, (bj 

But I muft proceed. — I confess, that I am not such a des- 
perate lover of what is brought to me for abstract political 
truth, as never to Inike an enquiry Into the character of the 
proposers of it, their personal views, and the men and mea- 
sures with which they are eonnected. I feel myself a-member 
of regulated society, and I would maintain an established 
oHer. I acknowledge myself a subject of a mild and equi* 
table governtnent, (tjiough^under a most severe temporary 
pressure) and I would preserve that government which 
gives us ALL protection. And when I adopt the great 
rule, that ** we should love our neighbour as ourselves,** 
I have not yet made such advances in the theory of politi- 
cal justice and in the new wisdom, as coolly to assert, that 
•' this maxim, though possessing considerable merit as a 
•• popular principle, . is not strictly modelled with philoso- 

" phical 

t (August 1797.) 
(i) Horn. II. 23. V.69J1 
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*• ifiiiczi precision,''^ (a J I have not yet learned to trtat tiid 
Kevelation of God, or the institutions of my country* 
with contumely* I haVe ho romantick ideas of virtues 
without motives^ and of actions without regulations. I 
believe it to be a matter of general safety, that crimes 
should be discerned^ as well as repressed, by legal sanctions; 
and that the nature of justice and of injustice should be 
declared* taught, and enforced, by law* by religion^ and 
by education. Experience has instructed me, and reason 
and reflection have confirmed me in the belief, that Con- 
science may be erroneous; that it is a monitor which 
needs advice^ and a guide which often calls for superior 
direction. 1 look upon justice as the foundation (b) and 
support, but not as the whole of human duty ; and I cannot, 
in insulting language, resolve the sum and substance of all 
government and civil society into ** Laws proclaimed by 
Heralds, and expounded by Curates." (cj 

Yet 



(a) Sec 2irt enquiry into Political Justice, by William God- 
f^in. 2d. Edit. 8vo. vol. i. page 127. 

fbj A<xa 9roXift/v ao-cpaXg? BA©rON. (Pindar.) But who calls 
Vi foundation^ a building ?-^The whole passage of the poet has 
such strength and grace, when applied to Great Britain, that I 
will present it to our Grecian patriots. *' Otxov a/xs^ov aarcif, 
$gvoi(r« Se 06f>«7rovTa, yydj(roiJioci r'mv cxSiav K.cpiv9ov, TrpoGvpov 
rioreiJavo^, ayXacoxaqov, Ev r& 7«p 1LtfV0fju» vaiei, K«(ri«yw3* 
rat T^y Aixie TrbXict/v atr^AKs^ SaQ^ov^ xoct Q/xorpoTro; £tpav^, 
racial av^pxci TrXarii, yjv<jeai "TTauhs et/CnXoi/ ®sfMros, aXe^siV 
jJCpiv, xopoy f/MTSfoc Opcx,avfji.vQoy, Ev Se Mo*(r* a^uTrvoos, ev f 
AfiTiS veofv nTuais cctyj^cUffiy av^l^uv, Pind. Olymp. O. IJ. 

(r) See Godwin on Justice as above, vol. 2, p. 299. 
H^c E^o non credatn Vctaiiind digna lucernd t 
Hac Ego mn agiitm T 

Juv, Sat, r. V. 5 !• 
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Vet do I not speak professionally^ I hav« no pertonat 
iRterference in the churchy the law, or the state. But I 
^peak agaia and again» with earnestness and with sincerity, 
from the mingled affections of regard^ (ear^ and hope 
for us all (and 1 trust, we are the great majoirity} who yet 
remain firm» constant, and unshaken by such writers as 
these* I speak to all, who have the courage, and learn* 
Irtg, and ability to repn^ss them, not by force, (God for- 
bid!) but by reasoning, and by appeals to the understand* 
ing, atid the social relations of their fellow creatures. I 
speak to all who can rescue them from the cold unfeeling 
tyrann)^f modern raetaphysicks,,as exhibited in the new 
systems of government and mfH^nefs, (religion they have 
cone) and from nonsense which must at last be found im- 
practicable, when every estate and condition of man has 
been overthrown for their pleafure and experiments, that 
thejse new arbiters, or creators, of human destiny may in- 
troduce a government without principles, laws without 
mercy, and morality without a motive. . 

The main point of rest to every empire is the principle 
on which voluntary and habitual obedience is paid to esta- 
Wished authority. Half a century is insufficient /or fl«y 
new power or constitution to find it's level. It is indeed 
matter of great patience, as well as of deepest con- 
cern, to reasonable men, to observe what is still carry- 
ing on in this country in defiance of every evil which 
has been felt, and will long continue to be felt, from the 
introduction of new principles among other nations. For 
the sentence of final destruction seems to be now executing 
on the various governments of Europe. 

" Yes 
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•• Yes, I must weep for you, ye rival valci, 
Arnoand Andalisia! bat for thee 
More largely, and with filial tears must weep, 
O Albion, O my country ! Must thou join. 
In vain dissevered from the rest? — '* 

I trust not in vain, faj Still the Ust dispensation of mtrcy 
is offered to this island: and it is only to be detervcd 
and continued to us by firmncfs, temperance, and pie,ty, 
^nd by perseverax>ce in the constitution sacred ind civil 
which now is, without daring to attempt any present inno^k 
, . vatioA 



(a) Historical facts of ancient times are wholly inadequate 
^o tl|e illustration of the present great events, but some pafsages 
are not unworthy of attention. In the 2-5 6th year of Rome, 
when the Latins declared for Tarquin, the Conscrijit Fathers 
were not terrified, though all their Mliesy the Rutuli, the Volsci, 
and other powers deserted them. The Senate was still bold, 
though Rome had rebellious subjc£ls in the heart of the metro- 
polis, and the State and Conftitution were preserved. There were 
men who, like the Tookes and Thelwalls of our days, taught 
|hc people, ^i/n <f^\t>%0D^iv &t %<)kti yunisvoq avrotg «yada 
fAgTa^S«(rai,** and enforced all the popular arguments of revolt 
and sedition. I refer to the fifth B. of the Roman Antiquities 
of Dtonysius Halicarnassensis, Seet. 63, which is curious and 
instructive* But one sentence of this negle^ed Hiftorian it 
to singularly applicable to our own immediate circumdances 
(August 1797) that it.iDaynot be improper to insert it. It 
is from the 6»d. Section of the 5th Book. " Oi/^ev 61 P^v/xaioi 
TaTTfiivwGevTEf, 7ra6eiv gixor yjv ras (xayxvTB voKifjLOf avxtpoviJLe' 

>ow, x«i RASAS AHErNftKOTAS 2TMMAXIKA2 

'EAniAAS, ocKKx Tou; oik^ixi; luvocyL&Gi 7rKrrsv(7(tvres puoyaig^ 
voXKm Trpodt/pirorepoi vpo; rov Ayojva eyivovTo, ofs ha rinv avayxyjv 
av^pe^ (tyoL^oi irapa. ras mv^i/vHq E9a/xEvoi, xai sav xaro^ vbv 
TrpaicjtJi^ rai^ i^iai; apBTScis xaropQ^c/cravTEf rov TroXe/Aov, »$€yt 

JC0»VftW«/X€VOi TTiS Jo^1Q5." 

Dion. Halicarn. Rom. HJst, I. 5. S. 60. 
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^jaViOn in thjBory or in pr^tice* It isindewi by Iboking 
calmly, (not als slaves or bigou, but^as wise meo,) upon those 
imperfections, which human institutions never can prevent, 
or whoUy remove, that we may ^/?|?hope, liiider prbvi<}ence, 
to preserve for ourselves and oof posterit}r the WeisingB 
of cultivated society, in this awful apd general pouyuU 
ision of Europe* They are best secuiqd to us bjr ourjrc- 
scttt form of government and Uws, which being just in their 
J)nntij!|le, temperate in tbeir e'ficcts, impartial in their ap- . 
plication-, and m'ertiful in their execution, have tbc sanc« 
lion of time, of wisdom, and 6f experie^icc. In whatever 
khape frcnck' Philcsophy may approach, however recom- 
mended, or dignified, or disguised, by scholars, of by ig- 
norant and seditious men, in Greek, in Latin, in French, 
or in English, I would resist and rcpell it. Whenever the 
machine appears before the walls, I shall never regard it as 
the gift of Minerva, but call aloud to try the temper and 
the substance of it, ferro Argolicasfadare latebraLS^ to dis- 
trust the present, and to r^eject the offer. Let the enemy 
be dragged forth to light and shewn as he is^ and I will yet 
trust that the kingdom and the citadel may stand* 

The THIRD i»ART of this poem opens with a playful 
subject, and it is treated as such. But as the poem ad- 
vances, I must (to use a prophet's expression) shew my 
dnrk speech -upon the harp^ and must, now and then per- 
chance, strike the strings somewhat loudly^ and descend 
into a more severe and a more solemn harmony. But 
what I esteem to be necessary, ' that I will declare ; and 
what I feel, it to be my duty to represent, that 1 will have 
the boldness to publish. Through the whole course of my 
life, in every trying circumstance, and in every wayward 
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events publtck and private, I have held {ast the concise alid 

strong admonition of the poet : , 

Tu j^c CEDE MALis; std coutta audcutior iiOp 
Qjuam tua tc Forluna situt. 

My learning and researches, such as they are, I submit 
to scholars ; my opinions, my labour, and my services^ in 
the integrity of affection, 1 offer to my country; my 
errors and defects I leave to publick reprehension, in. a re- 
spectful silence. Whether men will hear, or whether they 
will not hear, is not strictly my personal concern ; but my 
intention no man takcth from tnc. ^ 

\ 
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THE 



PURSUITS OF LITERATURE- 



DIALOGUE THE THIRD. /'$; 






OCTAVIUS. 



VV HAT then, shall none remain, to whom belong? 

» 

The care of Attick bards' and Dorian songs? (a) 
Shall England boast no more, in ordered clans, 
Jler owls from Athens and her Delian swans? ' 

Is I 

(t) First printed in May, 1796. 

t Athenaei Deipnosophist : L. 14* p* 617* £d« Casaub* 

(a) The fubject of Greek Literature is resumed. Seethe 
fonclutionof the Second Dialogue. 
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Jk my mrmarial left <rf ancient fame, 
^o dirge funereal, nor one Grecian game ? 

There Is : Iq, learned Cltt&0 in sable stol^ 
Graceful inyears^ .pant. eager for the goal, (aa) 
Old Nqrb'ry (b) starts, and with the seventh-form (r) 

bx>ys , ' ' . 

In weeds of Greek the church-yard -s peace annoys, lo 
With classick WestQn,(rr}Charley Coote, and Tew,(/af) 
In dismal dance about the mournful yew. 

But 

(ita) I allude to tl-e rage for translating Gray's Elegy into 
Greek verse, by so many combatants for the prize,; of ^whoirir 
more in the following notes. 

(I) The Reverend Doftor Norbury, late one of the Afsistants 
and now one of the Fellows (9r old hoys) at Eton, published the 
first Greek translation of the Elegy. 

(c) In Eton School there are but six. iofjr.&iot the boys.«-« 
These Reverend Divines, it feems, Have only taken one stefi 

since they left school. * .- ' * 

(cc) The Rev. Mr. Stephen Weston is a man of muck inge* 
nuity, great classical knowledge, and skilled in .various languages. 
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But first in notes Sicilian {e) placed on high. 
Bates sounds the soft preluding syi:pphony ^ 

And 

(d) Mmitur Peltiee (Edicor of the Tableau de Parif, lee) 
favoured me with the following record and extract, which I 
give in his own French terms, as they are very signiQcant and 
forcible* 

V PtACE DE LA TrADUCTIOV. 

** Jean Norbury, Doctcur en Thcologie, Cbanoine ct As* 
** socie Jl Etop. jige soixante let, hult ans* 

Etiennb Westokv Bachclier en Theologie, Abbe, 
Voyageur, Versificatcur, cidevant Recteur. Jge cmquante ans, 
** Charles CooTE, J Docteur en Theologie, Doien Irian* 
f^ dois. Age cinquante et deux ans, selon leregistre. 

" Edouard Tew, Bachelier en Theologie, Chajioine et 
f • Afsocie a Eton, Age cinquante et sept ans^ 

Gv,lhi.oriKn%^laGriCfue^ 7.^ Floreal Quintrdi^ 1796. 
Extrait du Registre de la Guillotine Literaire^* 

N. B. Us sottt mwtii sur V echaffaut avee assez de CMurage; a 
dix 'hemes et un quart du matin leurs tetSs sont tombes,*^ 

Extrait du Rapport faitv au coksbil ses anciens, par 
TExecuteur de la haute justice iiteraire, 

% P. S. J^ai recue une lettre tres obligeante de la part de 
Monsieur Peltier^ dont j'ai la plus haute consideration, qui 
m'a informe, qu'il y a une petite meprise dans le Registre au 
aujct de Monsieur le Docteur Cootf, Traducteur celebrc. 
Qu'il n'etoit pas Doien.Irlandois &, par consequent, grand theo- 
^ogien, mais Docteur en Droit Ci\ril en Angletcrre, tres instruit 

dans 
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And in sad cadence, as the bands condense^^ 
The curfew tolls the knell oi Jiartmg Sj&nse. 



Nares 



(e) Notes Sicili/tn^JokH Bates, EsOc a« an old Etonisn, 
and once FcHow and Tutor of King's ColUge, Cambridge, wa^ 
so obliging asto offer himself as Musical Cwduetor on the occ9* 
sion. Some perfons may think, that the *^ notes Sicilian^* allude 
to the Apxe« SixiXocflti rca TrevQcof, apxitre MM6eu ;f but they 
are no musicians, if they think so, Mr, Bates's judgment natu- ' 
rally led him to adopt the Sicilimna for this famous folfmnity, aa 
it is a movement slower and more marked than the Giga. While 
the Hitiiiana was playing, the combatants, before they entered 
the lists, approached the Critick's throne moring in a fort of 
measured step. The Rev. Ma. Naees, (editor of the British 
Critick, and i|i my estimation, ;^nd I believe in that ^^/ry metU'^ 
htrtfLtncMs Inn^ a gentleman of worih, learning and abillt/t 
and to whom not the slightest disrespects here intended) was ap? 
pointed the judge or BpaCeiyr on the occasion, and beheld them 
without emottonv though the sight was luxuriant in th^ extreme^ 
0>r their warm cbeej^s, and risipg bospn^ move 
Th^ Uopm ff young daire^ an4 purple li^jht of Ip^ve. j 

dmslagrammaireGreceue. Monsieur Peltier avec le Jtele Ic plus 
cdiiiant pour la veritc, et avcc hcaucpop d'onction, m*a pric de 
corriger Je registre et la poesie la dcfsus ; et m'a informc, que 
Monsieur Nares Auteur tres aimable en son genre, et editeur 
de Touvrage periodique, (7 he British Critick) la vouliir aussi 
avec beaucoup d' efnprefsement. Malheureusement c'est impofsi* 
ble ; et j*ai repondd tres franchement : ** Men c^er PelticF^ 
quand une foi§ la tele doctorale est tombee ; eh ! que feirc^^ 
(Nov* 1797.J 

J Moschi Epit in Bion. v. i; \ Gray's Progrefs of Poetyy. 
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Nares (/) hoias the prize, and slops the Dorick din, 
Elmsley (g) without and Rivington within j 
The volumes are arranged in order meet. 
And all their ears erect these accents greet 2 io 

M •• Hail 

^— Had the combatants been political personagesi I would ha^e 
defcribed the whole game, and the characters, and their speeches 
in the poeni. But I learnefl early from Cervantes the necessity 
of limiution znd /ir^nefy in fiction i though this is a mere record 
of a matter of fact. 

(f) I alwayi admired the soiemn irot^y with which the Re- 
viewers in The British Critick treated this Gracian game among the 
old boys. It appeared to me as if I saw their exercises looked ^er 
at Eton by Dr. Davies^ who baid; *^ Norbory, you have done 
^* pretty tw//;*'^-*" Tew, you had a few faults, but a little more 
** spirit thin Norbory ;"-^" Weston, you havfc translated with 
^* sohic elegance, biit you have m authority far your genitive ah» 
•' solute.^^ — " Master Coote, I think you have one false quantity, 
^' but it is a doubtful syllable, and I shMpa^s it this time,** It is 
something odd, that a Westminister man, (I liiean Mr. Nares,) 
Should be the Judge of these old Etoii boyi. 

(g) Elmsley f aiid Rivington, tw6 London bookseliert, one 
famed for shrewdness, and the other for orthodojcy* ' Very pro- 
per 



t i know not why I should withhold the Testimonia Doctorum 
to Mr. Elmsley.^ To begin; — ** Mr. Elmsley^ whose sjcal for 
^ his Author can never be sufficiently commended/' &c — - 

Sec 
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" Mail, my fond masters of the Grecian lyre! 

** Hear a Reviewer's-Vcrse yourselves inspire : 

" These books are yours^ (oh, heed itiy tuneful voice) 

*• Take^eoij or (/) damn'em, as ^best suits your 

choice; - 

For 



per Assessors Tt> the Crttick. Mn Elmsle]^ Wa§ stationed ai 
tbt d^9r to keep the peace among the combatants, who were rather 
noisy and troublesome from their number. Afterwards Mr. 
Eimsley tool his seat with the Critick. The plate of the 
meeting was the celebrated Musical Room in Hanover Square. 
Seea fubfequent note. 

(i) Damn*e/n.^'** This (word) is to be underftood in a very 
itherand decent sense." See Bishop Warburton*s note^on one of 
the concluding lines of Pope's Story of Sir Balaam, Moral 
£p. 5* V. 401. Fope's Works, edit. Warb. 8vo. vol. 3. p. 259. 

*'Tke 



See Mr. Bryant's Letter to Mr. Richardson at the end. Hear 
Mr. Gibbon : •• Jetrouve dansle Libraire JB/wj/py, un Conseiller 
sage^ irtstruitf et discret.'f Mr, Gibbon to Mr. Dcyverdun. Let- 
ters, vol. a. 4to. p. 596. Again : *' I was Aroud and hajipy^ if I 
-could prevail on Eimsley^ to enliven the dullness of the erening.'* 
lb. p. 653. Booksellers of reputation have been always men- 
tioned with respect; The SocH by Horace, and Trypho by 
-Qui^tilian : Mr. Tonson is recorded by a man of talents^ § Mr. 
Beckst by Sterne^ Mr. Exmsle; by Mr. Bryant and Mr. 
Gibbon, and finally by his humble servant, the Author of the 
Pursuits of Literature. 

• 5 George Steevens, ^q. editor of Shak»pe«re, in. his ?t%bst 
ito the Poet's works. 
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" For some are new, some fooli^, and some old, 
** Some pert in calf, and some in sheets are bold. 

•* Twelve British Criticks, new or little read; 
*' Horsley's chaste sermon, [k) and his copper h^ad ; 

Ma ** Letters 



" The devil and the king divide the priae ;** which line the bishop 
with the utmost gravity declares to be ** a satire only on fuch «r/- 
nisters of state^ which history informs us have been found, who 
•• aided the devil in his temptations^ in order to, &c. &c." Seethe 
remainder of the note. This it is to be a commentator on a mere 
Badinage!!! There certainly are books which may make a 
Reviewer or a Divine swear a little. I readily excuse Mr. Nares 
fas I do Mr. Grubb in the farce) for being a little hasty in his 
expressions. Longinus (who gives excellent dire ff ions ^ in his 
treatise on the sublime,ybr j«;^flr/«^ /o the best advantage) observes, 
•• E(fTiv 8 TO ovoj(rw Tiva OMOSAI /XEyc, ro Se 7r», xtf< tto;^, 
KOI Ef* cavKocipojVf x«i rfVQ( lv€)c<x.'' De Subl. S, i6. The sub« 
stance of which -may be thisj " Swearing considered in itfclf, 
and without reference to the matter and the manner, // By n§ 
means an accomplishment^ or a source of the suhlimcy and should never 
he introduced^ but in the proper place and occasfob, and then only 
upon the mow urgent motives and for the strongest reafons.** 
From all which it appears, that discipline and instruction in 
this art are necessary, Before a man can swear as a gentleman, a 
scholar, an orator, or a man of fafhioix. Therefore^ no man 
should ever swear af random in conversation. See the Rev. 
Dr. Longinus^s Sermon^ as above, in toto; to which the Rev. Mr* 
Nares certainly-paid due attention. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C i8o 3 

*' Letters from Alciphron (/) to cool love's flame, 
** And prove Greek whores and English just the same j 

« The. 



(i) Set bis Sermon before the Magdalens, (in 4to) on April 
22, 179$. I wish the Bishop* had put an appendix (as the 
fafliion is) to explain a 'little of it, though in some places it is 
^ very intelligible, '-^F or inflance, in the following passage, page 6. 
** Numberlefs and ravithing are the beauties which the mortal 
*/ EYE beholds, in the various works of creation and of art. 
•' Elegant and of endlefs variety the entertainments which are 
^.^ firoviJed for the ear ; 'ojhetber it delight to listen to the sober 
*| narratives of history, or the wild fiAions of romance; whether 
'^ it hearken to the grave \tssons of the moralift, to the abstruse 
*' demonstrations of science, the r9«W periods of eloquence, the 
** j//r/V^//K/otfr/j//« of rhetor ick, the smooth numbers and bold 
" flights of poetry, or catch the enchanting ioMnd^^ of harmony; 
" that poetry, which sings of (something) ; tbathzrmony which 
^^fans (one thing) -and wafts (another) &c« &c." And as if the 
bishop had not been plain enpugby he begins again ; *^ Infinite \s 
** the multitude oi pleasurable forms which" do, as before ob- 
served. The reader' will allow, he never before met with so 
much recondite truth, diversified with such beautiful ^nd discri* 
minating epithets. The Bishop might as welt have said : " What 
f^ a charming pUce London is ! what varieties and entettain* 
** mtnts are provided for the e^ezxid ear. Firsts there's the House 
" of Lords, then, Weftminfter Abbey, then the Opera Houfe 
" and the Piay-house., There's Doctor Gillies who provides 
** sober history, and Mrs. Zmiihyiuild romance \ there's Mr. Pitt with 
** his rwnd eloquence, and Mr. Erskine absolutely/a/«/i>rg- in 
** sprightly flourishes \ there are ScQtchmen teaching grave mo» 

" rality 
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" The Hymns, that Taylor, {m) England*s gentile 

priest, 
** Sung spousal 2^t fair Psyche's marriage feast ^ 30 
M 3 ** The 



*5 rality and Greek ; Dr. Hutton with abstruse demonstrations 
**'<J^wall things mad^ themselves : there is Mr. Jerningham with 
'^ his smooth numbers, and Dodor Tasker with his ioU flights, 
<' Madame Banti at the Opera, and the little children at the 
«* Foundling : there are &c, &c. &c." — All this might do well 
enough at 9 polite devotional lounge, at some fashionable warm 
chape! from a fo/tular preacher ; but I am really ashamed that 
Bishop HoRSLEY should condescend to write, or pronounce 
ex cathedra such trivial school-boy declamation about nothing at 
all, and then /luhlish it. Men in high station and of high ta* 
lents (like Bishop Horsley) should be careful, very cj^reful, how 
thjsy lessen themselves by their own words and works ; and if 
Bifhop Horsley goes on in this style, and as he has done in feveral 
of his /<7/tfr/trtf//i/f//wx, whatever his politicks may be, he cer- 
tainly never wU incur the danger of The Second Philififitck, 

(I) Alciphron's Epistles ; in which are described the domes^ 
tick manners, M/ Courtezans and the Parasites of Greece, Trans, 
latcd ifrom the Greek. 

(m) Thomas Taylor, Translator of Plotinus, parts of Plato, 
the fable of Cufttd and Pfyehe from Apaleius, Hymns, &c. the 
would-be reftorcrof unintelligible myfticifm and superstitious 
pagan nonsense. Ail that lamblichus revealed to ^desius.— 
^Ir. Taylor, in conjunc^tion with pr. Parwid> might folve the 

following 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 182 ] 

« The alphabet in Greek by R P- Knight ; (n} 
. " Some rules for men to think and study right; 
*« An Eton Foolscap, with the game of goose 
*^ Printed by Pote, types large and cover loose; 
** An Education Sermon, rather long, 
** By Doctor Parr, all in the vulgar tongue j 
" Last, Horsley's master-piece, (m) and merry plans, ^ 
** To acsini right the goods of courtezans^ 

« Nor 



following problem ; ^* Whether ii Platonic^ iJea^ havering to th 
right en the erifice rf chaos^ might drive away the/quadrons of demo* 
cratical atoms f Rabelais, at the cud of book $. Questions Phim 
hfophiqnes. For my own part I ^m not difpofed to go any fur* 
ther, as Lycophron.CalTand. v. 14. cxpressea it, Ao|a;v if $iE|o$8^ 

(») An analytical Eflay on the Greek Alfihahet^ by R. P, 
Knight.— P. may stand ior Payne or Priapus Knight, in allusion 
to his EiTay on the Worilnp of Friapus. 

{nn) See a trcatife on the Trofodieg of the Greek and Latin 
languages, dedicated to Lord Thprlow by (Bishop Horsley). J 
allude to the Bijhof s pleafant ctmntent^ p. 47, %q univerfally ad- 
mit ed, on the AttickLaw, l£,raip» y^vtrtx et (popom^tif^ou'ta bo-toj^ 
Ij/iy gallantry forbids me to use any accents at all upon these ladies^ 
•specifclly fincc the Bishojt has shewn mc, how dangerous it \a to 

meddh 
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" Nor books alone attend the Conqueror Bard^ 
** Him shall avvait a more subjime reward ; 40 

" Not the coarse joy a Grecian once could feel, 
" Apples (p) for sauce, or parsley for his veal, 

M 4 " Or 

meddU nvitb them. In this short pafTage there are four perfon- 
ag^s virtually concerned; Alexander J/ihrodisiensisj Aristotle, 
Venus, and Bishop f Horsley I!!! I assure his Lordship, I have 
at great an affection, as human infirmity can allow, for an Oxy^ 
Un, a Farsxytorii or ^ven a Pro^par^oxyton ! Ladies never before 
knew the foHtUal importance of an accent, — While I am upon 
this Episce/ial 2LTid Cyprian fubject, I may obferve that Proclus has 
a singular remark in his Chrestomathia, as preserved by Photiuss 
(^Biblioth. Pag. 984, Ed. 1653.) U'^h raKuTrput ITPOriAPO. 
STTONilS BTTty^^BO-Oai rex, Troitj/xaTflt," 

(0) Apples, &c.— -There Is no<w an affectation in modern young 
pntUmeny as soon as they have left school or college, partictr^ 
larly in young lawyers and boy-members of parliament, of for" 
getting their Greeks if they cVcr knew any. I shall therefore without 
ceremony remind them of the ancient rewards in the Grecian 
games, which coAfifled of some apples confecrated to Apollo 
in the Pythian, of a chaplet di parsley in the Nemaean, of an 
Blive garland itv the Olym pick gaines^ and of a wreath of pine* 
leaves'in the Isthmian solenrinity. • f 

-" *■ ., , , , ■ ■■ - 

f I shall exprefs my opinion of Bifhop Horsley, as a writet^ 
ID the words of Erasmus; ^* Ejs lihris deprehendi hominem efse^ 
aidentis ingenii, varise lectionis, et mulc^ memoriae, alicubi 
tamen majore cppia quam delectu, ac diction^ tumultuasa magie 
^uam composita*^^ £rasmt £p. i»48. 
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** Or beverage drawn from spruce or mountain pines, 
** With oil from Pisa's olive, when be dines • * 

"No ode to praise the binding of his books:- (y^) 
" No print from Sheffield of historick coqks, 
*' Of beauteous Gibbqn-s fair proportioned shape, (^) 
" An old baboon, or foetus of an ape; 



(p) I am sure Pindar f very seldom had so good a s4ibject»' 
for his deep mouth, Mr. White, of Fleet street, and Mr. Ed-, 
wards of Pall-iTiall, booksellers, would furnish me with much: 
better materials for an ode than Pindar's, in their florid descrip-^ 
tionh', (so animating to purchasers) of gorgeous bindings little Dr.- 
Gosset's milk'^hite njtlhmy and all it's insignia. > 

^y/ See in the title pagp to tl^e posthumous Works of Edward 
Gibbon, Esq. ina V. /^to. publisbed by Lord Sheffield, an en- 
graving of The Historian OF THE Romaic Empire, wCich 
his lordship declares to be' " as complete a likeness of Mr. 
•* Gibbon, as to person, face, and manncjr, at can he concche^^V.] ■ 
I have no doubt of Lord S.'s friendhip for Mr. Gibbon, but' 
why hang up one's friend in effigy to the ridicule of the present 
age and of all posterity ? ** Figuram animi magis quam corporis 

" com- 



•f Not that detestable writer calling himfelf Petbr Pindar, 

of whom see the Firft Part of the Purfutts of L. 

^' There on the rack of satire let him lie, 

• '* Fit garbage- for the hell-hound Infamy*---r— Hcroick 

Postcript to the Pisblick, by the author of the H. Epistle to 

Sir W, Chanjbers. ' "^ ; / 
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f^ No robe, that waves in many a Tuscan foid ; 
5< No lawn, that wraps a bishop from the cold; 50 
f^ But fine broad cloth, in choicest fashion wrought, 
." By niodern hands to full perfection brought j 

5< complectantur/']: said Tacitus ; and coald Mr. Gibbon have 
seen thi; prints l)e certainly would have wished such a simtfiacrftm 
imltui as this, to be imhtdlium ef m9rt4tk^ or in^ pUin £ngli$h» 
to see the inipressions burned and the plate broken.-rrX just 
remind all collectors of prints, that there is not only to be had 
the head of Dr. Gillies and other historick cooks, of Dr. Den- 
man the man-ratdwife, of Mr. William Coxe, traveller and 
friend to half the crowned heads in Europe, with bis Mge at the 
bottom of the print» and of other great personages ; but there 
are still left ^orae choice proof impressions of the striking i&^^b/- 
andlikeness of Mr. John Farley^ principal cook at the London 
Tavern, to be had separate fron^ hi$ great pulinary work, be- 
ing all that were left unsubscribed fpr by the Lord Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, by the Baft India and Bank Directors, and 
by Mr. Pitt and the elder Brethren of the Trinity House. But 
I cannot ascertain the age of Mr. John Farley, which is a matter 
of the last importance, and for which I am truly sorry. The 
Homerick jucnndity from Martial should have b^en the motto to 
oormodcrn Mystillus; 

** Sitibi Misty llus cocus, ^miliane, vocatur: 

•* Dicetur quare non Varat^alla^ mihi ? Mart Ep, L i. 

The reader of t^e in print-collecting will thank me for re- 
minding 

¥' •'" ' ' ' I- -■ ■ ■■ .--11 I , .^MaMM^MaMB^ 

X Tacit. Vit. Agric. Sect. 46. 
+ Mi^rvKKcy rafa rocWcc, xtX, Horn. 11. pauim. 
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^ Ih i^est black suit of Doctor Courtn^' s Clerk !! T (r) 
' ^ Nares 

ing him of Mr. John Farley's head^ whose works arc more 
rr/f J W than any traveller's or historian's that I know. 

/^y Orin ICeosington Gardens* 

(r) I informed my readers in a former note, that the Icme 
of action was the celebrated Musical Room in Hanover Square, 
I must now add, that the room was decorated on the occasion 
with appropriate scenery, laid ont in hehs and clumps of fune- 
real trees, to represent a church-yard with the belfry, the yew 
tree, not forgetting the onvl^ with distant views of groups of la» . 
Jbourers, and cattle returning home by moonlight, highly pic-^ 
turesquc. This was the sce^ne of the famed solemnity, where 
Mr. Nares, with his asseflbrs *• Meffrs. Elmfley and Rivington 
booksellers,and the combatants, the Doctors Norbury, Cootc,&e. 
assembled. Dr. CouRTNEY,then Bishop of f Bristol, now of Exeter 
Aug./'i797.y and Rector of St. George'sHanover sqaare,was very 
kind on the occasion, as the decision was made in his parish ; and 
^ifh the consent of the Parish Clerks made a liberal and voLnntar^ 
offer of ** Ths Sunday SuitJ" furnished at the expence of 

t Doctor Courtney was then on the eve of a translation to 
Exeter. (Jan. la, 1797.)— lalfo wish the Bishop health to wear 
his own befi^ black fuit^ as well as another old Eton acquaint*' 
ance. Bishop Cornwall, his fuccefsor. 

X They who are acquainted with the dignity and magnificent 
deportment of Dr. Co \xr taey * s fire/en t Clerk of St. George's 
Churchy Hanover Square, *whin in his full canonical Sunday drefs^ 
will best know how to estimate the /iri%e offered to these Gre- 
cian combatants by Mr. Nares. Too happy, if in such a garV 
menty thr Victor mght be mijlaktn for this creat Mah* 
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Nares rising paus'd; then gave (the contest done,) 
To Weston, Taylor's Hymns aiid Alciphrpn; 
To Tew, Par's sermon, and the game of goose, 
' And Rochester's (j) address to lemans {ss) loose; 
To Coote, the foolscap, as the best relief 
A Dean could hope; last to the hoary Chief 60 
•He fiirda cup; then placed on Norb'ry's back 
TAe Sunday suit (/) of customary black. (//) 

The 

the parish^ and which, I undertand, is worn by the Clerk during 
divine service in the morning only on that day, tmd is w^ry become 
i»gn Mitt the morning service the parish clerk appears in his 
ordinary dress, as a common man. Such was the Ecclesiastical 
lait of armoar made by the episcopal taylor, and bung up as thb 
Con(^erqr's prize (not fUno jure, but usufructuario^) for t\\t 
JSmeas of the Sunday. (1796.) 

(s) Not Lord Rochester, but my good Lord Bi&hop of Ro- 
che&ter, Bishop Horsley^s Addrefs or Sermon ta the Magdalens^ 
mentioned above ; not forgetting his lordship's Greek prosody 
for Lord Thurlow and the ladies. 

fss) Liman is the old word for a lover, or a mistrefs* 

(i) All my Eton friends well know Dn Norbury's celebrated 
black wardrobe, and the Salts which appear in the order of the 
Fytha^gorick rotation from the chest or ark. 

/ *' Supera ut convexa revisant^ 

Rursiis et incipiant in corpora vfUe r^ertiV\ 

With 
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The gabbling ceas'd : with fixM and serious look 
GRAYglanc*dfrom high, and own'dhisrival,CoGK,(v) 

With what propriety did the Reverend Mr. Nares make and 
pronounce this famous decree ! 

fn) I must transcribe the concluding sentence of the Review 
of these famous translations, in the British Critick for March 
1795. jp. a4^ I give the Critic^ the fullcst.credit ibr the con- 
(duct of fkis iolemn irony, and confess that I can conceive Nothing 
superior in <Jiis species of wit, namely, that of looking gravely 
in men's faces and telling them how foolish they are. the British 
Cfitick thus concludes: *' Wc wish to avoid any in'vUious dis- 
** tinction^My undue preference. Jut were we absolutely called 
«* on to decide, wc should /r^/w th purest and most unbiassed 
«« mti'ves (see If. 13. v. 61^) f II the golden, cup with the njostex^ 
** quisite otyo; s^jto;, and not considering it as left without a 
^* claimant, hy the fail of any Eumelus^ wc should respectfully 
•* plaa it in the hands of the Etonian Nestor ; 

T^ vw, xar (701 r«To, FEPON, Ksii^nXiov zG-rojJ* 

(*v) I select this extraordinary genius, poet^ critick, scholar, 
and orator, William Cook, m. a. Jate Fellow of King's Col- 
lege, and Greek Professor in the University of Cambridge. 
" \ knew him well, Horatio,'* miUctihus olim auficiis. I select 
him, as well for the singular and original excellency of his per- 
formances,, (though there arc some oversights and even verbal 
faults in it) 2,% for tht mtinner in which he published it. , There 
was a spare leif or two at the end of his very sensible edition of 
Aristotle's Poeticks, and there he printed it. Not in the pojn-. 
pous manner, and wit^ dedications to Lord Chancellors and \ 
know not whpp^ as son^e of these Old Boys have done^ I must 

own 
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O C T A V I U S. 

Contract your smile, and quit this playful (x) searcli j 
These are the. lay amusements of the church, 

; Merc 

own that in many passages. Nature, Gray, and Cook seem to 
contend for {he mastery f b6t above all in that famous stanza ; 

** The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r, 

" And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 

«* Await alike the inevitable hour ; 

** The paths of glory lead but to the grave.** 

G^tAT. 

^cijpet rvx^^t XP^**5 Af po^ra? xa:X<z ra ^cy^a, 
riavQ' aptat txvxcx, reOvaxs, xa* r)v9ev fji^opffifAOv pcfxacp* 
. HpMO/v xXs' dkcoXBf Kou ofXiTO t |yvov ss AS«rV. Cook. 

Bion or Moschus never exceeded these lines : I think, they never 
- equalled them. I write dis Note, I will confess it, at'/V>& all the 
friendly fondness^ which an Etonihn could express, ' 

Hoc JUVENEM FCREGlCM PR-ffiSTANTI MUNERE DONO. J 

(x) This subject from v. i. to v. 6j. of this part of my poem, 
is perhaps in itself a very trifling one. The names of some 
of the parties are obscure and of little note^ and the concerns 

of 



t Some perfons object to the being made short before the 
%, It may be fo. I defend no faults, in any man's work. I 
leave Dr. Davies and Mr. Stephen Weston, the Hero of the Geni" 
4ive aisolutct to fubstitute moivoy if they please. 

•' The rule is absolute,* Lord Kenyon cries ; 
** Brisk from his geniti<ve let Stefihen rise. 

X Virg, Mvi. 4. v. 361. 



Digitized by V^OOQlC 



C ^90 ] 

Merc cobweb labours of their learned. thought j 
Thougli sometimes teachers must themselves be 

taught 
To weigh their office, raise their ppw'rful bfeath, 
Nor leave the world to darkness and to deaths 70 
Short be thck^bHy : let example tell 
Their life, their morals pure, and all is well. 

But should proud churchmen vie in , sumptuous 
halls, ' 
In wines and soups, Carthusian Bacchanals, 
Nor think th' linwieldly superflux to shake. 

Where curates starve, and helpless orphans quak^, 

-WavVrng 

of Reviewers should in general be confined to their own iitt/e 
monthly hluehoks. But this cxan>ple is of deepest consequence, 
that MEN, who aspire to be thought echolarj, should be warned, 
even to all posterity, how they conduct their learning, and ex- 
pend their time ; and be taught from this ridiculous instance 
(which I have selected) to value themfelves on such attainments 
alone, as are truly valuable, ots yeyova ANHP, unTn^/YnKa r» 
TH N7)7ri8. — It cannot surely be conceived, that the slightest a- 
cimadversion is ben intended to be made on the exercises in the 
Greek and Latin languages, whether translations or originals, in 
the publick or private schools or in the Universities of this king- 
dom. The author of the P. of L. is of opinion, that the 
utility or rather the absolute necessity of them is so great and so 

indi 
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Wav'ring I ask, in this dark scene beneath. 
Why lightnings scathe yon desolated heath ? (y) 

And 

indispensable, that they canoot be too much commended and 
tco much encouraged. I will alfo fay, that notwithstanding 
the accurate and nnrelehting feverity of Dr. Charles Burney'i 
most learned and acate criticifm on Mr. Glasses Geeek tkans* 
t AT IONS of Milton's Jgonis/es and MaforCi Caractacus^ I itili 
continue to admire the poetical and animated fpirit fo confpiciioiu 
in that very ingenions Gentleman's bold and laudable attempt aC 
an early period of life. There were fome mistakes^ tow could 
it be otl^erwife ? Flara nitent. The composition intitled @c9}Xa« 
roq Soipiff, by the late Dr. Cooke, Provoft of King's College, 
published when he was almod a boy, has peculiar merit. I will 
add here, that if any young man of genius, clafsical learning, and 
pof^tical ardour, wo aid prefent the world jrith a Greek-trans* 
laiion of Aksksidc*s '* Hymn to the Naiads,'^ znd fabmit it to the 
correction of an experienced Greek fcholar before publication, 
he might establish a learned and honourable reputation for 
himfelf) and add another composition worthy of Homer or 
CftUiintchus. v 

*' Sic, lieeat magnfts Graiorum implere catervas ! '' 

Composiiiens in Greek or Latin handed about in private 
circles of friends are indeed uselefi, bat iiree from mach re* 
prehension, though at best rather, idle in men of a certain* 
age. But when mem, dignified by their years and their sacred 
profession, tht youngest having pafsed his fiftieth^ and the eltitst 
entering his fixty eighth year, appear as rival candidates for pub- 
lick fame from the translation of some excellent £nglish verses 
into their own Greek ; what can we say ? 

*• Tunc c«m* a/ rii/?iV;V«r, tunc, tunc, ignosccrc— i^Noto.'* 

l^ersiut. 
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And hark the voice has thundcr'd : and the ^yard,' 

feornc on the blast, a trembling world has heard 80 

in consummation dread ! the bonds of Rome 

Are burst, and Bstbylon's prophetick doom^ 

With more than mortal ruin headlong cast. 

Proclaims the measure full :' she groans her last. 

From climes where Piety no more was found, . . 

Where Superstition withered all around^ 

. The 

fjf) 'the unbounded luxury anci extravagance, of Jhe French* 
and Italian Ecclesiasticks should be a warning to the priests and 
ministers of all Christian altars, however dignified or distin- 
guished, of \^hatevir church or of whatever persuasion. Man- 
kind will know, arid value thent hy their fruits. " Fof noW is the 
^^axttaidto the root of mv. tr£e», <iWevert tree nvhicb bringitb 
•' not forth good fruit toill ^most aisiuredly) hi tewn dvwnm** Thit 
is the warning voice whidh should be heard, and heard aloud id 
afsemblies frequent and full, in ail churches and in all cathedrals^ 
bat chief in those fv^in-sisters of learning, the Universities of - 
Eqgland, Oxford and Cambrrdge; which can be supported on 
those principle ulone^ on whkh they were founded, and hy muhicb 
they have flourished.— /f7>/7^. your /te# may yet ht founds I will: 
honour and will hail you both; 

<* Mothers of arts 
And eloquence, native to famous wits. 
Or hospitable in your sweet recefs, 
City or suburban, studious walks and shades !'' f 
But chief with pious gratitude, and with filial reverencfi Sal*wtp , 
MAGNA Parens! 1796. 

t Milt, P. Reg, b. 4, v, 240. 
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The rights of natufe barred, by heaven resigned 

To vile affectibhs, in corruption tlind, . * ■ 

While, 'in the terrprs of the world beneath, . , 

Permitted fiends of darkness round them breathe; 90 

Britain securely.fix'd, invites from high 

WUh^charity's sedate,. unalter'd eye. 

Tjnp sacredy cxird, melancholy band, 

Passilig from death' and France, revere the land, 

Where streams of inexbausted bounty pour, 

And Christ still teigns, and bigots are no more, (z) 

: ' AUTHOR. 

Blest be the voice of mercy, and the hand 
Stretch'^d o'er afBlctign^s wounds with healing bland. 
In holiest sympathy ! our best of man 
• Gave us to tears, ere misery began. ico 

Yetpause : "for mere(2;2)Good-nature(tf)rs afool»" 
Now. slave to party, and now faction's tool: 

. ' V - N . • : Attend, 

X%) I allude to the grtnd. emigration of French Priests and 
others to England, at the Utc Rcroliitiou in France.' (1796 J 
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Attend, nor heedless slight ^ poct*s name : . 
Poet and prophet once were deemed the same. 
Say, arc these fertile streams thus largely spread 
h filial tribute o*er a mother led? 
Say, are these streams( think, while avails the thought) 
ToRome f hroughGallick channels subtly brought ? {aa ) 

'Rome 

-/*«; We mastTcmwiibcr, ihit th€»ve#y fnlkie wmA spirit ^of 
the tows, ordinances, .and constitBtion of England are in the 
most direct ofipositm to the Roman Cdtholicl religivHy and all it's 
doctrines, practises, optnioiifr, superstMikis, and tyrlimy. I «m 
astonished that we can forget their history and effects. I know 
what ^as been done in uthef countries. The only hospitable 
and unsuspecting asylum for their priests and professors has been, 
and is, in England. On their expulsion from the continent, and 
their reception in this kingdom under powerfol protection and 
s^stematick influence, a warning voice may be heard, not with- 
out eflfect. ThU is thessale reason bf all which I atn about to 
offer on this subject. It is not an anathema, but a warning 
in the spiHt of mercy, moderation, and the moft refleding policy. 
We may depend u^on it, wherever the Roman Catholiek 
Religipn is introdQced^ or permitted, or fostered, ^v pitied, or 
encouraged, the words' of the poet will be found eminently 
true: 

Sfiiriius intUS aUt, TOTAMQPB IKFUSA FEK AKTUS 

Mens aoitat molkxi, it stagko se eoeFOHB MtscBTr 

{a) ** Virtue (fir mere Geod^ature is a feel) 
Is sense and spirit with humanity : 
VirtHt ftUd sense! smanjinrt to disjob. 
Virtue and^ sense^ce oiie.*' 
Dr. Armstrong, Art of Healthy B» 4. a Poem which can neter 
be sufficiently praised, rcad| and recommended* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I m J 

. ko»lB touchcsii t«5tas> aud t^kt% ^and. nothing loth: 
But have we virtues? yes, oijiagan pomth. (a) no 
Ask wJiitreiloMEfs. ^hurfih isifsunded ? -on a st^ep. 
Which ^wffsy*SjifViJ4iWiiidAin vaia mfty^swfep, 

(tfil) Ifhis Js^ otte.of the. moist iiftpdrtint pdintft in f^ /reuMt 
situation, of ^ Eagjaiid an4 of Europe, in vcggifii ^^.Q^tipQal po- 
licy. I propose these qaestions. i. liow/ar^ arc the ministers 
of .die.piibUok'tcejisure.of.iui}' Pj^teauntkin^om justified m 
issuing, large sums of moneys for the express purpose ofmaintdm* 
ing emigrant Cath^Utk firiests^ as a boot ? a. If they arc j usti- 
£ed in issuing ai^ SumS| in vibat ntanmr and undtr vihat contrd 
^bokiMrthif pub^ck nlQneyjb&expeaded and distrabuted ? 3« Whe- 
; ther ifi\£nglami atakis itMtf»«there arc not peculiar and paramoajnt 
. (ConstdetvtiQns. i«hich cM lor v^hdwt 4Md /urudenci 'to regulate 
.|ind ir^ftUaiQwthq^ first natufai and' honourfible. knpetuoAty of 
t merry. a^d^kmdmtyf to die end that.T«£ consjir^riosf of 
t^NotANiH .tNiiUit CHuacH. AUD STATE, bc prcfervcd invio* 
' vUte .fr«m;.«f»eft .Attacks^- or- from inndlous attempts ?-i> These 
• QUii^tWs are pooposediotliiie.pat^lick security, with sobriety, 
i'^OQ&Mf. Jiild ichanty ^ o^^ as o(.common Importance. 

' Dixerat Anchisesi natumque unique SibyHam 
C$Hvetttttt trakit in medios^ turbamqUe soaaniem; 
Ei tMMttduM cofiff unde omnis longo vrdine positt 
j4dverfis legert^ et ^oeniemum d^cert vulius ! 

(1796.) 

(tf) It b welj knotrn that ri^id Catholicjis bqld^ thai t^e rir- 
. tucs pf hercjicks^o^ protcf tantsj arc.to J)c (ppnsidwd ip.thpJigiit 
pf pagan virtues. I think the bishop of St, Folde Leon w6Mld 
agree to this opinidUt ( 1 796.) 
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.il/crfifwhcrc'sihners may have Keflj'Sccure^ * *?••" 
,One on/y lindefii'd, one onry pure, . . 'y'i.[ . • 
BJame yau her cumlirous pomp, herir6nTod,.v :.' / 
Or trumpery ceiicks of her saints half-shod? * - ^' • 
L6 Confessors y in every- hamlet found. 
With sacred s^ters: walk their cl6istcr*dTdund : xi8 
'There read the list : (^) and calm the fate expect, 
' When cr-afty, meddling, thankless priests direct. 
*; . ." . / ' ■■;, ' '^Think 

{^> See "Thb Laity*s DutECTORY/w 1796^ (printed for 
J, P. CogWan, Duke ftrect, Grosvenor square) to wliich is 
added .'^ The Colours op the Church ;'* words rather omi- 

'. nous. It is a pariiphlet at tbc low priee of sixfitncr, which \ re- 
commend to puhitck notice and to which I refer the reader. It 
is a matter of some surprise and concern, to read the Iht ^f the 

' almost incredible number of Httfe books and tvwcx% at'^fht ifffnUtst 
/rriVw, published and to be publiflied, calculated /dr the geiieral 
ilisseminatmiif?Qv^%rintheJerialhs\^^\kt\ fatal di^Iay of ^11 
the existing and rising Romish .seminaries, Romisk boarding 
houfes, and Romish schools for youth; the plenary > indulge n^^ 
ces (for one another,-; — and the settjement aiNuns Frcfessed ia 
monasteries erected in this kingdom, Clares, Benedictines, Se- 
pulcharias, Austins, and DominicanelTes. Then, in this very 
same pamphlet, as if by a (Irange fatflity and ip the b)u»4^er of 

'papal metaphor, they advcrtifc even their drugs J The vefy 
medicine, it seems, is papal.' Behold their** Laxative sulphurated 
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Think y^u, their hate uilcjuench'd.qanjC^^^ . 

The torch not tipt with sleeping. aulphurcus fire ? - 
Their doctrines round a careless land are blown j 
They blast the cottage, and would sap the throne. 
Wl^a^ > ^re my wprds top .,warpii ?-^I Ipyc my King, , 
My^Coi^ntry, and my God !• the sounds shall ring 
I m; i ": •>: • ^.'3^'' . . ..Ceaseless 

^\ll9^j^tc9(MiteJ\tiy4^futher form in thefe realmii ^^TieMk^ 
dUated j^nuffy a Cephalic oi matgi^viTl^ttj firefiartdfr^m thtarigiml' 
rcc^Cf^t^6tfnd,\n^. Xkff Jesuit's, fLjh^^ry j"— *• Thp Jefuit'ft- nervout 
P\ll,"7-** T^h« Je#uita ]^aka^mi(k cordial.** Iji short, dtctrnunt 
^U9dcuftquf^ yo^upt DBt co>^PQ^;p^oiTRp J bocjjr a^ndioul, forhine 
and ftate. J anderlland tjieinj^t too wc)L ,T^ey If^novf jthcir 
hoiir».THE,iR^B^Tp9Tov,of HomB ](A|UQ, thcuT Opportunity, 
thcitMy?^titSiffSr their r,eveum/rm th< ttate» .They advance by 
approaches, qpt d^sul^tpry, bqt rc{;ular. The papal- genius ne^ 
- ver sleeps, no, not for* a moment; but directs, and animates, 
and a6fcs, uniformly and conftandy, at hom6 and abroad, in 
cities, in towns, in village^ ^, it tal^es aid from stupidity and 
from ability, froin aboy^ and^ (rofn b^nes^tl), T()eir iufliops, as 
yet» are but titular, but depend upon it, 

. ti A ..^ .p^ jqJ]^ radios;,' TiiRPEiActUE fiTLmika' jurant, 
' *^ thtidqutdhaient tehrtim' armamentaria cati^'X 

. Defend apon it, I say, ^^^sv^r : . fa^ut what the oath is, I shall 
jiot.take upon me to des^ibe4o It may be !wdl .waderstocfd, and 
|or qugl^t {know, it is. already. regi#ter<;d.-*i ba9e compasaion 

. ' ' -for 

J Juv. Sat, 1 3 Y. 7S. 
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Ceasdes^, Mtitt (With all bis host iwake) - 
Ik otTR GTRg AT CAc^sf^ Si iiatic3n*5 inquesr fake, 

tooK 



for ttie tinfWto'ri^fc ^ T haViS dijiriry for jAyindefcA cxitcs ; t h^Ve 
pity, and would i^i&h and #o\iia giVerdidf tothe^wrecpif^plid 
the suffering; I have veneration for the truly pioui of every 
pri^oasldh^n the Chriftian faith. « T^r^ is one I«v/!" But I 
have, and it is an Englisman's doty to have, a ws^tckfol cy^ 
u^n. th^ iASiffUafting <Jr dotoiWerfhg ispfifif of tfte RofrtisS 
ihtn-ch\ r havd ho dphrfolf 6f tRte^ sfniecfity of fMr.2Kmtit(itnt 
t6 » J, 01* df tMr grtrtitudife fbir <rt^ fivdur*. I tft/ist upOtt i>, they 
i^gaVd f HirfsittVw as tht dtrgikat (^4 tigiffia intititm ^ td^ 
hhd. I caifup6«tKc gUJti'dianVdf 6ttf AurCh and llate* to b^ 
\4^rf^difir7j ^nff to' regard wFttt dt'firttidtf the |iro(5eeding8 tfAtt 
ryit tutt^ityfr^i f f they ttf^t Ar btfJir, t wisS* ihosf f*(Si*v^iifl)',- 
t^at Gfeii Brtt^ftrmay nevir, In thcingiiisS 6f an fncdns^d^rai^ 
^trir, i/^y 4)f tfi^se nit^efotrs etfii^raht |$rie^$| a^d of ^)1 tb(| 
rcit sa'crftj df profatiBj 

fi/^rhr/ htttr^f e^^s 

I send THIS ifpTE into the wqrjd, ivh^terer be it*a.fate, witb 
'the famous papal inscription, but wjlhout the spirk, of Sixtus 
the Fourth to the Florentine Synod under Lorenzo the Magnir 
fiednti^'lK Fvtmitii sitf Mfvt^ftihMl'^ irid t^^ BrsRop of 
6u PeHi, de Lom,^^ [fis Cdn#i€toit« ^i^^ ^^ «^^f^i^ 't^ ^^^ 
}Hri#, msy refffy tp jt, if tjicy iMfil^- |>ro|>er .•-•.(Written i<i ftf 
yclr 1796,) 
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Look ir^m tbntj v^lft w^ tiibc* the forties (f) §1^ ' ' 
Then frown indignant o'er fkc ojifirobrious Hilled) 130 

OCT A VI us: 

'jJ^HtSS THOUGHTS ARB FOR THJl STA?!?! enOUgh 

ofRonjc,, 
Her GqJIick ^tars^ and ap|[»t>achiiig doom* 
But if.from themes so gpave {t) you qcvo: roani> 

N 4 .Ask 

(r) T0B GREAT CotLBOE OF PuiFSTS, ' AlfO HxAdQuaR* 

TEftS OP THE Catrolick Cause In the CastU or King's Hause at 
Winckefier, tenanted by priefis emigrant and ffm.eaiigrant,/ir^* 
fkklj mamiahedat the exjfenee $/ the fiatt. Read the preceding 
note* r am not speaking to those, who are indifferent about 
^ or any reiigion; but to those, who from their station, poli* 
tieal /it facred, should underftand the impertame of the cause, 
4h^intcreih of Chriftiani(y and it's purity, the evidence of 
htftory, the nature and the esiential and unaltered spirit of the 
Romi$h pri^fthood, and their subtilty, and peculhr arts by per- 
, suasion, or by terror over weak consciences. I am speaking to 
the governors of Great Britain, to the mintfters of the crown, 
who should guard, and who I trpft will go^rd, aggmil th revivai 
tfibe Rmuh church now working 'tn secret ; as well' as againft ' 
the more open and nore terrible democracy of some defcriptions 
of (he piiTcnterff What is said to us alli is faid at thi> hour to 

ministers 
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Ask at St/ Pa'iH's,' is 1?fetyman /^^^]/ at hom^?- • - 

-. • ■ "^.^ '■•'•■ \' • • - ■ The 



ministers and rulers of flates with a more important and a more 
sacred cmpbafis, " WatchJ for' ye Inviv not the hour when 
*^ destru^iion <ometh:* — (1796.) 

{^d) Finally : 1 . propofe one plain and significant queftion 
to Mr. Pitt, or to any great minister of ftatieu It is this: 
** Is there a single inftance in the record's of any modern 
hiftory of Europe where the gqverning and direct^ing power of 
the ftate ever authorifed, patronifed, and fupportcd with the 
publicfc money,' under any circumflances whatfoevcr, a col- 
LEGKOF PRIESTS, in tilt hart (fa kingdom^ whofe tenets and 
principles were not only different from the eftabliflied religion 
of the country,' bvjjt were in. riireft, opposition and ayqwoi hof- 
tility to it ?—-Aa4, Particularly, when it was thf .original and^ 
fundamental purpofe and conftitiuion^of that eftabliihed qhurch,^ 
to difcountenafice and extinguiih, the fuperilitip^us doctrines, 
and the political ecclesiastical tenets of thst College ofPti^s^ fp 
authorized, patronjfcd, and fupported ,by the publicly money^^ 
AS A. BODY?" ^Ifthis qucHion rouft be ^n^wcrcdj.^.I ^pprc*, 
hend. it mufi^ in the negatiye, I maintain, (and if npct^a^ wilj: 
maintain ropre folexnnly, if< paiEble, an|d mpr^ ^t^utl^rs^i^ t^^. 

THE C0I,LSG£ OF PrIESTS IN^ THtt -KlVC's Ho^jl ,;i^T..WlNr 
CHESTER fHOULp BE IMMEDIATELY DISPEfl^i^D, | aod-UOt fuf- 

fered to (laiYl in that ofFensivf, cojiipkuousi an^ ppprobriou^ 
light in the face of the country^i I am really fpealj^ing in mercy 
tothem^ and to us a]I, if I aip-rig^^lyjinderftpod* I would 
fyppo)[t and prefer ve them from -f^Kfry. want, /trivmiyt And in 

. J This was cffedlcd in December 1796. 
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The Dean might smile,- wh^n you with happiest can: 

• • Blend 

detached fituations ; But I would not fuffer the ministry of a Cathlick 
Biskff /A dir*^ tie. e:cjunditvre of thatt .publick- moncyrso JOMUcd^ 
far mere CafLoUcifiurfo/fs : but with the mofl perfeft toleratiofi 
9f allper£uafiQn$in.religi9n, tbe.GoyeriioF^of the fi^e (hould 
4/^^n^S^iX^ex^hsivelj'/u^ori their -vwn. T)iis is pru^es^c^;, this 
is poJicy^ti^Uk is ju> remember the )>egtnabg and prpgreO of all 
great evijots.t (May, 1796.J ,\^.\^, 

' '{e) I am not in the^'Mbit of^el-tislng many of the rarious 
singlie sermons, which are ^pubHfheVit but I cannot refift the 
opportunity of i-ecom amending three, 'which I think a^e 9t this 
time iropoitant, and written^wfth abilfty and spirit. One, by tiie 
Rev. Dr. Vincent, head mafttf of W^minftcr school, (agentk^ 
man of veiy considerable eruedition, diligence^ ahitit^, aftd mdst 
exemplary copduft) preached for the Weftmififter tDis'penfary ; 
another by Dn Watfon, bishop of Landaff, iot the Weftroinfter 
Difpenfary alfo, with an Appendiic,^ containing Reile^^ns on 
die present ilate of England atid France; the ^Appendix is of 
peculiar mepit; a;nd a thii^d^** 'On Gaming,*^ written with great 
energy,'erudh!X)n,'piety, patrr6tiism, and eloquence, by the Rev, 
Thoinas'Reiinel], D.D:prebeAdary of Witacheilm— While I am 
speaking'dn thif^ ftibje£^,' I think,- it may be ' catiot)$ and pleas* 
ing, and perhaps usefal to fome perfons, to fee the lift of books 
which WiniAM Warburton,' Bifliop of Gloncefter, recom- 
' • ' , mended 

■^. .11 I Hi ■ II ' I' ■ " ■ ■ ■■■! ; «■ I'w I " >■ ■■ III.. ■ . 

f Though the French priefts were xtmo^td^ Jy orddr tf Hhe 
Governments from the King's House at Winchefter, at the clofe 
!of the year 1796, yet I have ftrohg and important reafons for 
ieaving this whole paffage, in poetry and pro^e, text and com- 
ment, unaltered »/ro» record to posterity. 
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Blend Horsley 's aqid w,ith tjic crca^n of ^a^jr^ 
YouM rise at last. 

AUTHOR. 

mended in fome pofHrumotis MS9; DireQioDs fbr the study of 
Theology, which Biftop Hurd published io the 4to edition and* 
inthe Sfofiipplemcnt to hiis work*. I refer to the traA, and 
merely give the books in thedivifions, and in the order in which 
Warbtifton pJacrd them, and fecormmended them to be i%ad.' 
^Lockeon theHuman UnderfiandinpQuintilian*! Invitations.-^ 
Crrotius dai Jore balti et pacify WiloUnfton'sReligiM of BTatnTe ; 
CMn|berlaii4 Q(v the Law ofNttjimjs. Ciid5rpcth^9 IiiteHe«H3iall8|if« 
te«i.->^Mainionide& Ductor p^hHantHim ; Sponcor de I^egibus 
Hebreorum R^ndibuii: Wi^ton^sP^ljrglot Btble^; Ctittci SaorL 
L0Qk«!i^R^M9na^bleqeft «f QliriMiiiiijty^ Burnet de fide et oiBdii 
ChiiftiaiH>rttfn-; Grotius^s Comment on the Goipds ;: Locbcon 
the Efnfiles ; Jpfeph Mede oft th« Apocalypfe \ EpifoopU }aSo» 
tuta ChriiUaDcn TheotogiaE^; timborch's Theobgia Chrittiana ; 
Grotiojit d< Veritato Rtltgipnt^ Ghri&tiaaaB ; Stiilingfleet^s OrlgL* 
ncs Sacra^i ist ed« Limborchtde Veritate R«ligionia Christiasia 
Arnica Cjollatio cam £FudUa)JudaBo, i. %i btaoo OcoUq; Cfaitr 
}ingwc«tH*9 ReK^oo of Rrofefiaats a Oife anaf to. salvation} 
Hoohflr's BcdjEtfaSical VbUty# 4 first books. Taylor's Liberty 
of Prophecy log; StiliingAe^i'i^lKaicuni; Lockers Jbottera' ofi 
Toleration;; Barkis Coaimeal on the words *^ Compel tbeea 
to come ia."-n-Bfoshchii-a Ecclcfiaftical Hiftory; €«iHicr*s 
CbufdkHiilory; Fuller's Church Hiftory; Sleidan Commen- 
taril de stam^ Re ligioni a ^ R e ipoblicfl s Carolo^ Q«kito^ Cas&re 
Cominentarii ; Burnett's History of the RefbmBatton^; l^u 
PIarke*s Sermons ; Dr. Harrow'!? Sern^ons; Sermons du Pere 
]}ourdalo^e»" 

Th« 
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V 

AUTHOR 

How strangely you mistake ; 
The dream deceives aot, when the man's awake. 

Ohce 

T&e'Seeoii^Paff ofdveM^MtttianfeoiitdnoCbefw^ but 
itmajr surjprne some peopl^td^ htap that BUh^iWarbaiton^a 
ti||brm]« intent regarded tbit pkn» hui^as^an htn^Siim to tfaft 
Itody of Theology. JhFc Uminm Victor Alcis^es tulmt! 
Thraughsiicha vestibule dM t^ki High Prieft pafs sntothx 
i'ftl|]^£B.-^-eitt if the reader ir dil|)^d'tO'attead to the birmblef 
•ttggefitoA3 of ^ very private layanaii o» this- Mged^, I think 
BewouMiliidr great advantage in j/M^/xtf ^md^ c^wddemg tfao 
fbItowiiigwo!rkr«ht £i»j^, (which ere vciy few ia nninber) 
mdU tke oTikr itt whieh they art* nrraoged. i. TheView.of tlie 
ffiterHar Evidence of the Ghriftlan Keh'gtony^ by Soame Jenym^ 
fifq. ar. The EvideAces .of Chriftianky in thrto parts, by.W» 
Valey, D-.P# 3. Grodvs on the truth of the ChPistian Religion, 
in ar^ trairflation. 4-« The Evidences of Natural and Revealed 
Refigion, bf Br. Samitei Ghiko* 5. Mr* Locfcie^ Reafoaable« 
Hefs of Christianky, partieuiarly the latter part of the tract* 

6. Bifiiop Kurd's Introduction to the Stsdy of tlie> Prophecies. 

7. LorcF Lyttleton's Dilfertatiott on the Converfion of StiTaui, 
end ^. Dr. Bfrtfer'9 Analogy of Religion,^ Natural and Re«reakd^' 
to the conilttution «nd courfe of nature.''-«^Fr««i tiise /ew vo-' 
fumes^ \§ they are studied with care and an upright intention, 
% think it may be said, that ^^ They shall see, to whom ua was 
f* |ioJ {before) spoken of; and they that have not (bcfiq^e) heard, 

M shall 
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Once in the morn of life, a wizard said ; 
*• He ne*cr shall risc'''f)f bcielTcel, 6r trade j 140 

" But 

•* shall understand.'* These volumes are the works of laymen 
, as well as of divines ; and if I t^not rtiistakeri, ! thhik f perc'ei\'fe 
tike following connection in the short plan which 1 have offered. 
Mr. Jekyns*S View prepares the mind to think worthily of the 
JCeli^on whtcb is ph>|>o«e<tt aiHk4^iii<M>ftrftt9«, t^^t i\^€Tc arjChe 
hSgbJsA rcas^rio thiiik .bnd.7^n^|ud6,>«.tha|;r^|'s ^i^ J^fr^si 
abdv«;arid hot from.inat<|.,:,J>.^.;f AtEV's^Vic^ ff^^^^Jie ^bj^ft 
displays^ confirms, ami elftaWi^^^ th^yVr^^. hiiionqal pvidfsia^ 
and proof, with afi the pl^Utn^sBr ajud candour Qf v^hkh ^fi^/{l'* 
paJblcyrknd mdejIendentL^P (he particular, t^^net^ pfifi^^hufi^b-^r 
sect. . Gji^ftus aod Br. Cj^^^iike pre&eot,;<% v^.J^^l^Hf^ji 
doflriiie^ and evidence in foilny of pr^poMtl^as,; vfijcb i4i,n^p)f[ 
and 'learnod iLludration^, wH>. f^rce^ of^re^jOi¥igf aad w^f^ 
loJgical precision. . Mr.Lock^ii** been; p^?4|i};a^)y J^app)t vaff^ 
prefenfingtheconfonahce:of ..the:Chri(li«iilr docuin^ to .rea^cyf 
properiy.underftood, and it's liecessity, how .tb§. defepts^of^-ay 
phiiorophy howejvcr diftingvifl^edi. , ,Bi/i^Jf.^^v^Dy^mth ^hf 
hiuid rof a master, lias , opened 'the general View. ^, the fulj* 
jet\ of prophecy, and;j(refd it U'Qn% tbo intrhra^ips of ^p^ 
cuhtion^ and shewn it's time, nature,. end|-f(Qdii}tcnfu 
Leap Lyi TiilTOK bH^difotrili^si the naoft .iiUifl^^^fs. instatK^ 
of the cojiverfibii to this 'M:U^oyu,:ii) tH^^p^i^fi^iof- St Paul, 
a fna:i of the highei^ natural talents^ and ' piroi^ndf (I fea* 
foning and erudition ;. andhe has aci^Qinpa^i^d^^b^ .wJ;ioie wi{^ 
yentarks .of .weight and dignity pn the genpij^I (^Iv^ct* qf Hfvo^ 
lation. Arid /astj to a niind ^ifjpc^d to. view . witii-cal^nnefs, il^i^ 
mility a^^ reYcr^nc?^ /^t-Ww// fjfsi^m ^'FrQvid,encci^^ Ati: 
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<* But find, femote frbni coascqucrice or fairic, 
*« A iocal'B«jraethi0g,'ajicl i shadowy name; 

^^ Shall brave < neglect;' in: Eh^ldnd'i^cause contend '; 
**^«opeks« hiWlf of virtue;^ ^t her frterid^ 
** Through crowds shall mark his solitary way, 
" Ardent, though secret; s^nd though serious, giy; 

*^ Erect 

as It is permitted to man to view ** thi work wkicfi 
God worketh from the beginning to thb bno/* 
Dr. Butler has unfolded the Analogy or relation of the 
Course of Nature to Religion, by which all things are found 
to proceed in hatmony from Him who hath made notfainj^ 
imperfect. I think this great performance of Butler has pe- 
culiar force when it is .considered w the conclusion of oar re« 
ligious refearches, and not as part of the original proof, or 
as Lord Bacon exprefses himfeif, ** tanquam portum et fabba- 
tham humanarum contempl«^ionQiii omnium.'* (De Augm. 
Scient. Lib. 3.) — I fpeak merely'my own ieniiraents to those 
fwho have not much time or leisure /or deep> study ^ (but we are all 
i;)ound to find fome time for this fubject,) and I fpeak in Tub- 
mifsion to scholars better informed than myself. — Reader, 
whoever thou art, if thon sbouldst. approve these introductory 
ideas to this great fubject, inexhausted as it is and inexhaustible* 
prepare thyself, thy understanding, and thy affections. <*' T/ 
** quofuc dignumjinge Deo !" 

I {ee) The Rt, Rev. George Pretyman, D. D. Bishop of Lin- 
coln amI Dean of St. Fanrs; Tutor and Secretary to the Rt» 
Hon. William Pitt, before he was raifed to the Prelacy. A 
nan of great learning, dlfcei'nment, and ability. 
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*' Erect, without a pension, to his era! 
*' Unknown, unheaid, uahonour'd; shall idescend} 
"Bow to no minister 'for goklen>aews, - 149 

" His portion. Memory, and foest^, the Muae." 

OCTAV>IUS. 

This of youi«lf ? 

AUTHOR- 

*Tis so* 

O C T A V I U S, 

You Ve turned plain fool j 
A vai-n pert pi^t^cr, bred in (/)' Erskine's school ^ 
Talk of yourself? 

AUTHOR. 

(/) The Hon. Thomas Erslune, the icekbra.ted;3artjy»t«r. tQt 
a farther account of his talents, abiliti^s^ legal kjoowl^^ge, ^^« 
kp and ask-riJfr. Enkifig himself. (&ee als6 P. ptL^ Itial, ^) 
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AUTHOJEl. ^ 

Why yes; I would be h^d: 
Mere falkers now, not writers, trre preferrM. 
Look at that paper: (g) if you.print the speeches, 
Pitt seems George Rose, orlikeSir Richard,, preaches^ 
Nor tone, nor majesty, nor patriot fifes^ 
Methinks the wit of Sheridan expires^; 
Lost in 'Dundas the Caledbniari twang, 
Thoiigja Pitt, and port, and property he sang; 160 
^ririt negrd speeches, an^ in reason's spite, 
Lo, Wilberfbrce is blaick, and Francis white; 
Who wonders at bufFoons, or Courtney's joke? 
And w« scarce slumber, though Sir William spoke; 
'Tis Grey and grumbling j Curwen (^).all and clatter ; 
And Dent (/)and Dogs ; and Pewter (i) pot and platter. 

Shall 

i£i My n9W9ip$fet ornpM «f the Debates f d Parikmeat. 

fb) All the changes nmg upon feudality, and tyranny, and 
I Itnow worwirat, wtrcnifre Game Laws v^ere discufscd at the 
do£6 «(tiie Jose pariiamenti April 1796, on the motion of Mn 
Curwen. 
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C 208 } 

Shall I not talk ? — Few politicks will ready 
Though Lauderdale should sketcbhis Scottish creed ; (/) 

Though 



(/) Alludh^g to the long debAtcs on the D^git^ 'B^tth, billt 
brouglit into parliament in 1796, by Mr. Dent. The bill i»a 
lirtle allegorical^ sometimes uiHiitelIigibley\ aiid 'often Ttidtcrbtss. 
For instance ; I shall not look to Mr. Pitt or Mr. Wilberfor«c 
for an explanation of the following clause in it : namely, ^* Pro* 
vided always, that no pbkson nnha shail keep any bitch, whelp, 
&c. shall be charged with tbi payment of . the i^id ^um^ umtii 
SUCH BITCH &c. shall he of th$ age £/*—•'*§ Sect. 2. Certainly 
the bill is allegorical, and the Kesfbjis of ^itches, &c. com-i^ 
plain, that they had taxes enough to pay for them before. Mr. 
Fox objected to it in theJH.of Cs.; so did Lord William Gordon, 
and many other refpectable ^nd. playful members^ but in the H. 
of L. the Duke of Qiieensbory said, ** It did not much signify.'*, 
If Mr» Pitt means that taxes iliould be an (Object of iV/V, I shall 
foon expect to he^r Mr. Sheridan, in the Houfe, call the Districts 
of Downing street «« The' Borgo Allegro.** (i 796.) 

(k) 'This 18 another curious fubject brought into the Houfe 
in April 1796, and shews that Mr. Fox has eloquence of all ma- 
terials and of all metals* Gold f for his petuon ; u$iA99 forhir 
opinions; and vz^tfBi for his constiiutenis* 

(/) See his Letters to the Scotch peers. AH his affecting 
cloqu^ce -was thrown away upon them, tyttk^^hen they under ^ 
stood many of the pafsages, which they did now and (hen. (179^.) 



§ See the Act for granting to His Majesty, certain dmtiti on 
Bitches^ Whelps, &C.&C. pafsed May 19, 1796. 
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Though Abram Joncs(//)and Jasper Wilson preach. 
With names uncouth, but not unpolish*d speech. 
Few mark the Journals of the dubious Moore, (jn) ^ 
We scent the tainted gale from Gallia's shore; 172 
Through England as his Various Views advance. 
We smile, but trace the Mannerist of France. 

O Godwin^s 



(//) Two afsumed names of political writers, instead of Cato, 
Brutus, &c. bat it is a foolish custom and should ceafe. Of 
Abram Jones I have no conjecture ; and Jafper Wilfon is still 
dubious. 

(«r) John Moore, M. D. the celebrated author of Travels 
into France, and Italy, of Zeleuco, of £dward, or Farhus Virus 
of life and manners in England, &c. &c. &c. I fpeak of him only 
us a publich author. Me is a fensible and entertaining companion. 
His style is eafy, always agreeable and pleasing, and his wit is 
playful. His pleafantry on physicians is little inferior to Mo- 
liere. Flntta cadit iua.\ But I dishke the ttndency of various 
parts of his writings when he fpeaks of the French affairs, I 
mean of Xht /irhui/ihs of th^/nt Revolution, which led to the 
cruelties, mifery and distrefs, which have been since /elf by 
France and by all Europe. It is impofsible that Dr. Moore or 
any other man offense, can 1)e an advocate for their present 
fystep. I dislike the perpetual ridicule which Dr. Moore throws 
upon hereditary honour, at a time like the prefent. (1796.} 

f U<ir» Bp. a4 Aug. y« %%q^ 
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Godwin's cky page (p) no statesman e'er believ'd, 
Though fiction aids, what sophistry concciv'd j 

Genius' 



(p) \ have given Tome attention to Mn Godwin*^ work* 
'* ON Political Justice* f*' as conceiving it to be the codb 
of improved modern ethicki, morality, and legislation. I confeb 
I looked not for the republick of Plato, or even for the Oceana 
of Harrington, but for fomething different from them alU I 
looked indeed for a fuperstructure raifed on the revolutionary 
ground of equality, watered with -Mood from the gaillotine ; 
and fuch I found it. I cannot difcafs a work in two large vo- 
lumes in a note, (though fome would difpatch it with a single 
word) but in general I can fpeak as much of it, as it deferves, 
in a short compafs \ I mean, as it appears to me* 

The first trait of the work is, a certain coliUhlooded in- 
difference to all the mild, pious, and honourable feelings of our 
common nature, like all the Philofophert of the new Sect* 
The next thing obfervable, is, a most affectionate concern and 
regard for the welfare of mankind, who are to exist iomt autufitt 
hence^ when the endlefs fierfectililitj of the human fpecits (fot 
fuch is their jargon) shall receive /// completiw upon earth; when 
the difciples of Dr. Darwin have learned to managt thi luMt^ 
and direct their currents at pleafure, and the defendants of. 
Abbe Sieyes have calmed the waves of a stormy people with 
the efsential oil of democracy. Another trait is, that all political 
justice Is efsentially found upon injustice ; if plunder, robbery, 
and fpoliation of all property in the outset may be termed in^ 

j[uscicc ; 
f First publishjed in % voU. 4to and aince in 2 volt. 8vo. 
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Genius may droop o'-er Faikland^s funeral cry; 

O2 No 

jtistice 1% though to he fore the latter end of hit commonwealth 
rather forgets the beginning. But Imustfay, he is not wtth« 
out fame kind apprehention^ that the population of states ina/ 
be too great nnder^ the blefsingt of e^ual diffusion of property 
under the propofed government, for which he provides a remedy ; 
though, for my own part, I think fuch a governmenty like 
Saturn of old» will be reduced to the necefsity of eating up it's 
children. Again : another difcovery seems to be» that as hi* 
therto we have had reconrfe to the agency and interference of 
the Deity and his unalterable laws, to account even for the 
fall of a stone to the ground, the germination of a blade of 
grafs, or the propagation of the meanest infedt ; we are now 
to difcard the fuperintendence of God in human and terrestrial 
affairs, and to believe /xr no frovidtnce hut our own^zni to rgmake 
ourfelves and our faculties. He feems to realize a modern 
fiction I once read, which fuppofes an afsembly of certain 
philofophers before the Deity, when fome of them are faid 
to whifper in his ear, '* Between friends, we do not believe 
''that TOIT exi&t at all/' Further: as to fuppose a divine 
fanction without a divinity would be abfurd, thertfore^ every 
institution fuch as marriage, which in all civilized nations has 
been hallowed for the great end for which it was ordained, is 
to be vilified, ridiculed, argued away, and abolished. The 
tender fex, deprived of the fupport, comfort, and protection of 
their natural guardian, is to be delivered ever to fancied free* 
dom and wild independence, but in reality to mifery and de« 

9titoMoa 



X u e. If Mr.Godwin^s principles are* to be adopted in ULf 
country, where property is nrw fccurcd ^ th$ lawu 
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No patriot weeps, when gifted villains dicJ 



Who 



tkatfOB h€y<md all cikubtioa. TJirn h ws«f o/c9rolUry% t few- 
vulgar viftues and ooce konourabl^ aflTcclionffy its pi«v t^ pAr 
rents aed ]oye to chtldnen^ as fwb^ arc to be trased Snow eke 
br«a5t. Gratitude for kindnefs aad fttart f<Nr tke ntforHinair 
afc bojt weaknafs; (hcia u nothing fobbing in cempafeion, 
and frieaddiip has np confoIaKion. Il w«>uld fetoit t^^t ,^ W«U 
<^f wacpr, aa 4ppl^ tree, or any thing /rM/ifr/^vr, is pMMra yala^bJi^. 
than man to faanji ^Utraati fmn tin m^n ufi which one mafi caa 
derive fromanotW. *' TheCe aire thy godi, O Ufael, and thia 
» the worship to which you are malted !*^ 

Ncverthelefs I shall still venture to mention with reverence 
and humility the great moral cqde, intended for all man* 
ikind, once delivered and ratified by Him, who kneku nvhat nvas 
in man. In that code all is practicable., all virtue is founded in 
mercy, kindnefs, benevolence, and comfort, alike to hfm that 
gives and him that takes. There man plants, and God, not 
roan, gives the increafe ; there* we find no wild fuppofition of 
an interest which cannot be defcribed, as it does not exist ; no 
actions without a motive direct and reflected. I fpeak here of 
perhaps theleast part of the Gofpel Code» even of that Revelatioa 
which was given unto men in a manner ai once clear and per* 
fpicuous, pure and unmixed, uniform and consistent, perfuasive 
and convincing) powerful and authoritative^ in the name and 
in the m^ijesty of Him ijobo is from everlasting to everlasting, 
This Almightv! 

• ^^t if we regard mere human institutions. If a man wishes to 
(ee ^ fi^^ffirahlt fys^em of pQ.lifijT i^d governm^QU foonded and 
con&rmed m the e;(peiieQce of 9tge$) let bkm^ if t^ has h^n 

*wbile 
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Who now reads Parr? whose title who shalt give? ' 

O 3 Doctor 

twhilc le^! astray by tlie meteon of Godwin, walk for a feafoa 
in the steady light which Blackstont has diffufed. Let him study 
the Coaamentaries on the English Laws, as they exist and uphold 
all that is valuable, or perhaps attainable, in a rational and civir 
lized nation ; and then let him consider the Theories of Godwin 
on political justice, and contemplate the government which woul4 
be raided on his principles. To me there feems to be no more 
comparifon than between light and darknefs. What the great 
Burnet f affirms of the Deist and the Athebt, considered merely 
as twoiecitin philofophy, is, I am convinced, not wholly inap* 
plicable to the two political Sects in question. ** The hypo* 
*' thesis of tit Deist reaches from top to bottom, both through 
*< the intellectual and material world, with a clear and distinct 
** light every where; is genuine* comprehensive, fatisfactory ; 
** has nothing forced, nothing confufed, nothing precarious. 
<< Whereas the hypothesis ^ftic Athist is strained and broken ; 
<< dark and uneafy to the mind, commonly pntarifus^ ofttn won* 
'* iruMt and irratUnal^ and /omitimts plainly ridicuJout.''* 

I can allow Mr. Godwin and other fpeculative writers on go^ 
vernmeiit to be ingentous* They must, in th« oeuHe of cheir 
Investigation; now and then throw out a ortv idea, but m general 
the greatest part of their works consists of very old ideas, wbiek 
have been dtfcufstd again and again. They astonish by paradoj^es^ 
and allure the imagination by profpects without a limit; and wheA 

iticy 

* ■ •• ' '■' — - — I •- --■^ — ' — — - - 

t Boniet's Theory of tie earth, b. i. ch. to.— See the tenth 
and eleventh chapters of that great man's work : ** On the Aix*^ 
thor of Nature, and on Natural Providence ;"— a master treatife 
of reafon and eloquence. I wish thefd two chapters were pub- 
lished in a feparate pamphlet. 
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Doctor Sententious hight, or positive ? (s) iZ6 

From 

Cliey have alternately Uaui ani^ confounded the fhinds of men, they 
call them to the ireat luork^ namely, the fubTcrsion of, what they 
call, prejudices, and the overthrow of the government, 'which is. 
•• In nostrosFabricata estmachina muros.*' I can laugh at 
their metaphysicks, and even be amused with their pantomime 
fancies, as such. But when I know that their theories are de^ 
signed to be brought into action, and when they tell us, that 
they hate violence^ blooilfticd, revolution, and misery, and that 
truth and happincfs are their objefts ; I open my eyes to see, and 
my cars to hear ; and having honestly exerted both faculties, I 
(declare, from private convidion and from publick experience^ 
that I oppose the admifiion of their dodrines, whether recom- 
inended by Thomas Paine or William Godwin. 

Yet a moment. Take Mr. Godwin as a natural philofopher, 
and from his doftrincs let the reader confider ihestateofhis under^ 
standing. Let him also consider, how such a man is qualified not 
rterely to reform, but firft to overthrow and then to rebuild, the 
•whole system of government, morality, and religion in such a 
iutigdom as Great Britain. What opinion can we entertain of a 
DUin who serioufly thinks that, at some future period, the neceflity 
otsUeJk in an animal hody maybe suJUiseded :— that men die merely 
t^ their vton fault and mismanagement^ but, that the immortality of 
the organized human body, as it is now formed, might be at* 
taioed by proper attention and care :— *or who thinks ^* that^ 
•* hereafter it is by no meana clear, that the moft extensive 
^f operations may not be within the reach of one man, or to make 
*^ use of 2L familiar instance, tiat a plough may not ht tutned into a 
^^Jieldy and/Hrform it's office^ without tht^edof sufstrintendenceHf*^ 
and then adds^ ** It was in t^ns sense that the celebrated Franklin 

;• coDJeo- 
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, From Greek, or French, or any Roman ^ound, 

O 4 In 

•* conjcdurcd, that " Mind would one day become ompipptent 
"over matter !t! J"— Surely we may say with the poet of 
Epicurus : 

NaturSi 
Pcrturbatur ibi totum sic corpus, et omnes 
Commuianiur ibi positukJ£ prikcifioivm }• « , 

I have referred to the laft edition of Mr. Godwin's work, as 
he has corrected or onaitted many passages which were in the 
4to edition. If he will but go on with m(nre laft thoughts^ I 
think he will (hortly redace it to a very little pamphlet. I could 
make such a collection oi Beauties (or what Rabelais might call, 
** Autidoted Cwundrums**) from this work, as W4)uld dazzle even 
a modern philofopher, whose *^ mind is omnipotent over mat*^ 
ter," in Mr. Godwin's and Dr. Franklin's sense. I think these 
Beauties would form an aifemblage of the mod curious and in* 
congruous ideas ever exhibited, fully fufhcient, (as Mr. Godwin 
expresses it) to ^^ rouse (any man) from the leth aroick obi.z« 
•• vious Pool, out of which every finite iutellect origitudfy rose T* 
vol. 1. p. 88. 8voed.) Good heaven! what can Mr. Godwin 
mean by fuch ideas, and such words ! except he seriously be* 
lieves that human souls are dipped in the river of oblivion, or 
drink of that stream as described by Virgil. Yet even this will 
not help or explain Mr. Godwin's words, for he says, that they 
** ORiGiNALLY,rt/«/r0ffii the ohlivious /iool.** Into what whirlpoola 
of desolating nonsense are we to be hurried, as the sport, the 
scopi, the ludibria, the puppets of these New Creators of the 
moral Worlds Alas for man ! wherever they lead us and them- 

sclvet 

t <3odwin« v. s* p. 494, Ed. 8vo« § Lucret. L. 4« v* 670* 
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In mtxy progress wd 'eternal round 

Quotations 

selves^ methinks it is deeper and deeper, confusimi worse con^ 
fiunded! 

The further I proceed, the more I learn to distru&t swelling 
men and swelling tyords and swelling ideas, but above all in 
political subjects, from which most ilto be dreaded. Political 
writers of this clafs are not to be confidered as the speculators 
of former times* The lucubrations of Montesquieu and Locke 
were givea as the result of long experience and continued me- 
ditation ; and were not designed to produce subversion* but 
' tiow ami gradual reformatioci^ as the various Hates of Burope 
Would admit. The writers of these days on the contrary, throw 
out their ideas mt a keuty and intend they should be brought int9 
inmdi^e action. They are not friends " to the nuofld^ or the 
<* wotWi law** For I would inculcate it again and again, that 
vhatev er may be held forth ta us, or disguised, by th«se philo« 
sopkers, neither their plans, nor their reforms, nor their syHems, 
can ever beere^ed or eilabliflied in the rinoooii op Grkat 
Brit A I sr, but upon the overthrow of the Chriftian Religion, and 
upon the annihilation or t)ie diftuibance of aVl orders aad ranks 
in society^ as they now eiift. And this cannot be ^ffeded, but 
through the necessary and unavoidable medium of plunder^ 
confiscation, revolutionary diyrnal morders, and the iosur* 
tection of the enterprifing talents of gifted, bold, and bad men 
vroN ALL rROPiRTr, fublick mnd ftriwae^ upon which aU 
modern Revolutionists reft as their comer fione, and their final 
hope }. 

X To such of my readers as art coaverfant in thofc authors 
of antiquity whofe precision, of thought and of language, has 
Conferred dignity and ftability on thole principles by which all 

ibat 
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Quotations dance) and wonder at- their place^ - 
Buzz through his wig, and give the bush more grace4 
But on the mitred oath that Tucker//^ swore 
Parr wisely ponder'd, and his oath forbore. 
He prints a Sermon : (tt) Hur4 with ju(5ging eye 
ReadS) and rejects Vith critick dignity :i ^ 
Words upon words! and most. against their will. 
And honied globules dribble through his quill, 190 

Mawkish 

N.B. tfihis Mte is m hng^ T ha^e no inctitittion to mOat waf 
apology for ft. My convidion and my feats on thW- aiMt 
awful $ubje£(y (while it may j^^/ avaii us to coDsider.it) some- 
times overpower me, till I abfolutely sink under them. It is 
written, I hope we all know where, Fsvo/u^vor €V ay^wi^ £K«' 
TENE2TEPON irfSMTwtastv/' 



that is facred, or venerable, or usefal, or neciesfiai7 to well-beinj; 
is maintained, I would offer the words of an ancient Christian 
Philefopher in the early ages. The uncertainty, and weakness, 
nod fatility of modern mnd tevi^nd dod^rines ^ere never better 
expofed or expreffed. HSsq tck^ pioi oxoro; ayvoiai avavra^ xau 
avavn /x£X«iv0&, xat airsipoq ?rXav99y xai arsXm (p^vra^aia^ x!etg 

TiQv €v rai^ ^oy/Acuriv way avrcjv OdcvrwmTo, xeu &; eis aireiptn 
mvroi^ xati aop<(rr«y itfo^iaiv ii ^iQTTKn; ro/v 'n:fxyiJbarcJY, xa,i ro 
t%\os amrarf «rex/x«f)tvy xai apQnfietvy, ffyw i^ien Tpot^iXa^ 

Hermise Aiccav^fAOs (sive Irrifio) ran s^at <ti\o(rof onr, 
Pag^ i75«---Sub fin; Sd. Paris. Justio« Mtrtyris Op. 16.36. 
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Mawkish, and thick ; Earth scarce the tropes supplies^ 
Hcav*n lends her moon and crouded galaxies i (v) 

Polemick 

(s) Though the reader may poflibly have a very good idea of 
a sententious or positive Doctor, in general; yet my specifick 
allusion is to the theology of the t)K*elfth century, when the 
Doctors were divided into Ihctwes h^gmatici et Pesithoi, and 
t\\t Dottmres Senientiarii^ or expounders of the famous Book of 
Senienqes by Peter Lombard, Bishofi ^ Paris.— At present BUh^ 
Gregoire and ^/;^/ Sieyes at Paris, give /AtffV Doctors some fa* 
moiis books of sentences to expound, notis et commentariis firfe* 
tuts DocTORis GuiLioTiNi, who causcs great unanimity of 
teotinettt among the Dodlors^ and arranges their several heads 
with admirable; precision. (1796.) 

(t) Jofiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of Gloucefter, o ?r«vy, once 
took an oath in a pamphlet that he would refufe a biihoprick. 

(tt) The unfortunate Education Sermon, which Bifliop 
Hurd happened to dislike. Hinc ilia lacryma ! This produced 
the re-publication of Warburton's and Hurd's tracts, with the 
splendid and astonishing dedication by Dr. Parr. See the Firft 
Dialogue of the P. of !«• See alfo Rabelais's great Chapter, 
** How Gargantua fpent his time in raiwf weather/' and the 
comment by Du Chat. 

(v) Dr. Parr's vwn words. Sec the P. of L. Dialogue r. 
and Dr. Parr^s tf7c;ff Dedication of Warburton's tra^s, p. 151 
&c. with all the difplay of beautiful earthly and coeleftial ima* 
gery, and all the melliti verborum gkbuli^ which were exhibited 
On the occasion in fuch admirable confusion, *' ut majus fit 
ha/ce fwtwti^His wratiwis^ quam signorum ortus obitusque, per- 

discere.'* 
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Polemick phrcnzy and irreverent rage. 
And dotard impotence, deform the page. 



Let 



disccrc.*' Cic. dc Fato, Scft. 8. Dr. Parr's ftran^e tvriii^ffr 
reminds me of some pcrfoni in Th^ Wafjju of Aristophanes ; 

315, 2f«ltt5. 
Or u Plautus exprelTes himfelf in one of his comedies; 
^* Salva res eft, philofophaturquoquejam: 
*• Quod crat ei nomen }'^7hesaurochfysmicochrysides!^ 

Capciv. A. a. S. %. 

The Dodor can confirue aU this^ I believe, and the meaning of 
it.w^Dr* Parr is fo very learned, and has fuch a deep mouth, 
that fome conjeAure he was not bom till the end of the eleventk 
mmth^ like the great Gargantua ; or TCspi'jtXofjisya ^vwurovt at/ir 
tndvfa twelfth mmth^ as Homer fpeaks (Od. xi* v. 247.) of one 
of Neptune's children, and for which Aulus Gellius, (a favou* 
rite author with Dn Parr) gravely assigns a reafon, ^^ Convenifle 

Keptuno 

+ I have been misunderstood. I hold up none of Dr, Parr'f 
sesquipedalia verba to ridicule ; it is his verbiage and phraie* 
ology which I reprobate. It would be ridiculous indeed co ' 
compare /iif Birmingham Do^^r with Dr. Samuel Johnson. I 
am not his Biographer. It is not his life, but liis writinp 
which I criticife. What has Dr. Parr written? A Sermon or 
two, rather long; a Latin Preface to Beliendenus, (rather long 
too) coofiftingof a cento of Latin and Greek expreffions ap- 
plied to political fubjeds : ai^other prefsce to fome EngUih 
trafts, and two or three English pamphlets about his own prt* 
vate quarrels. And this is the man to be compared with Dr. 
Samuel Johnfon l!i (Added, 1797.) Why am I forced into a 
confirmation of my opinion stronger and stronger ^ 
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Let him but wrangle, and in any shape 
Not infignificance itself can *scape : 
Horace and Coombe [x) go forth a gentle pair. 
Splendid and silly, to yncqual warj 

But 

NeptHno majeftatique ejus, 14 longiore. tempore fatus ex eo 
grandescereu Lib. 3. Cap. 16. e^s* wc «7ro$ft;Xio* ut/vsn Aflavoc* 
*wv !!!'*— A few montlu after the Doftors birth, he was fouml 
like Gargantaa to be *^ a fine boy, and kad a hurly fihysiognomy i 
he monochordized with hi$ fingers, and 6ary ionized with his tail." 
Kabe). B. i. C. 7. This was a presage of tAe noise the Do6lor 
^ksT to' make hereafter ; but from the nature of his %/jA diet, 
(for his maf^ers trere (Htfed 1:'obal Holofernes and Ponocrates 
tAttmologn) it appeared that he wa^ bttttr/ed than tau^h. tf 
ihe child wanted a bit of bread, or a slice of mutton, or an/ 
common vegetable, he was hot istfffered to have any, till he had 
fpwitd^l tii Greek or Latin authors who had mentioned these na^ 
Aifw/ttibflaaces, Plifty, Athenttus, Julius Pollux, Gaten, Porphy- 
ry, Oppian, Polyhius, Dtouysius Halicarnassensh, Heliodorus, 
Ariftotle, Plato,' Aulus Gcllius, -^lian,Theophraftu8,*-and Dlos- 
cofidcs, down to Buffon and Sir John Hill. This habit tie child 
sever loft in his riper years, to the great edification of his hearers 
or readers, when he was furniihed with pen and iilk. When he 
was advanced to the Dodorate, the child was Hill the same, as 
appeared in hit complimentary and satirical preface toBelIend,e« 

nus, 

• I recommend to Dr. Parr the following passage from Theo. 
phrastus*s History of Plants, which he will underftand £v rouq 
rtya6(Xf5 %afpoug^ v^QSro MH 4>TAAOMANEIN, BictvtfMtat 
tui iitiKBipaci vov (nroi, Theopbrast. Hist. Plant* Liib. 8« c* 7« 
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But while the midwife to Lucina prays, 199 

The Gorgon glares, and blasts the critick's bays. 
Parr prints a Paper \ (y) well; in all things equals 
Sense, taste, Wit, judgment ; but pray read The Seque/i 

Sequel 

nu5, in which, at usual, he discharged all the literury f^U hi tnfer 
ate^ after the Greek falhion of his mailers Tubal Holofernct 
and Ponocrates Matasologus, and as prefcribed bj that great 
and confummate Theologian,*' Joanninat de Barraucoin libro 
de copiositate reverentiarum,'* a writer who cannot be fuffi« 
cient]jrrecommended» and who it.aswelUmton as '^ MusAMBit* 
Txus in Commonitorio ad Ramiresium de Prado," quoted by 
Mr. Porson in his title page of his Letters, to regale Archdei* 
con Travis. 

(x) See the ridiculous controversy between Dr. Parr and Dr.^ 
Coombe, the little roan^midwife and criticky about a pompous 
edition of Horace, published to be sure for no purpose that I 
can difcover ; which the Do6tor Positivus mangled and de* 
ilroyed in the Britilh Critick without any mercy. See also Dr. 
Parr's ftrang^ Letter to Dr. C. on this occasion, signed <* By 
an Occasional Writer in the Britifli Critick." 

(yj Dr. Parr publifhed at Birmingham what he called a 
" printed FaJUr ;" and after that, ** a Sequel to ^Jirtnted Papet^* 
a, very large pamphlet, de omni scibili^ as usual.— N. B. I really 
think it is impoffible to point out any man of learning and abi* 
Hty, (and Dr.. Parr has both,^ who has iUberto wasted his powers 
and altainments in such a desultory, uiuncaaing, wild, uncon* 
nested, and Uidefs manner, as Da. Vkfi%»'^In mllum reifuilua 
umm anxbitiQsa loquel& incUruit.^^^l have done with him. 

I Tacit. Ann. L. 4. Sed. 20. 
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Sequel to what ? the Doctor only knows; 

Morsds of politicks, most chosen prose. 

Of Nobles, Priestley, Plato, Democrats, 

Pitt, Plutarch, Curtis, Burke, and Rous, and Rats; 

The scene? 'tis Birmingham, renowned afar 

At once for half-pence, and for Doctor Parr. 

O C T A V I U S- 

Well if none r^^rfsuch works, yet all admire— 

AUTHOR. 

The paper? 

O C T A V I U S. 

Yes ; ten shillings every quire : {a) 

The type is Bulmer's, just like Boydell's plays : 211 

So Mister Hay ley shines in Milton's (^)«ys. 

In 

(a) Not Dr. Parr's paper or printing, which in some of hit 
works is fometimes scarce legible ; but I allude to and condemn 
the general needlefsly expensive manner of publishing mod 
pamphlets and books at this time. See the Fursuiu of Litera* 

true 
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In one glaz'd glare tracts, sermons, pamphlets vie» 
And hot-press*d nonsense claims a dignity* 

AUTHOR. 

Nonsense or sense, FU bear in any shape, 
r In gown, in lawn, in ermine, or in crape: 
What's a fine type, where truth exerts her rule? 
Science is science, and a fool's a fboL 

Yet all shall read^ and all that page approve. 

When publick spirit meets with publick love. 220 

Thus late, (f ) where Poverty with rapine dwclt^ 

Rumford's kind genius the Bavarian felt. 

Not 

tureDiskUx. If the present rage of printing on finc^ criming 
vire-wove, vellum^ hot-preiTed paper is not stopped, the injury 
done to the eye from reading, and the ihameful expcnce of the 
books, will in no very long time annihilate the desire of reading, 
and the possibility of purchasing, No new work witat/ocver 
should be publiilied in this manner, or Literature will destroy 
itself. 

{i) Mr, Hay ley wrote a long life, or rather a fort of defence 
of Milton» as I think, prefixed to Boydell's gi'and edition of 
the poet. I like neither the spirit nor the execuiion of Mr. 
H's work. 
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l^ot by romantick charities beguil'd 

But calm.in project, and in mercy (J) mild» ^ 

Wherever his wisdom guided, none withstood. 
Content with peace and practicable good; 
Round him the labourers throng, the nobles wait. 
Friend of the poor, and guardian of the ^tate. 

Yet all shall read^ {e) when bold in strength divine, 
Prclatick virtue guards the Christian shrine, 230 

Pleased 

(f) See tire Experimental Essays, Political, Economical, and 
Philosophical, by Bekjamin Ccuat cf RaMFcmD, &c« Sec. &c. 
I hope the Directors of the interior Government of this country 
will have the fense and wifdom to profit from this most valuable 
•nd important work, whose truly philosophiek and benevolent 
author must feel a joy and self satisfadion, far superior to any 
pratst which man can bestow. 

(J) A distinguishing feature in all his plans for the relief 
of the poor, the idle, the abandoned, and the wretched. Tie 
meek of conferring mercy and apparent kindness is not always mild 
and merciful. I have too much respc6t for my readers to en- 
large on this virtue. May they all feel experimentally, that 
the merciful, in the true sense, shall obtain mercy. 

(c) See the important, convincing, and eloquent Letters ad- 
dreffedto Thomas Paine, author of the Jge of Reason ad. part, 
by the 1R.C. Rev: Richard Watson, Bishop of Landaff, stiled, 

•* Art 
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Pleased from the pomp of science to descend. 
And teach thefieophj as their hallow'd friend ; 
In gentle warnings to the unsettled breast. 
In all it's wand'rings from the realms of rest. 
From impious scoffs and ribaldry to turn, 
And Reason* s Age by reason's light discern j 
Refix insulted truth with temper'd zeal 
And feel that joy which Watson best can feel. 

True Genius marks alone the path to life. 
And Fame invites, and prompts the noble strife. 
Her temple's everlasting doors unbarr'd i 241 

Desert is various, various the reward : 
No little jealousy, no ill-tim'd sneer. 
No envy there is found, or rival fean 

P Mcthinks 

"An apology for tjie Bible." Every person wishes, that the 
Bifthop had changed, or would even now change, the word 
•* Apology" to *« Defence," or any dther* not that the word 
" apology " 19 absolutely improper, but bccaufe the original 
meaning of it is obaolete. 7b ^nttfuih a hook as this is to do. a 
REAL 8BKVICE TO MAKKiMD. A chcap edition of ic is printed, 
and it is hoped, will be circulated throughout the kingdom. — I 
would also partictt^rJy recommend the perufal of the Sixth 

letter 
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Mcthinks on Babylon fond fancy dreams. 
Her v^le of villows by the niournful streams. 
Where Hebrews lyres hung (rf)mute ! 0*cr Sion's hill 
Blows the chill blast, and baneful dews distill, [dd) 

; Where 

Letter of the Scries of Letters which the Bishop addressed to 
Mr. Gibbon. To yoong men of fashion and of abilities, Qrigu 
nally good^ but obscured by Ijbminc.Hfc and cciivcrsatioo, it 
will be peculiarly serviceable, as well as to those who are led 
astray by some modern pretended discoveries in ff<i/«r«/philosophyy 
now a favourite mode of introducing and enforcing scepticism 
and infidelity. I think also that his ^ Defence of Revealed 
Religion" in two short Sermons is of great merit and general 
utility. Bilhop Watson should oftfn write but with the utmost 
caution and accurapy and consideration^ because his works will 
always be read. 

(cc) ** The bznks of iAe rivets of Bafylon^ the Euphrates, &c. 
were so thickly [ilanted with wiUonv ireesy as the learned Bochart 
informs us, that the country of Babylon was thence called, " The 
Vale of Willows," and on those trees were suspended the lyres 
of the captive Hebrews ncgleded and unfirung.'* See Persiak 
Misc£LLAKics» by WilH^im Ouaeky, Esq. 410. p. loi. abound- - 
ing with learned, pleasing, and curious tnformalk>n. It is one 
of those works, which not being adapted to general reading ihould 
be patronised and purchased by n\e{i of forturie and education. 
I beg leave for the same reasons, to recommend the ingeniotts 
Mr. Maurice's History of Hindostan in 4to. and bis Indian 
Antiquities in 8vo. The s^ibjtd is indeed in the region' of fancy 
and of conjeaure, and Mr. M's work abounds with both. But 

such 
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Where is the charm, that Sense to virtue biilcfe^. 
The social sympathy of learned minds, ^S^ 

The common int'restj univeriSal cause. 
And all that piety to g^ius dfaW^? 
Ho^ sweet to hear, on that Parnassian mount, 
MiM wati^rs welling fr6ta the fevour'd fount: 
oil, never may CastahVs streams divide 
From Sifod'sf btcwlf, artd Jordan's tallow^ tide'. 

• But hark what solemn stfjiifis frc*i« Arno*s vales 
Breathe raptures wafted on the Tu«ca» gales! 

P 2 Loj^ENZ^ 

such erudStiony iB{eilu]ty^ and unremittiBg dfligcDce, sboald 
not fail of an honcmrable reward. Sint uic 4iiam suapramU 
laudLX (Sec also P* of L. DiaU IV.) 

(dd) I read» with the greatefl concern, the following passage 
in the very learned, ingeniou^. and venerable bifliop of Worces- 
ter's Preface to the quarto editioo^ of Warburton's Works, con- 
cernlng Dr. Lowth, one of the greateft men whom our times 
have produced* Dr. Hurd say» ; *' Bishop Lowth's reputation, 
as a writer, was raised chiefly on his Hebrew Literature, as dis* 
played in thse two njcorks^ his Latin Le6tures on the Hebrew 
poetry, aod his Englifb version of the prophet Isaiah. The 
former is well and elegantly composed, but in a vein of criticism 
not ahwe^ the commw : the latter, I thinks is ahiefiy valuable, as it 

shews 
X Virg. &n. 1. V. 6i. 
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I'OREKzo fears again his awful head. 

And feels his ancieht glories round him spread; 266 

The Muses starting from their trance revive, 

And at their Roscoe's bidding, wake and live, (e) 

The 

siews how little may he exfuRtd from Dr. Kennicott's Work,' ind 
from a hew translation of the Bible forpublick use." Prcf. to 
Warb. 4to edition, p, 94. The necessity of any observation 
from me, in this note, is prfecluded by a very able Letter to 
Bishop Hurd, occasioned b/his Striftuies on Archbilhop Seeker 
and Bishop Lowth, by a member of the University of Ojcford, 
which I recommend to the reader. It is one of the few pamphlets 
which should be preserved. 

(e) Sec •' The Life of Lorenzo de Medici, called the Magni- 
ficent, by William Rofcoe," a vol. 4to. I cannot but congra- 
trflatc the poblick open this great and important addition to 
Ciafsical History, which I regard as a pbanomenon in Literature, 
in every point of view. It is pleafant to cJonsidcr a gentleman, 
toot under the aufpiccs of an university, or beneath the 
shelter of academick bowers, but in the practice of the law and 
biisinefs of great extent, and resident in a remote commercial 
town, (where nothing is heard of but Guinea ships, slaves, blacks, 
and merchandife, in the tvwn tf Liverpool) investigating and 
dcfcribing the rife and progrefs of every polite art in Italy at the 
revival of learning with acutcncfs, depth, and precision 5 With 
the fpirit of the poet, and the folidity of the historian. It is 
pleafant to consider this. For my own ]^art, I have not terms 
fufficient to fcxprefs my admiration of his genius and erudition, 
of my gratitude for the amufement and' information I have re* 
ceived. I may add, >at th manner in which Mr. Rofcoe pro- 
cored. 
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The Latian genius vindicates his state. 
And proudly hails the great Triumvirate, (f) 
Lords of the lyre, and fathers of the song, 
Jn Fancy's order as they pass along. 
There musing deep in philosophick groves. 
His Tuscan Academe, {g) Lorenzo roves; 
While prophets of his great reviving name, 
. Froqi isles of fragance and Athenian fame, 270 

? 3 Sages 

cured, from the libraries at Florence, many of the various inc* 
dited manuscripts with which he has enriched the appendix to 
}i\% histor/y was singularly carious ; not from ^ Fellovjr or Tra- 
Teller of the Dilettanti, but from ^ comzperdal n^an in the in- 
tervals of his employment. I shall toot violate the dignity of 
the work by flight objection* to fome mode3 of exprefsion^ or to 
a few words, or to ibme occamnal fintimints in the Historian of a 
RipuiJick. But I recommend it to our country as a work of un- 
I qaestionable genius, and of uncommon merit* It adds the 
n^me of Rqscojp to tjie very first rank p£ English dafsical His- 
torians. 

^VSAEUM SFONnBT CHORUS, ET ROHANUS AP0X.L04 (1796.) 

(/) Dante, Boccacio, and Petrarch. 

(g)Stt Mr. Rofcoe^s account of the institucion of the Plato- 
nick Academy at Florence, and the Platonick festival, and the 
pffpcU of it. Vol. I. p. 160, &c. &c. 

t Sulpiciae Satt v. ult. 
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Sages and Bards ip classipk pomp appear: 
Bessarion (A) and Phllelpho*3 (/) form severe; 
Marsilius (k) rob'd in olive, Plato's priest ; 
(I) Janus with treasures from the learned East; 
And He, who from Eleusis flaming bore , 
The torch of science to his native shore, 

Fam'd 

fJf) Cardinal Befsarion, a learned and eloquent prelate, ho- 
noured with the purple by Pope Eugenius the 4th in 1439. 
For the most ample account of the restoration of Greek lite- 
rature in Italy, the reader must confult the learned Hodius de 
^nccii Jllustribus, Linguae Graeca litcrarumque humaniorum 
Instauratoribns, which may easily be procured ; and, 3f convc* 
Blent, Tirabofchi's History,, which it voluminous. Tirabofcbi 
was the Librarian at Modena. 

(/) Philelpho.— A Profefsor in various fcicojces in dlil^Wfit 
parts of Italy, who introduced many eunous Greek MS S. into 
th^t country ; a nun of erudition, but turbulent and iatrac- 
t^bl« in bis temper* " Ingenium vagum, multtplex, vokbiict*' 
See aifo the A€a4e»ie des (ni^Fiptions, t»in. 10. p. 691 -^751. 

(i) Marsilius Ficinus, the great difciple of Plato, whofe doc- 
trines alone occupied his attention, or rather devotion, and which 
appeared in alibis conduct ^nd c^nverfation. 

(I) j4tnu^,L^ianfx * n^syi of leioqMence and politrnffif^ a9^ of 
^nj^FPrial de^iQCf t, tie wai a Imr^y miisioury ^f Uir9f»9, 

and 
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Fam'dChrysolorasj (f^) and Landino (;/) bold, 
In studious shades high converse form'd to hold ; 
Politian, (««) chi6f of all th* enlightened race 
In Lydian softness, and Horatian grace; a8o 

And Mfchael, (e) whose bold hand the gods direct, ' 
The sculptor, painter, poet, architect, 

• Michael' 

and brought with him from the cast a treafure of two handrec^ 
manuftripts. See alfo Hodias de Graecis Illustribusy p. 294, 
for fevcral carious particulars. 

^w/ Emanuel Chrysoldra?; stiled by his contcniporaries, the 
Patriarch of Literature^ principally theGraecian. 

(mJ Christopher© Landino, a Profcfsor of Poetry and Rhe- 
torick in Florence, a writer of fpirit and depth of knowledge; 
and author of a work, once celebrated, called, the ^'Difputationes 
Camaldulenfes," formed on a plan similar to the Tufculan dif- 
potations. The fcene fuppofed is a monastery in the wood of 
Camaldoli. The account of it by Mr. Rofcoe, is particular!/ 
pleasing and judicious. Vol. i. p. 103, &c. 

fnny See Mr. Rofcoe's account of that finished and polite 
fcholar and poet, Jngelo Politiano. It were an injury to abridge 
it. 

{p) Michael Angelo Buonarotti. I wish, however, to refer 
the reader again to Mr. Rofcoe, v. 2. p. aoi> &c. who gives 
animation io any fubject, new or ol4 ; for I know not how it 
is, but as it feems tome^ 

Huic Mufie indulgtnt omues^ HUNC poscit Apollo J 
X Vide Art. Foet. 1. i. v. 327. 
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Micliael to Britain dear, so Genius spoke, 

When his last praise from parting (>fe)Rcynplds broke : 

And all whose brows, with ivy gtacM or bays, 

Brighten'd their Leo's visionary days. 

Names which I long have bleat, nor blest in vain ! 

Oh, were I number'd in their sacred train. 

To realms of purest light, where heroes dwell. 

Her bolder notes the willing Muse should swell 290 

(f) In Sir Josbua ReynoUs-s final addrefs to the Royal Aca* 
ilemyt as their President, he concluded an able panegyrick on 
that mighty master, by faying that the last word he wished to 
pronounce from the Chair was, ^* Michael Angelo." It was 
a word heard by the audience with the deep silence of regret. 
It abfolutely repairs me to talk of thefe great men« Such is the 
power of departed genius ! 

Far pleafanter to me is the lang\|agepf commendation than the 
toi>e of cenfure. I wish to expatiate freely, when lean, in the 
groves and retreats of the wise, the virtuous, and the eminent, with 
philofophers, and statesmen, and poets, and historians, and orators 
of higher fame. I love the regions of the morning, and the light 
of the fun ; * 

OtxiA xat xofoi t Iff if xflM avroXqu HgXipw.J 

J Horn. Od. L. 12. V. }• 
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lt\ lyrick intonation gravis ajid dedp, 
Nor dream with folly, nor with dullness sleep j 
To Cowperand to GiflFord leave the rod, 
For songs celestial, and the Delian Gpd : . 
Then calmly to the secret moiint retire. 
Bid Satire glance on folly, and expire. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Give me my Sabine grove, th'd Horace cried; 
For Cumae thus the great Aqiiinian sigh'd : 
But when wild waves, and wars, and tempests rage. 
Ah, who can find the soft Saturnian age ? 300 

*Tis your's awhile to frovVn on classick toys, 
Slac]^ letter ^agS, or ho^iry seventk-form (q) Boys; 
. Awhile to war with dunces, fools, atid knaves. 
Hirelings of state, or opposition slaves. 
And all who dare profane the Muse*s doom ;' 
With idle randoqi fierceness they may foam. 



(f ) i. e. The modern Commentators on Shakfpeare, (See Dial, 
the First of the P. of L.) and the translators (not quite 7h 
Septuagint) of Gray'a Elegy into Greek* See Dial. 3. of the 
P. of L. V. I. to V. 60, 
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None shall her column's s^Jltdy pride deface: , 
The snake winds harmless round the marble base, (r) 

(r) My friend Octavius means by this allusion to obferve, 
that the Jtrofer^ constant^ and undeviaiing applfcatidn of thnc, 
leariuDgy and talent^ most ultimately resist th« malignity of 
criticifffl, and rife fuperior to temporary neglect, in any depart- 
ment of literature, of goverbment, or of fociety. And as I con- 
cluded the first part of this Poem with a fentence from Swift, 
I wish to recommend another from that gr^at master of life, as 
obvious perhaps, and as little attended 40 • The fentence is 
this : *' // is an uncontrolled truths that no man ever made an 

ILLTICVRE, WIfO VNDtSRSTOOD HIS OWN TALSNT8» .NOIt A 
coop ONE, WHO MISTOOK THEM.*' 



END OF THE THIRD DIALOGUE, 
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THE 

PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 

DIALOGUE THE FOURTH AND LAST. 



OvV aXaocrxoTTiajv etxs xq$iuv EvoffixQcuv- 

©^'Uifi;' evOev yap £(pa*veTO 'jracx //.ev IJaj, 
OaiVSTO Se ripia/xoio ttoXk, xa* vws" h%auai^. 

TPI2 ^iv arsW ia;v, TO AE TETPATON Ixero tex/^..^ 
Atyar, €vda Ss St x\«/Ta ^oJt^rX BEN0E2I AIMNH2 
Xqua-tix, i^piJiMipoyra, rsr&uxctrdi, «(p0«Ta aitt. 

Horn. II. 13. V. 10. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ »i7 3 



PREFACE 

TO TUB • 

FOURTH AND LAST DIALOGUE /'a; 

OF THE 

PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 



L*oMBXA SUA torka ch*era dipartita ! ' Dantc* 

** Hear his speech^ hut say thou nought J** 
*• But one word more :— " 
*• He will not he commanded /'* Macbeth* 



As I have now brought my Poem to the conclusion. 

which I intendeily it is proper and, as I think, respe6lful 

to offer some considerations to the publick, for whofe ufe 

it was written. No imitation of any writer or of any poem 

was proposed, unlefs the adherence to the principles of 

juft composition, and a general observation of the finished 

models of classical literature, be confidered as fuch. In 

the 
(a) First printed in July X797. 
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the Preface to the First Dialogue I said, what I now repeat^ 
that Iwoold not bav^ printed it, but from a-ittU cor* 
viaion of it's tendency to promote the publicL welfare; 
My particular ideas on the nature and fubjed of Satire 
1 expreffed clearly and. f^lly iif the Pfefefce to the Second 
Dialogue, and under the influence and impression of those 
sentiments I wrote the woclu . I have since enlarged on that 
subjeft in the Introduftory Letter to this Poem, In my 
intrdduftiba tkj the TMrd Di^gue, ftelJng the importance 
of my subjeft in it's various branches, I asserted that, 
^' Liter ATVKE^ well of ill conducUd^ is the great 
" ENGINE by zohicky I am fully ,pcrfuaded,. all civi- 
?\Li^D. States mmt uHimdUly be suf parted, or ever- 
•* thrown^ I am now more and more deeply impressed with j 
this rrurlrrrf wff consider the rrattrre, vanetyv-amtextcftt 
of the word, Literature. We ajre no longer in an age of 
ignorance,' and information is not partially di'ftribated ad- 
cording to the ranks, attd orders, and futtfifons, amd dig. 
nities of social life. Ail Icarnrnghas a» index, and every 
science it^s abridgment. I am fcarcely able* to nahae any 
man whom I consider as wholly ignorant. We no longer 
look exclusively for learned authors iir the ufuaJ place, 
in the retreats of academick erudition, and in the feats o£ 
religioa... Ourpeafantry now r^ad the Rights of Man aa 
n^ountains, and moors^ and by the way side ; and shepherds 
make the analogy between their occupation and that of their 
gpvernQrs<> Happy indeed, had they been taught to make 
no other comparifon. . Our unsexed female writers now 
instiufi, or confuse, us and therafelves. in the labyrinth of 
politicks, or turn us wild with Gallick frenzy* 

But there i« qac publication of the tim« too peculiar, 

and 
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and too «i(ipcfTUxH to bepaflb<liov«rifragencqiLt«pre}iet%» 
sion* Tbtre ianQlhiog wiffi vrh'ich 4t may be compared^. 
A legislator in our own parliament, a member of the 
House of Commons of Great Britain, an elefled guardian 
and defender of the hws, the religion, and the good man- 
ners of the country, has neither fcrupled nor blushed to 
depiS^ and 10 publish 10 :tbe wotid, the artfl of lewd an^ 
systematick seduction, and to fhruft upon. the nation the 
moft open and unq^ualiiied blafphemy againfl the very cod^ 
and volume of otu* religion. And all this, with his nanie« 
style, and title, prefixed to the novel or romance called 
" Ths Monk." {i) And one of ourpublick theatres baa 

allured 

NOTE. 

f&) " The Mokk, a Romance in three volumes by M. Lewis^ 
Esq. M. P." printed for Bell, Oxford Street. At first I thoughi; 
that the name and title of the author were fictitious, and some 
of the publick papers hinted it. Bat I have been solemnly 
and repeatedly assured by the Book^elJer himself, that it is the 
writing and publication of "M. Lewis, Esq. Membtr of Pur^ 
liament. It is sufficient for itie to point out Chap. 7. of VoU 
2. As a composition, the work would have been better, if the- 
ofllensive and fcandalous passages had been omitted, and it is 
disgraced by a dtahUrie and nonsrinse fitted only to frighten 
children in the nursery. I believe this 7th Chap, of VoL 2.* 
is ittdi/fable at Commm Law. Edmund Curl in the firft year of 
George II. was prosecuted by the Attorney General (Sir 
Philip Yorke, afterwards Lord Hardwicke) for printing twov 
obscene books. The Attorney General set forth the several 
obscene passages, and concluded, that // was an offence against 
the King*s /leace. The defendant was found guilty and set tii. 
the pillory. See Str. 78^. i Barnardist 29. The indictment 
(in Mich. Term i G. II.) begins thus: «* Edmund Curl, Ex^ 
•' istens homo iniquus et sceleratus^ ne^uiter fKachinans et intenden$ 
** bonof mores subditorum hujus regnt corrumfiere^ et eos ad nequitiam 
** inducere^ quendam obscenum iibellum intitulatJ* &c. &c.^— See 
Sir John Strangers Rep. p.* 777. Ed. 1782. In two or three days 

after 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



c 240 i 

^ttred thepublick attention still mdfe to this novri,Hy i 
scenick representation of an Episode in it. : " Procures 

Censore 

^ NOTE. 

a/ur the point had been solemnty afgued, ind the judges had 
giveo their respcdivc opinions, Sir J. Strange observes, ** They 
*'gave it as their unanimous ofiinion^ that this was a temjioral offence^* 
And they dcclai ed also that if the famous case of the Queen 
9gainft Ktad (6 Aiin. in B.R.) was to be ad^dged (hy them} 
the)' should rule it otherwise ; i. e. contrary to Lord Cb. J. Hol.t'a 
opinion. The Judges were Sir Robert (afterwards Lord) Ray- 
liiond, Fortescue, Reynolds, and Probyn. We krtow the pro- 
ceedings againft the book, entitled " Memoirs of a Woman of 
Pleasure," by John Cleland. To the paffages of obscenity, 
(which certainly I shall not copy in this place) Mr. Lewis has 
atiiiedBLKSTHLMY AGA.IMST THE ScRiPTUREs; j/* the following 
passage may be considered as such. " He (the Monk) examined 
** the book which she(Antonia)had been reading, and had now 
** placed upon the table. // was thb Bible. * How,' said 
" the Prior to himself, * Antonia reads the Bible, and is ftill so 
" ignorant ?* But upon further inspection, he found that Elvira 
•*(tbe mother of Antonia) had made exactly the same remark. 
*' That prudent mother^ while she admired the heauties of the 
** Sacred writings, was convinced, that unrestricted^ no read* 
•* ing more ifnprojier could he fiermitted a young woman. Many of 
** the narratives ffl« only tend to excite ideas the worst calculated for 
^* a female breast; every thing is called roundly and plainly by 
"it's own name; and the annals of a b.^othel would 
** scarcely furnish a greater choice of indecent ex- 
** i*REssioNs. Yet this is the book which young women are 
^ recommended to study, which is put into the hands of chil- 
** dren, able to comprehend little more than those passages g^ 
** which they had better remain ignorant^ and which but too frequently 
** inculcate the firf rudiments of vice^ and give the fir ft alarm to 
** the ftill Jleeping jiassions. Of this Elvira was so fully convincec*, 
" that she would have firef erred putting into her daughter'^ 
*• hands Amadis de Gaul, or the Valiant Champion Tirante . 
** the While; and would iooner have authorised her ftudying the 
" lewd exploits of Don Galaor, or the lascivious jokes of the 

•* Damsel 
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Censore opus efl, an Harujfnce nobis f^^ I consider this! 
a new species of legislative «r state-parricide. What is it 
to the j^ingdom at large, or what is it to all thofe wfaofe 

Q office 

VOTE. 

« Daoizel Plazcr de mi vida." (p. ^47, 248.) f &C. I ftato 
only what is printed. It is for others to read it and to judge. 
The falshood of this passage is not more gross than it's impiety. 
In the case of Thomas Woolfton, ia the ^d.^ of George IF. 
for blasphemous discourses againft our Saviour's miracles^ 
when arreft of judgment was moved ; Lord Raymond and the 
^hole Court declared they would not saffer it to be debated, 
ivkether to write agabft Chiidianity in general (not concerning 
controverted points between the learned, but in general) was 
not an offence punishable in the temporal Courts of Common 
Law. Woolfton was imprisoned one year, and entered into a 
large recogniatancc for hisg99d iekMviour during life* Sir Philip 
"torke, afterwards Lord Hardwicke, was Attorney General at 
tTie time. The case of the King againil Annet, when the 
Hon. Charles Yorke was Attorney General, (3d of Geo. Ilf.) 
for a blasphemous book entitled ".The Free Inquirer," /^a^///^^ 
among other points, to ridicule, traduce and discredit the HoLr 
Scriptures, is well known to the profession. The puniih.^ 
meat was uncommonly severe. Whether the passage I have 
quoted in a /lobular novel, has not a tendency to corrupt the 
minds of the people, and of the younger unsuspeaingpart of 
the female sex, by traducing ^^^ discrediting the Holy Scrip* 
TURSS, is a matter of publick consideration.—" Thh hook goe$ 
" all over the kingdom ;" are the words of Judge Reynolds, ii^ 
the case of E. Curl. What Mr. Lewis has printed ift«^//Vij> 
mith his name, that I state publickly to the nation. Few will 
dissent from the opinion of Lord Raymond and the Court, in 
the case of Curl above stated, as reported by Strange and 
Barnardifton to this effect ; " Religion ispart of the common law^ 
^ and therefore whatever is an offence againil that, is an oiFence 
M against xp? Co»f jfON Law.** With this ^/«/«v, | conclude 
the note. 

» JuY. Sat. ;s. 

' f I refer to the third Edition of The Monk. Tkrei editions of 
this novel have besn circulated through the kingdom, without; 
^f^y altera tipn whatfoevcf^ 
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^Pce it is to maintain truth, and to instruct the rising 
abilities and hope of England, that the author of it is a 
very young man ? That forsooth he is a man of genius 
and fancy ? So much the worse. That there are very 
poetical defcriptions of callles and abbies in this novel ? 
so much the worfe again, the novel is more alluring on 
that account. Is this a time to poifon the waters of our 
land in their springs and fountains? Are we to adJ 
incitement to incitement, and corruption to corruption,, 
till there neither is, nor can be, a return to virtuous action 
and to regulated life ? Who knows the age of this author ? 
I presume, very few. Who does not know^ that he is a 
Member of Parliament ? He has told us all so himself. I 
pretend not to know, (Sir John Scott does know, and prac- 
tifes too, whatever is honourable, and virtuous, and digni- 
fied in learning and profeffional ability) I pretend not, I say, 
to know, whether this be an object of parliamentary ani- 
madvcrfion. Prudence may poffibly forbid it. But we 
can feel that it is an object of moral and of national repre- 
hension, when a Senator openly and daringly violates his 
firft duty to his [d) country. There are wounds, and obstruc- 
tions, and difeafes in the political, as well as in the natural, 
body, for which the removal of the part alFected is alone 
efiicaeious. At an hour like this, are we to ftand in con- 
fultation on the remedy, when not only the difeafe is af^ 

certained^ 

NOTE. 

fd) All members of the legislature, Peers or Commoneiv 
should join in sentimeint and m character with the Athenian 
orator, and be considered as speaking to their country in these 
words: ** H/xeis-, wr lEpa xai Tat^o* irpoyovcav uTta^yjiiaiy gv m 

** va/xoi xara ryf vo/xw, xa* x-wSgcjTai, xsu rexvx, a^ioi, Trjr u/xg- 
*' repaf TTiffTSfl/f . xtA. iEschin: TrgptriotpaTrpgcrfgiay." Sect, ii. 
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certained, but the very fiage of -the dUease, and its s|l|| 
cifick symptoms ? Are we to fparethe sbarpeft instrttments 
of authority and of cenfure, when publick eftablilbments ' 
are gangrened in the life-organs ? 

I fe^r, if our legislators are wholly regardlefs of fuch 
writings, and of fuch principles, among their own members^ 
it may be faid to them, as the Roman Satirift said to the 
patricians of the empire, for offences flight indeed, when 
compared to thefe : 

•* 4t vM Trojugenae voUs ignofcitis^ et qua 
Turpia ccrdoni Volesos Brutosque dccebunt. (t) 

There is surely fomething peculiar in thefe days; fome- 
thing wholly unknown to our anceftors. But men, how- 
ever dignified in their political ftation, or gifted with ge- 
nius, and fortune, and accomplifhments, may at leaft be 
made afliamed^ or alarmed, or convifled before the tri- 
bunal of publick opinion. Before that tribunal, and to 
the law of reputation, and every binding and powerful 
san£li(H) by which that law is enforced, is Mr. Lewi^ this 
day called to answer. 

I would alfo, in this place, selefia work by a Roman 
Catholick Divine, for that animadversion , it fo folemnly 
demands. I mean the Preface to the Second si^Mvat. of 
Tiv.. Gzim^i^sTranJlationof the Bible. I reajly would 
not trull myself to criticise the Translation ftrdf, after I 
had read the fifth Chapter of Judges, y. 30. where for the ^ 
words, " To every man a damsel or two/', Pr: Gcddes 
Iramlates^ by way of a spirited and inviting, improvement, 

Q 2 >< Gtr4 

(e) Juv. Sat. 8. V. 181. 
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jt^Ofifl^ A COUPLE p'F QiRLS, io cach fcravc mtfn T' \ 
will havcTfiothing to do with the Doctor's Rravery y 
but I intend to make ^ few o.bfcrvations on the Breface^ 
alone, which is very extraordinary indeed, and by nei ' 
means in the spirit which the sacred writings 9cem to re^ 
commend. I am always pleaded with every ferious attempt 
to elucidate the Scriptures, and am as ready as any maa 
to acknowledge the merit and learning of an indwftripqsf 
and ingenious scholar. But though I differ essentially 
from Dr. Geddes, I ani sure I shall never call him " apof- 
tate, infidel. Of heretick"in general term?, as bt knows 
some perfon^will do; (Pref. p. 4.) but I may oppose an 
opinion to an opinion. The Cause in which he. is engaged 
is. not a trifling cause, nor i^ it, as we are fometim^stold, 
an object of mere dajfical criticifm. I think there is an 
upbecpmingleyity in the Doftof's manner mf^re frequently 
than \ could wiih, and he ex^iresses .liis sentiments in 
Unguagp not easily understood at ?dl times, nor according 
to the geniuis and common gr^onmar of the Englifli tongue. 
But his .nieaning and opinion is^ that " the Hifioricai 
Books of the Old Teftamcnt \yere not divinely i^/pirfd.!^ 
He tells us (p. ii.}of ** a partial and putative inspiration,'* 
and that the .writers had not ** a perpetual and unerring 
"! sufflationy I do not quite understand the terms, as they 
are too s,ublime for a plain Englifhman, but I. suppose they 
are very fine, an^ I suppofe their meaning from other sen- 
tences in tjie^reface. He fays, (p. 3.} that V The Hebrew 
•* Hiflorlans; wrote them from fuch human document^ 
*' as they cqjild find, popular traditions^ old songs^ 
** and pumck y^gificrs,'^ Singular materials truly for 
divine insjriratibn! But he fays alfo, •* I venture (and 
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** It is tn^ed venturij!ig a great deal) 1 venture to lay it 
** down as « certain truths that there is no intrinsick ev% 
•* dence ef the Jewish Historians being divinely inspired ; 
•• that there is nothing in the style, or arrangement, in the 
** whole colour or complexion of their compositions, thztt 
•* speaks the guidance of an unerring spirit, but that on the 
** contrary, everything proclaims the fallttyle and failing 
"writer." (p. 5.) Dr. G. declares also, «* After reading 
•' the Hebrew writings, and findihg to his full convictioH 
"so mahy intrrnsick marks of fallibility, error and in- 
• •• consistency, not to s&y downright absurdity'* (-p. 1 1.) he 
could not believe their inspiration, even if he were taught 
it by an angel. I have thus introduced the reader to the- 
Doctor's m6st eScplicit opinion ; but I will also present hinx 
with his ilolemn affirmation, and he 'will easily decide on 
the propriety, the reasoning, and the consistency of it. ** / 
. •• value them not the lefs (says Dr. Geddes) ** because I 
** deem them, not divinely inspired'' (p. 12.) If a man 
can seriously assert, theit the Scriptures insf^ired by God 
. (upon that supposition being granted) ate not more valuable 
than the productions of a mere fallible wretched creature 
like man y m his best estate, I really could not lose my 
time in argtiment with that man however learned, or how- 
ever gifted. He has degraded himself from that rank of 
literatufe and of sound understanding, which gives him a 
title. tx) be answered. Dr. Geddes, as a scholar, should 
r^-consider his character, and as a professed Christian, he 
fthould r^^examine his principles. I cannot discuss the 
doctrine of inspiration in this place; it cannot be expected 
that I should* But the trpdency pf all the proceedings of 
our scholars and< guides in literator^, and in thestate^ and 
in religion, shoulf}, bc^cijrcfully watched. The open blas- 
•' '• ^ ''Q'3 ' phemy 
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phemy and low scurrility of Thomas Paiae has been «et 
%side by just argument, and the law of the land has armed 
itself against it's effect in society,* Mr. Lewis, Memter 
of Parliament, has attackecf^Atf Biile^ as I have just shewn, 
in another and in a shorter manner t, blasphemous as far as 
.it goes, and tending to discredit and traduce it's authority. 
And last Dn Ge DDES, a Translator of the Bible, versed 
in the original language and in Hebrew criticism, has now 
begun his attack also on the historical parts, which, if 
they are not part of the inspired writings, arc not intitled 
to the name of sacred Scriptures. It is difficult to fay, 
where these attacks w ill end. The times are so preca- 
rious, and revolt from all authority human and divine so 
frequent, that the magistrate, the satirist, and the critick 
have an united office. JJTthe historical parts of the Bible 
are given up, another man will arise and object to the poetical 
parts. These will be allowed to have sublimity and dignity ; < 
but it will bea$ked,wA}' should they be considered as inspired? 
All poetry, we shall be told, is in some sense inspired ; 
Homer and iEschylus and Shakspeare, and why not the He- 
brew bards. The ?noral portion of the Scriptures is evidently 
full of wisdom and of the soundest sense, and I suppose 
we shall soon hear it may be the work of a philosopher^ and 
that morality is not matter of inspiration. A fourth writer 

may 

,^ ... ■ .1 1 II ■ ■ ■,■■ „ ■■,— I. ..^ i..».i.. ■ • . -~» 

NOTE. 

* I am glad to bear testimony to the excellence of Mr. Er- 
skine.'s eloquent </tff/tf#itf//e« in the court ofK. B. in the cause, on 
Newton, Boyle, Locke, and other great mcti, the defenders of 
Christianity.— But my general opinion of Mr^ Erskine's talent 
for writing and publick political speaking fs' very different, / 
Westminster Hall is his theatre. We^^nig-lit almost ^ay: Tan<ptam 
in piitrinum ali^od deO'Uf/i ei compingividetutf (See a future note 
on this Poem, Dial. 4.) . j . ' 

t In ** The Monk, a Roma!^c.''"See above. PrcT. p.' 195. 
of Dial. 4, - *' 
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may first insinuate with great xefpect, and then prove that all 
prophecy isambiguous ; and that the prophecies in the Bible 
may be conjectural, and therefore no reliance can be had on 
their inspiration. Lastly we may be loosely and indiscri- 
minately told, that the doctrinal parts arc so much above 
as well as contrary % to human reason, that they could 
not come from God. Thus might the whole fabrick 
vanidi 'into air, into thin air : or to reverse Mr. Gib- 
bon's phrase, thus might "the triumphant banner of the 
" heathen Capitol be again erected on the ruins of the 
•* Church of Christ/* Still we are to sit silent, still we are to 
hear with patience the outrageous presumption of man be- 
fore his merciful Creator! while "The world and it^sado- 
" rable Author, Atj attributes and essence, his power, and 
•*. rights, and duty (I tremble to pronounce the wordj be all 
" brought together to be judged — before us."§ We are 
to assemble in the Temple with all our princes, and lords, and 

Q 4 potentates, 

.,-... - ' •■'■■ ■■■ 

N O T B. 

J As the subject is so important, and words are sofrcqacnt- 
ly misapplied or misapprehended, it is always of use to remem- 
ber the words Faith and Reason^ as contradistinguished to each 
other. Mr. Locke has defined them with a clearnefs and a 
preciiion which can never be exceeded, and which should never 
be forgotten, in thought or in conversation. ^* Reason, as 
*' contradistinguished to Faifk, I take to be the discovery of 
** the certainty or probability of fuch propositions or truths, 
*' which the mind arrives at by deductions made from such ideas 
•* which It has got by the use of it's natural facalties, namely, 
** by fensation or reflection.— -Fa i,th, on the other side, is the 
*' afsent to any proposition not thus made out by the deductions 
•* rfreaiWy but upon the credit of the propofer, as coming from 
•* God, in fome extraordinary way of communication. This 
•• way of difcovering truths to men, we call Revelation.** Locke's 
Efsay on the H. U. B. 4. C. 18. An attention to this accurate* 
definition would prevent all confusion, add oftentimes^ very 
idle or profane jargon in converfation. Mr* Locke's whole 
chapter on this (ubje& should be studied. 
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potentates, and veneraMc orders, and our high officers, i* 
all the gradations and dignities of our state and hierarchy, 
till some Champion of anarchy and infidelity be brought 
forth, as in sport, and placed between the pillarr. He may 
low himself with all his might, but his strength, I 
trust, will not be from above ; he will **fed the nature of 
the pillars whereupon the house statidetk /" I speak thisinge- 
ineral. I do not apply it to Dr. Gcddes or any such scholar. 
It is not now tor the first time that the Canon, andtheinspi* 
ration, and the authenticity of the Scriptures have been exa- 
hiined : and their internal evidence has often taught a diffe- 
rent lesson. I cannot help offering one suggestion, as it is 
new to me. If there is a subject in the Bible which 
has been particularly singled out for profane ridicule, it 
is that of Jonah being swallowed up in the whale's belly 
three days and thtee nights. Yet, as if to confound hu- 
man wisdom, or sagacity, or vanity, and as an eternal les- 
son to humaa presumption on the fitness and unfitness of 

the 

N » T E. 

( Ogden'l Sermons, Halltfax's edit. vol. i. p. 2.— Therewaa 
ibmetb.ing peculiarly amiabk in the kind and disinterested 
office which the late Cish«p of St. Afapb, Dr. Hallifax» un* 
dertook in the vindication of the memory and writings of twa 
|;reat men (qudes ft fuantw 'viru !). Bishop Butler and Dr. 
Ogden. It will be an eternal honour to that very acute, 
kamed, and most judicious prelate. Cicero shallspeak for tl.i& 
prelate. No man once better understood the strength and appli- 
cation of his language, when he filled the professorial chair of 
Civil Law, as the ulvian of his day, in the University of 
Cambridge. ^ Idoneus mea ^uidem sententia, praesertim 
*' quum et Ipsb Ettm audiverii et uriiat de mortuoy ex quo- 
'^ nulla suspicio est amicitiar causa eum esse memicura." Cic* 
de Clar. Orat. Sea. 15. What such a writer as Dr. Hallifax 
has told, who would tell again ? I only speak in honour to the 
memory of a Scholar, whose name, .and high attainments in 
science^ should be ncordid^ Ta yap-^xv^ ^''^k 6a&>avTft/»«. 
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'tie subjtcts of inspiration, The Saviour Of tfi* 
.World hims£LF thought proper to choose and to apu 
propriatc thi« event to himself.^. •* As Jonah was three 
** days and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall thb 
" Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart 
** of the earth r St. Matt, c, 12.7.40. — I solemnly pro- 
test, I have no other object in view in whatever I have 
written, but the good of man in all his best interests, C0m* 
plicated as they are, at this awfu] 2tnd pressing hour. More 
is yet in oar power than we may even imagine; bat a// the 
orders of the state must unite vigorously and powerfully 
,in their specifici functions to preserve it. The priests and 
ministers of the Lord must also stand between the porch 
jand the altar, and exert themselves ** before their eyes begin 
*' to wax dim that they may not see, and ere the tamp oC 
*• God goeth out in the temple of the Lord, Where the 
*• Ark of God w^s!'*t — 1 am desirous that all persona 
•of literature and good sense, and lovers of their country^ 
•should be convinced to what end we may at last be con- 
ducted, if we are not ;^ware of our danger. When indeed 
J consider the/uture condition of Europe under the revolu- 
tionary tyranny of France, in principles, moralSyandgovem- 
jnent, I muse iipon the awful strain of the Florentine poet ; 
" Si trapafsammo per sozza mistura 
Dell 'onibre e della pioggia, a pafsi lenti, 
Toccando unpoco la vita futura !'*J 
But to return. The objects of publick regret and of*^ 

fence 

NOTE. 

§ 299/L4£(ov Iwv0 TV IIpo(p79T» I are the very words of Chriil. 
Can words be more explicit ? Yet a German professor, J. G« 
£ichhorn, the successor of the great Michaelis, tkinis it fustifi^ 
fihlc to expel the prophetick book of Jonah from the present 
canon of the Scripture.— See his German Introdudion to the. 
Old Tcftamcnt. 

f Sam, b, I. ch.j, v. 3/ . % Dante Inf. Cant. 6. 
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fence are now so numerous and so complicated, that all 
the milder offices of the Muse have lost their influence 
and attraction. It is indeed unfortunate that scarce a 
subject in literature can be interesting without the sci- 
ence and matter of politicks. They give a colour to our 
very tho'ughts. ff} We are borne down with a force not to be 

resisted 



NOTE. 

(f) ** Qnihus occupatus etobsetsus animus quantulum loci bonis 
artibus relinquit !" DiaIog.de Oratoribus C. 29. — I cannot reiift 
giving an opinion at ///wtime. (Julv 1797.) ^Y prime objedion 
to any proposed Miniftry of Mr. Fox and his adherents is this. 
1 believe their principles ^xttQ^J^^Jlular for the good, the safety, 
or perhaps for the exigence, of this country under it's present 
conflitution. I believe, that their design is to throw such a 
weight of power into the House of Commons, h^, means of a 
Reform, as v)ouU ultimately mould tie two Houses of Parliament 
not merely into a resemblance, but into the adual form and 
relative power of the Council of Five Hundred, and the 
Council of Ancients. I am also of opinion, that the authority 
and influence of the Crown of Great Britain, would be re- 
duced far below that which is lodged in the Executive Direc- 
tory of France. I think the proposed Reforms leaJ^ beyond 
a controversy, to this issue. 1 conceive, that a great Personage, 
in the case of a change of Mr. Pitt's Miniflry, muf): be appr6- 
hensive, to whom he is to be delivered, and to what he may be 
reduced. 7 he pride of a ftatesman's underflanding, like Mr.- 
Fox's, in the plenitude of dignity, will overbear all ideas of a 
balance of power in the orders of the state, and of the safety 
of the country, upon it's ancient principles. He has declared 
his opinion ; he must not recede. All will be sacri^ced to that 
^ride in a moment of phrenzy. The example of every state, 
nation, and city, subdued by French arms, French principles, 
and French treachery, is to be weighed well, as an a»'ful 
warning in this kingdom, which may yet be preserved. The 
encroachments of such a statesman, as Mr. Foy, (paramount as he 
is in ability and in political eloquence beyond any man) are to 
be watched and resisted by all who think soberly, and are in- 
dependent of party. Yet Mr. Fox neither could, nor would, 
satisfy the raving and tyrannical ideas of Horne Tooke and the 

French 
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resisted^nvfafia<t>igrveryexUteiicie:,:as a nation under its an^ 
cient'laws»..an)d.con8tttotiun,'and .establishments, has been 
irendered dubious.! I would particularly recommend the se- 
rious perusal of the account.given by Tkucydides of the iUmO' 
, xratici sedition in Corcyra. The reader would be convinc- 
ed, that the same peculiarities mark all popular seditions and 
insurrections, the same pretexts, the same motives. The 
insurgents declare the friends of the lawfuland established 
government enemies to the popular representation and in- 
terest. Some of these insurgents have private enmities 
to revenge, and others have debts to cancel. Death is 
the universal solvent, (ffj The historian observes, they 

held 

NOTE. 

French crew. They would make use of him to a certain point. 
They would then declare him an enemy to his country, and 
condud him to the scaffold. " Corpora lentc augestunt, 
** ciTO extinguuntur"X The security of property, publick and 
private, is shaken by the proposed syftem, and a Revolution 
(which we never^// have known but in mere name; might then 
be at hand. A government which once relaxes, is not easily 
recalled to the vigour of it's ancient principles. We have 
among us statesmen of determined and of true patriotifm, and 
this final misery may yet be prevented. We have a King, 
who has courage, virtue, and firmnefs. Of his Minister, the 
Right Hon. Wm. Pitt, I have givea my opinion often in 
another place \ I have not altered my sentiments. 

I certainly cannot say with the great Satirist under Louis 
the 14th, 

" Quie ma vue a Colbert inspiroit I'allegresse."! 
I speak, and I have spoken, most impartially of Mr. Pitt. lam 
neither for a proscription of any political talents, nor for an 
hereditary claim to the publick office of Prime Minister. But if 

the 

(^'') Hear the great Historian : " Toqv fjLSvamay sTrt^fspovrs^ 
roiq rov Aio/xov xa^rocXvsaiv. ATreSavov rive; tSia^g ex^pcc; gvexas, 
xxi aXKot xpyii^arajv cfiff^iv o(pii\oiJi.Bvcjv vtto tcvv XaCcvT&zy. 
L. 3* Sect. 8i. 

t Tacit. Agric. ap. init. § Boileau £p. zo. 
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iield forth either th<e ipedoos offer of gMiter equality (^ 
power among the citizens^ or a more temperate form of arts* 
iocracy^ or some itate expedient Vaiying with the hour ; 
hut each leader in feality had his own private views of 

■* • ■ ■ ri ■ I I I I I ' l r I 

N O T B; 

the principlesNof any statesman are sach^ as to induce a nal and 
effectual change in the government, that statesman should not 
be admitted to rule. IF the ancient and established principles 
of the English constttutton are maintained, a Prime Mintfier 
may conduft publick affairs, even with a mediocrity of talent. • 
It is neither Mr. Pitt, nor Lord Lapsdown, nor Mr. Fox, nor 
Mr. Grey, who are necessary to the fan6lion. But, by the 
disastrous consent of the whole nation and it's Parliament, 
thinking rightly, proposing soundly, and meaning honeftly, arc 
nothing without speakimg well, — Let me add a word or two 
on a subject not quite foreign to this note. The example of 
a very learned and, in my opinion, of a very virtuous and ho- 
nourable man, to whom the counUy is under much obligation, 
Mr. Reeves, will deter any man from volunteer effusions in favour 
of any Miniftcr, It would not be amiss, to be sure, if Mr. R. or 
any other writer, would read Aristotle and Quintilian on tropes 
and metaphors, before he adorns his native language with all 
the richness of imagery, and exerts the command, which na^ 
ture gives him, over the figures of speech. 7ruH^^ non frondibusj 
efficit umbram. For my own part, when his pamphlet^ 
** The Thoughts on the English Government," was published* 
I never felt more indignation than when I saw this gentleman 
ungenerously and shamefully abandoned and given up by Mr. 
Pitt in the H. of Comnions to the malice of his avowed ene- 
mies and to a criminal prosecution in the Court of King's 
Bench. He was solemnly acquitted of any libellous inten- 
tions ; but his language was imprudent. He fell a victim to me- 
taphorical luxuriance and state-botany. — (See ** Thoughts 
&c." as above, pag. laand 13, for Mr. Reeve's Simile of the 
Constitutional Tree and it's Branches,) It was the deep and im- 
portant ohfervation of Aristotle ; Et/ /w.ETa'popeiv £0"Tiv 6» ©ecypetv. 
See alfo the tenth chapter of Aristotle's Rhetorick, Book 3. 
which I recommend to all political writers and speakers ; De 
Urbanis Mctaphoris, or ^e^i Ta;v affTEi&Jv, xaw t«v et»Sojet/M.8vrftiVi 
Those great criticks, MefTrs. Fox and Sheridan, differed however 
cflentially from Aristotle in this point, in their Commentaries 
read publickly in the H. of C, on this text:. Twv Msra^f?*;* 
£i/Joxiix«(n iLxKi^xct, ii xxrx av«Xoyiav» Rlwt. L. 3, C. 10. s. 3* 
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jMobitipny 'or power, or riches, but accommodated hU 
^peeche$ to.the prevailing humour of the day. fgj ThU 
.9s we have all Jkno^n, has been transacted step by step 
jLipon a gfeat and tremendous scale in France. The Ita- 
lian and Belgian statjes are following them with headstrong 
^nd infuriate revolution^ We have indeedmore to 
PR£S£Ry£ THA^i ANY OTHER CoONTRY under hea- 
ven j= and we may, by wise regulations, hereafter restore 
even the finances of the state. We must never forget 
that the stability of our present Constitution is the sole 
i^tability of all property, pnblick and private. I speak 
from awful and trembling convi^lion, Our Ruin can 

BE EFFECTED BY POLITICAL ReFO^M ALONE, and 

pur fln^itiies at bonie, and in France, know that I speak 
the truth. We in Great Britain, who ^LTcyet in a con- 
dition to preserve ourselves, see and read and feel these 
things* The grant of one demand leads necessarily to 
another when any material aheration in a state or govern- 
ment is conceded. Jf the second is refused after the first 
has been granted, we are then told, that there is a want of 
consistence in the plan, and that it were more adviseable 
to have kept the state as it was, than to admit only a par- 
tial reform. We surely cannot be said to be duped and 
j^ooled by Reformers, without warning from history and 
from experience. The constitutional statesmen of Great- 
Britain 

NOT?. 

fg) Hear Thqcydidcs again in his own language. " Oi ev 
T«ir *no'ki(r}y TrpocrravTe? ptgr' ovo/xar*?; snaa-roi ei/TTpe^w^, 7rXy<9«f 

ftya;vi|o/x6v:?i aW'nXouv TrspiyiYnsa-Qar — xat n fA.erot ^i^pH oiSuca 
xarayvoJCecof^ Vi x^^fi xrcofAayoi ro xparsiVj £To*/xoi i^atv Tijy 
•VTjjtiX f tXovsi)«iay 6pfc7r<ptrXavfln.'' lb Sect. 82- 
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Britain cannot nom be ignorant of the m^nrft^f V'ii Jlfo*^- 
dern Reform in any state of Europe.'* Theigteatcri the/ 
difficulty and danger, the greater the. fury o£ the Revolu- 
tionists. Pindar was a poet and a ttale^man; he said: 
ATT^oo-tTo/v Ep«T6/v ol^vTspat ptficvK»i.* . A niaii of . H poctical. 
mind either wanders into futurity, or recals the images 
of other times and of other empirics.: .He. cart sonie- 
times even descend into the regions of terrifick fable, . 
and give to his own country tlie sencioients ^nd palssions 
of antiquity, and body forth conteiyiing parties which : 
are no more, of the virtuous and the yaliant,. .of the .-wick- i 
cd, the despetate and the frantick. At.$uf:b an/h6ur as the 
present, and with the objects wiich ^we ssec: and hear 
and feel, with the exultation of the bad, and; the: dgection 
of the good, and the labours of great statesmen'/^? preserve 
us from final misery^ can we forbear to contemplate the 
picture drawn by that poet, whose only Muses were Caesar^ 
and Brutus, and Cato, and the genius of expiring Rome.t 

Tmiz'j FEtlCIBUS UMBRIS ; 

Vultus erat\ vidi Decios natumque patremque, 
Lustrales bellis znim^Sjfientemque Camillum. . 
Abruptis Catilina minax fractisqiie catenis 
Exultat, Mariique truces nudique Cethegi: 
Vidi ego laetantes, popularia nomina, Drusos . 
Legibus immodicos, ausosque ingentia Grace faos. 
^ternis chalybum nodis, et carcere Ditis 
Constrict ce plausere manus, Campos ^UE^i d r";; M ~ 

POSCIT TURBA NOCENS ! fggj 

The. 

Note. 

• Nem. Od, ii. f Lucan, Pharsal. L. 6. v. 784, 

Qi) ^" the great question of a Reform in Parliament (i. e. 
in the tiouse 01 Commons) I certainly do not mean to eall fi* 
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The preCcnt Poem was not compofed for a trivial pur* 
pofe, or without mature thought. It is the fruit and fiudy 



of 



NOTE. 

guratively the Ministerial ground, the Camlii Piorum^ but I 
call the Constitution of England and it's defenders,- in or out 
of Parliament, by that name. Nor would I by any means rank 
the gentlemen of opposition with the Turba nocens. That turia 
nocens are the levellers and the partisans of democracy and 
revolution. But^the licence of poetry we are told is confiderable^ 
if assumed with modesty. The question itself has nothing to 
do with inrention, though, as I think, m^ch fictnn is enaployed 
in the support of it. I am of opinion, that in th^ outfet there 
is a fidion or a deceit. We are told, we must recur to the $riginal 
principle of the H. of Commons; the principle, as Isuppose, on 
which it was founded, and that principle is declared to ht popular 
in the modern sense of that word. In this argument historical truth 
is not asserted ; I would, maintain, that it is violated. It is 
contrary to matter of fact. The very origin of the House it- 
self (the beft antiquaries will tell you so) is rather doubtful* 
The more remote your enquiry, the greater the demonstration 
of it's original weakness, nay (I say it with grief) of it's politir 
cal insignificance. It was a Council, which ^rew out of a 
greater Council. I will not insult my reader with information 
on the fubject. But it is matter of plain historical knowledge 
that it's powers, it's functions, it's freedom, and it's conse- 
quehce have been all firogressive to a certain period. That 
period was the Revolution (as it is foolishly and improperly 
called) in 1688. At that aera the House of Commons unJer the 
Old TVhigs, attained to the confummation of it's glory and to the 
fulness of it's dignity. As I here speak of the original prin, 
ciplc, I have nothing to do with the subsequent coi * 
ruptions. I must own 1 do not wish for the famous Roman 
plate of brass ; I am for no unqualified Lex Regia.f Let 

it 



K0T9 ON THE NOTE. 



t See a Dissertation "de ^nea Tabula Capitolina Romas 
** 1757." Hcineccius and Gravina also publithcd this « Lex 

"Rcgia." 
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it rest in the Capitoline Muicuiiii tJiat splendid effort of Mi* 
chad Angcio. I abhor abjcd servility and all it's manu«, 
ments. I never wished, I am sure 1 do »« now wish, to sec 
ir«y Senate divest itself of all power;. I would not see a Ves«. 
pasian in any country make and repeal Jawjs, or exercise un- 
limited authority, withotttthc advice and consent of a well* 
eonstitnted Senate. I venerate the institution of (hf Hoyse, 
of Commons, and wonld preserve it with my life; but I shali. 
raise up no tree, trunk or branches,' for a fatal simile, 
like Mr. Reeves. IJook for nor pafture. in the fields. of 
Ministersror of Booksellers: nor would I be turned out by 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Sbeiidan to graze on the verdant lawm 
of the King's Bench, (once intended for the Chief Justice 
of Newfoundland,) or at best to grub and delve in Mr., 
Pitt's StraW'jard. I neither recur to Montesquieu npr to M»* 
chiavel. I want not to be told by the former, that '* our sysy 
fern was found in the woods, or to hear from Signor Machia-^ 
vel and Mr. Fox, that ^*' States rn^y gr§w wt 9f shafe'' Snph* 
were the words of Machiavei quoted by Mr. Fox in the H. of 
C. on May a6, 1797^ in his speech on the refdrm of Parliament, 
The founder* of the French Republick, and the ii*.founder^ 
of it (for it has been founded dree times already) seem al^ 
wa^s to have had Machiavel's Discourses on Livy in their view. 
He says, that if any power or powers, (princes, warriors, or 
demagogues) take or subdue any city, province, or realm, 
f^'jffiey should make all things mnxt in th state^'* The words aro 
\ ^ moss 



NOTE ON THE NOTE. 

^* Rcgia." It may be read at full length ip Gniteri Inscript ; 
Antiq. By this Law the Roman Senate, in the most abje<^ stile, 
authorised Vespasian to make and repeal Jaios^ to declare peace and 
UDor^ and to exercise e^ery a^ of an ahsalute sovereign, without 
waiting for their consent or even asking their advice. — This 
authority however was not granted to all the Emperors indis? 
criminarely; they sefe^ed (before Vespasian) Augustus, Tibe- 
rius, and Claudius. I leave the reader to his p\yn reflt(!!ljons. 
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tusincft. It was not intended meVely to raife a smile at 
folly or conceit; but it was written with indignation 

R against , 



NOTE. 

most particular. " Fare ogni cosa di nuovo in quello stato, nelle 
♦* Citta hre nuovi gtverni con nuwi nomiy con nuova autorita, con 
•' auovi nomini, f/ite i poveri ricchi^ disfare delle vecchie citta, 
** cambiare gli abitatori da on luogo ad un altro, e in somma, 
*' nQn lasciare cQia niuna intatta^ c che non vi si a n} grado^ nS 
•* ordifte, ne stato^ ne richezxa^ che chi la liene non la riconosca 
>' DA TE !*'+ The French have reUgiouJly ohsttv^^ the advice. 
JFe arc told in the H. of C. by Mr. Fox, that the authority of 
Wachiavel is great. In my opinion, all Tyranny is uni- 
form IN it's maxims. But the Signoriy Michiavel and Fox» 
ilill tell us that ^'^ States may grow out of shape.^* For my own 
part indeed I would rather find a system in the woods, than 
m modern France j and I do not look for a nenv fioUtical 
Dancing Mafter every time there is a twist in the body. To 
hear Mr. Fox, as I perpetually do in the House, one would 
really think he was a riva> to Vestris or Didelot. He his been' - 
long trying his art and giving lessons to Mr. Pitt gratis. That 
Right Honourable Gentleman's gait ftili continue -as aukward 
andaiffas ufuat. He will not bend. A graceful bow is not 
. his ambition, and Mr. Fox dances before him every day 'without 
the Uast effect, Mr. Fox, I-bclicve, is of the opinion and prin- 
ciple of Monsieur Marcel, the famous dancing master in Queen 
Anna's reign, who {aid, when the Eari- of Oxford was made 
Prime Minister, ** He was furprifed,'iand could not tell what 
Jhe Queen could fee in. him, for hw own part he never could make 
any thin^ 4i/ him.^^ To be fare Mr. Pitt is every day placed 
betnueen the danc-NO mastcr and his man, but he has no|^ 
yet learned grace from Mr. Jox, or w/ from Mr. Sheridan. 
Indeed 1 have been ipfo4*nied that, the three celebrated Dancers 
and Ballet masters, Mefsrs. Fojc, Sheridan, and Grey, are pre- 
paring a new Serious Di*vertl/siment^ or Pas de Trois, with nezo 

^ fcenes^ 

f Machiavcl/Ditcorsi Lib r. Cap. 6, 
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igainst wickcdncfs, against the prostitution of fupcrior 
talents, and the profane violence of bad men. It was in- 
deed 



H O T 1. 

fcenes, drefses and decorations^ called, " Le Directoire Execu- 
TJF.*' li it can be got up time enough, it will be brought for* 
nvard this fee/on \ bat as there is a necessity for a re-inforccment 
of the troop from Paris, it is feared thi old dances must con- 
tinue to the end of thisfeafoOy June 1797. It is propofed that 
light should be thrown on ibe stage in a quite new manner; but 
the Ballet^Masters will fuifer no perfons to be on the stage, or to 
view the machinery behind the fcenes. Lord Galloway and La- 
dy Mary Duncan have exprefsed their approbation of this rule, 
fo mtich for the interest of the Grand Opera; though the 
noble Earl is contented with the prefent Grand Ballet-Master. (June 
1 797)-~On a kindred topick I would obferve to the dafsical reader 
another singular circumstance in ancient times. It is from the 
Rohian State. Since we have been all arming at home with 
alacrity and prudence, and (what is confequent to that) with 
effect, against our enemy, and the militia laws have been ec- ' 
tended, it is curious to ca^ to mind fhe empb^tich clause in the 
antient Roman law concerning the exemption of particular per- 
fons from military fervice, called •* Dn. Vacatiohe,'* as learned 
Civilians well know. The Claufe is this: •• Nisi Bellum 
•* Gall? CUM exoriatur\* in which cafe not even the Priests 
were exempted. I will illustrate this law from Plutarch and 
Cicero, but I will not translate the pafsages. Plutarch has 
this singular remark in the life of Marcellus : " Ov imw 
aXKx fceyav i re x^P^ vo^^i%^ fofov, Sia nw ysiTVMwriv, 
o/x^po; uLai . ntooiXOiXM vqKbims cuvoiffOfjLiWif^ xai ro' icetKeuoit 
a^iM^jM TMv xaXoLTonf (the Gauls or French) ''hvg iMOsstrrai, 
^cofMLMi incroci Saxttjiv, «ts Siq luci ttjv IIoXiv vtt otvroin «?ro* 
^ CaXovTE^y e| ex8iV8 $c Oeplevoi No/xoy, aersXeir sivai crfartiac^ 
ra; Icpea?, TrXijv ti fj.vi FaXc(r<xo( v»XiTf eycXOoi IIoXEpu)^. 
E J*jXi* is xon Tov ' foQov e^vrwy i ts Ila^paffx^i/gQ. Mt;§««Jcr 
Vap gv hrnXois ocfjux rofsavreu TcJiAXian/ ttTfi ^poTspairjg'E tlf'Tipov 
<VcyE<rO«i Ksyovrai.'* Plut. Vit. Marcel, p. 244. VW/^ Edit. 
Bryan. — The other illustration is from Cicero inliis oration 

: for 
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deed (to ufe a poet's allusion) poured forth as a libation 
from the cup of Achilles, consecrated and appropriated: 

Ot/re ncif irvsviioxs Qsofv^ irE,fm All Flarpu (h) 

It is propofed, in it's degree and according to it*s fub- 
ject, for the defence of truth, and with an honest wish to 
uphold fociety and the best interefts of mankind, but 
chiefly thofe of our own country. In it there are no ima- 
ginary fubjects. I haveraifed no phantoms of abfurdity, 
merely to difperfe them ; but the words, the works, the 
fentiments, and often the actions of the authors are before 
us. It might be known hereafter from this poem how we 

R 2 wrote 
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for Fonteias; (the object of which was to inculcate, " Gallis ' 
*• fidem noh habendam, hominibas levibus, perfidis, et in ipfos 
Decs immortales impiis.) The words , are thefc : •• Ut $pcrtetf 
*^ Bello Gall I CO, at majorum jura moresque prsscribunt^ 
** Nemo est, Civis Romanus, qui sihi ulta excmationt utendum 
^^liutetJ'^ Orat. pto Ponteio. Sect. i6. sub. fin. Cic. Op. Ed. 
Barbou. Vol. 4. p. 393.— .We have not, and I trust we never 
shall have, tht same caurfe for apprehension from the French as 
the Romans had from the Gauls, ^hey mver ha'ui taken our. 
ciTYf and while we arc true to ourselves, msnjuentwmrit I trust 
they never will or can take it. But the danger is and eVer will 
be great, /r9m their nficinity^ ita rm yf irvjo^iv. The words arc 
from Plutarch : Mr. Burke has written the commentary. ^ <* Vecetm 
MdytidignamtemJiUn' /'July 1767 J 

(h) Hom. 11. 6, r. 227. 

t Two l,enei8 on the Peace. (Ed. Rivbgton .1796.) pag. 
"3, tec. 
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wrote and thought in this age, and not unfrequently hovt 
we conducted ourlelves. 

There is one fubject* which 1 baVe prefled upon the 
atten^tion of the nation, which in this refpect feems to be 
in a ftate between slumber and alarm ; in the fupinenefs 
which^ attends the former, and with that confusion in 
ideas and mcafures, which too frequently accompanies 
terror. Compafsion, mercy, felf prefer vation, integrity of 
principle, Christiaft charity, the uncertainty of the mortal 
condition, the convulsion of empires and of ftates, have 
all and each variously confpired to direct the meafurek of 
our government with refpect to the French Roman Ca- 
tholick Emigrants, and in particular, to the French Priests. 
I have stated in different places my opinion on this 
important fubject. I continue to call aloud upon this 
country and it's mi nifters to regard, with minute circumj 
spection^ tkes^ men and their cavs£. (Jih) The 
most repreiieusible part of Mr. Burke's publick conduct 
has beet] in this point. Great and venerable as I hold him, 
in this I praife him not. I maintain that the vigilance of 
the Rom§in Catbolicks. is erect and on the tiptoe of expec*- 
tation: it is fcarcely fufpended by slumber. I.fpcakalfo 
oti another account. There is fuch a connection between 
fuperllition and athcifm, and their allies cruelty and tjri 
ranny, that the wifeft and most experienced ftatesmen 
and moralists have declared it to be indifsoluble* In their 
caufe, they would unite vwth any, €ven with. Jacobin, prifl^ 
ciples. Hear Dr. HufTcy the titular Bishop of Waterford 
in Ireland in his late paftoral Letter/i^ "The Catho- 
LICK FAITH (i. e. the tenets^ the doctrines, the fuperlli- 

tioBf^ 

• Sec Dial. 3. written in May 1796. {hb) July 1797. 
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tlous, the abfurdmes, the follies, the cruelty, and the 
tyranny, of the Church of Rome, and whatever mikes it to 
(differ from any other external t&uhlishmtni of Christianity) 

R3 The 



NOTE. 

(0 Sec " A Pastoral Letter to the Catholick Clergy of. Wa- 
tcrford and Lismore in Ireland, by the R.R., Doctor Hussey," 
London, iJ^printed by P. Coghlan, Duke Street, Grosveaor- 
s'quate. 1 797, His ///«/^jfr Lordship's idea of ** a man of tru© 
lifaeraHty IS this ; " that he lives iq charity, in concord, in amity, . 
with all others of ^ wry religious persuasion ; with whom a dif- 
ference in religipus opinions makes no differcpce in social life, 
&:c. &c.'* (p. 6.) Very liberal Hidecd j this is the t^xt. Bat his' 
Lordlhip, in the natural confusion of ideas in bU country has pre^ 
fixed the comment. See the preceding page.. The words arc these: - 
*• Reiinonstrate (says his Lordship) with any parent, who will be. 
** so criminal SiS to expose \\\i offspring; to those places ojf education 
(the Charter Schools, &c. &c. as I suppose), where his religious 
faith and morals arc likely to be perverted. If he ivi/l not attend 
10 your remonstrances, (he is speaking to the Roman Catholick 
** Clergy) refuse him the participation of Christ's body ; if he 
" should still continue obstinate^ denounce him to thi 
"Church, in order that, according to Chribt's com ma ndmenf, 
*♦ he he considered as a heathen and a fiublican*** p. J- Wc know 
the sense of Christ ; and «ve know the se^me 'which the Roma?* 
Catholick Church annexes to thefe njiiords* But this: i/ , 
Lib6rahty!!!— Hear his titular Lordship once marc. Speak 
ihg of the/o/fl/ icpeal of the Popery Laws in Ireland, he nuarns 
those who oppose ix, in these terms, page 10, ** The vast rock- 
'• is already detached from the mounte^n^s bro^w, and whoever 
" opposEf it's descent and removal, must bb crushed by hjy 
«* own rash endeavours." Is the common sense of England «»4 
Ireland drunk ? Or if it has slept, will it not now awake ? Can 
any man say, that the /tof/tical spirit of the Roman Catholick Re- 
Hgion IS extinct, that it i& dead, that it is dying i This titular' 
bifhop warns us plainly enough. He has^ rocks and mountains at 
command, and the powers of nature in their gigantick admcafurc«> 

ments appear at his great bidding. In Ireland it might be of.ufe . 
to difcuss this pastoral Letter in toto. If I were an Irifhman, I 
»\oulddo80i but thpbujipC5$ in JSnjgl^nd is ^#/ very different. 

' - Let 
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Tht Catkoliek faith (fays his titular Lordship) is fuiuble to 
ell clitneSy and all forms of government^ monarchies or re- 

publickSf 



M O T ■• 

Let me add a word or two. Ic may be worth while at this penod 
when all establiihmcnts are (haking, to consider frequently^ that. 
" a Religioos Establishmenry ander any form, is not the reli^on 
'* itself, but the mode of preserving, inculcating, suad contmn- 
** ing the religion/' There is a religion which may be and is po- 
Itcicai, and another which is reaK I will give a paffage from the 
admirable Preface to the tr^nflation of Xenophon*s Cyropaedia 
written with great compass of thought and precision of argamenc. 
by a gentleman of fortune, family, erudition and virtue, the Hon. 
Mauri CB Ashlbt* I cannot refrain from obferving with plea- 
fare, that LoKD Malmsburt and myself may have a natural ^zv^ 
tiality for the memory of that accomplished and welNinitructed 
gentleman. " Real Christianity (fays he) is none of thefe change- 
** able establishments and human institutions, nor ever can be» 
** hut stands upon its cnvn 'foot* Whether it be the religion of the 
" multitude, and national or not national, or whatever be the. 
*• forms of it in national establishments, //// ore and the same in it* 
*^ self firm and unalterable, and will undoubtedly remain so to tht 
" end of the tuortd^ whether owned or not owned by any publtck. 
•* establishment indifferently." Mr. A's Pref. pag. 8. 1 enter 
not into the expedience, institution and relative excellence of reli- 
gious establishments in this place. It is not here the question ; if 
it were, 1 am not without my fentiments or without words to en- 
force them. I hope indeed we may, and shall, ///// justify the ex- 
pressions of a great writer: **^/ arc separated from th^ errors, and 
** freed from the chains of Popery, imtbout breaking out into a 
** state of religious anarchy ^ But I give Mr. Aflilcy's words as a 
general observation to n// those who esteem the downfali'of such 
an establishment as Poperj to be the downfall of the Christian re- 
ligion, than which no opinion can be mo>€ unfounded. To the 
Roman Catholick system of religion, whether in it's vigour and 
plenitude Of power, or in it's decline, or in it*s struggles for re- 
tuivaf^ the words of the poet may be applied figuratively and 
literally : 

In 
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puHuks^ aristocracies, or democracies/* (p. 9.) Righl. 
Docs his Lordship speak intelligibly? That which is 
true of Christianity in itself and by itself alone^ inde- 
pendent of any establishment whatsoever, that they as- 
sert of their own tyrannical superstition. They will shew 
the arm, and the sword, oF heaven interested and active 
for them. They will tell you ^whenever they have the 
power or even the probability of attaining that power 
thatJheir cause alone is from, above. They separate their 
spiritual rulers fro^i the temporal governors of the state, 
and afsert the superior dignity and. paramount authority 
of the former; and this they thunder in the ears of an 
armed soldiery. They tell you, that the opposers of the 
Roman Catholick cause are sacrilegious in the eye of 
heaven; and that upon them, in a mafs, the great 
STONE will fall and grind them to powder. I know the 
state of Ireland,t and the declarations of the titular bishops , 
in that country. But that subject is not properly mine^ 
though it is intimately connected with it. All I have to * 

R 4 do 

NOTE. 

In sua templa furitf nnllique exire veta&te 
Materia, magnamque cadsns magnamqoe rrvertens 
Dat //n^/ji late, sparsos^^te xicolligit ignbs. 

Lucan, L. i. 

t There is something peculiarfy ungratiful in the conduct of 
this tthJar Bishop of Waterford, Particular attention has been 
paid to Dr. Hussey by the administration of Ireland, as Lord 
Camden knows. But in this country I should hardly be un-. 
derstood if I were to enumerate the particulars njubicb 1 how, 
I have spoken in terms very moderate indeed of thU Pastoral 
Letter, midgr tbi tircumsianees of it's publication. My repreben- 
sion has been confined to tbe spirit of it. It will be perceived by 
t§me persons that I write Stn/sroitf-i. 

Talibus ex adyto dictis Cumjea Sibtlla 
Horrendas canit ambagesi antroque remugit 
Obseuris viraiavohfews ! ' 
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do is f o shew, (and I think I have shewn k to ail who wil! 
attend,) ih^x.*' the Spirit of tkt Roman Cathnlick System it 
yetunalitred'* In England the French Priests, in a body, 
have been chased froth the King's Castle at Winchester : 
but our government has yet a sacred fortrefs or two at 
Reading, and Sbene, and in Yorkshire : and it appears 
thita sum of FiVE Hundred and Forty Thousand 
Pounds (b) has been ifsued for the use of the French 
Emigrants,, sacred and projant^ in the Course of the year 
tjKj6. This isr ratified by the vote of Pafliament. On 
tjiis particular topick I shall say nothing farther in this 
place, bat all WhTch I have written on this great subject is 
mthe spirit x)f mercy, hiihianity, tolerance, and true Chris- 
tianity, consistent with the. principles of an English Pro- 
testant, and that rational a47d guarded love (o my Country 
which I atn bound, according to my ability, to warn, to 

vindicate, and to defend. 

The 

1^ O T E. 

{h) On the 2ist of Dec. 1796, "The House of Commons 
** in a Committee of supply, among other sums, -^dttd a sum ' 
•• of ^-40,0001. for the relief of the suffering clergy and laity of 
** France," Woodfall'fe Parfi^rtientary Regtsfer. 1796.- Vol. r, 
page 524. '"R-is «i'ngalar*(and it? wrilbe remembered by those 
who are Ter?ed in the rnterior pcdicicks' of this cotfrttry in the. 
reign of Qtieen Anne) that in Swift's Examiner, Nov. 1 7 10, 
JJo. 16. the e^itaa'ium of 540,000!. is ftated hum<luf<Siffly, as *• « 
•* Bill of Brit tjh ingratitude ^^^ to his Grace the Duke of Marlbo- 
, rougii, viz. ** Woodftock, 40,000!. Bleirbeira, 2oo,(S50oK PofI 
Office granr, loo.oool. Mildcnhcim, 30,000!. Piftwrds, jewels, 
&c. 66,ocol Pall Mail grant, &G. io,oc»I'. , EntployAienes, &e, 
ico'.ooot; .:The total exa&y 540^00101/* Thus aft thd beginning 
of this century did the Britiih nation rcrtinneFate the CONQufi- 
Ii0(( OF FRANCE ! J§nd tbns^ at the clofe of it, arc the Services of 
the French Emigrants, sncr^d and profane^ nqui ted hy the muni-, 
ficence of the Brtiih. P^ rli anient !!! We know where it is writ- 
ten in letters of marble; 
- 1 ■ 

' EuROPiE HJEC ViNDtX G£NIO^l3l&c6»ik ALTA BjttTAHNO! 
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• Tfe subjects of "this poem have been from nccefslty 
VarioiM and nwnerouSf far beyond liiy original conception, 
But a mighty arid mafjestick rivef, in it*s course through' 
a diversity of countries, not only winds and murmurs ia 
the vallies^ but contends and foams among rocks, ahd pre* 
cipices, and the confluence of torrents. Still it's tendeftcy 
is to the ocean, to which it |)ays it*s last tribute, aud is 
flnally lost in that immensity. In Literature the mind re- 
sembles such a course. All it's exertions may fee turned 
imo one grand and general dircttk>n. The nwrtd, if weH. 
regulated, remembers from whence it came, ^nd feels that 
all it's powers and faculties ai?e but ministerial. I think 
\t is somewhere exprefsed in the concise sublimity of 
Plato, IIpo^ ro fiuhov fifXgTrEv. - Urtd^gr the influence and 
persuasion of this great aiid mafter principle, the mind 
fo prepared,, whether ferious, or gay, or thoughtful or 
fprightly, or even fanta&i?ck in it's humour, is ftill per- 
forming it's'proper office, PhiloCophy and criticism can- 
pot reach fome fubjects, which fap the foundation and 
fupport of well-being. Playfulnefs, ridicule, wit, and hu- 
mour, are the auxiliaries and light-armed forces of truth, 
and their poorer, in detachments, is cq^ually felt with the 
main strength of the body. 

There is one defcription and set of men, to whom 
more than common reprehension is due, and who can- 
not be held up too frequently to the puHick fcorn ind 
abhorrence. I mean the modern philofaphers of the 
French fyftem. Mr, Burke has thundered upon thcm^ 
iand his lightning fhone through their darkeft recefses^ 

* The sudden blaze far round illumined Hell,'* Thi^ 
mostrous compound of the vanity and weaknefs of' 

the 
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the intellect, and the fury of the paffions in fome ^ of 
them, this " facinus majoris abollx,*' (hould be expofed 
with the full strength of argument and of reafon, and 
with occasional ridicule, to the English nation in every 
point of view. In other philofophers of this fyftem, 
there is a calmnefs and compofure in their mentAl opera* 
tions, more favage than the violence of the former. Their 
subject is the living man. Before them be is delivered, 
bound hand and foot. On him their experiments are to l>e 
tried ; and wheti his whole composition, moral and poli- . 
tica), is either racked, or disjointed, or the minuter parts 
of it laid bare to the eye, and the very circulation of the 
fluids, as it were, {hewn in the agonizing fubj^ct ; this 
they favagely call, ftudying and improving human nature 
by the new light. But I will not proceed on this fubject. 
Great and venerable is the name and influence of the true 
philofophy* The word may be difgraced for a feafon^ 
but the love of wisdom must always command respect. 
When we compare these modern philofophers who reject 
all revelation, with the philofophers of antiquity, and in 
particular thofe of the Stoick feet, who were ignorant 
of it, the difference, to fay no more, is indeed ftriking. 
What were Socrates, and Plato, and Epictetus, and Ci* 
cero, and Antoninus ! Before fuch lights, fliining in the 
darknefs and gloom of the heathen firmament, 

Conditur omne 
Stellarum viilgus, fugiunt sine nomincSigna (d) 
As I am fpeaking of Philofophy, I may be «xcufed if I 
fay a few words of that language, in which it's power has 

been 
(i) Manil. Aftron. L. i. r. 470. 
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been molt confpicuous. I fee no more pedantry in the> 
.Imowledge.and iludy of the Greet tongue, than of the 
French or the German. But when I confider thai every 
fubjed in philofophy, in hiftory, inoratory» and in poetry. 
whatever can dignify or embelliOi human ibciety in it's 
most cultivated ftate, has there found the higheft authors ; 
that the principles of compofition are better taught and 
more fully exemplified than in any other language; that 
the Greek writers are the univerf^l legiflators in tafie^ 
criticifm, and juft compofition, from whom there is no 
appeal, and who will be found unerring dire&ors ; 1 woold 
with a peculiar emphafis and earneftnefs requeft youog 
men of fortune, ability, and poHQied education, not to caft 
off the iludy of the Greek writers, when they leave school, or 
the university.. A few hours devoted to this study in every, 
week will preferve and improve their knowledge. It will 
animate the whole mafs of their learning, will give colour 
to their thoughts and precision to their exprefsions. There; 
is no necefsity either to quote or to fpeak Greek ; but the 
constant perufal of the historians, philofophers, orators, 
and poets will be felt and perceived. In parliament and at 
the bar it would be most confpicuous. faj They who are 

wife 



N OT t. 

(a) Plutarch describes the first Marcellus, (the first of 
that distinguished race) as a warrior of experience and intrepi* 
dity, humane and polished in his manners, and a great lover 
of the Greek literature ; the words are these : T-n fjnv c^bvei^ 
?roXspuxo(, T9) ^vffsi (piKo7roX$iA,os' roff is aXKu rpciray <rcj(ppuv^ 
<P«Xav0pft;rroJ, ExXtjvixnf vatiuas xai \v/m^ ay^^i tb rifAov xeu 
QmufJM^tiv rw xaro^Savrftf, spacrrif^^* Plut. Vit. Marcell. p. 
^42. vol. 2. £d. Bryan.— As we have now so 'many gmtUmen of 

fortune 
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vhti mlVUcr^ily attend to' thij? recomtttencfetlonr, wlncTj 
iM^t be dirinierefted, aiid' proce^di ffoni: lorig eXpc^* 
vience. ' i / • .x . - v r . . - 

In regard to t!ie manner, arid the plan of ihis Poem on the 
P. of t»* I have fooiething to fay, but my rcfpeft to the 
reader prevents me from faying much. It afjpires not to 
the manner or the praife of the Dunci ad, or to any. 
thing Whatf6ever in common with^that great. performance. . 
TFic ariginal motive of it however, in my opinion, is as faf 
fupcrior in importance and dignity, sui the ppwer and abi- 
lity of the author fall ftiort of that poetical excellence; 
Kfhich none hereafter can hope to rival or perhaps to attain. 
It's general subject is Literature however exerted, whe- 
iRer for th« benefit, or for the injury of mankind. Jt has 
nothing of the mock epick. It is a dialogue; has something. 
oT a dramaiick cast, and is an excursus. The subjects fol- 
low each other and if I am not mistaken, they 9re nei- 
ther copfounded nor confused. If there be in the whole 
composition any passage, any sentence, or any exp||-es- 
»!on, Tvhich according to the specifick nature of the sub- 
ject, cau justly offend even female delicacy ; whicln from 
the manner of it,^ a gentleman would refuse to write, or 
a man of virtue to admit into his thoughts; which vio- 
lates the high, and discriminating and honourable, and 
.. , ^ . . ■ \ . direQing 

"•■*•''*■'■" r | . -t , .. ■ ■ 

» O T E-. 

jiTtune, family^ edncatiorty 'and MVuy among the ofRrrrs of 
the army and the militia, ! wifli they may' read this, note, and' 
^e induced to empioy so4i^ of their, vacant houri \sx valuable. 
stadte^; antf, like the great chitfs among tfie ancients, rcsv^mp 
^jjd vindicate the honpiir of learned miiiiary leisure. 
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'flifeSirig ^Mh(5?ples of htiman conduft,* it* is to iric matter 
of ferioasahd offofemn regret." I am not coiifcious^ df 
laving admitted any. such passage, or fentence, or expres^ 
'sion. • I ha\rc mever yet heard suck an objeftion to mf 
work. If n can be poiitted out, I wilferafe it with much 
concern and with great indignation. . 

I should alFo give a few words to the manner of the 
notes which I have annexed, and which are fo frequent 
and so copious. I wished tiot, as Boileau expreffes it, ta 
prepare tortures for any future Salmasius^ (J) and I toa, 
weH know my own insignificance to expeft any com* 
meht on my writings, but from my own pien, I have 
made no allusions which I did not mean to explain* But I 
had spfnejllting further in my intention. The notef are 
not alwiay.s fneyrely explanatory ; they are (if I hawc bee* 
able tpe^QCM^e.Qiy intentibn) of a structure rather pj^culiair 
to tJieroSnelvcs. Many of them are of a paturc bc^weefi 
«ncss9y a^d an explanatory comment* There U inuc)i 
m?t,ter in a little compafs, fuited to the exigency of ih^ 
times. A§ they take no particular form of coippositiofi, 
they are not matter of criticifm in that particular cespcS^ 
I expatiated on tj)e «:afuj4 fijhjea which prefented itfelf; 
and. when ancient gr mQdern writerfi expreOedthe thought^ 
bcttex than I ^could myffflf, I have given the original 
langu^es. Ng niati has a §r^ater contempt for the pa- 
r^^e ^f quotation (as fuch) than I have. My defign ip 
-np^ ta 4v}pt^.wordj5, but tp enforce right fentiment* in 

the 
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C/J " Aux Saumaiscs'futurs preparer des tortures." 
^"^ ,- .V . / '^ , Boil. Sat. 9. r. 64. 
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the manner which I think beft adapted to the puq)ore, 
after much refletUon. To moft of my readers tbofe lan- 
guages are familiar ; and if any perfon, not particularly 
converfant in them, Ihould honour the notes with a pe- 
rusal, I think the force of the obfervations may be felt 
without attending to the Greek 01; Latin. In all regular 
compositions I particularly dislike a mixture of languages. 
It is uncouth or inelegant, and fometimes marks a want 
ofpowerinthe writer. In works of any dignity or con- 
fequence, it is advifeable, if a paffage from any ancient 
author is quoted, to translate that passage in the text^ and 
put the original at the bottom of the page, if neceflary. 
We have in this respefl the authority and example of 
Cicero, Bishop Hurd, and Sir William Jones. 

In general, I could say all I wished in the text and 
comment. Some fubjects are indeed so important, that 
they should be held forth to publick light, and viewed in 
every point, SATtRE, in this respect, has peculiar forc-e. 
Vice is not unfrequently repressed, and folly, pre- 
•umptnotts ignorance, and conceit sometimes yield or vanish 
at the first attack, and like the fabled spirits before the spell 
of the enchanter. 

Prima vel voce CdXitr^xi 

C!Mir^^«ll/,CARMIN(2U£TIM£NT AUDIRES£CUNDUM./^^y 

I again declare to the publick, that neither my name^ nor 
my situation in life will ever be revealed. Conjectures are 
free and open to the world. Every one is at liberty to fancy 
cafes, and make whatever comparisons he thinks proper. 
But suppositions will never amount to facts, nor wild con- 
jectures have the force of argument. I pretend not to be 

•* the 
{g) Lucan, L. 6. v. £^7. 
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•• the sole depositary of my own secret ;" but where It is 
confided, there it will be presjcrvcd and locked up for ever. 
I have an honourable confidence in the human charaEler, 
when properly educated and rightly inftrufted. My secret 
will for ever be preferved, I know ^ under every change of 
fortiTnc or of political tenets, while honour, and virtue, and 
religion, and friendly affection, and erudition, and the prin* 
ciples of a gentleman, have binding force and authority 
upon minds so cultivated and so dignified. 

My Poem and all and each of the notes to it were written 
without any co-operation whatsoever. I expect the fullest 
assent and credit to this my solemn assertion. I expect it, 
because I speak the truth. I have not been assisted hy any 
Doctors in any faculty. If indeed I had written to please 
a particular man, a minister, a chijcf in opposition, a party, 
any set, or any description of men exclusively^ literary or 
political, there is not a man of understanding In the coun* 
try who does not perceive that \ should, or rather that I 
must^ have written in another style, thought and argument. 
Of such motives I profess myself nor skilled nor'studious. 
My appeal is direct to my country. I know and feel the 
situation in which at this moment she stands. There is 
now no balance left in Europe. All is preparing to sink 
under One desolating Tyranny. My opinion how- 
ever is, that by the mercy of Providence, and by the unre* 
mitted attention and labours of our constitutional statesmen, 
and the united efforts of all that are loyal, brave, opulent, 
piowerful, or dignified, we may yet '' be able to stand in 
" THIS EVIL DAY, and having done all to stand." 
Let us 5tand therefore, as the chofen nation of old, the in* 
sulaced memorial of true Religion, and the only Asylum 

of 
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ojF balanced Liberty. I profess my&elf cdnvincei, mi 
therefore have I written. I entered into the fanSuary of 
the Hebrews and heard the voice of their prophet: Cr«» 
•* didi, propter quod locutus sum:** This ws^s the voicie 
which I heard, and it was a voice, as Milton would expres$ 
it, *' thundering out of Sion." Under this persuasion ajai 
conviction, I will say of this work, there is in it but pUi^ 
hand, and one intention. It wiH be idle to conjecturi^ 
concerning the author, and more than foolish to he vcff 
inquisi^tive* To my adversaries I have nothing to reply. 
1 never will reply. I could with the most perfect charity 
sing a requiem over their deceased criticisms, if I were 
mastet of what Statins calls the *' Exequiale sacrum, car- 
menque minoribus umbris utile, [hy* Those whom I wished 
to please, I have pleased. If I have diffused any light, it is 
from a single orb, whether temperate in the horizon, or 
blading in the meridian^ If I culminate at all,, it is from 
the Equator* 

Thus much to silly curiosity and frivolous garrulity*. 
But to persons of higher minds, and of more exalted and 
more generous principles, who have- the spirit to under<« 
stand, and the patience to consider, the nature and the 
labour of my work, I would address myself in other lan- 
guage, *nd with ot^r arguments. I would declare to 
thevii that when I consider the variety and importance and 
extent of the subjects, I might say that it was written, 
" though for no other cause, yet for this, that posterity 
** may know, that we have not loosely through silence per* 
** mitted things to pass away as in a dream/' 1 would 
declare ^X^o to ihcm^ that I deliver it as A liter ary 

MANIFESTO 

(h) Stat, Th^b. L. 6. v. 123. 
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MANIFESTO to this kingdom in a season unpropitious to 
learning or to poetry, in a day of darkness and of thick 
gloominess, and in an hour of turbulence, of terror, and 
of uncertainty. Such persons will be satisfied, if the great 
cause of mankind, of regulated society, of religion, of 
government, and of good manners, is attempted to be 
maintained with strength and with the application of 
learning. To them it is a matter of very little, or rather 
of no moment at all by whom it is cfFeSed. They have 
scarce a transitory question to make on the , subject. To 
such understandings 1 willingly submit jny composition, 
^nd to them I dedicate the Work. 

I shall only add, that if they should read all the Parts 
of this Poem on the Pursuits of Literature with candour 
and with attention, whatever the connection betweea 
them, or whatever the method may be, they will most as- 
suredly -find " that uniformity of thought and design^ which ^ 
" will always be found in the writings of the fame person, 

M WHEN HE WHITES WITH SIMPLICITY AND \^ 
** EARN EST.'' 
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THX 

PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 

PIALOQUE THE FOURTH AND LAST.f 






AUTHOR. 

t/H, for' that sabbath's dawn ere Britain wept. 

And JFrance before the Cross believed and slept ! 

(Rest to the state, and slumber to the soul !} 

Ere yet the brooding storm was heard to roll 

In fancy's ear o'er many an Alpine rocl:, 

Or Europe trembled ^t the fated shock ; 

Ere by his lake Geneva's angel stood. 

And way'd his scroll prophetick (a) o'er the f!<K>d, 

Sa With 

(aj It is remarkable that in Swiixtrbnd z)^i^tsirtd the thrbk 
ricKiovsji whose priaciples, doitrinea, aod practice, (as it seems 

^ First printed in July 1797* J Lycpphron, Cassand. r. 3* 
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With names (as ^et tlnheattt>ana symbols drear, 
Calvin in front, and Neckar in the rear j . iq 

. -^ .-- ' 'But 

to me) have primarily and ultimately ^edeH the great change 
and downfall of regal and of all lavirful power m Eurbgp. Cajv Jn^' 
in religion; Rousseau, in politicks ; andNeckar by his adminis- 
tration. Calvin and his disciples were never friends to 
monarchy and episcopacy ; but I shall not hen contend politically 
or theologically Dtrich Bishop Horsley concerning Calvin. 
A poet's words are better for a poet. I have looked into history 
and, as I think, have found them true. Dryden speaks of Calvin 
thus, and remarkably enough ; 

The last of all the litter scap*d by cbaijc^, 
" AndfrQm Geneva fir it infested Fr ance." 

(Hind and PjiiUher. B. i. y.ijiJ^ 

RoussE Au, (I tpeak of him ahly as a political writer) by the un- 
justifiable, arbitrary, and cruel proceedings against him, his 
writings and his person, in France, (where he was a stranger and 
to whose tribunsds he was not amena|3le) was'stimulated to pur- 
sue his researches into the origin and expedience of j»r^ govern- 
ment, and of such oppression, which, otherwise, he probably 
never would have discussed ; till he reasoned himself into the 
defperate doftrinc of political equality, and gave to th^ world 
his fatal present, '* The Social Cori^tra^.-* Of this work the FrcinchV 
sioc^ the Revolution, have never once lost sight. With them it 
is first and last, and midst, and without end in all their thoughts 
and publick anions. Rousseau ts, Ibefieve, the only ma^ to 
whom they have paid an implicit and vndeyfiatirtg reverence; and,* 
without a figurci have worfliipped in tlie Pantheon of their new 
* ■ t' ' " ■ ' - • idolatryj 
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But chief Equality's vairt:prie8tVRoliSscati, 
A sage in sorrow irisrs'd, arid gaurit wi*h woe, 

. ! ' S3 By 

idolatry, IFkfe anothci" Gl^cmos, ** thfc obscene dread of Gallia's 
sons." — Different from these, came Neckar. With intentions, 
as I am still inclined to tkink» upright, .pure an<3 juil^ but with a 
mind impotent and unequal to the great work, and with princi- 
ples foreign to the iiature of the gov<ernmeht he was called to 
regulate, reform and condudl ; a fatal ftranger for France^ He 
^/^ffised't^erj subjc^ sacred and civil with too much ^erSiagi. 
^e Was^sandioi^ed by popular prejudice, and marked by aristo'^ 
cratidal haired ; a sort of •* Arpiaas Folscsrunt a monte,** He came 
to lay open and disclose (and' be did lay them open to the very 
bottmn) the ■ mystery' ahd iniquity of Frehclr finance and of 
French treasutiet* But be brought with him to the concerns Of 
a gi-earaftd tottering empire, {vth^ch /leri^aps nfight have been 
maihtaipcid . and V<7w&/(^«/tf</]^ thfe little mind of a provincial 
banker, awd the vanity ittseparable from "hondaniiature, whcii 
elevated beyond hopeior expedlatioh. What was the conse- 
quence ? for a while indeed, . . 

Hlc Cirttbfos et summa pericula rerurti * 
Exci/iit, et sot us trepidantciw/rfl/ifg'// Urbcm.f 

Btitf tfie htiginal li^aveh irt >^'/ political Composition ^^i^^jiojiularx 
and that leavened the whole lump. We know th6 reft. His ad- 
vice," first ill the cailiiig togetheV (at all) of the States General^ and 
afterwards in the form^tioh and distribution of them, gave the 
devoted King to the scaffold, and the monarchy of France to 
irreveF6ibk-d4#olutioB.- I speakthis ifi^ependently of the grand 
conspirBcy'againft Chriktianity, iregal" power, and social order, 
which has been so awfully antf so convincingly disclosed by 
" ' , \ ' . the 

t Juv* Sat, 8. V. 249, . . . . ' 
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By persecution train'4 . wd popish zeal. 
Ripe mthhkrvttqn^ to frametht dirc(*),apqppa^y 
What time its work the Citizen began. 
And gave to France ^be social savage, Man; 

Was it for this, ii^ Leo's fost'rilig reign ' ; 
. Learning uprosi^ with tempests in her .train; 

the eloquent AbbeBarruql tf and Professor RoUson v since l,fir/f 
wrote the precedii^g reflection s.^For my owa part when leon- 
jtemplate the conversions of Europe, and the fatal dfesolatioa 
which attends republican ipriociptep^ foh^cver thfysre miruhKed^ 
J. cannot but rest wiith a niofneatary pleasure on the {wdnre^ 
which Plato, in his maginary republkki (tbe onlf oae I ever conld 
bear) has draiwn of a man fatigued with the' viev^. of pubiick 
affairs/ and retiring fromihem in the hope of ttaoquttity. The 
sentiments arerSMf^h.;a^ t2»e Frenab ibrmerly would have called^ 
" Les Dchssemcns^ 4$ Phcmme lensiUfi^** Tbe words ^re these : 
*• Tavra TcavroL XoyMTpwu XaCwv, r^auy^^f iX«v nai ra^ou/rs ffctr- 
Twv, oiO> £V yjijjuovi xavioprts xat ^aXrjS viro Tiyzvyuxr^s (fspofjLsvi^ 
into Tg»5^iov vTuoa-rxs^'ofuv t«$^ akXas ^aroLiriyi.TskayLiinii avofjuar^ 
ayocva Ei TTTS »vtos -^ocBocpos aSmixs r& ydu ■ Motrwv spywv, t'ov re 
evQcch C»ov QicuGsrcx.1, tmi rw a^oKhafnit avm lAira MoXnt MkKiiw 
iXsus re xai BU(jiBvns aTrfl^XM^gTOw." ' ... 

Fkto de Repub. L. 6. p* 496, Op. vol, 2^ Ed. Serranu 

(ij «« I^e Contrat Social, par J. Jv Rousseau, Crxovau dc 
Geneve. 1 ' .- .•"'•. ^< . . - -^ 

' ■ ' ' ■ ■ .'. ' "r '' V ' " * ' * ' ' ' ' • ' - ' ' ' ' 

X S£,e Memoir^s poor servir i I'Histoixe do Jacobinisme, par 
Mr. L*Abbe Baruel : and V. -Proofs of a Conspiracy against all 
the Religions and Governments in Europe^ in the fccret Meet- 
ings of Free Masons, Illuminati, &c, &c." By Professor Robison 
of Edinburgh, (17974 . . 
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Was evciy glc4m dertitful^evel•y raf 
Bat idle spfendor from thfc orb of day ? ' • 2t^ 

Ssff were the vidtims mark'd from earliest time, 
the Flamens conscious of a Nation's crime? 
■yV^hy smoafc*d the altars with the new perfume. 
If h^av*^n8 bvv^n fire dtscemfe but' to donsume ? 
Alas, prpuiiGallia^s fabrick to the ground . 
Wliatarn^shall level, or vrKki might cotifotmd! 

* Oil for that hand, \yhich o*er the walls of Troy {c) 
His ligfatnicig blandished tt;^/l afummfoy, 

; ;: S'4 Her 

' (c)lt certaifily would he ctHvenient^ (i/ we can for a moment 
trifle with su^h a sUbjetft s(s the present Prettch war) to rharch 
to Partsy ^' andlikt another (Bfyarit)/r/ anotbtr Trty.*'' Sec ** a 
Dissertatfoittdftcernlng the Warof Troy, and the Expedition of 
the Gredahs, asdefCribed by Homer ; sh€wih^ that no such exp&* 
dition was undertaken, and that no such city of Phrygia existed.** 
t^ubliihed in 17961 but there is no date to the title page* I find 
it difficult to give an opinion on thjs ingenious treatise. What* 
ever comes from the author of ** The Analysis of ancient My- 
thology**^ should be treated with 'Virj great respect. His cha- 
racter is f venerable, and Hit erudition, as I think, without; 

an 

.f S(pe.Mr* Bryant't cha^^aeter delineated iiv the Punuita of;. 
LUerature, Dialogue II. v. 189, i&c. 
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Her state, her arms, her fleets^ her very iianie , , j 
pave, as in mock'ry, to poetick farac^ 30 

.Ana 



an eqaal. Of all sabjech. I should; have thought this subject 
Was oOe> on which anchqdify'iriighf have bcc^ ihsfifittcd-wilh. 
out ofFenfcc.;-Y?C this has Jiot; been theca^. ThcoffeiKchls 
been considered as deep and wide, and the influence of the 
principle, tii 's6ine respects^ dihgerdu^ ifid sltiimiSgr -Tltc 
faith of history ha^ been x:q);TiieDted as attacked in its ftrongeft 
fortress, and even the facred writings, as natter of hiftorical 
faith^ implicated in the disc^(fionf ^.Some. persons, have even 
declared that Mr. Bryant had no rig^it to touch the subject. 
That nothing can be more cqotrary'to reaspn than to suppose, 
that the existence of a city, and a w^r, of which we have read 
with delight from our boyifh dayi, could be called in queftion. 
That their pleasure is snatched fj[oq| them; and - suqh a poem^ 
without an historical ffd* fo|r.a.ba£s^ cannot be interetUng, 
They allow the amplification of poetry, and it's ^mbeUishxnents* 
and even the anachronisms of Hpmer* But Troy did «xift» 
and the Grecians did once besiege it, and Hector, Achilles, 
Agamemnon^ and Diomede were as real heroes, as the Arch- 
duke, ChaHes^ Buonaparte, Lord Cornwallis, or Tippoo Saib 
in modern wars, f really should smile at many of t)iese objec- 
tions, if they did not frequently come from persons of conse- 
quence and of learning* Most certainly however I will quar- 
rel with no man V about Sir Arcfay *s great Grandmother/* They 
who are acquainted with the science and subject of /r«3/i^/7//i>x 
will beft decide the queftionfor themselves, and I will not intrude 
my judgment. ~ It is a queftioft of probability, and not of proof. 
For my own part^I srm equally pleased with a poem founded on the 

sietamOf 
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And svitii'ifie iSre'^of PMlip*s son, uhfurl'd- ^ 
His ckssick standard o'er a wond'ring world> 

: . Till 



iDjetamorphosis of Apuleias or on any modern fiction, if all tbe 
cfsential and integral parts of a poem are preferred ; if the 
characters, manners, and adlions are human, and conaiHent with 
the fuppofed situations of the perfonages. This to me is jCufficient ; 
and perhaps poetry, as fuchj may be a gainer by Mr. Bryant's 
interpretation, f'rather hail ihe omen in thcfe times of pqetjcai 
ftenlity. But nothing can be further from the dignity of Mr* 
Bryant's chara^fler, than the imputation of havin^j attacked the 
Tai|h and credibility of ancient, or of any, hutory. It is fcarcely 
entitled to notice. What was Troy ? with what part of hidory 
IS it cpnneded ? Is not the Trojan war an infulatcd folitary 
fa^ ? if it wen? done away, is any historical event whatever 
made to' fjjll "with it ? When it is stated that four hundred and 
'thirtj ships (no matter of what size^ were employed by the 
Grecians in the Trojan war in the. twelfth century, and only 
tighty nint in the l^eloponnesian war in the fifth century before 
Chcift, is thismatterof /^r/Vxfj hiflory ? Is not the whole allowed 
to pafs'even the bounds of any probability, but that of a poet? 
I remember hearing a gentleman ftate similar queilions to thefe 
with mych earneftnefs aiid. apparent convidion, but without 
warmth. He feemed to underlland fomcthing of the fubject ; 
and though V concdved fonrie points were preffed indifcreetly 
and unnecefsaMly by Mr. Bryant, I replied that I thought 
ne€UFly as he did, and I faid with the naost good-natured ETrcp^t} 
of the Academicks, «* Almst thou persuadeft me to be a 
^rijantian.^^'^l think they who .arc the ftrongeft ia oppofition 
.. ,, . to 
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Till " timer's sprite did tiemble all for grief, 
Andiurs'd tfa' access erf" that celestial thief.'* (rf) 
Oh, for a Bryant's hand ! 

dCTA- 



t6 Mr. Sryanty if they were even Inqoisitors^, and could force 
him to hold a lighted torch in his hand, and make a retra£iatioii 
of his errors,, and the amtnde honorable in the JS^/rV# di notrt Dana 
deCvBELE Mere de tous les Dieux fdiens^ would be contented with 
the Catholick form of words ; •* Questi erano gii fcherzi d*una 
penna poetica, non gli fentimcnti d*un animbcatolico !" Yet 
considering all that I have heard, and the quarter from which it 
came, Curius quid fentit, et ambo ScijiiadJy and the insignificance 
of the queftion itfelf^ but as a matter of amufempnt ; though 
in common with many others, I should have loft muchindiviclaai 
gratification and inferuftion, yet I wifh this Difeettatioh on 
• the war of Troy had never been ivritten ai all\ 

{d) Two lilies from Sir Walter Raleigh's Sonnet, prefixed 
to Spcnfcr's Fairy Queen. 



$ I am (ufcGiIiert WakefieJd is. even mor§ th^ an hfmJ^r iQf 
all his principles literary^ civil, and religious. See his indecent 
letter to Mr. Bryant on the war of Troy. Bat above all, fee 
his Letter to Mr. Wilberforce* The Scerefary to- the Diike-of 
Alvaunder Philip ILorthePiiblick Accafer pf cJ»e Revoktioiu 
ary Tribunal, under Robetfpierre, never exhibited fuch a 
paper. There is no deceit in Qiibert Wakefeld i tie'is^ just what 
h</eems. It is plain to fee lu^p^/ he experts, and 'u;^ he write** 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Methinks you smile, 
^Ahd fain woiild land me on the wand'ririg isle, ' > 
Where the learn'd drain Acrasia's foaming bowl. 
Till rotmd the Sf$f( their heads with GebeIin'»(^)roll;. 
\/ ,'■''*. 'Nor 

(ij Gehclin.'^li m^ny persons in the learned world h^ve thought 
Mr«Bryant\uiad vised in the discussion of the war of Troy in the 
twelfth century A. C. what must we say to Mr. Court de Gebe^i 
]tn, who ha& actually endeavoured to reeison m into a ielief^ 
that, ibe Founders of the Roman Statt^ Romulus tf«^ Remus, wci^ 
only allegorical personages, and were in reality representatives 
of M^ Sun and worshipped as such, Mr.Gebelin is a nian of thfi 
inost various erudition, and if be were as well known as Mr.' 
Bryant, his attenf>pt would have been noticed. But few people 
perhaps have bad the curiosity to looH into nine volumes in 410 
of the *' Monde Priinitif fin^lyii^e^f ^gnipare avec le Monde Mo« 
derne par M. Court de GebeXin*" It i9liy be entertaining to some 
persons, if I give a fenu p(krtlcnlars of this singular question. 
The fmrth Volume of Mr. Gebelin's work consists of the 
V ijiftoire Reiigieux du Caiea^n'er, ou de& Fetes Anciennes." 
Thc^M Chapter of the tecotid Book (Vol. 4 ) is the '^ Histoire 
<|^,ft Gijneauji Ronv^ins Romulus et Remus.'' Mr. G. says, 
** Les RamaifUs eureot aum Uurs AlUgoFJes sur le dtfuhle Soleil sue-' 
cessif de Vannee; ils Va/t/diquerent .a leur Remus ct Romulus* 
Les nonw sont allegvriques^ et tous relpfjfs a Vqnfiee.^* p. ^64. 
RemuS) it seems, signified the Sun in the winter^ and Romulus, 
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Norheedthepauseof (/jPouglas, Wakefield^s ragd^ 
Nor Hallam (^) trembling for the sacred page, 40 

Nor 



it M^ summer f By an wjy proof, he s^ys^ "" lis en firent la fiic 
dcs immures pour RemureSf &c. p. 263. In the sixth chapter 
of the same book, we fead: Nous avons W dans le chapitrc 
f^ecedenty qilie Romulits etoit le sole 11 ;l q^e tout, le /irouvoi/, 
—And what is the proof? Truly this; " Le nom de sa mere, 
celuJ de son pere, son frere, la mort de son frcre (Remus)^ son 
propre nom, &c. &c; Q^£. D.-^Mr. Gebelin has not yet done, 
i>or is Mr. delielin yet satisfied. He next convert?, by meadsof 
his solar niicroscope, Romtjius into Hercules! Bat hear his words. 
•*^ Ce qu^exprimoient a cet ^gard les Grecs par TApothcose d* 
if<rrr«/^,lcsRomains Texprimcrent par rApothcdscde Romulus.'' 
But when he speaks of QaWw, another name of Romulus, 
the force of art and o^ proof czn go no further. Hear him again, 
** Quirzntfs (nom de Romulus) la traduction literale de Mel^ 
carthe^ on Melicerte^ que portoit Hercule chez ks Tjriens, est 
tJNE AUTRE PREUVE, qu^ofi regardott RoMULUS comme le So- 
LEiL." p. 269!!!!!! — I cannot help observing that in this same 
4th Vol. p. 4Z2. Mr, Gebelin informs us that, ♦* Sur le iS'Fcv- 
rier on celebroit la Fete de Romulus^ and at the same time, (rather 
hiauspiciously to be sure) on celebroit la fete d'es |.'o,ux." I 
suppose on the celebration of la Fste desFovx,' cards of in- 
vitation were sent round by tiie Pontifex Maximus to the ^nti^^ 
quaries of those days, and I really think, if Mr. Gebelin had been 
produced Ut that time, he would not have been without his card^ 
with a few others, to be distributed among his frUnds^^^lndetd 
tbese delir amenta doctrina are sometimes amusing, but in reality 
they are rather a subject of serious regret from their conse- 
quences 
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Nor Gillies {h) crying^ what ^all we peruse? 
What is my work ? mere records of the Musej 
And lo ! by Buonaparte's iron pen, (/) 
The tale of Rome may be Troy-s tale again. 



AUTHOR. 



quenc^ on the publick mind* There 13 no end to the absardtties 
from this source, when we resolve all ancient persons and 
events into allegories and Egyptian mysteries ; till as we have 
juft seen, Romulus a^d R^mi^s,/^^ ftfvW^r^ of the Roman Em-^ 
fiire, become (according io Monsieur Gebelin's Or<//r of Firings 
afier a grand Escopetterie, or volley, ofSerJients andftars) trans- 
formed into Roman Suns ; Remus in the Winter^ and Romulus' 
i« the ^«isfwwfr!— See iYie proofs above. 

(/) The RtrRey. Dr. John Douglas, the present Bishop of 
Salisbury, (1797.) Author of the Criterion, and of other 
^cute piepes of |pe^oning, which will be long remembered and 
admired* 

(^) Dr. Hallam, the present Dean of Briftol. /'1797O 
(^) Author of a History of Greece* 

(/) The tremendous conqu'e(ls of Buonaparte in Italy and in 
permany remind as too nfuch of the words of the Roman His- 
torian, ** Si Cavtivos ai/iteresf Molossi, Thcssali, Macedones 
Brnttius, Apulius; //pomp as, aurum^ purpuras, signa, tabular, 
TarentinaBque dcliciae/V Flor, Lib. i. C. 18. (1797.) 
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AUTHOR. 

Noi other thoughts my laboring soul employ, 

That springs anew to long-forgotten joy; 

I range in Fancy's consecrated round, 

And meet the poet on a poet's ground. 

Nor seek historick truth of time and place. 

Put truth of manners, character and grace. 50 

The Baxds who once the wreaths of glory wore, 
Cloath'din translucent veil their wondrous Iprcj . 
The tales they sung a willing age believ'd, 
Charm'd into truth, and without guile deceived. 
Where'er they rov'd, young Fancy and the Muse ^ 
Wav'd high their- mirror of a thousand hues; 
They gaz'd; and as in varying guise pourtray'd 
Aereal phantoms hov'ring round them play'd, 
Gave to each fleeting form, that shot along. 
Existence everlasting as their song ; ^o 

And as by nature's strength the tablet grew, 
Jlapture the pencil guided as they dfcw. 

OCTA. 
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OCTAVIUS, 

Nay, now you soar indeed;, another flight. 

And the wing*d courser beacs you from my sight : 

youVe strangely mov'd. 

AUTHOR. 

The matter is my own; 
I never sjjar'd the profits of the gown. 
Nor yet, with Horace and myself at war. 
For rhyme and viftuah [h) left the starving Bar; 

I never 

(h) Tills wat lately done by Willmm Bofcawen. Efquirc^ an 
Etonian^ first a Barristtr at Law, now a Comxaifsioner of the 
f^ett/aUiitg Office, and (by an eafy transition) Translator of 
Horace. Nfgaias artifsx aqui voctj* (Pers. Prol.) In this rewsUu 
of my worky I have no more i^ace to allot to Mr. Bofcawen 
pt his rhymes. It is the fate of fdme men to describe the history 
of an art, without making.anyy&rtf^r^jjinit themselves, to write 
verfes without infpiration> and fatirical poems without fatire, 
Sut what said Boileau ? 

*' Attaquer Chapelain ? ah ! c'cst un si bon homme : 

•• II est vrai, s'il m'eiit crft, qa'il n'eut point fait des vcrif • 

** // se tite & rimer. Que n ecrit il en profe ? 

** f Voila ce que Ton dit. £/ £»^ disjc autre choft ? 

f Boileaa Sat. 9. 
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J never lov*d DeM Dewlap's vacant. looks,/ 
Or purchased empty, praise from empty bpoksj 7o 
I leave at sales the undisputed reign 
To milk-white {i) Gosset, ^nd Lord (k) Spencer's 
train. 

No 



(i) Not a bookfeller of reputation in London, Payne, Ed<v 
wards, White, Robfon, Egerton, Faulder, &c« &c is unacquain^ 
ted with T>T. Gofsct'$ *• milk-'whitt vellum books," when he . 
wishes to m^ke an exchange. The Reverend little BibliopoUsh 
Dr. Gofset is President at all Bookfales in the metropolis, and he 
certainly is a good fcholar. I believe the . aoftioneer always 
waits for its entrance, as the Sf0aker of the H. of C. waits for 
Mr. Pitt, before publick businefs begins. He is Inquisitor 
General of all editions, from the Editto Prihcep^of the Florente 
Homer, down to the last edition o{ Ignoramus. Do6lor Cosset's 
pricid catalogues in i^u tnvn hand are faid cobe. in an uminterrufiud 
feries, except one. They are alfo fajd to be equal in ufe and 
value to ^^ The curious collection, . in regular and undotAted 
** fucceiTion of «// the Tickets of the JsHngtoB Turnpike from it's/r/# 
*^ inftitutiqn to the aotb of May inclusive,** recordCf^ among tJbe 
presents made to the Antiquarian Society, when Sir Matthew- 
Mite was admitted Fellow. (Foote's Nabob, Act n.) I bclievq 
(but fee the Society's Archselogia for the record) that it took 
p}ace before the Reverend Mr. Brand was the reading S?cf<^tary, 
or the Earl of Leicester /^<r f/p^tt/«/ President of the SociETy 
OF Antic^jaribs* N. B. No perfon is x^iju obliged to make 
an inauguration fpeeich, when he is admitted Fellow of the 

Antiquarian 
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No German nonsense sways my English heart, 

Unus'd at ghosts and rattling bones to start : 

I never chose, in various nature strong, 

Logick for verse, or history for song ; 

But at the ms^ick of Torquato-s strajn^ 

Disarmed and captive in Armid^'s chain. 

To Godfrey's pomp Rinaldo still prefer. 

Nor care if ranting Wakefield (Jzk) thijiks I ern 80 

T To 

Antiquarian Society. The noble Pnsident observed in we rfkis 
spee^lui^ that the custom ceased and determined at Sir Matthew 
Mite's election, «/ ajijieared by the record^ copied by Mr. Foote 
and inserted in his Nabob.— Ego fi risi, lividus et morday 
ridear? The little Doctor, I think, will be the first to smile 
himself. He should know the value of time, and is an ingenious, 
learned, sensible, and chearful man. 

(k) The Rt. Hon, Earl Spencer, the munificent, and I'may 
add, the learned, sensible, and very intelligent collector of every 
valuable work in literature. I record with pleasure his ^' PeUa* 
tine JJiqIU,^^ that mwiu^ JfioUine digram / 

Ui) Gilbert Wakefield.— We give up (but with great reluc- 
tance) Virgil, Horace, and Lucretius to his torturing hours, but 
we will not give up the Constitution of England, sacred or civil. 
*^ Criticus adsuetus urere, secare, inclementer omnis generis 
*^ libros tractare, apices, syllabas, voces, dictiones confodere, et 
<' stylo exigere, non continebit iste ab integro (Republics 
<« nostra) statu crudeles ungues? &c. &c» Orat, PeifiBur- 
manni Lugd. Bat. i7ao. 
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To Hurd, not (/) Parr, my Muse submits her lays, 
Plcas'd with advice, without a lull for praise. 
Fond to correct, but never to defend. 
And him who marks her errors, deems herfriend; 
With patriot aim' and no irreverent rage, 
Without one stain of party on the page, • 
From Grecian springs her strength, her art she draws. 
Firm in her trust, ennobled in her cause; 
Her moral none, the verse some few disdain. 
Yet not a note she sounds shall sound in vain, 90 
While Bryant (m) in applause with Baker («) joins, 
GifTord ((?)approvps, and Storer (y/) loves the lines; ' , 

Though 

(l) Sec my account of Dr. Parr's style and writings. P* of L. 
Dialogue III. Sec, with the notes. When the reader has con- 
sidered the whole, perhaps he may be inclined to s^y with tjb^, 
comick poet of Athens, 

riTiAov TO f*67« KOMnOA AKT0OT irmv f 

Aristoph. Achnrn. Sub fin. 

(m) Jacob Bryant, Esq. Author of the Analysis of Ancient 
Mythology, &:c. &c. &c. See his character in the Second 
Dialogue of the P. of L. to which 1 refer. 

(ft) ,Sir George Baker, Bart. Physician to the King, a Gen- 
tlen)an of deep and extensive classical knowledge. His conipo. 

sitions 
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Thovgh stiU, a stranger in the sacred clime. 
Some s^y, I Jove not poetry, but rhyme. 

Offspring of other times, ye visions old ! 
Legends, no more by gentle h^ncjs unroU'd, 
Magnanimous deceits ! where favoured youth 
Finds short repose from forniidable truth! 
Qh witness if, e'er silent in your praise, 
rvepass'cj in vice or sloth inglorious days, loo 
But raised for jrou my firm unaltered voice> 
Fancy my guide, and solitude my choice. 

T a Though 

sitioas are written in the purest Latinity, nuortfy rf an Etonian 
His situation in life su$cipnt)y 4ec)jire9 his profeffional talents. 

(o) William GifF9rd, £s<|. Author of the Baviad and the 
Maeviad. ^ 

(fi) Anthony Storer, Esq. a Gentleman of fortune and 
faihion, talents and accemplifhments. He was educated at 
£toa and Cambridge. . His attainments in literature are various 
aad considerable ; and few men have a nicer fkill in the prin* 
copies of just and legitimate composition than Mr. Storer. Hi 
iasreaJQvivriLiAVi with efeS^ (Mr. Storer will underiland 
ipe perfedly) and he has drawn his knowledge and judgment 
, frp^i the beft writers, and criticks of antiquity and of modem 
times. ' ^ 
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Though now no Syren voice be heard, no strain 
Ascend from Pindus(5), or Arcadia's jdain; 
No Graces round th' Olympian throne of Jove 
Bid the nine virgins raise the chant of love. 
The haip of Taliessin (r) lies unstrung. 
Close by the loom, where Death'sdread sisters sung; 
Unfelt each charm of Odin's magick tree. 
With many an uncouth Runick (j) phantasy, up 
The symbol deep, and consecrated rhyme, 
Trac'd with due reverence in the northern clime. 

Though 

(q) I mean by these and several following lines to obsprve^ 
that the Pagmn Fable is now exhaufted, and the specious mira* 
cles of Gcthick Rfmante have ner^r of late years produced a 
poet. Perhaps the latter were more adapted to true poetry 
than the pagan inventions. "VVitness the sublimer prodadions 
of modern Italy; 

(r) h year or two ago proposals were oflfered by Mr. QweQ 
to publish the works of the Bard ^idiesth^ but no encourage* 
ment could be obtained. S^eh is the time, 

(V^ Ma.Mathiat, (the Author of the Essay on the Evi- 
dence, &c. oil the long^dispnted subject of the poems a^eiibtkl ~ 
to Rowley in the 19 th century, and which I mentioned in a 
note to the First Dialogue of the P. of L.) veveral years ago 
attempted to excite the cilriosity Qf the publiek to' the remains 
of northern antiquity, by a lyrical imitation of some Runick 
fra||ments« I wish the example had been followed. 
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Though now no tempered lance, no magick brand. 

No Durindana (/) waves o*er fabled lands 

No nightly-rounding Ariel floats unseen. 

Ox flames amazement o'er the desert green; ^ 

No wizards hold, some blasted pine beneath^ 

Their horrid sabbath on the darken'd heath ; 

Say, are the days oi blest delusion fled ?. 

Must fiction rear no more her languid head? 120 

No more the Muse her long-bst transports know^ 

Nor trace the fount whence living waters flow? 

Awake, ye slumbering Rulers of the song! 

£ach in your solemn orders pass along; 

In 3acred radiance o'er your mountain old 

Yet once again your dignities unfold. 

And fill the space; your scepter'd glories claim. 

And vindicate the great Pierian name. 

OGTAVIUS. 

Are these i poet's only themes? I fear. 
No verse like this will find a patient ear. 130 

T3 AUTHOR, 

ft) The sword of Orlando. 
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AUTHOR. 

Hear yet awhile :-^the dread resistless powV, 
That works deep-felt at inspiration's hour,, 
He clatims alone — 

OCT A VI US. 

Whodaims? 

AUTHOR* 

The favQurM Bardj (») 
Who nobly conbciotis of his juft rewsird. 

With 

(u) I mean here to give a charader of the Poet, as such^ ahd 
of the sources whence the art itself is drawn. I would wish to 
express gen^-^llyt what ProcItM (in one of his dissertations on 
the rioXirsia of Plato, £d. foh Basil. 1534, p. 430.) would call 
with a sublime dignity, ihc^^IlacfayllomriK'ns i^iv SMeXai^?r8(ray/' 
when the poet e^tertis his highest faculties, or (in the language of 
Froqlus in the same place) * Ot«v 6V08ffia|ft*v, xa> rair MwMf 
xaroxos wv, xara THN nPXiTHN cvspysi KM EN®E. 
ON nOIHTIKHN/'— A seie^ion of various chiipters from 

this 
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With loftier s6ul> and undecaying mighty 
Paints what he feels in characters of light* 

T 4 He 

this work of Proclus on the Hokinia of Plato, which relate 
to poetry^ might be made, and published by some ingenious 
scholar. They would be perfe6^1y new and original to most 
persons. I know not (better Greek scholars than I am may 
know) whether at present there is any edition at all, but that 
printed at Basil, in Greek, without any Latin translation. They 
exhibit what this philosopher of genius terms, the " Tdv ran 
TlMinretJv fM^vtav Kn/HfAeirnvre xai Xiv8(ray, koli 7rXi9p8pt€y9)v «^va;9sy, 
x«i £i; aXXa iixvopQfAsvti(rout ryjy exsiBsv iXX«/x4'tv.'' (P^ge 491 
in the chapter on the Tpsii tieai. r%^ no/9)riX7};.) Philosophers 
like these, Apollo and all his choir were once supposed to ad« 
dress in strains, which few scholars will hear without delight. 
They are to be found in the life of Plotinus, the Platonick» 'which 
was written with some eloquence (at least Folitian thought so) 
by his disciple Porphyrius : f 

KXiqV^« yiwas J^mmv oic» ^fvir»(rBca^ 
TlAixfofVOt; taxatn wawp(A,oyiat(ri r* sfcjat^^ 

A9aifarofn (jMviM&iVi hfmpsuiun r* aoiicai^ 

' t Would also present iht/oUo^img passage, from a great Roman 
master, to every risingYouth of genius in this kingdom. If I coald 
perceive his countenance brightening as he reads, and the powers 
of his sool kindling into fancied or anticipated emulation, I 

should 

t Plotini Vita. Ill limine edit. Oper. Plotin. Ficini Basilcae 

MDXXC. 
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He turns : and instantaneous »11 abound 
Cliffs whiten, waters murmur, voices sound. 

Portentous 
should say to him, as Herodotus once daid to the Father of 
Thacydides, when he perceived the tear of enthusiasm 
failing from the Boy, at his recital of « the Exfiidition cf Xerxts 
« against tbi gtntral Liberty rfGreec$:' The scene was the Olym. 
pick games, Herodotus before hi« Country, and Thucydides 
his auditor. Can I rouse the attention yet more ? at such a 
moment he pronounced these words : •< Opy5 ^^vtns rn Ctn 
&H Tcpof lAaOrifAdTa.'^f Let some future Poet, who now per. 
ceives in himself, what Statius calls the <* cruJa Exordia magn« 
Iddolis," hear and perpend. 

" Legere si desideras^ 

Vaces opcM-tet, Eutyche, a negotiis, 

Vt Ubtr ammu jenfiat vim earminit. 

Ego, ^ocm Pierio mater enixa est jugo; 

Ih quo tonanti sancta Afoemo^ne Jov}, 

Foecunda novies, artiuiii peperit chorum ; 

^uamvit in ip& ptnt natus sim uhld^ 

Curamfue babendi psnitui cords iratirim^ 

Et laude iwoiti in banc vitam i/tcnbn^^ 

Fastidiosc tamcn in coetum recipior. * 

Kern me professum dicet ali<iuis gravem : ^ 

Sed literatae cum sim propior Griecia, 

Cur son^io inerti dcseram. Patriae deeds ? '* 
1 never read ihb transcendant strain of genius, without feeling 
even my own mind filled for a sp^ce, wilh aU the fulness of the 
P etj 

Neque enim Aonium ncmus Advcna lustro, 

Ncc mea nunc primis albescunt tempora vittis.J 



f Marijellini Vit. Thucyd. p, 8. Thucyd, Edi|, Hirfs, Oxofi, 
i Stat. AchiJl. L. i. v. lo. 
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Portentous foims in heav'n*s ^rial hall 
Appear, as at some great supernal call. 140 

Thence o& in thought his i^teps ideal (at) haste 
To rocks and groves, the wilderness or waste j 

To 

(x) I fpwk of the cflfcct ^fhcal situation on the mjnd of the 
poet. Bat if any man of genius, fancy, and learning, in the 
lugaiir ^ad noon^dfty of his life and faculties fiionid, from 
fome circunfistances for ever to be regretted, be unfortuoately 
deprived of the power of visiting thefe great and awful fcenes 
of nature, and the, monuments of ancient art; an imagip 
nation bold and fervid may, in some iegret^ fupply that want by 
recourfe to the most finished reprefentations of them by the more 
fublioie painters and artists^ Stuart, Wood, and Pkanesi may 
raife ideas worthy of the Poet, and pour upon his fancy all the 
anciei^t dignity of Athens, of Palmyra, and of Roipe. Alas ! thefe 
fcenes are cbfed for ever. Non l^go sum votes, fed prifci 
confcius aevi ! — I cannot but present my reader with the form 
of «« OathovL fuch a fubject, from the last dafskal Poit under the 
expiring monarchy of France, the famous Delisle. 1 am as 
re^dy on this fubje£t, as himfelf, to fwear at the high altar of 
ibe Mufes: 

^ EMfls ! jt n^ai foini vu ce sejoor enchante, 
Ces beaux lieux ou Virgile a tant de fois chante ; 
Ma^sj'en jure et Virgile et fes accords fubliines, 
J*iras : de I'Apennin je franchirai k& cimes, 
J'irai, plein de fon nom, plein de ces vers facres, 
Les lire aux xxxemcs lieux qui les ont infpires. 

Les Jardins L. 2. 
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To plains, where Tadmor*s (y) regal ruiii& lie 

in desolation's sullen majesty; 

Or where Carthusian (z) tow'rs the pilgrim draw, 

And bow the soul with unresisted awe. 

Whence Bruno, from the mountain's pine-clad brow, 

Surveyed the worldV inglorious toil below; 

Then, as down ra^ed cliffs the torrent roar*d, 

Prostrate great Nature's present God ador'd, 150 

And bade, in solitude's extremest bourn. 

Religion hallow the severe sojourn. 

To HIM the Painter gives his pencil's might j 
No gloom too dreadful and no blaze too bright. 
What time to mortal ken he dares unveil 
Thb inexpressive form (j) in semblance frail. 

To 

fy) He bliiit faJmor in tke Wilderness.'' Chron. B. i. di. S. 
V. 4. It is remarkable that Mr. Wood obfervesj that the natives^ 
at thiff day, call Palmyra by the original appellation of Tadmvrn 

(%) The famous monastery, called " The Grande Char- 
treufe." -The retirement of Saint Brono. 

(a) The Pictures of the Supreme being by Raphael andMU 
«haclAngelo» . There is one picture of th£ Supreme Being 

leparatiog 
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To the stramM view presents the yawning tomb. 
Substantial horrors, and eternal doom. 

To Him the Pow'rs of harmony (^) resort, 
And as the Bard, with high commanding port^ i6o 
Scans all th' ethereal wilderness around. 
Pour on his ear the thrilling stream of sound ; 
Strains, from that full-strung chord iat distance swell. 
Notes, breathing soft from musick's inmost cell. 
While to their numerous pause, or accent deep. 
His choral passions dread accordance keep. 

Thence musing, lo he bends his weary eyes 
On life and all it*s sad realities; 
Marks how the prospect darkens in the rear, 169 
Shade blends with shade, and fear succeeds to fear. 
Mid forms that rise, and flutter through the gloom, 
'Till Death unbar the cold sepulchral room* 

Such 

feparating the light from the darkoefs, in the Vault of the Ca- 
pella Sesfina in Rome, by Michael Angeio which, I believe^ 
lias never been engraved, ilfr. Fusili^ I thi»k^ said so wiem J 
'^nfttind about it. I allude alfo to the picture of the Last Jadg- 
ment^ by the fame Master, 

^(b) The powers of Musick on the mind of the Poet. 
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Such is the Poet : bold, without confine, 
Ima^nation's " chartered libertine ! " {c) 
He scorns, in apathy, to float or dream 
On listless Satisfaction's torpid stream. 
But dares. A LONE in venturous bark to ride 
Down turbulent Delight's tempestuous, tide; 
,WhiIe thoughts encount'ringtiioughtsin conflict fierce 
Tumultuous rush, and labour into verse, i8o 

Then, as the swelling numbers round him roll, 
Stanips oh th' immortal page the visions of the soul. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Nay, if you feed on this calestial strain. 
You may with Gods hold converse, not with men: 
Sooner the people's right shall Hors^ey (d) teach, 
In judgment delicate, with prudence preach. 

And 

{c) «« The air, a charicnd iHirtine^ i» stiJl/' 

Shakspeare. H. V. 

(d) I allude to Biabop Horslej's intemperate and unadvised 
speeches in ParliameRt. An injudicions friend is worse than an 
tncmf • I believe Mr. Pitt thrnks so.— Inconsiderate sentences 
u^ered publkkly by members of either Hoase are very dan- 
g(;rous» and do much harm. The dt>gma is remeaibered, and 

the 
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And o'er his bosom broad forget to spread 
Bath's dangling pride, and Ribband rosy-red ; (e) 
Friend of the Church the pous Grafton (fj prove,; 
Or Sutton (g) cease to claim the publick'love, 190 
And e'er forego, from dignity of place. 
His pcdish'd nund and reconciling grkce; 

Or Yorke, {i) regardless of his sacred trusty 
T0 unobtrasive merit be unjust ; 

Forteous 

the comment is forgotten. Bishop Horsley and Mr. Wyndham 
(both men of great natural and acquired ability) should be more 
attentive in this particular. 

{i) Bishop Horsley is Dean of the Order of the Bath^aadi* 
a bold rival to the late learned kni^ght. Sir William Draper, in 
making *• that blushing ribband tb$ fer/atual ornament of hii 
/lerson*^ See Junius, "in hit third Letter, and Bishop Horsley 
iverj nuhfre% 
(f) See the Dake't^iA/z.-^Rather broad. 

(g) The Right Rev. Charles Manners Sutton, Bishop of Nor- 
wich. A Prelate whofe amiable demeanour, ufcful learning, and 
conciliating habits of life, particularly recommend his epifcupal 
chs^raAer. No man appears to me fo peculiarly marked out for 
TH« HIGHEST DIGNITY of the church, y?^^ 'vacante^ as Dr. 
SuTTO|i. (July 1797.) 

{h) The Right Rev. James Yorke, D. D. Bishop of Ely, The 
fpiuMiOf^j^ mtsolicited oScr of ih^ M^llership of Jefus College in 

Cambri|ige 
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Porteous, the royal (/) prelate, firm to truth, 
Forget the primal patron of his youth j 
Moore to his synod call of unction full; . 
Gr Barrington be meek^ or Watson dulL 

Sooner 

Cambridge, to the Kev. Dr. Paley, fo well known in the literar^F 
and ecclcsiaftical world, deferves to be publickly nientioned a^ 
an instance, almost folitary, of generous liberal difcemment in 
. the important collation of acad^pical dignity. The Uoiverftity 
regrets the abfence of Dr. Paley, one of the ableil instructors 
she ever could boafl; and Bishop Yorke must be recorded as 
one of ^' the friends of learning." It is no mean honour to 
afsoci^te the name of Paley with that of Yorke. ** Et mesf^ si 
quid loquar audiendum, vocis accedet bona pars.*' (Nov. 1797O 

(/) The Right Rev. Beilby Porteous, Bi(hop of London* Sec 
the Dedication of his Sermons. I think him right in recordiogj 
his elevation as the immediate voluntary gift of RoyAL, and 
not of mijiiflerial, favour. 

Sic gemmas vagina infrme solebat 
Ponere zelotypo Juvenis rRiSBLATus Hiarbae ! 
The choice was approved unanimoufly by the country, and jufti- 
fied by his own merits and conduct. Bat I admire ftill more 
Dr. Porteous's afFeftionatc, grateful, and elegant tribute to the 
memory of his venerable Patron, Archbishop Seckei,} a name 
never to be uttered but with reverence, as the great exemplar qf 
metropolitan ftri£lnefs, erudition, and dignity. — The ui^to^ of 
SUCH patrons muft: for ever mark the charader of Biihqp 
Porteous. (1798O 

' } See his Life, juft r^publtlhed, w;th a proper attention to 

the time. 
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Sooner SteAtorian (k) Davies cease to talk. 
And for iis Eton quit his Bond-street walk -, aoo 

Sumner 

(ij The Rev. Jonathan Davies, D. D. Provost of Eton 
College; a learned, pleafant, generous, open-hearted, good- 
tempered man, but in converfation rather too much of a Stentor, 
who is declared by Homer to have had' a voice equal to fifty 
9thr men. The Epithets of Homer are all significant, and I 
therefore give the lines* 

Srevropi giira/xevo; ixsyocXviropi yjxhKsofofVCJ^ 

Or ro(royavi7i<TOL<rx: 020N AAAOI nENTHKONTA. 
Mr. Pf.ovost has an invincible ^tfr/w/Z/y for th charms of Lon- 
don, whenever bis duty does not oblige him to be at his Lodge. 
The reafon is simple* The air at Eton now and then bites 
shrewdly, ^c. &c« (&c. 

£xtra6^ from a M. S. found in Long Chamber at Eton ; the hand 
writing conjectured to be by Dr. Heath the Head Master, 
and one of the Afsiflarits. It was fopnd on one of Mrs. Heath's 
Bali Nights during Lent^ given to the Lautorum Pueri for the ad« 
vantage and credit of the School, (Nov. lygy*) 
Ficina! alii Veneres, Charicumque choreas 
Carmine concelebrent ; nos Veri dogma severum^ 
7riste sonant pulsa nostrd testudine chordae. 

Etok School, like many other great and ofeful publick 
Schools, Hands in need of many new and strong regulations, 
which the incereils of this kingdom, in common with the demands 
of the time, call for with a voice not to be difregarded by the 
masters and governors. Perhaps the very existence of the king* 
dom, in it's present constitution, depends upon the undeviating 
compliance with the present form and mode of classical (and I 
hope of religious) instruction, so long an^ so wisely established 
in our publick schools. If we desert and abandon it, the princi- 
ples 
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Sumner (/) drink deep of the Ca&taliaa spring; 



Or 



pics and strength of t^e Engluh character for sense, discre* 

tion, solid learning, and loand understanding will fall, to rise no 

more.' Wc shall be destroyed^ over-run, or disgraced with 

National Institutes, French morality, French learnings and 

f'rench jargon, political and metaphysical. No lustration can 

purify us ariy more. 

*0*ov rcj '7roXXft;vof EffEi(raTo Aa^tSo; opTno^ ! 

•OI A A'*OAON TO MEAA®PON! Uau Ixaj o<jw «X<rpo«- 

Kau Si>) 7CH rO' df^pETpo^ xaXca voii 4^0IB0£ ap«(r(r6i. J! 

This is a subjed which fhould be considered by erery Fathet 
and Guardian of young Perfons in this country* with the moUt 
Snnpreffive ferioufnefa.Undoubtedly the expence attending an edu- 
cation ztany great publick fchool, (I speak not only of Eton) it 
M9wfeli in fuch a manner, as I fear it will be difficult for Parents long 
to supply, or to continue. Whence does it arife ? Is there a remedy, 
in fart ? I think th^e is.To my certain knowledge, the expences 
of any publick fchool, asfueh^zxt increafed but in a fmall and in a 
very reafonable proportion to the exigencies of the times. Mode, 
fashion, custom* vanity, and inconsideratenefs occasion the chie/ 
caufcs of complaint. Fashionable private tuition is indeed xoxt; as 
expensive, or rather more so in fome cafes. I would first propofe, 
that no Master or Instrudor in anyol oyxr puhlicl fchools, fhould 
befuffered to keep a BoardingHouse,or have boys to board with 
him. The charader of the <* Di lodice ^arandd attonitm Doctor j* 
fhould be done away, and the custom wholly abolished. All 
Boys, of every description and rank, should board at the general 
Boarding houses as established,the expences of which are liberal, 
unvarying, and regulated. From such an equality of education 
nothing is to be apprehended. The next question may be this i 
Is there a necessity for a Boy to have a Tutor in any publick 
school ?^ Why must (le have one ? tt is perhaps a source of 

unnecessary 
X Callim. Hymn, ad Apoll. 
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Or Langford leave off preaching to the King; {m) 

V Or 

unnecessary expcnce(and sometimes of traffick)and which is still 
M'orse, it promotes negligence aiid idleness in boys, and prevents 
theirreliance on their own facultiesandindifpensable application* 
Thirdly,! am confident that by attention and superintcndance on 
the part of the parents or guardians, the expence of bills might be 
considerably lessened. In regard to books in particular. For want 
of precaution^ there is often iio limit in the elegance ofthe editi- 
ons or of the binding. School-books are never costly. This is a 
single instance; but on such and similar instances I cannot 
condescend to expatiate. I would be useful ; and therefore not 
tedious. 

The greatest) most serious, and most alarming cause is behind, 
over which the masters can have no control. It is this. Pri- 
vate or pocket money given with a heedless, wanton, and incon» 
siderate profusion unknown in former times. We are told in the 
iiigrat spirit of the day, that all t>oys must be gentlemen ; that 
they must act as other boys, and ^avs no temfita/ion to be mean. 
Suppose this granted. How is this enormous expence to be 
supplied? By the argumeht, it is no part of the unawndablt 
expence of education. Bu{ a boy *« purse, it seems, should be 
always full ; that— That what ? that he may be under no temA* 
iation to be mean. Can we be now ignorant what is the sense 
affixed to meanness by a Biodern pampered boy ? Well then : 
he has no temptation to be mean. But, from a full purse, has 
he no t(BQiptation to be wicked ? no temptation to be idle and 
negligent ? A horse, perhaps I may be told, is sometimes 
allowable. Why ? that he may attend races, I suppose, or be 
in town, now and then, perhaps for a whole night. His purse 
must be full. Why ? that he may go to the tavern, drink his 
bottle like a gentleman, and now and then slink to the gamin? 
table, and become a man of honour in good time. Liquors are 
rebellious in the blood, and then, as the purse is full, the forehead 

will 
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Or good PaUmoHy {mm) worn with classick toil. 

Complain 

will not he Jong bashful. The means of weakness and 
debility need not be fi;oo^^; they afe evefy where obvious and 
obtrusive. Such is the education of Boys with i full purse. A poet 
once spoke of moderation^ and gwnnment in ex/ience^ in other 
terms. 

O nondum cognita Divfim 

Munera 1 yirtutis custos et arnica fiudori, 

Luxui'ia fromum^ vit^ tutela ! 
But such expences, it may be said, are for patrician boys. Are 
they then separated from the rest ? Is there no contagion of 
example > What are our publick streets by day, or our thea* 
tres by night? The eye may see, but the ear might distrust 
the report. But a full purse, it seems, is very necessary for a 
boy, that hi may not he mean. Surely this 29 contemptible 
sophistry. 

In education, and in the government of a - state, every 
obstacle should be opposed to wickedness, and to the means of 
wickedness. There should be a double restraint. All passions 
submit ultimately (with the great majority of mankind) to the 
inability of gratifying them, and the disposition is best prepared 
by the discipline \ii necessity. In boys and youths of ingenuous 
tempers, sometimes filial piety, a regard for their nearest rela- 
tives, the advantage of a good character, and the pleasure of a 
good conscience, operate with the better and more honourable 
part. But human infirmity is not to be trusted : it never yet 
was trusted with security. Laws, regulations, and strong insti- 
tntions have the greatest power to enforce good manners, when 
the Parents, Guardians, Instructors and masters co-operate fully 
in their several funftions. . It mufl be remembered, I am speak- 
ing 
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Complain of plaiits ungrateful to the soil ; 

U 2 Or 

ingof ?^<^ education of boys ^ aiid not of confirmed habits ofcxpence, 
of wickedness, or of depravity- /V;«^. The wisdoiti and experience 
of those to whom I am addressing myself^ in publick schools, 
Will easily supply what I have omitted ; for I have omitted 
much. Every gentlemait in the country may co-operate in 
this important and patriotick attention, at such a period as the 
present. 

It is also not to be dissembled, (it is my office to speak openly 
and boldly) that Boys now actually divide themselves /«/# 
fiditical /tarti$s. There is indeed a general licentiousness of 
spiric among modern boys^ which the publick good requires 
to be effettually and Jitywerfuily repressed. It is not by false 
and specious UhTn-ality that this evil is to be subdued. If masters 
and governors arc firm and inflexible in their regulations, what 
can the children do ? I laugh at the idle apprehension of re- 
bellion in a School, If I were the Head Master of Eton, I 
would begin by the abolition of the montem immediately. 
It is very improper, and very foolish. There is a meanness^ aad 
sometimes an audacity ^ in this authorised mode of collecting money en 
the highwsyy which I wondtv young Gentlemen of birth and family 
are not ashamed of y and can even wish to continue. It is some- 
thing BETWEEN ALMS AND PLUKDfiR. Han'ow schooI has no 
longer its ancient and dangerous, custom of "shooting for the sil- . 
ver arrow." I mention the abolition of The montem (though it now 
occurs but once in three years,) only as an introduction to many 
other salutary and necessary restrictioixs in all publick schools. 
I have seen the nature of a rebellion (as it is called) in a college 
and a school, £nd nothing can be more foolish and impotent. If 
the Parents, Friends, and Guardians co operate with Masters of 
Schools and Colleges, what san ckildrensLnd young men ultimately . 
^J^cfly when it is considered, by what laws and hopes their future 

interest 
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Or Warren {0) in his well-curv'd palm confound 



An 



interest and advancement in life arc bound-in, cabined, and con^ 
fined ? The majority of such petty Revolutionists and embryo De- 
mocrats are always reflrained /« a short timf^ apd their successors 
never feel the absence of what they never expected. Let evei7 
Master of a College and a publick School boldiyy and vigorously, 
and instantly adopt the words and spirit, of Cicero to his friend 
Atticus. *• In qua Ego naeius^ ut mihi videbar, locum »esb- 
CAND^ LiBiDiNis tT cogacEHDifi jitVentutis, vehcmcns 
fni, et omnes profudi vires animi atque ingenii mei, non odio 
ad ductus alicujus, sed sfu r$tpuhlica corrigenda et sanand/e dvitatis* 
Afflicta est RfispuBLicA !'*— Cic. Ep. ad Attic. L. i. E. \%. 
I hope this note Will be regarded vjith the attention it calls for 
from the fiuiligi.'^At all events, now and ever ; " Salve, magna 
Parens do^rina,%TO^\K tthlM^^ MagnaV ixvlU, P' (Nov. 1797.) 

(i) The Rev. Humphry Sumner, D.D.' lately elected (Nov. 
1797) Provost of King's College in the University of Cambridge. 
So it is: Mussat tacito Doc tr in a timore, I can have no per- 
sonal objection to a very worthy and a veiy good-natured man, 
but publick considerations make me reflect deeply on such a 
subject. JVe lament the loss of a Provost venerable in advanced 
age, dignified in his deportment, and of classical erudition deep, 
useful, and extensive. In the extremest boundary of human life, 
without the throbs of agony, or the cold gradations of dissolu- 
lion and decay, and supported and sustained hy/emalefiWz] piety, 
(that blessed hound^n duty !) he came as a shock of corn to the 
ground in his season. Such was William Cooke, D, D. Pro- 
vost of King's CoWege. ^ 

But when I think on all the eligible doctors and learned men, 
worthy of succeeding to the office; who belong to o«r paramount 
and royal College, I must own the choice surjirises me at such a time 

as 
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An ancient guinea with a modern (/r) pound ; 200 

U 3 Sooner 

a^ this* I comfort myself that I have no vote. At the very mo- 
ment when defence is more tha^n ever dalled for, it seems as if we 
had recourse 10 the system of inefficiency for publick support. I 
know not into what form oui University may at last be changed. 
It may be turned, for ought I can telJ, into an Academia degli 
Arcadi e degli Buffi caricati. It may bt supported by the violation 
of every principle of Academick dignity, and by an unworthy fa- 
miliarity of learned gowns-men with mechanicks and shop-f^lks. 
It may become an appen4age to the Corporation of tlie Town of 
Cambridge. Are we not elbowed on the floor of our own Senate 
House by an impudent, unqualified intrusion of Borough monger- 
ing Mercers and milling Men-miljiners ? Oxford might teach us 
better lessons. She knows her dignity, and preserves it. I have no- 
thing left but to dpplorp the change among ourselves. Would to 
heaven, I could avert it. " Uni quippe vacat, studiisque odiisque 
carcnti,NBWTONi lugere genus!" Let the University of Cambridge 
however be converted into any thing, but a seminary for French 
principles and /«/(;r/W democracy. Let us consider a little to whom 
we give our confidence* Should the revenues of any College be 
entrusted to the admiDistration of the partisans of democracy ? 
Should the insigne of a Chancellor's authority be borne by a sa- 
tellite of a French Directory ? I think not. The robe of Caesar 
was folded gracefully, when^he fell in the Senate. Let us at 
least remember ths^t. I confess it boMly ; my principles are 
strong unto salvation : and if I had authority, I would thoroughly 
purge the floor. It may be done »e«w ; but how long the 
power may be continued to us, I fear to conjecture. The Mo- 
nasteries were dissolved, when they became useless. His Grace 
pf Grafton, our Chancellor, has indeed given Hints i but they 
$vt for Dissenters and Socinians; the orthodpxy of Jhe High 

Steward, 
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Steward, Mr. Pitt, might yti support tjic establishment. Some 
Colleges have watched over the principles of the men proposed 
for the tutors; but all have not so watched. Must I say, as the 
Poet did of Achilles ? 

Stupet Acre primo : 
Quae loca ? qui fluctus? ubi Pclion ? omnia fvena^ 
Aut ignota<jidet\ dubitatque agnoscer^ MATREMlf 
1 would not suffer the Muse of Satire to descend among Schools 
and Colleges, but upon the most mature and the most weighty 
deliberation. Perhaps this is the last pubiick remonstrance which 
will ever be made. I would not scatter my words ligh)tly in 
cvjry ear, but I would graft them where they might grow and 
bear. At this hour the State is shaking through all her depart - 
ments. Nothing is indifFcrent, which can supply aliment for 
health, or remedies for a mortal distemperature. The grand and 
chief supporters of our Country in the Parliament, the Law, 
and the Church must proceed from the Universities. Upon them, 
primarily and ultimately, as to our governors and legislators, 
Domus inclinata recumbit. Nothing should be suffered to dimi- 
nish or to sully the character of our Athens, and pollute the 
fountains of Ilyssus. In these retirements, every science, and 
every art, and every accomplishment which is good and essential 
to man in civilized society, may be pursued with effect ; and a 
solemn account rendered to the kingdom. In them, the Youth 
of this Kingdom may best learn the foundation of all knowledge ; 
the principles of evidence in sacred and human affairs; the 
nature of legitimate argument; the eternal power of truth oppo- 
sed to the subtleties of fophistry; the proofs of revelation, and 
the best introduction to ir, the higher philosophy of Greece and 
Rome ; the sources of history ; the finished modds of classical 

literature, 
Stat. Achill. Lib. i. 
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And round (q) his table let the Claret pass; 

U 4 O'er 

literature, and those aloqe ; the prinpiples and laws of ancient 
composition ; the abhorrence of conceit and forced thought ; 
and the life-springs of caste and of good conduct. Whatever can 
bring forth* strengthen, amplify, cultivate, enlighten, purify, 
and direct the powerv of the human mind, within those limits 
which are prescribed by it's great Creator, and not beyond 
them; all these, and if there be any other praise, or any 
other virtue, which preserves and continues to man the blessings 
of lawful government, and of subjection to God, the Author 
of all Order, it should be there prosecuted, recommended, 
taught, and enforced. 

I call upon the servants of the Crown, upon the solemn 
Council of the Nation, upon every one who bears legal rale 
and legislative authority in the kingdom, to hear me, and 
to answer me* Has the State nothing to do with the Go- 
vernors and Tutors of such hallowed and important retreats, 
of arts, and eloquence, and wisdom, and religion? By their 
very nature they are consecrated to a high and holy ministry, 
to a strict fealty, and bounden service to their country, 
TJbeir dignity and necessity can be laid Jsrostrate hy tbemsel<ves alone. 
If they are true to their own cause, if they will rouse them- 
selves into a vindication of the great, original, master prin- 
ciples on which they were founded, they may continue 
to be the lights of the kingdom. They will again be, what they 
always should be, a Y^yos exXextov, a Aao; us TcspiTroma-iVf a 
B<z(riX6iov hparevfjm. The best and the strongest literary bul« 
WArk and fortress against deception, error, sophistry, anarchy, 
and the wildness of pplitical and religious confusion. I am not 
speaking out of season, or without necessity; I am speak- 
ing 
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ing in soberness and in truth. While the words are passing 
from me, jam theb^ juxtA et rJiNEBRosA voRACo.f 

I will extend an obfervation or two, en the method of A^^J^dc- 
mical study. I own, I never had a vecy great fear or apprehension, 
that the severe and most indisfimahU studies of Mathematicks 
and Natural Philosophy should be generally carried too far. 
Into the inmost recefses of any study few are permitted to 
entW. In Academical education, the great aim and end should 
be, to recommend the study of original wor]cs principally, I 
think almost exclusively. If these are not attended to at the 
University, they are feldom, if ever read, (I am fure with little 
effect) at any other period of life. I am rigid in this opinion. 
I have seen it's good efFe6ts in men of eminence who adhered 
to it. ** Bayy nvouidst thou hear it from our mouths^ or from 
*• our Maiten /"' were the words of the weird Sisters ; " Call 
" them^ let me see thtm ;'* was the reply of Macbeth. In this 
fpirit would I consider the books proposed for the fubjefts 
of publick lectures. By way of instance, Locke, Grotius, 
Puffendorf, Cumberland, and Woollaston, should be preferred 
to the writers who have arisen since their day. I would 
object to Dr. Paley's moral and political Philolophy, as a Lecture 
hook, solely upon this principle; for it is a book of great 
merit, and of general utility. New morality, new meta- 
physicks, and new politicks, are introduced unawares^ ixova. 
the contagion of the time. 

I would call the rising youth of this coantry, to thp intense, 
and fervent, and unremitting study of the ancient dafsical 

writers 
t Stat. Theb, L. 6, 
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Or bounds with Hereticks John Milner (j) keep; zio 
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writers, (whom I need not name) as their primary choice. I 
call upon them to have the courage to be ignorant of many 
sujbje^Sy and of many authors, at their inestimable age. I 
exhort them affectionately, as a matter of the tnost serious 
importance, never to pretend to study, in their first academical 
years, what they design as the ultimate end of their labours, 
I mean, their profefsion. Their whole businefs is to lay 
the foundation of knowledge original, sound, and strong. In 
particular, the study of the Law, tis such^ should never be 
entered apon, even in limine, I^efore the first degree in arts 
is obtained. The first volume indeed of Blackstone's Com- 
mentaries may be read, in the same manner as Robertson's 
Introduction to his history of Charles the Fifth. They are 
both chefd'oeuvres la their kind, and form a part of general 
knowledge. The specifick study of the Law in the University^ 
at that early age, confines and cripples the faculties. Such a 
Student nray arrive at mere knowledge^ as a special pleader^ 
but he will never be illustrious, or ornamental to his profefbion. 
I wish to observe with particular emphasis, that, when a man 
has once entered upon any profession whatfoever, his education 
has in fact ceased. Tljey who, by a patient continuance and un* 
diverted attention to academkal studies alwCf have sought for 
the opginal materials of fcience and of folid fame, have feldom 
failed in their great purfuit. 

I am zealous for the honour and the utility of both our Uni- 
YERSiTiEs. I am earnest in my words and thoughts. I see and hear 
them too frequently, and most unworthily, traduced in writing 
pd in conversation. I see the institution ridiculed 'and sneered 

at 



Digitized by» 



Google 



C 314 ] 

Or Wilberforce range lawless through the town j 
Or Mingay be the glory of his gown ; ' 

Or 



at by the thoughtless, by the ignorant, and by the designing. 
But it is a common cause. They f}iould always be termed, in 
literary dignity and with a prophetick spirit, the *^ iEneadas 
•* magnos et nobile Pallantcum !" I am for no balance of merit 
between them. I wish to 5ee no sparkles from their collision ; 
but I Would have them grow brighter and more illustrious from 
mutual reflection. But if they are doomed to fall, and the mortal 
hour of dtimocracy, confusion, and tyranny is approaching, this 
book, till ic is prohibited by a Directory, will shew that they had 
ft friend, bM enough to contend to the last for their original and ia» 
herent dignity. \ fiiend who believed, or rather who knew, 
them to be capable, in their high fan£iiont, to maintain and 
adorn the principles of happiness, and safety, and learning, and 
comfort, and hope, and good confcience \ against foppery, and 
false science, and the degradation of the intellect, and frippery, 
and pompons nonsense, and the insolence of sciolists, and the 
neglect of good writing, and of good manners, A friend who, 
with no false enthusiasm, would secure the permanency of 
THESE ILLUSTRIOUS INSTITUTIONS, with cvcry monumcnt of 
ancient arts, and eloquence, and science, consecrated by the 
ministry of religion to the stability of the State. (Nov. 1797*) 

{m) The Rev. W. Langford, D. D. Canon of Windsor, 
and LonjiJir Maittr of Eton School, An instructor of much industry 
and ability, and not without liveliness, It is particular, that 
his Majesty never leaves Windsor for Cheltenham, Weymouth, 
or any other place, bat all the publick papers instantly inform 

us 
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Or Erskine cease from impotent grimace, 



And 



us of Dr. Langford's loyal attention, *' The King arrived 
at Weymouth on such or such a day ; the next week Dr. 
Langford set oft from Eton^ and preached before his Majesty 
the following Sur.day/' It is hardly fair (o his reverend 
rural Brethren. His Majesty should not be accustomed only 
to one kind of excellence. The Doctor, on these occasions, 
suddenly disappears, and like the River Alpheus, having glided 
softly under the Sicanian waves, (uncontaminated by the irtbi£SS 
of the ocean) rises again sound and fresh in the pulpit at 
Weymouth. This is very kind. The Doctor seems unwilling 
to trust the royal theology to the country curates even for a few 
weeks, during his Majesty's absence from the heavenly consis- 
tory at Windsor, no^ bis only Chaplains^ who, it is hoped, attend 
deeply to their theological studies. This is very considerate in 
"Dt. Langford, and a high mark of his loyal attachment. 

*? Men chcr Delfitni^ sure you wjll agrre, 
*• That for (a Bishop) none so fit as He, 
•' Who gi'ves the iKing such tfery good avis.** 

See the Probationary Qdes, by Friar Lawrence and bit 
(ci-devant) conventual brethren. (Nov. 1797.) 

(mm) I allude to a learned, modest, ingenious, and laborious 
gentleman, who has educated many of the/rj/ sons of the first 
nobility and gentry of this country, betnxieen twenty and thirty 
years, with unremitting /«7o»tf/ diligence and ability. He is 

but 
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And his appeals to (t) God, his prime disgrace; 



Or 



hwijust promoted,t to the satisfaction of all who know him, and 
to the shame of those who have so long neglected him. 

Quis gremio Enceladi doctiqiie Paljemokis aifert, 

QuANttjM GRAMMATICUS MERUIT LABOR? 

As my notes have attracted the attention of men of high rank 
and consequence, (and perhaps have reached the ear of kings) ^ I 
cannot help- suggesting the impropriety and injustice oi delaying 
the reward of those, who deserve so highly of their country, us 
the Masters of our great publick schools, and of s^me private 
Instructors. There are many ecclesiast-cal preferments per- 
fectly compatible with their important office, and which should 
be conferred, " before the spirit of distributing prebends and 
bishopricks shall have departed from the Ministers" (of any 
time), to use the phrase of Junius.— ;- As I would console some of 
my learned friends whose preferment, though it tarry, will not 
be (as I hope) long in abeyance^ I wish they would, in the mean 
time, contemplate the energy of the following classical sentence, 
preferable even to the Latinity of Tully himself; — ^^ Status 
*' dicitur a standby quia quando quis hab^t unam bonam Praben- 
*' dam turn dicimus, " Is bene stat,^^ Epist. Obscuraiu^ virorumm 
Enquire at Westminster, Durham, Winchester, Worcester, 
and Windsor. 

{o) Richard Warreo, M. D. a learned and able Physician 
pf the tjme. *' The nvell euwed fialm* is the altitude of a modern 
physician, when he is about to leave his patient, and which he 
^s naturally closes upon his fee, as a lobster does his claw. As I 

hav^ 

\ Feb. 1798. 
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Or Grafton*s virtues, to their latest day. 



Expire 



have a high respect for tbe Medical art, I will gratify Dr. War- 
ren, and many other ingenious gentlemen of the profefsion, 
with an extract from one of the Elogia written by Sammarthanus j 
it relates to a physician whom he names Manscottus. ^< Re- 
" corderis Mar^escottum noftrum tria fe facrae arti noilra? (Me- 
'' dicae fcilicet) debere profefsum, quibis caruif&et, %\ prdpcntum 
** a ptutntibus sucerdotium fu«cepifset ; fcilicet, fanitatem athleti- 
** cam sttatis anno 82mo, centum aureorum millia^ atque intimam 
** innumerorum illustriura amicitiam-'*^ Sammarth. EJag. p. 8} 
and 84. N. B, Though the Doftor rejected the firojiositum 
sacerdotium for himself, yet his Brother my Lord of Bangor was 
made into a Biihp hy fraternal skill in the reign of I*ord Norths 
—Since this note was first printed, (July 1797,) the publick 
have lamented the loss of this acute and very learned physician. 
Dum hquimur^ &c. &c. 

(/b) This allusion was evidently made since the a6th of Feb, 
1797, ^^^" ^^^^ which the Bank iiTued the One Pound notes, to 
the great disquiet of the faculty^ 

{q) ** Siccat inaquaks calices Conviva Sacerdos.'* It is well 
known 6y tJie Clergy of a powerful northern diocese, that on 
publick days when the Claret or Burgundy arrives at a certain 
distance froip the top of the table, where my Lord is seated, 
the attracting power suddenly draws the bottles acrots the 
table. ** Ipse capillato diiFusum consule potat«" This is 
not an anecdote of other times. It is true at this hour. 
(July, 1797.) When avarice, pride, and meanness act upon 

the 
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Sooner 



the mind atonce, I leave it to the metapbysicans to determine 
the curve in which it moves.— I say no more. 

(r) The Bishop of St. Pol de Ldori, to \i'hdm the chief care of 
the publick largess of this kingdom to the French Emigrants 
sacred and /trofane is committed. See the portrait of his Catho- 
lick Lordship in the publick print shops of London. It is im- 
possible to doubt the apparent propriety of the epithet I have 
given him^if we only glance .on the portrait.-*-! refer the readei^ 
lo all my notes on the Roman Cathrtlick cause, in the Third 
Dialogue of the P. of L. It is indeed true, that the Popedom is 
NOW FALLEN ; but ///<? s/tirit of it^ I still maintain, is neither 
extinct nor asleep. By way of Contrast^ I cannot refrain from 
presenting to the reader 1 he picture of Pope Paul the Fourth, 
as drawn by the master hand of Paolo Sarpi. I will not injure 
the sublimity and force of the language by a translation. He 
well knew the court and the policy of Papal Rome, and they 
knew him. " E ben cofea certa, que Paolo, come quelloche era 
d'animo grande ede^ vasti pensieri, teneva per sicuro di poter 
remediare a tutti i disordini/^r la sola sua autorita fiontificale^ ne 
r\^\n2iv^ d\ aver hisogna in c\b di Prind/ie alcuno; solito di non 
parlar mai con gli Ambasciadori, se non intonandogli nelle orecchie 
f^tf EGLi ERA sopRA TUTTI GLI Principi; che non voleva che 
alcuno d*.essi domesticassc scco, che fiotiva mutar regni^ che era 
Successor di Chi ha deposto Re et Imperadori :" 1st. del 
Concil. Trident. Lib. j. This picture of a Pope, in the pleni- 
tude of pontifick power, should be presented to all Christian 
Countries, ** in per/ietuam ret memoriam^^^ that they nmy contem- 
plate 
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Sooner, the. black weird Brother of the Heath {x) 

Witt 

plate what this spiritual tyranny and usurpation once were, and 
what the principles of the Romish Church sacred and political 
(which ntver change in essence, substance, or spirit under any 
calamity) will at all times naturally introduce, whenever they 
obtain their full operation. *' Ubi Papa, ibi Roma /" in saecula 
sacculorum ! Let Englandlook to this- {1796.) 

(s) To the revival of the Roman Catholick Cause in Great 
Britain, *' Ptstis ero vivens.*'' In our dread and natural horror 
of Atheism and of anarchy, why aVe we to revive supersti- 
tion and tyranny ? I have nothing to do with the emancipa- 
tion of the Catholicks in Ireland, but to my apprehension it is 
a measure full of danger. It is at one stroke lo alter the funda- 
mental law and constitution of the country. I write in Great 
Britain, and direct my thoughts for this kingdom, wishing for 
fieace^ tranquillity^ and union between the two Islands.— I have 
given more time and study to this Roman Catholick subject than 
any man perhaps, at this time, will think it deserves. I have 
perused many a dull and uninteresting tract, even of their own 
squabbles among one another, much to the lofs of my own 
quiet. In general I pafs them over and consign them to their 
own dulnefs. But there is one pamphlet, not for any, even 
the least, excellence of the composition, but for the virulence 
of its spirit, which I call into publick notice, if the publick 
will or can feel upon the fubject. It is entitled ** A Reply 
to the Report published by the Cisalpine Club on the authen- 
ticity of the Protestation at the British' Museum, &c. &c. I9y 
the Rev. John Milner," Printed for Coghlan, Duke Street, 
Grosvenor Square, i79fl* It is written, as the title page 

informs 
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\Vitb spells (y) appall an innocent Macbeth ; 218 

Or 



informs inf, by one Johh Milvks, a Provincial Priest resi-* 
dent {as I am fold) at Winchester, not an emigrant, nor in the 
King's House (while the Priests lived there tn masst^ but 
the priest of a private chapel in that city. He seems by his 
writings, (I know no more of him) to be of the most intole- 
rant principles and deliberate in the application of them. He 
exhibits at once the extremes of fiercenefs and of impotence. 
Bat he represents the opinions of a very large portion of their 
body by whom he is accredited. He is very cautions in his 
pamphlet, as he thinks, bat his caution speaks plainer Ian* 
guagc than the frankncfs of the most open delaration. ** It 
*' is apprehended (\\t says) that the publication of the facts 
•* in question might /trove detrimental to tlie CathoUck Interest (ob-* 
•* serve the words) on any future a/i/ilication to the Legislature.** 
p. 36. We see this nvary priest has not thought proper to 
conceal that tliey have further intentio9s. He tries the ground 
before him, but his steps are uneasy. The indulgence, it 
seems, is not to rest here. The lenity of our government natu^ 
rally leads to other demands. With this clue in my hand, I 
have little difficulty to pass through the intricacy of this Ro- 
mish labyrinth. In another part of Mr. Milner'a •' Reply," 
his indignation rises against some exprefsions in the declara- 
tion of the Catholicks. We see the embers under which the 
fire is not yet extinguished. He is afraid, that we Protestants 
should think that the spirit of his church has suffered an abate* 
mcnt. " Thus to uy judgment (he cries out) am I and the* whole 
*• CathoHck body, without consenting tojt^ pledged in the face of 
^* the Legislature to condemn the wan of Charlemagne, and 

THE 
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Or, by the wayward justice of the land, 

X Great 



<* THft CrVSADB against TI^B IVFAMOITS Al.BI(HtV8BS.*^ p. »8» 

I hope wo sre all children of mercy, trained and educated la 
the benevolence and cfharity which Christ has taught arid ea* 
forced, and if we have, read the history of that infernal and 
murderous persecution of the devoted Albigenses, (whose chitf 
crime was their determined opposition and resistance to the 
papal tyranny :|:) what opinion or what comment ihall we form 
on this merciless priest, who after the lapse of centuries^ feeU 
the same passions and the same thirst of blood against these inno* 
cent vi6t:ims of popiih and arbitrary violence. Crimim ab un» 
piscBOMNEs! (1796.) 

ft) Nothing can be more ofFensivei more injudicious, and in 
8ome instances more profane, than when a Barrister appeals to 
God for the truth of every assertion oMde in a court of law, and in 

many 



X The Albigenses were a sect of the Waldenses, who had 
their rise in the twelfth century. I know what the malice of 
their enemies has suggested against them. This is not a place 
to discuss history, but I refer the flatesman to Thuanus L« 
I. S« i6. Vol. u p. 121. Bd. Buckley. N. B. For their confest^ 
sion of faith, which was prefented to King Francis the First, 
by the wretched remnant of these Albigcnfes, I refer the theo- 
logical and political reader to Sandius's Hist. Eccles. It is 
an honour to their religion. Sandius's words begin. " A. 
** 1544. Merind'oliani et Caprarienfes &c. existentefque Re* 
^ liquid Jlhigensium fequentem iidei fuse confeffiohem .obtu.« 
** lerunt Francifco T. Regi Galliae, quam a majoribus quasi 
*' per manus acceperant, abhinc anno poft Chrifii Jncarn i 
«• 12O0," &c. Sand. Hifl. E. p. 425/ 
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Great Mansfield fall by an Attorneys hand; {z) 



Of 



,tMLTky cases when tlit facts have been doubtful^ and s6metimet 
have been afterwards proved to be false. I call this afirime dism 
grace ; and I hope no Barrister of ability will follow this flippant 
and rash habit of Mr. Erskine, in the Court of King's Bench» 
which T(;tf have all so repeatedly witnessed. Mr. Erskine's own 
better sense and serious thought (for I believe he has some 
aerious thoughts) will restrain him in future. But publick men 
inust be told of their faults publickly. 



(//) The fate of the present Duke of Grafton is singular. He 
has been celebrated by the first prose writer and the first poet of 
the age. (1797.) 

(xj S^t77o; xsXan/99( m^c/y sxpu/AHpcevoc* 

Lycophron. Cassand. v. 7. 

To a scholar I would speak as a scholar. No' more. At some 
fatnre day, he will find himself to be under a miftake, and may 
pei'haps acknowledge it. The very ingenious :^othor of the 
Bath Guide once made a fimilar miflake ; and, as he is a man 
of virtue, as well as talents, genius, and learning, he lepented of 
it. See, if it be extant, a Poem called, " The Priest Dissected^'* 

. (z) See a long law-Iife in 4to. of the great Earl Mansfield, 
lord Chief Juftice of the King's Bench; by Mr. HoUiday, 
in a very peculiar Hyle indeedt For the greater part» it is a 

bundle 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 3*3 ] 

Or one mean cause the virtuous (a) Scott mamtain. 
Turn law to trade, or deem religion vain; 
Or (b) Rose with coy submission, modest grace. 
Rise to explain his sinecures and place; 
Or the Bank bow to Pitt's imperial creed ; 
Or Dramatists to publick trust succeed; 
Sooner to France Thames roll his current strong. 
Than men love verse, high fancy, or the song. 

.Taught by the muse, and by her wisdom ^ise. 
Think not, a Poet's name I lightly prize : 230 
X 2 But 

bundle of reports and law pleadings fining together. It is 
aftonilhing to me, that Conveyancers and Attorney », who 
really appear not to know how to confiruft a fingle fentence, 
without provoking a smile at some error in grammar, language, 
or metaphor, will think themselves qualified to deliver down 
to pofterity the lives of great gieii. Luckily, Mr* Holiiday's 
zeal does not offend us in rhyme* The friendftiip and^ the 
verse of Pope, as well as the splendour of his own abilities, and 
the dignity of their high exertions, have secured ah eternity of 
reputation to Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, which can 
never fall— even by Mr. Holliday's attempt. (Nov. 1797.) 

(a) Sir John Scott, Attorney General. 

(h) George Rose, Esq. Secretary to the Treasury, &c. &€• 
Ice* &c« &c. &c« &c. &c. 
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But in the wane of Empires (mark the houi) 
Vice and the Sword consolidate all pow*ri 
Laws pass their (c) bounds; few statesmen stand 

erect; 
All in their, country's name, themselves protect j 
The publick hopes with publick credit sink — 
At suck an hour^ when men to madness think. 
What is a Poet, what is fiction*s strain ? 
Junius (^ might probe a Nation's wounds in vain. 



. (c) The violence, feditioti, and dariAg wickedncfi of times 
like these produce the necefsity of extending laws and regulations^ 
and adts which are declared temporatyj and called for by ^ that 
neceffity atone. When the danger is fSail, the Constitution 
if again left to protect itfelf by it*s ancient laws, if that dan- 
ger can nvw^ er tver^ pafs from us. This is what Octaviut 
feems to mean, by *« law^ [idssing their bounds,*' &c. in thif 
and xYitfiHviioing- lines ; and in this fense I hope he will be un- 
derstood* 

V, 

{d} O magna facer et fuperbus umbra ! 

Stat. Sylv. L. a. Canii. 7* 

Junius told the nation, that " a time might arrive, at which 
•* evexy inferior consideration must yield tothsSecuritt OF THK 
V SoYEiLEiGNi and to THE GENERAX. SAFETY ^ thc State." In« 

trodu^ 
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As from a diamond globe, with rays condense, 
•Tis Satire gives the strongest light to sense, 240 
.To thought compression, vigour to the soul. 
To language bounds, to fancy due controul. 
To t^ruth the splendour of hei awful face. 
To fearning dignity, to virtue grace^ 
To conscience stings beneath the cap or crqwq. 
To vice that terror she will feel and own. 

But if in love with fiction still, at Court 
Present in verse some new Finance Report, 
flow taxesf, funds, and debts shall disappear^ 
Or in the fiftieth or five-^hrmdredth year. 250 

Or tread the maze oi Jiictunsque delightj^ , . 

From Holwood paint with Pitt the prospect bright; 
Without onp " line of boundary'- to speech, 
The summit oi conceit with Gilpin (^ reach. 

X3 In 

trodua. to Lett. 35. This is not the doctrine of Hornc Tcoi^e 
and the defpcratc French fa^ions and feditious focietics now in 
England and Ireland, Junius had nol so learnedihe Constitution 
of England; nor has the Author of the P. of L. fo learntd it. 

(i) I am under the neceflity of making a ftrong rcmonftrance 
against tJie language of Mk. Gilpin's writings oa Lan'dfcape and 

tke 
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In Dcsolation-s dread partitions felt, 
With dip, and bole, grand masses, burst, and belt. 
With shudders triemulous explore your way, 
Through plashy inuiit^ations (/J led astray ; 

Till 



the Picturefijuc. It is fuch a sartago or jargon of fp^cch as i$ 
wholly unncccfsary, though weare taught to believe therb appro- 
priate terms. They absolutely appear in. troops, Di/iS'^Boles^^ 
Grand Masses-^Belts-^tr emulous ShuJJen^Bursts-^plasfy htunda^ 
iions — Partitions of Desolation — Continaits qfPrecifice^nd a hundred 
more, till the Englifh language fets all Englifh meaning at defi- 
ance. Thefe terms are not ihe^arcS detorta of Horace, but mere 
jargon and foofifh afFectatiori. Dilettanti and Copnoifseur? 
almost blufh to ufe them. A term or wprd may not be quite ob- 
vious or eafy, yet it may not be affected. But the rage of Concetf 
admits no •* line of boundary," as these gentlemen loye to talk. 
To ufe the words of Shakipcare in one of his own playsi (as it «w 
feems, for Dr. Farmer and George Steevens, EfqJ take from him 
and give to him just as they /tlease.) ** They absolutely make a 
battery through our defencelefs parts." Pericles Prince^of Tyre, 
Act. 5. Sc. 1.— Simplicity in language is first to be fought.- 
gtrength and dignity will follow. Government, the ar^s, morali- 
ty, and religion, are all concerned in it's prefervation. Mr. 
Qilpin's works on other lubjects have and deferve high ap* 
probation. In all but the picturefquc he feems as ready as anjj 
inan to fay, " State super was antiquas.'* 

(f) Anglic}, «<F«ns.» 
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Till tir'd and jaded with the coxcomb strains. 
Homeward you steal " through Surry*s (g) quiet 

lanes," 260 

Renounce all Gilpin's jargon, said or sung. 
And talk of Nature^s works in Nature's tongue, 
But still'keep Method. 



AUTHOR. 

. Method? 

OCTAVIUS, 

Yes : 'tis plain. 
Connection, order, »/^M(?^ you disdain : 
Be regular: from A to B proceed; 
I hate your zig-zag verse, and wanton heed. 

. X 2^ AUTHOR. 

(g) ** Stealing through the quiet lanes of Surry," is an eafy 
and happy exprefsion (cur nw omnia T) of Mr. Gilpin. See 
Obrervat.onthe Lakes of Westmoreland, &c. Vol. 2. p. 268. 
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AUTHOR 

Say then, a simple Story shadl I tell ? 
A MAN OF METHOD is the theme. 

OCT A VI US. 

'Tiswell. 

AUTHOR. 

There liv*d a Scholar (^A) late, of London fan^e, 
A Doctor, (/) and Morosophos (^k) his nanic : 270 

From 

fk) When I am v<iy particuUr in the defcription of a cha- 
racter, I abstain from giving the least hint of a real name« 
•* Quis rapiet ad fe (Juod erit commune omnium ?*' or in Lc 
Sage's inimitable language, ** qui se/tra connoltre mal apropos f** 
I only give this as ji Character, and fay 00 more, 

(/) The word and title of " Doctor" is miferably abufed; 
Erafmus long ago in an Epistle from Louvain in 1520 to the 
celebrated CardinalCampeggio, obferved with fome indignation, 
f^ Uade DocTOKis titulo gloriantur, nisi ut docs ant ?*' Erafmi 

Epist. 
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From all the pains of study freed long since. 
Far from a Newton, and not quite a (f) Vince; 
In metaphysjcks bold would spread his sails. 
And with Monboddo still believed (m)m tails; 
At anatomick lore would sometimes peep. 
And call Earle(») useful, Abernethy {o) deep; ' 

With 

Epist. Ed. Loird. Fol. 6$ 2. I wish this were written in large 
charaacrs over the door of the theatre at Oxford, and the Senate 
Houfe at Cambridge. 

fkj Morofophos. i. c, Stulte sa/tiefts^-^^ut more prcfently 
of Dr. M0RO8OPHOS, tie Man ^Method. 

(/) A learned and nfefol Pro'fcfsor of Natural Experinwnul 
Philofophy at Cambridge. See his wor^s. 

(«f ) AIJ the learned world know how Lord Monboddo bclievecf, 
and ftill believes, that men had once tails depending from the 
gahli end of their bodies, supposing them to go upon all four u 
N. B. Dr. Johnfon defines the gaile end to be •* the slojiing roofoi 
a building,*' and he gives a pleasant inftance fi-om Mortimer's 
Hu&andry. «« Take care that all your brick work be covered 
&c. vf\iho\xt gable ends^ which are very hea'vy^ &c.'* 

(«) James Earte, Esq. Senior Surgeon at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, and Editor of the celebrated Perciv al Pott*s Works. 
I have been informed that the notes which Mr. Earle has added 
are valuable ; nor would ! pai^ in filence the treatises he has 
given to the world in his own same, the result of extenive 
jpraAice and observation. 
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With SymondsLand with Grafton's Dvke (^) would 
A Dilettante in Divinity i [vie^ 

A special 

(o) A young Surgeon of an accurate and philosophical spirit 
of invefligation, from whofe genius and labours I am led to 
think, that ti^e medical art and natural science inriU hereaftv 
receive great acceflions. (1797.) 

(/) The Duke of Grafton, the Chancellor, and John Sy- 
monds, L.L; D. ProfelTor of Modern Hifiory in the Univerfity 
of Cambridge, have both attracted thepublick attention by their 
various -fcTrVf/j and Obsirvatitms on subjc6ts of Scripture.*— 'As I 
never may have so convenient an opportunity, I will also offer 
a remark or two, which are new to me, on a paflage ia St» 
Paul's Epiftles, if another Layman may be heard with indul* 
gence. There is no particular coiije6^ure as to the peculiar 
meaning or force of the following paffage of St. Paul in the Se* 
cond Epfftle to Timothy. « The Cloak which I left at Troas 
bring with thee, and the books, but especially the Jiarthmeni^^^ 
£p.2. C. 4* V. 13. I would hint, that this Epiille was written 
from Rome when Paul was brought before Nero the second time* 
Evfff^ «7ro Pa;/X93C, ore ex Scz/te^^ ^ape^m Yiau\o^ rat Kataoffn 
Kspo/vf. In the 22d Chapter of. the A6ts, Paul was tenacious of 
the privilege of Roman Citizenfhip, ai\d it proved of much ad- 
vantage to him before the Centurion. It may be, and it .is, a 
matter of mere cohje^ure^ whether he might be required to prove 
himself a Citizen of Rome, when he was to make his defence. 
Thtst fiarckmentj (lu^J^^miJ might contain some documents, 
or be a deed or diploma of some consequence to the matter 
in qucftion* But as to the Cloakf there is something more paiw 
ticular. ThcXUai in the original, is ^sXoim^, or ^iXovnu 

wbick 
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A specif plerk for method and for plan. 
Through science by the alphabet he ran. aSo 

I Prudent, 

which IS undoubtedly a corruption for $a»yoXt)?, and it is io resA 
in the Codex M. S* Biblibthecae Caesarex Viennensis. <^duvo\?}C 
was grecised from the Rooian word Panula. This is no more 
than was done frequently in other languages and in other coua« 
tries* Particularly when the ^at of Empire was transferred 
from Rome to Byzantium, the lawyers of the Imperial Courts 
were obliged to grecise many terms of law; as $i$cVxo!(ui- 
{Aiffffaptkiq for fiJei commissarios^ Pctt^jSiov for refiudium^ (as in this 
paflagei " 'EvXoyon^ i yvm to FstthSiov orzik^iB* xtX." Jufti- 
nian. Novell. 2a.) Ktjvffsvgiv, for Censere, E^sSiTov, for Exfiedi^ 
turn or Exjiedith^ j^t^rfofji^itrcroy for comfromissuniy and other wordsp 
as may be feen in Du Frefne's and other Lexicons, but in par- 
ticuiar Iq a most singuhr and fcarce Glofsary by Meursias.;]: And 
in the East, before theaccefsion of the Houfe of Timodr, the^r«- 
^livf language was prevalent in Hindostan^ when the Hindoo 
Rajas had Communication with the Mahommedan princes; and 
it is remarkable, that the Jrahian language is ufed technicalijr 
in the Code of Gentoo laws. Ch, i». S, 3. '* That is a wo* 
man's property, daring the Ayammi Shaddee** Thefc words ar« 
the Arabick terms for the Days of Marriage. The trial of Ma- 
horajah Nundocomar for forgery before the Supreme Court of 
Judicature in Bengal, will fgrniib many singular inftances.«— 

But 

t •* Joannis Meursii Glofsarium Gracco— Barbarum, in quo 
praeter vocabula quinque millia* quadringenta. Oiizcia.atque 
Dignitates Imperii Constantinop. tam in Palatio, quam in 
Ecclesia aut Militiai explicantur et ilJustrantur," Lugd« ,Bat. 
7614. It is worthy the attention of any scholar. 
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Prudent^ ^ Newton, (j) in dpmestick care. 

With 

But to return to the (^anfoXm; or P^entela. I would obfcrvc that 
when the Roman state degenerated into an abfolute monarchy, 
many Citizens laid aside the Toga and wore the Panula, or the 
lacerna in it's (lead. Augustus highly difapproved of this change 
in their drefs. He was, as Suetonius informs'us, indignahundus^ 
and gave orders to the iEdiles on the fubject; " Negotiifm ^di- 
libii5 dedit, ne quern poflhac in foro paterentur, niii positis/izffr- 
His, togatum consistere." Oaav. C. 40. But the Pignulm was 
•till worn. As the Patiula was fo specif caily a Roman garment 
and worn only by Romans, St. Paul might wi(h, as a slight con- 
firmation of his point, to fhew what was his cuftomary drefs. It 
may be remarked, that the Panula was a veftnient, which the 
Romans generally wore uponajoumey. Juvenal obfcrves in Sat* 5. 
•* Multo stiUaret Panula nimbo," and St. Paaliays, that •* hthfi 
ft behind him at Troas."— This is only written as a mert iitirarj^ 
lemark to hint, that in the minutest pafsagcs of xhp Scripturee 
there may be fome meaning ; and that nothing can be fo con- 
temptible as a fooliih and profane ridicule, on any pafsage ii| 
the facred WTitings, founded on ignorance. The prefcnt remarks 
arc intended as a matter of fome little curiosity : and I look npon 
them in no other view. But I think there is no pafsage in the 
Hebrew or Greek Scriptures which will not at last admit of 
such an illustration or explanation, I mean fihiklogicalfy or 
eriticalljy asnaay put to silence the ignorance offooliih men. 
Moch general information is to be obtained from Harmer's 
valuable and fatisfactory Cbfervations on the Scriptures, col- 
^ lected from Voyages and Travels in the East; (four volumes 
8vo.) and from ^ Letters from some Jews .to Mr. Voltaire.'^ 
A man of real erudition, who merits the esteem of his fellow, 

creature^ 
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With no Scriblerian (qq) scrupks for his Heir, 
He took, not e'en in thought inclined to rove, 
A wife for regularity, not love* 

A little 

creatures, constantly; keeps his knowledge, his reason, and his 
/irudcMce connected indiwolubly, or i^s it is well expressed by • 
philosopher, Ev (rvvapfAoya ahaXvrca nxroc Xoyov a/H^rTw. J 

(^) The celebrated ^ind learned Bishop Newton, late Bishop 
of Bristol, in his pleasant and ingenuous account of his own 
life (written by himfelf,) has rccprdcd the very ufcful c^cono^ 
mical motives for his marriage. 

In the year 176 1, Dr.Newtori thought /.rr/W/K of taking a wife 
M seconJe. . His reasons were as follow, and may be serviceable 
to many. *« O Fecchi, ch'avete hisogno di Moglie ! and so on, &c. 
hc.8cc.Scoiade'Mdrttati.—^*Dr. Newton found that the study of 
«* sacred and clasbick authors ill agreed with accounts 0/ Butch en 
•« and Bakers bills, and by daily experience he was convinced 
•* that it was not good to live alone without a help meet for 
•• him. Andtspeciatty when he had some firospa of a hukefirUK 
«* Fresh difEcultres and troubles opened to Jiis view, two house* 
•• —a greater number of servants—a better table and pubHck 
« days^and he plainly foresaw, that he mutt either frnfl a prey u 
<* s^ivants, or look out for some dtnitr sensihU wommn to be his 
^* wife, who was a frudem m^nsigar and ceconomist, and could 

'' lay 

t PUt, Tima. Locr. de Anim4 Mundi. Plat. Op. Edit. Scrrani 
Tom. J. page 9;. 
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A little architect in all his schemes^ 
Some say, he had a method in his dreams. 
Three sessions in the House he daily toiFd, 
In every plan; in every motion foird> 

Till 



•* Ai)r wf Jits mmey to tke iest advantage^ who had no more taste 
** and love of pleasure than a rcasmahle woman should have ; who 
*^ would be happier in staying with her husband dt/^ffmr, than 
^ in pirfiitualfy gadding ahroad\ who, though she brought no 
*' fortune, might save one^ and be a fortune in herself. In short, 
** the Dodor married on the 5th Sept. 176X9 and on the i8th of 
*^ the same month he i/Vjr^/hisMajesty'shand on hisBishoprick.'* 
The Dodtor was lucky. " Oscvla libavit, dein talia fatur; i, c. 
'* The Bishop adds, A lady of quality, a friend of his, said upon 
** his marriage, // was the loisest thing be ever did in his life; and 
*' that she was the most proper wife for him in the world. And 
*^ indeed, says the Bishop, she more than answered his warmest 
^ wishes, &c.** Bp, Newton's Life, 8vo. Ed. vol, i. p. 81.— 
Except in two aculeated clgsing words, his Lordship does not 
take into his account of wedded love, " the golden (hafts, the 
** conilant lamp, or the purple wings/' which Milton cele-i 
brates, and Husbands feel. 

** O FecM^ che avetehisogno di moglie &c. &c. &c &C«" 
Episcopal Air and Rondeau re/teatcd^ by a Chorus of Doctors and 
Chaplains. 

(^;) See the Memoirs of Martlnus Scribleros. Chap. i. Hvn 
Dr. Cornelius observed all the rules given by the ancients to 
those who desire to generate children of wit, which Dh Moro* 

sophos 
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Till like grave NichoUs m a pet he sworei 
•* I'll move myself^ the Houi^e I move no motej**. 
.Then penh*d to Pitt his monitory strain^ (r) 
As Murray, clear, and as fond Randolph, plain* 
Resolved on ease, his travels were at home, 
AndLum'sden (j)taught him to converseof Rome: 

The 

sophos magnanimously disregarded. He neither cared for the 
South or the Weft Wind. Lucretius thought otherwise. 

Cum reserata vigel genitabilis aura Favoni, 

Docfwes primum aerii te. Diva, tuumque 

Significant initum &c» &c. &c. &c» 

(r) The three great, yet familiar, Letter -^v^riters tfthe age are^ 
John Nicholls, Esq. M. P. for Tregony (1797). Sir James 
Murray (pulteney) Secretary to the Duke of York in Germany, 
5nd the Rev. Dr. Randolph— See « A Pair of Epiftles in verse, 
'ivith notes: the firft to the Rev, Dr. Randolph, &c." 2nd 
edition. 1796. I recommend them to the general entertain- 
ment, «nd perhaps instruction, of the poblick. 

(f)That ingenious, accompliihed, and very learned gentleman, 
Andrew Lumisden, Esq. F.A.S. Edinb- has since that time 
taught us all, in the moft agreeable scholar-like manner. See 
*^ His remarks on the Antiquities of Rome and it's Environs, 
being a clai£cal and topographical Survey of the Ruins of that 
celebrated City." 4to. 1797. It is a pleafingand moft judicious 
performance of a Gentleman who appears to have enjoyed the 
united advantages of foreign travel, iludious leisure, and polite 
company.' 
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The arch Palladian and the Parian stond ^ 
He lov'dy the pride of Chambers and of Soane. (/) 
But late, by Carter's (u) holy pencil won, 
Wyatt and Gotbick (uu) heresy would slmn ; 
And oft in thought, by antiqtae pavements laid. 
With Lysons (.^tf) guide the military spade; 300 

And 

(/) Two celebrated architefts. The profeiGonal knowfodge 
of Sir W, Chambers, Knight, (of moft kemck memory) waft pro* 
found and subftantial. Mr; Soane has more fancy and airiness 
of deiign, and is certainly a man of information and iaget^uity. 
But he indulges himself a little too much in extravstganzas and 
'mhim. Scie the Bank. 

(») I am obliged for this information to a Fellow of the S. 
of Antiquaries. — Mr, Carter is a draftsman of the very firft merit, 
but his catkolick zeal betrayed him,'af&fled by some Morosojihists 
of the Society, to attack the first genius^ in Architsc* 
TURE, in this kingdom, Mr* Wyatt. Ltmgd est injuria : Umg^ 
amhagis. It is difficult to prove that the Society of Antiquaries 
was instituted, folely to preferve the purity of Gothick Archi- 
tecture or to listen to the tirefome cabals of bufy Baronets and 
meddling Romish prIests.«-rBut to us, under the auipices of 
Wyatt, 

O Fortunati quorum /lia tecta resur^unt! 

i£neis ait, et fastigia fufpicit urbis. (Nov. 1797.) 

{x) Samuel Lyfons, Efq, F. R, S.and A. S. The mod ju* 

dicious, best informed, and most learned amateur Antiquary i« 

this 
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And once, for purer air o'er ryr^?/ ground. 
With little Daniel (y) went his twelve miles round. 

Y On 

this kingdom, in bis departmcDt. Z>^ Isthins maruis Fitruvh. 
His work on the remains of the Roman Villa and pavementr 
kt Woodchester^ near Gloucefter, (which a friend has just 
^hewn me) is fuch a fpecimen of ingenuity, unwearied zeal, 
and critical accuracy in delineating an<i illustrating die frag- 
ments of antiquity^ as rarely has been equalled, certainly never 
farpaffed. . His Majeily was fo pleaied with fome of Mr. 
Lyfons'^ aUempts (near Dorchester I think,) that a party of 
ibe militia was detached to s^fsist him in digging among the 
ruins. A friend of mine wag much entertained with tht tbrtf 
tents erected on the fjpot^ and a detachment of ibldier^ storm- 
ing a fort under ground, undef the orders of an Ant^a^ry. 
Hence my allusion to the military 4/^/^»— Of the genio^ judg- 
ment, knowledge, and perseverance of this Qent|eman in the 
department he has undertaken, it is difficult tq speak in teriaa 
of sufficient approbation. (Nov. 1797.) 

(jfj The Rcy. Daniel Lysoas, M . A. th« Brother of Samuel 
Lysons, Esq. An ingenious and diligent Antiquary, hut of att 
inferior class ; I mean as t§ tk§ rtsptBive sutjeHs tf tkttr towku 
He is author of The Environs^ twelve miles round i.ondoil» 
But really, in these hard times. Four large Volumes in 4ta* 
^irc'-wove and hot* fires sed^ and Six Guintas' paid down 0,11 
the table, and the boQks iinbpund, (and an appeodix threate* 
ned) are rather too much for parifli-regifters, births, 
deaths, and marriages, or even for fhe delights of Islingtoa, 
Homerton, Hackney, Clapton, A^on, and all the rural retreats 
of City innocence and pure air, in the neighbourhood of Town* 
The work fhould have been printed in Svo. My only objeflion 
is to the typographick pomp and txpence of a book on jyrin 
subjeft. I think moil persons will agree with me. (Nov. 1797*) 
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On Sundays at Sir Joseph's (2) never fail'd. 
So regular, you might have thought him baiPcl. 
With Jones a linguist, Sanscrit, Greek, or Manks, 
And could with Watson play some chemick pranks j 
Yet far too wise to roast a diamond {a) whole. 
And for a treasure find at last a coal. 

Would 

(%) Sif Joseph Banks, Bart. Knight of the Bath, President 
of the Royal Society, Privy Counsellor, &c. &c. has inftituted 
a meeting at his house in Soho Square, every Sunday evening, 
at which the Literati and men of rank and consequence, and 
men of no consequence at all, find equally a polite and pleaiing 
reception from that justly diflinguiihed Gentleman. Sir Joseph 
Banks is fitted for his ftation in the learned world n«t more 
from his attainments and the liberality of his mind, than by his 
particular and unremitted attention to the interefl and advance- 
ment of natural knowledge, and his generous patronaige of the 
ArU. 

FORTUNE MAjORlS HOVOS^ BRfiCTUS ET ACER ! f 

(«) The ingenious Mr* Tenant has fhewn, in a paper read 
at the Royal Society, that he can reduce i^ Diamond hy evapora^ 
tion to Charcoal. I hear J^rs. Haflings, and other great pos« 
sessors of diamonds, have a kind of Tenanto-photia^ and are 
ihy of this gentleman. A^oor Poet^ like myself, who has nei- 
ther diamonds nor any thing precious belonging to him, can 
only remind Mr. Tenant and the Royal Society of the aid 
proverb, •• Carhonem/iro Thetauro,^* 

f Claudian. 
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Would sometimes treat, his wines of chosen sort; 
Will Pitt, with honest Harry, lov'd his (^)port; 310 
The Bengal Squad (r) he fed, though woodrous nice. 
Baring his curric tpok, and Scott his rice. 
In Scrip : not Hemings' (ji) self more vers'd than he. 

The Solomons, or Nathan, or E. P. ; . 

y 2 Loyal 

{h) I can give no better character of, his old Port.— We all 
know on such occasions, ** Bacthumin remotis rupibus*^ it the song 
of hotust Harry Dundas, in all the wildness of highland Dithy- 
rambick ; while Mr. Pitt, on the battlements of Walmer» in his 
own and Virgil's sobtr majesty, ** oceano libemus, ait.** 

(r) " Privatis majdra focis."— I can have nothing to say to 
them. Dr. Morosophos^ was bolder than I can venture to be, 
1 could write down a pleasant collection. Several of them are 
' Reformers^Mr. Philip Francii, little Michael Angelo, &c. Scc.ke* 
but none of them are disposed to extend the question of Me/orm 
in a more important department. 

D*ou ce Visage enfin, plus pale qu'un Rentier, 7 , 

A Taspect d'un arret t y»'' retranche un quartier f 
Qui vous a pu plonger dans cet humeur chagrine? 
A't'On Jiar quelque edit reformc la cuisine? Boileau, Sat.jt 
(d) Dr. Morosophos now and then dabbled in the funds. 
The Gentlemen 9f the Stock Exchange^ or The CoUegCy (as it is termed 
in City^wit) are much indebted to that eminent calculator of 
the different fiayments^ Mr. Hemings. Boyd, Benfield, Solomot^ 
Solomon, Nathan Solomon, E. P. Solomon, Thclusson, Old 
Daniel Giles, Mr. Battie, Lord Lansdowne, Dr, Moore, Little 

Count 

f Mr. Pitt is supposed to have taken his hint of the quadruJiU 
assessment from Bolleau, and to have imjtrwed upon it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 340 J 
Loyal and open, liberal of cash, 
(Not your damn'd dollars (e)y of Bank-paper trash) 
Nor tax, nor loan he fear-d, at table free. 
And drank the Minister "With ihret times ikr^e-, (f) 
Till with a pun old Caleb {g\ crown'd the whole, 
" Consols^ land liot philosophy, consoUy 326 

He 

Count Rup^e, and all those who loo\ an eighth better or 'nborsefor 
the ojiening^ Jf now that I am right, in pronouncing the panegyrick ' 
of this learned classiek on the Stock Excha^e. 

" Preiis nrioi le bon parti ; laisse la tous les livrcs- 
" Exerce-toi, mon fils» dans ce& hautcs sciences ; 
•* Prens, an li^u d*un Platan, ce Guidon des Financei.** 

Avis de Boileau, Sat. 8. 
Js) This verse \yas evidently; writtcxi^ aJFter the. a6tb of Feb. 
1 797, after the order of Council was s^ijt to the Bank of En- 
gland^ when the whole natioa was made, to pass thrvngh tht 
pilars of Hercules. - ' 

(f) Certainly Dr. Morpjophps did, thi?, b^rc Miu Pitt 
(fame rahidd tria guttura panders) conceived the idea of tfn 
trip.le assessment^ ox ^ perhaps, three times three.— I I^ov. 1797.) 

'Sir Robert Hcrries, though HjO great poet, understands this sub- 
ject better than I, do. We read, aurea frima ^ta est aetas, ej^ 
vihdiCft nullo, &c. &c. Ovid, and compare Sir Robert's very 
se;nfible -^«/«wffdf/ Sketch of Finances ip 1797. ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ 
Autumn are favourable to j^ainters of sketches. See also, **Ant 
Address to Mr. fitt on theTtiple Aflcffmcjat." 

(g) Caleb Whitefoord, Esq.— N. B. If you do but touch him^ , 
puns stand as ready as quills upon the fretfuh porcupine. I wisfar 
him health and spirits for many a year, in a green old age. \ a(n(f 
then with the Epinicion of Horace, Vitd cedat^ uti cMviw satur^, 
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He talk'd, like Indian (A) Rennell, rather Jong-, 
And would at times regale you with a song : 
But seldom that; io musick tbotgh a prig. 
The little Doctor swcU'd and look'd so big: 
Nay to Greek (/) notes would trill a-Grecian ode. 
In diatonick kind and Ljrdian modcj 
And then with Burney, as his fit grew warmer. 
Conversed of Stentor the great {k) throat -performer ; 

Y 3 And 

(h) Major James Rcnncll, the great Geographer of India, 
^iraw. A gentleman to whose accuracy and extent ofknow. 
]edge this country is considerably indebted. But this has no- 
thing to do with his c<mvirsation» 

(/} Dr. Morosophos, the man of method, was rather trou« 
blesome to his friends on this subject of Greek Musick. He 
wished to pass for another Meibomius. But there is still 
reason to think that he never saw the three hymns to Calliope, 
Apollo, and Nemesis, printed with the Greek musical notes 
to which they were sung, at the end of (the Oxford edition of 
Aratus in 167a, by Dr. Fell, or the more accurate copy of these 
hymns in Mr, Burette's Memoire oti this subject. Memoires 
de TAcademie des Inscriptions Toixi. 5.— ^Dn Morosophos 
knew but little of the system of the Lydian Mode in the dia- 
tonick geihis. There is also reason to think that he ]cnew as 
little, as Bishop Horsley, of the Tlpo(rXatJ.Gavo(MvoSj the 
T^raTT) tMxrcov, or the Ylatpvwam iJi^ffojv^ &c. 

(i) ** Stentor i^ celebi^ted by Homer as the most illustribus 
thtoat performer of antiquity." Burncy's Hist, of Musick 410. 
vol. X. p. 340, 
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And with Raimondi's fife, and warlike ai t, 

Play'd some French General's obligato {kk) part. 330^ 

Banks {/) gave him morning lessons how to dress. 

And Morgan {m) whisper'd courage and finesse. 

/A Poet 

(kl) I allude to Signof Raimondi's cxqiusitc and interesting 
piece of instrumental musick intended io fx/irtss a battle. It 
is called A Battle Symphony, It consists of eight different 
movements, in which Gevtral Raimondi powerfully calls on 
the imagination of the hearer to ailift the Composer* The third 
movement amuses and alarms me the most. ^Mt announces the 
•' Council of War, composed of Eight Generals, lelire' 
** stnud ky^iQ^i different instruments •^//J'/z/zV which at last, 
** in their accord, in a general cadence^ express their unani- 
•* MOVi RESOLUTION OF GIVING Battle !" Bravo^ Maestro!!! 
E Guglielmi che ti !o dice. In this manner, Dumourier, Custine, 
Pichcgru, Miranda, Hoche, Berthier, Angcrcan, and Buonaparte, 
have each played their Mgato parts in Europe, as assigned them, 
tunfuria^ by the Convention and the musical Directory of France. 
Europe, has by no means approved of the general cadence : but 
THE Concert is still proceeding in all the harmony of hdrrpr 
and barbarick symphony. 

Rendono un alto suon, ch' a quel s'accorda 
Con che i vicin cadendp il Nilo assorda ! t 
But with respect to Great Britain, I hope and trust that a Band 
of our own British Musicians will put to silence and drmvn all 
their ohligatv parts on their citizen rafts and barges, by a general 
cadence, and a well-executed, masterly, choral ferformance of 
OUR OWN Water Musick. (Feb. 179B.) 

(/) Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. &c. I speak only of •• Miming 
" habiliments." 

f Ariosto, CFuriofo. L. 16. 
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A Poet too he was, not very bright, 

Something between a Jerningham and («) Knight: 

He dealt intragick, epick, critick lore. 

With lialf, whoje plans, and episodes in store, 

^(f/>4c?^wasall; yet would he seldom ^yrite, 

JHe fear'd the ground-plot wrong, or — out of sight. 

At last THE Doctor gave his friends a work! 339 

(Not verse, like Cowpcr, or high prose, like Burke,) 

Chambers abridg'd ! in sooth 'twas all he read, 

From fruitful A to unproductive Zed^ 

OCT A VI US. 

What then? for ever shall we wildly stray, 
And pluck each hare-bell in the flow'ry way, 

Y4 Or 

{fifi) Maurice Morgari Esq. ai| ingenious writer, author of 
the pleasant Extr^vagofiza on the Courage of Sir John Falstaff. 
Mr. Morgan is known to his friends by the name of Sir J^hn. 
In his polidckb, he is of the LtinjdoFwn Sc^ooL 

(n) Knight and Jerningham. 

♦« SoyezplutSt mafM^ si c'est votre talent, 
Ouvrier estimi dans un art necessaire, 
^ *ecrivaim du ctmrnuti^ £5f potli vuigaire^y 

Avis dc Boileauj A, P. ch. 4/ 
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Or void of judgment, fire, of crilick force, 

Stoop to each golden apple in the course ? 

I never can with argument dispense; 

Pope gave the verse, but Warburton {o) the sense, 

AUTHOR. 

*Tis true; by plan and syllabus {/i) confinM, 
Knight thus composes first the reader's mind, 350 
To rouse attention is the poet's art, 
Knight calls to sleep, and acts a civil part. 
Save to his view when foul Pri^ipus^y) rose. 
He wak'd to kist, in stimulating prose. 

But 

(^) Oftavius is right in some dc8:rec. The commentary of 
Warburton on Pope's moral Poems is peculiarly valuable, and 
explains many seeming inconsistencies. Pope thought so 
himself. 

( p) Par classes et par ///r//, 
DogmatJKer en vers et rimer par ckapitres. 

Boileau Sat. 8. 115. 

(y) Concerning Mr. Knight's Treatise oil ihe Wdi^flilp of 
Priapuf, in addition to what I before said (P. of L. Dial. 1. v. 

134. Note. 
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But though that Garden-God (oTSokcndki^ 
Another Cleland (r) sec in Lewis (x) rise, 
-Why sleep th6 ministers of truth and law? 
Has the Stale no controul, no decent awe. 



While 



134. Note fg) I shall offer the spirited words of Clemens 
Akxandrimis, from his Aoyor TIporpiTrriKQ; sis rn; Exx^ivay, or 

Ilvxax ttj; vQpsciJS ai OBoX&yiat^ avrou rm ffviJi^TTcpviVovran CfMt 
©§ci;.v ai SiSa^xaXwr — JlaviO'xoi, xai yvi/.vai xopa*. xatMOPIflN 
ENTA2EI2 rais ypafai^ ocTroyvfj^viAfj^vou,: — HraEipriXgY vfjLiTt 
ret wra, .TTjETTOpveyxaffiv hi o^flaXptpi, at oxl/eij fAS[j(.Qiy^svKCC(ri* il 
WO'aixsvoi roy av9jwtf7rov, x«« to gvSeov rn TcK'Xiry.uros tK^yxsi airccp'F 
^!xyTs; ! xtX«'* — Clem. Alex. Edit. Cdtnmelin. 1^16, p. 30, &c.— I 
now dismiss this odious Treatise on Priapus for ^v^r.— N. B. 
The learned reader will recollect that Clemens Alexaiidrinus 
lived in the third century under Alexander Severus and Ca« 
racalla, was a native of Athens, and that the famoas Origen 
etudisd in his school. 

fr) John Cleland, author of " The Memofrs of ft Womaa 
"of Pleasure.*' 

(s) M. Lewis, Esq. M. P. author of «* The Monk a Ro- 
** mance, in 3 Vol." (Vol. a. Ch. 6. and 7.) See my Obser-P 
vations at length in the preface to this. Fourth Dial, of the 
P. of L. — The publication of this norel iy a Mimber of 
Purliamtttt is in itself so urious an oftnct H tht /luhlicky that 
I know not how the author can repair diii breach of publick 

decency^ 
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While each with each fn maddening orgies vie, 
Pandars to lust anij licensed blasphemy ? 3^0 

Can 

decency, but by suppressing it himself. Or he might omit 
the indecent and blasphemous passages in another edition; there 
is neither gemus nor wit in them, and the work as a compo-p 
sition would receive great advantage. I wish he may at least 
take this adyice. I will give Mr. Lewis an ottraft from the 
ninth Book of the History of Procopius, called the HisioHa 
Arcana of the Emperor Justinian and the infamous 1 heoddra. 
The words are these. 

•*'A?^Xo T6 /X04 evSetv rA\iS 'jrepii/.V'y)[jiovsvccx>i t«Js ry AvQpajirn oiX* 
Irioiru Oi/xai. * Kitayra. yap avr^ ra. r*ns ^vyjfis TfccS'n ^ros av 
^h^XP^^^ f^^t^'^'foct iiapKCJS 6*9). Ettei ocris aXoy^fJOLS rviv intzp 
rofv irBTrpocyfJLtvcav rriv aKryyvnn^ ax aira^m roir tVTvy%OLW(ri 
CicXt/po; (paivscrQal, rarcj Jyj wSe/xwt TCapxyofjux; arocpiros aCarof 
aXXa Tuv avaciSetav ast rs ^BTUTCis TrpofgfXaj/xevoj, fa<rra ts xa* 
a^EVi Ttoycu eg rwy Tcpoi^ojv roc; fjudpcorocra; yjmp^i** Procop. His- 
tor. Arcan^ Lib. 9. p. 46. Ed. Fol. Lugdun. 1623. — I wish Mr, 
Lewis may read and profit from this passage. (July i797«) 

Novels of this seductive and libidinous tendency excite dis- 
gust, fear and' horror, in every man and woman who reflect 
upon those virtues which alone give support, comfort and con- 
tinuance, to human Society. The interests of Society and the 
essential'welfare^and even the.vcry existence^ of this kingdom, au- 
thorise any man, though conscious pf nrtanifold frailties, to speak 
in the manner I have done, Fpr we cannot long deceive our- 
selves. Poetical men, of loose and ungoverned morals, can of- 
fer to us or to themselves but feeble consolations from wit and 

imagery, 
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Can Senates hear without a kindred i%ge ? 
Oh may a. poet's lightening blast the page, 

^ Nor 

imagery, when left to solitary reflection and the agony of 
remorse. I never found this subject so well represented, and 
40 unanswerably enforced to every understanding, capable 
of recdlling itself from vicious conduct and irregular inclina- 
tions, as in this short sentence: *• Whoever wholly j-w^ /^^/w- 
*• selves uji to Lust^ will s9on find it to be the least fault they are 
^'fuiUyof.'' 

In this place I cannot help recommending, with peculiar 
earnestness, the attentive perusafof one of the most instruc- 
tive and useful short pieces of Biography which I ever read, 
ia the life of Dr. Johnson^ by the learned Sir John Hawkins : 
from p. 322 top. 232. It is particularly important to many young 
men who live in the allurements of a great and high-viced t0wn, 
or aniong freethinking literati and the more calm and sober 
iSensualists. It is the account of Mr, John Dyer y a man of 
genius, politeness and learning. The conclusion of it in the 
words of Sir John Hawkins is very impressive. «' I have been 
*• thus particular in the histoiy of this accomplished and hopeful 
" yw»^wa«, whom I once loved with the affection of a brother, 
* «« with a view to shew the tendency of idlenefsy and to fioint out at what 
*• avenue Vice may gain admittance in minds seemingly the most 
" strongly fortified* The assailable part of his mind was laxity 
** of principle ; at this entered infidelity^ which was followed 
** by such temptations to pleasure as he could ^ee no reajon to repji. 
^^ These led on desires after the means of gratification, and the 
'* pursuit of them was his destruction." 

To <;oncludc. Whatever , I have said on the subject of this 
Novel, called thb Mokk,I shall leave as matter of record, whe- 
ther 
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Nor with the bolt of Nemesis in vain 
Supply the laws, tliat wake not to restrain^ 

Is ignorance the plea? since Elaekstone drew 
The lucid chart, eacfi labyrinth has a clue. 
Each law an index : students aptly turn 
To Williams, Hale, judicious (/) Cox, and Bum; 
Obscenity has now her code and priest. 
While Anarchy prepares the dire Digest, 37a 

Methinks 



thcr the If^ovcl is altered, or not. The tenor of the whole is 
reprehensible. I leaVe it as a protest against such a work, pub* 
liflied in such a manner, by a Gentleman in the high, honour^ 
able, and responsible station of a Member of Parliament. It is 
hoped and expected that no similar work will ever again be 
given to this country, (Added Nov. 1797.) 

(t) Samuel Cox Esq:, of the Court of Chancery, tht Editor 
(at his leisure hours) oi th^ reports of Peere Williams. I am 
not very cotiversant with Jkrcfisshnal la'w books, but a learned 
person shewed me Mr Cox's mode of illustratiion, and desired 
me to confider it. I really think, it seems as a model for alifiN 
ture Editors of Reports of former years. This plan is evidently 
the mode of a most judicious understanding and of a well-* 
read tawyer. Ifranseat in exemplum ! * 
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Methinks as in a theatre I staAdj 
Where Vif? afl^ FPlly s^\inter h^fid in h^nd. 
With each st^aage foxm in motley masquerade^ 
Featured grimace, and impudence pourtray'd; 
While Virtue, hoy'ring qlct th' iinhallow'd room^ 
Seems a dim spf^ck through SinS surrounding glooiiu 
As through thcsmoak-soilM glass («) we spy from far 
The circling Jfadiance of the Sirian Star, 
Faint wax the beams, if strong the fumy tiat, 
Till the star fades, a mathematick points 38Q 

Sure from the womb 1 was untimely torn. 
Or in some rude inclement season born ; 
The Slate furns harsh on fortune's grating hlnge^ 
And I untaught to beg, or crouch, or cringe^ 

. Fof 



(it) ** If the eye glais be tinctod fwntfy with tlic smoke of a 
*• lamp or tor^h to o.l?§curc the light of the stjy, the fainter light 
'' in the circumference of the star ceases to be vifible, and the 
*' star (if the glass be sufficiently soiled with smoke) appears 
** something more like a mathematick point.'' 

Newton's Opticks. Fropl 7. Thcor. 6. 
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For mc the fates no golden texture weavd^ 
Though happier far to give than to receive: 
Yet with unvaulting sober wishes blest. 
Ambition fled with envy from my breast 9 
For friendship formed, I feiel, in realms above, 
My Saturn temper- d by the beam of Jove. 399 

I cannot, will not, stoop with boys to rise. 
And seize on Pitt, like Canning, (a:) by surprise, (xx) 
Be led throjugh Treasury vaults in airy dance. 
And flattered into insignificance; j 

I cannot, will not, in a college gown, 
. Vent my first^ nonsense on a patient town, . 
Quit the dull Cam, and ponder in the park 
A six- weeks Epick, [y) or a Joan of Arc. 

I leave 

(x) George Canning Esq. M. ?• Under Secretary of State, 
tf» Etmianoi much ingenuity, liveliness, and learning. 

(xx) The Novels, Farces, most of the Plays, Romances, Bal- 
lets, and Pantomimes, of the day, are all founded on— ^»r/r/j^. | 
Why not the ministerial Cou/ts de Theatre f 

(y) Robert Southy, author of many ingenious pieces of poe^ 

try of great promise, if the young gentleman would recollect 

what old Chaucer says of poetry, 

** 'Tis every dele 

A rock of ice and not of iteeL" 

He 
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I leave these early transports, and the ealni 
Complacence, and the softly trickling balm 400 
Self-consolation sheds ! more sweet than all ' 
Burke felt in senates^ or Ifnpeachmcnt's Hakll; 
Borne to that course, where thuhdVing from afai* 
The Great Auruncian (z) drove his primal car, 

. E*en now, when all t view afflicts my sight. 
All that Home Tooke (a) can plot, or Godwin (*) 
write J 

Now 

tic gave the publick a long quarto volume of cpick verses, Joak 
OF Arc written, as he says in the preface, in six weeks. Had 
he meant to write well, he should have kept it at least six yean, 
—I mention this, for I have been much pleased with many of 
the young gentleman's little copies of verses. I wish also that 
he would review some 0/ his firhcijiUs. 

(t) Lucilius^ 

{a) Mr. HoRNE Tooke, in the conclusion oJfhis ** Diversions 
** of Purley,*' makes an apology for applying himself to subjects 
so trivial as grammatical discussions, in the year 1786. He 
uses the words of an Italian poet, yhich arc very remarkable, 
though they never have been much nbticjcd, 

*' Pcrche altrove non have 

Dove voliare ii viso, 

Cbegh I state inter cise 

Mfstrar con altrb xotrjsb altra virtude:^ 

The 
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Now when Txanslation to a pe»t is grawiif 



And 



The hour was however approaching, x^^hcn iis countenance was td 
be turned to other thoaghcs, and he wa& to display other talents 
Inrhidh had almost slept since the time of Janiqs. At the blast 
of the French revohitiori he awoke frorh graniimatical slumber^ 
alad found that ^thcr enterprises awaited him. We bare traced 
hii proceedings till his trial at the Old Bailey for high treason^ 
Nov. 4. X79f. IUhfilans were unfolded, and though he was 
acquitted, and *• Execution was riot done on Cawdor,'* yelit is 
not impossible that hereafter, (after his decease,) lonte honest 
Chronicler may be found, 

** Who will report (in private) • 
that very frankly he confessed his treasoifSj 
Iroplor'd his country^s [Pardon, and set forth 
A deep repentance." (Macbeth) 

Till that hour arrive?, I shall wait for the coBtirwUtion of hfe 
grdipmatical researches/ which are premised to the worM^ vMk 
Ihe celebr;ited wish of the Satirifl, 

Ut vellem his potiat nugis tota ilia dedisset 

TeMPORA SiEVltl^! . 

YtQiVSK the abilities and uncommon erudition of Mr. Horfre 
Tooke I dread much, and from the calmness an4 mildness of 
his conversation I should apprehend perhaps? more. But as I 
think THE WHOLE Kingdom is fully, and deeply, and solemnly, 
und unalferah!^ injpressed with the nature, the malJghity, the 
extent, the influence, and the terror of the grand Revolutions 
ary Princfple, and the desperate fury of Rcfonmng societies 
and embodied factions, I tinist Great Britainand her Ministers 
will never suffer the arm of justice and of vifikoce lo fcmit or 
to relax it's energise. (Nov, 1 797.) 
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And Holcroft (c) to French treason adds his own; 

When Gallick Diderot in vain we shun, 
His blasted pencil j Fatalist, (-^)and Nun; 410 
When St* Pol{f) sounds the sacring bell, that calls 
His Priests en masse from Charles's ruin'd walls; 
When Thelwall, (/)for the season, quits the Strang 
To oiganiiz'c revolt by sea ind land ; 

2 ■',"./ When 

{i) See an isiccount of this w^ak and contemptible Writer, 
William Godwin, and his Political Justice^ in Dialogue III. 
of the P. of L.— See also a future note m this pan of the 
t*oeixi. 

(<*) TJiomas Holcrojlt.'^kn Author, tranflator of plays and no. 
1rW«, andaojywW'^i^dirfcctinjg Statcsnian, tfied for High Treason 
at the Old Bailey in 17949 and acquitted. He is also one of the 
ClairvoyanSy and of the order of the Chfvalitrs dts Lunettes in the 
kneridian of Ifyde Park. Home Tooke cannot be much pleased 
with this compeer. Scurradegrtmnit prior. Sec the fable, (1797.) 

(^1^) The- names of his posthumous novels, translated for the 
benefit of Great Britain* 

(e)^Tht Bishop of St Pol. de Leon, to whom the care of the 
French Emigrant priests is committed en masse. The reader 
may recollect they were maintained in the old iransion built by 
Charles the Second at Winchefter.— The reader may be sur- 
prised, but be will find by the papers laid on the table of the 
Hoase of Commons, on the 21st of December, 1796, that no less 
.a sum than 540,000!. was issued in one year for French priests, 
and Emigrants, sacted andJirofane.-^Stc the Preface to the P. of 
L. dialogue IV. 
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When Barristers (g) turn authdrs'; authors {k) pr^e; 
Charles Fox allegiance dards tacaJcukte, 
And witli his sulph'rous torch relutftes the pile 
With unaverted (/) face, and ghastly smile; 418 

Now 

(/) This indefatigable incehdiafy and missionary of the 
French Propaganda, Jo^h Thelwali^ has now his Schools cf Reas9n 
in country towns, &c. &c. Yl^fuda-a)^ e/Aptat^optevoj. (1797O 

ig) Mr Barrister Erskinc. — See more of him and his pam- 
phlet on the French ivar in -a future nott.* " ^ 

(//) I refer to the House of Commons^ • • 

(/) In ancient times lunoag tlie^ Rogaans/when /i^~/iri//Vi^ 
ministers of funeral obsequies set fire to the pile, thy twmed asidg 
their Jaces. . :: .'\ 

Triste ministerium ! sabjectiEiiii more parentum 
w/-rr«/tcnuerc facem.' \ (Virg. iBn* 6*f 

Net so the Right Honourable Charles James Fox ! 

As Mr. Fox Uves Greek 2Lr\d' reads Greek, fnti^arl soUtus 
Greece) I will give my opinion of Mr. Fox''* 7ff»^»f and 
eloquence in that language. J' shall then say of it; . 

GcjfjLa,-i ^Xcyi^wffa tov fpoypn rviq ysviffsco^^ xai ^Xoyt^o/t^rvlj i^Tro 
rn; pE^vviof , ax,aroc(Ty(^srov Kdcxov, pteo-t^ /« davaryj^ops. If Mr F. 
would attend to this Greek author y he might learn the x^Xti 
avacTTpo^Tj, and the %poivrrii cro^/a;. Even Mr. Fox may poffi- 
bly read ivhat I say. -^ As Mr. Fox is now (June 1797,) studyinft 
Mr. Gibbon's History, he will find many an instruflive lesson 

for 
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Now when/bcneath thedread fraternal (/Vjfrown, 
The harp reversed grates discord on the Crown j 

Z a When 

for his publick concfuft. Mr. Fox, I know cannot always construe 
Mr, tj's Englisbf and is in the habit of consulting his friends 
cn the fHeaning of maily* passages and sentences;' but without 
moth siccess. His friends can confirm what I say, if they ^ 
think propef.t I always fed ^n interest in Mr. F^ox^s studies, 
wljether he Is reading Gibbon, or culling sim/iles oh St. Ann's 
Hill with Aspasia, or poring on the Odyssey, in lanncntation 
ovcriiis dejiartid friends in' the H. of C. in the old Bard's lan- 
goage, 

AfvtJ^voj w Ts ^uygnit >taK^Noo■Toy Eraipwv, 

But hii' lEraipoi Qf Friends are said to have left him $ttfy on ow 
account; his good humour and ability having never forsaken 
him. The account is this, deep, short, and full: 

On this subje^ I would,«ow, J add a remark or two. I 
would remind Mr. Fox, on the subject of Radical Rf/orm, or any 
similar subject, that the Hiftorian De Bello Civili has recorded 
this expression of Cuius Gracchm ; ** ASpoa;^ THN BOTAHN 

(Sinatum) 

• .. > 

f Perhaps Mr. Fox may understand and eomtrue the following 
sentence from the luminous Historian. '^ An aspiring candi«^ 
•* date may be tempted to build his greatness on the puhlick conftf 
" sign, but it is the interest as Well zsthe duty fif the Soverbigk 
*• to maintain the uuthoritj of the laws.*^ Gibbon, Vol. 7. p. 80. 
Ed. 8vo. . 

f Od, L. u I Od. L. I. V. a. .J March, 1795. ' 
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yVhcn Transatlantick Emigrants caa roam 

But 

(Stnaium) KocSripviKsi* 1*11(5 Historian proceeds to say, that 

. when THE MEASURES of Cazui Gracchus had been tried and takem 

effect, his words were found to be true. Ta S'spT^ TTf oVovto^ E2 

riEIPAN, ptei^ovti;; ST* eic^ayrtvan ro error th rpotx^B-— X«5(^i/ 

rs TTspiTiv ANE2TI^A(I>0A1 TO KPATOS TH2 tlOAI. ' 

TEIA2!!!J Arethewords//«/ff to thi» learned modern Grecian? 

. Does Mr. Fox understand ? Let me also add, that in after 

times TAe Tribune Vatinius conferred on Casar the gorernment 

of Cisalpine Gaiit ; and, what is singular enough, in the very same 

da3's Gabinius, a Consul cfjirofigdti chara^er^ arfured the Jieofile^ 

^* £rrare Cives^ si turn Senatum aliquid ip Republica pofTe arbi- 

trabantur." Cicero. Orat.pro Sext. 12-— See the great Chapter 

De Mutatis Mutandis,by the hkwT^iumviratb in England.f 

Wraniur tacits, et dubio fro tvvuinz/iendent ! § . 

The furthe^r I extend my researches^ political or biflorital^ 

the lefs do I find any thing which, in governmcxits and flates, 

and in the revolutions of Governments, is absolutely »«o in 

kind, but in degree, new beyond comparison. But as to the 

objects of fear, caution, and apprehenfion, I see them more 

rfnd 

" ■ — :; ' 1 — 

J Appian,De Bello Civili, Lib. i. p. 36^ .Edit.H.Sieph. 1592. 
t Sir R. W^lp6l6 spoke witii spirit on the Seceders from 
Parliament in 1742. Mr.'COxe iri his important and skvj 
valuable Memoirs (and original diplomaticK correspondence) 
of that Miniftcr,/ observes that, _" The consequence of 
this measure w^j /(7 ///^ Seceders disa/i/i6intment and speedy re- 
pentance, to the Ministers satisfa^ion and triumph. They 
even flattered themsdvcs with the hopes of being called batk id 
. their posts. They soon experienced the ill policy of their con- 
du6t. Tbe nation fwas not inflamed fy tffeii' condu^^ Set and rea J 
the Memoirs, of Sir R . Walpole. Vol. 1 ^.to.pagt 6o6.'i-^Mr, Fox, 
who, as well aseverv other statesman, will certainly peruse thi< 
' curious and instruiEtive work, should remember a sayina of 
Lord Bolingbroke the'enemy and oppcjser Of Walpole; ** History 
is Philosophy /^tfc^/«^ 3y ex amfilet, "^ (M^rch. 1798.) 
§ Stat. Thebaid. L. io« 
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But to return, ^nd praise $ur (k) English home ; 

■ Z 3 • Now, 

and more;' the events of which will be mw and terrible indeed 
to Great Britain, if jye do not find mercy in this day of wrath, ' 
fcorror, lapd convuliion. Yet I think I see, at the same time, 
pur means of Defence increased, and the spirit, gencrofity, and 
refolution of Our Great Natioji raifed and animated to aft, 
AS o^E MAN. If ever there was a time, when the Miniftcrs of a 
Countiy might fze\ an assurance within themselves that the cbne^ 
RAL PRINCIPLES, 0|i whlch tljcy havc aftcd, have been juft 
and juftifiable, an J that they might throw themselves on the 
judgment of their Country ; in my ppinion, it is the present 
hour. The flate of Europe has proved the intentipns of 
France from the firft moment of her Revolution ; and every 
hiftorical doQument d^ily confirms the proof. Though I pro- 
&& ^0 perfonaJ prediledioo for Mif. PfTT, yet I join in the 
common gratilttde for his firmnefs, unbending and inflexible 
|>^rfcverancc in general principles, which, qnder Providence, 
may yet prove our salvation. Upon very serious and mature 
reflection, I feel a rooted and unconquerable veneration for tibis 
great and transcendent character. 

Us TE, FORTISSIME TsVCrAm, 

Jceipio agnoscoque Hhens ! ut verba Parentis^ 
Et vocem ANCHisiB b^agni ntfnten^que recordor I 

(it) I allude to the union or French Brotherhood in Ireland 
jwith l\it\TBcok of Death.^^^tt the Reports of thelrisl^ Parliamen- 
tary Committee, and th(^ i)nemorable speech of the ^t. Hon. 
John Eariof Clare, Lord High Chancellor of Ireland, in the H. 
of Lords on the 19th. Feb. 1798, on the motion of the Earl of . 
Moira. (Repriated, Wright, Piccadilly.) The verbal variations 
pf the editions of it are of little consequence. The whole of 
it fiiould be read, as spoken by that eloquent, learned, well- 
informed, patriotick, and undaunted Statesman. 
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Now, when the French defend us (J) in disgrace, 
French swords, French fraud, French priests, and 

French grimace; 
When England changes arms— at such a view' 
Must I find method, verse, an^ patience too ? 
My verse, the thunder of a Patriot's voice,- 
Cries loud to all who England make tjielr choice, 
" Throw wide that portal y let no Roman wait, 429 
*' But march with Priestley through t]\c4^xiral gate.(w) 

OCTAVIUS. 

- {k) See Mr. Cooper of Manchcster'j Account on his retttrn 
from America, and the Letters of some wandering Journeyman 
Weaver or Carpenter, I forget which, &c. &c. •• Jmpudens liqui 
^^ /tatriosPenaUSy ice.** 

(i) I allude to the French Emigrant Regiments, enrolled in 
t)ie British army. Surely this is a measure of government 
unwise, and unaccountable on any sound principle ; a project of 
desperation, one would think. Is this a time for Englishmen 
toiay, 

Mutemus clypeos, Danaumque intigniano^it 

J/itemus. (July ^797*) 

[m) *' Through the dtxtral gate!'* — My allasion is this* . 

In ancient times, thje most frequented roads /• the city of Rwnt 

had tlaukle gates. They who came into the city passed through. 

the left-hand gate ; and they njuho went out op the city took 

the right-hand gate. See NardJni Roma Autict, L. lo. c. 9. 

- Pliny, in his Natural History, in th€ Chapter de Roma, 

Lib. v^. c. 5, speaking of the gates of the city, says, ** that 

twelve 
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OCTAVIUS. 

Talk thus, c*en Horslcy shall applaud : prodded . 

AUTHOR. 

' Thetears that Britain sheds, her wounds that bleed. 
Call for a fostering hand, the balm of Peace ; 

Z 4.' Not 

*' imjehe. of the thirtyrseven gates should only be numbered once 
'* ( semel numerori) .^* The expression is odd, but it alludes to 
such of those gates as were duuhle iji this sense. This was not 
unknown in other Italian cities. The ^otta de Bonari ^xVt^ 
rona (in the opinion of the Marquese Scipio Maffei, Verona 
niustrata, Part 3,) w^ in reality a twin or double gate^ 
though it has been mistaken by some antiquaries for an arch of 
triumph, . / ' 

In times Itki the present ^ I would never shut these dsulk 
gates in any city, xvhen the turbulent, discontented, and 
factious wish to retire into foreign parts. We all Femember, 
that Sir Arthur Hazelrig, John Hampden, and Oliver Crom- 
well, being ready to fail for America^ were stopped by order 
of Council! Hume's words are very strong and remarkable 
in this lecturing age, ** They (i. c. Hampden, Hazelrig, 
and Cromwell) had resolved for ever to abandon their nati^ve 
** countrjy and fly to the other extremity of the globe, ixhere 
*' they mi^ht enjoy lectures and discourses of any length or form that 
***' pleased them." Mr, Hume adds, vtx^ significantly, *' TJhe 
** King had afterwards fullieisure to repent this exercise of his 
" authority/* Hume's Hilt. Vol. 6. p; 311, Ed, 8vo, 1773. 
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Not stypticks, which the sanguine tide increase. 
Such as State-quacks, or Barristers expose . 
For fam^ and sale, and sleeping might disclose. 
In state affairs all Barristers aredull^i 
And Erskine nods, the opium (n)\a his skull. 

Saw'St 



(m) Ei skine.— Mr. P^rm/^r Ersktne if^ famous for taking opi- 
um in great quantities, (I have often heard him speak in praise 
of i{) and if he proceeds in this manner, it is apprehended that; 
his jidltical faculties will die of too Jarge a dose, of which there 
are many symptoms already. But all my observations are confined 
to his political conduct and career. They are not extended to his 
professional character, wliich is great, or to his private life, 
which no man is inclined to respect more than myself. But his 
political doctrines are plunging and dangerous. Mr.Eriktne 
has informed the publick, that he has net tbi talents tf a states* 
many which, in common with the kingdom at large, I readily 
admit as part of my political creed; though it is so very plain, 
as hardly to be an article of faith. In his late flimsy and puerile 
** View of the Causes and Consequences of the present French 
War,"t he comes forth to the publick /w,aX« ffo^icmxA^s ko^i, 
c-oSocpcof^ to use an expression from Themistius; but I caniiQt 
stile him in the words of that orator, before the Emperor Con- 
itantius, as Atv^h ptoipag (pvo-ei (ABrsypv^ Z<wov upavtov, sxciQev 
ioBtv Toif ri^h 6*5 £7niw.5X6»av. % ^ positively will not translate this 

Greek 

I II I ■■■ m il , 111 I II K ill I ■ ■ ■ ■ I ■ III" ■■ ■ ■— ■— ^ 

t 1797- 

J Thcmist. Orat. p. 3. Ed. fol. Harduini, i6?4. 
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^ S^w'st thou, (or did my troubled fanqr dream >) 
High o-cr yon^clifl, in rnaje$ty supreme, 44Q 

Vengeance 



preeky cither for the Barrister himielf or the country mem- 
herSf or the electors of the town of Portsmouth; bat I shall 
leave it to be rendered feithfully by the Rev. Dr. Parr, or Mr. ' 
Brskine's language master. Indeed in this age we require nothing 
but what v/e call, eloquence; though the term is miwrably 
aboied. But suck as it «>, eloqaence in the political world is like 
chftd^ in |lie Cbrittiao character ; without it a man is counted 
d^ad. 

|n ancjent tinjyes bowever, i^ ooe particular there was 
a great and essential difference from the present. Perhaps 
it n^ay ^ot l^e withp^it use to hint or remind some persons, 
that ill Greece and Ajchens, **' apud Qreclam, (in the opioioii 
*f and triumphant language of Cicerp, ||) que semper ELOr 
*^QyENTIA pai^caps £SSE yoLuiT, atque illas oipujum doc*^ 
*< triparum inventrices ^Mir^Ax, in quibus summa dicemdi vis 
?• et inventa est et fbrfecta ;'' in Greece and Athens, I say. 
Orators and Barristers were never permitted to make any 
e/tiUgui ovperoratkn whatsoever in the courts of law, or in 
the senate, ** Epilogos illi mos civitatis abstulerat/* says 
Q^intilian; (L. 10. c. i.) and froni whom? From Deho^ 
sTMSNEs, On which passage the learned Turq^li^as observes* 
V N^n Licihat Athbnis affectum movere, ac nt Ejiikgo qmdem 
utt'i** and yet Demosthenes appeared under tits testrietitm. 

What 

II Dc Qrat, ?-. u 
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Vengeance his attribute*, (and, as Ijic trod. 
The conscious waves roU'd back !)th<5 passing Gott,- 

That 

What docs Mr. Erskinc think ? Has he ever read the Pkadiiigi 
FOK tht Crown^ or against Midias, oi Uepi UatpairpBaQBu^ ? § 

Mr. EftSKiKE always appears to me .helow his aataral s>^» 
uhen he speaks in the House of ComBioai* \ have too often 
disliked the manner and the mattW* In .Westminster Hall 
he is without an equaL He h^s no riva^ ffi^l^c elo<|U«nc^ . 
adapted to the Bar ao4 a Jury. But a» h^ ciodfesse^ bimsetf^nd . 
Sqacesman, he should have spoken with . nobre modesty iad 
deference on political subjects to those, who are confessedly 
great statesmen in the esteem of the country. I will leave in 
Mr. Erfltine's car the words which Dcmoffbcnes thundered 
ag^nft j^ndi'oUon. It caiinot however be fuppof(id for a momenty 
that I c»n mean to cofnpare a gentleman of genius ai^d diilii^c*' 
titfn like Mr. Erikinc, with fuch a being as Androtion. I oii4y 
give the words, and Dr. Parr may tranQatc thcfm if fie plcflfefs. 



5 Mr. Erflcine, if he; ever read this laft oration, may perhaps 
recolje^b the allufion to the Jf^ater-CUck^ by which the length 
of publick speeches was regulated. - OuV E7X,£i ixzto, rxv^^ Coup 
hhi; cpLCi. The wse of this Clejisydra is proved from various 
authorities by the Icaitied Sigonins, concerning the cuftoms of 
the Athenians. I am toid it is. iu contempktion to have Clep* 
sydrae or Water-Clocksi in either House of Parliament, and in 
all the Courts of Law at Weftminfter. WHat an useful inven- 
tion^ for the Publick ! Such a custom might be fafely adopted 
even from a tyrannical democracy^ We fbould never forget, ;^ch 
was the Conflitution of Athens-, 
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That shook old Ocean's empire? from beneath 
Strange threatening notes in hollow murtnurs breathe, 

'" '■ ' / ; Hoarse 

• •''■"■• .' , y .. i 

€7ri T8 Qrnta/ros^ ShXu; xou £X ^Xa;v xa\cw lat/ru CeAtih; xai &c 

C£Xr<ovft;v+*' 

In conclusion, I recommend to all persons who have an itch 
for writing or speaking, in publick or private, from Mr. Bar- 
rifter Erfkine iiown- to l^r, Denf and his dofs, to ^fttidy ivifh 
care the following passage from Lord Shafteifamry, in his. 
*' Advice to an Author." The words are these: "\y here the 
^^ harm would be of spending some discourse, and beilo\vin|^ 
** a little brcalh and clear voice purely upon onrfelves, I can- 
*^ not see. We might peradventurc be lefs noify and more profi- 
^* table in company, if at convenient times we difcharged fome 
** of our articuliitc found, and' spoke to ourselves viva voce, when 
^^ alone.^* Advice to an Author, Sect. i. Thig anticipating 
remedy of Soliloquy the noble advifer prefcribes againft the 
difease called ** The Lptrosy of ELOQiJENCE," which is 
-now a Britifli Epidemick. Mr. Erikine, as I have been inform- 
ed, has been under a regimen for a long^ time to no effe£^, and 
a Committee of Phyficians and Surgeons (appointed, by the 
Houfe) who have examined Mr. Erfkinc's cafe, and the (late 
of his blood, have reported it as their opinion, that this te- 
prosy of Eloquence, with which he is infc£led, is like the ' 

Leprosy 



+ Demosth. Orat. Kar« AvJpoTiowo^ Gr. £d. Benenati. 
1570. page 398. 
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Hoarse thrpugh the d^afen'd shroud? ! But hush'd the 

blast, 

T^^ Trii>ent is confirM'D : the dream is past.(a) 

Oh, strong against oprselves, and rashly bold ! 

No voice, as in the Hebrew fane of old. 

From Britain's center to her .utmost bounds^ 

From parting (/:) angels in sad accent sounds 3 450 

Paine 

Leprosjr of Na^msn the Syrian, that it w\\\ cleave u Mm for 
ever^ except he rigidly adheres to Lord Shafttfbury's anttci« 
pating remedy of Soliloquy^ and abflains from speaking io aid 
places but in the Court of King's Btach.-^IUa seji^ci${ in sula 
Aoxv^X (July 17Q7.) 

(0) These lines were written and inserted here at the latter en4 
of the month of May, 1797. 

Proh dolor ! I m periu m Pelagi s je v i qu b ^ridentu* 
Cui nunc sorte datpm ! ^ 

A pitriotick poet may be, I hope, in this indance prophetical : 
f' The Dream is past. ^* Behold the confirmation by Admiral 
yiscoont Duncan, Earl St. Vincent, and Earl Howe, the great 
Naval Triumvirs. I trust we shall never again say, 

Eunt tutis TERP.AItUM CRIMINA veiis ! 

Ex quo Jura Ffeti, majeftatemque repoitan) 
Rupit I^sofiia Pu/ifiis Pagasati rapini! • (Nov. 1797.) 

(pX I tr,uft that Great Britain is yet firm, and that the guar- 
dians of her laws and conflitution will stand bold, undaunt- 
ed, txA with deliberate valour. My allusion in the verse is 
this. After the profanation of the templc at Jenifalera, 
under the Roman ErnpefQC Titus, w^ read (it is fcqor jed by^ 
their own Historian) that the voices of guardian aogels were 

hearcl 



? Statiu6| Achill. L. 1. 
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j*ainc maj^ blaspheme, I'bne, Tooke; and Thelwatt 

mourn, 
t)uR Ark'(j) is still by hallowM hands upborne I 

I too 

heard et the dead of night, crying out throogh it's inmost re- 
ccsies, MgT«C««v<wpt6v EvT«vfl«v» "Let us dcparf hence!'* Sc« 
the sevenck book of the Jewi&h War, by Joscphos, pag.^ i^82i« 
£dit. Hudsonl Qxon. ^ I recommend the perufal of the whole 
of that woi>dfj;ful . s^tion (Cap. 5* L. 7.) The Historian, in 
some parts of it,. is scarcely inff^iior in spirt:, language,. a»d sub»- 
.liroityj to ^^chyhis himself^ ISuiely at this mpst awful hoar 
when, I am almost tempted tp say, the moral ati<l the natural 
world seem to be breaking up together, when the mo^t powefr 
ful European states and populous cities have been convulsed or 
overthrown^ caa we hear, without secret emotion and with- 
out a kindred horror, what the Historian calls the.** PcjfjMuofw 
reLyfjutrwv aXathxyfAoq ifityk^fi^yusjmf the rtn 'S,ra(nw(rwt ffvpt xM 
(TiSti^af HMituKhMy.^anf upa^vyn ? Can we read unmoved, Otm 
iikiiuat 9iv "aMoj, «t' evrpo^no flrg/Avo-mro; ! Aijuuv t/^afAw^iMiHii 
MflSi (MiAwia^^t ii^ cliVpfAHS ii«f Kpatfyitiv tifrcfrncraiu £t/Vf7p^€i jrfi 
Utipfomx, xtfi T« 7r«p«^ o^i^, Qapunpay voiHvrx r%v op/DHr}v. Xi» 
66ft€^T>^nA0t) (p^sp6ifrepet\ xtX.— 1 will make no apology 
for prefenting the learned reader with this passage, as Longi* 
bus would fay, ** Ovru fjieyaXoi hi X070J, xai eptfpiQg/; ai svvoixi. 
oXov ^co)Xari6v ifocfXarixov xeci svayojvioi/,** (Sect. 9. de Sublim.) 
I expect hi& thanks and not his cfcnsure, if he is worthy to 
read it. 

- ( jy The ji6U Barr VEL has done a publick iStrvice to Europe, 
by his eloquent and perfpicuous delineation of de Htstoty tf 
Jacobinism in his work intitlcd " Mmnrts pour servir i P hiitcin 

du 
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I too will call, loud through thegathciing storm, 

Godwin 

•* du Jacobinisms^ I by no means 3iibsci^ibe to all the Abbe's opi- 
nions and particular doctrinb^, \^r to his n'hims and fancies* 
But m the difposition of the whole work, I perceive the hand 
of a master. He has difcovcrcd and traced from the very 
HWuVce the origitml CabaU and** lis impious tnfambhs leaders; 
'■jBnd he has laid down their scheme, and disposed the proofs 
from their otviii fathcntlckwritmgs and works,* in a convincing, 
orderly, and logical at-rdn^tfment. It h th^ best historical 
and critlcafl' conimenRiry extatft (excfept the "events themselves) 
f>n Mr B«fke*s first work* caikd •* Refledions on the Revolu- 
tiort in France.-' 1790, It Is wortHy to be read by all who 
are interested in the great ^aafe of QO0 and man, and 
1 hope it will be read and 9llidied< 
Finii et uErds 

^i^areh'9; SBRJG VOLVMUS D6CV8 ADt>Etfe MOttTI ! 

It is for so^ paramount reasonit, that th^ Legislature arid 9^11 
iht Masgistnit^s of Grpat Britain are loudly called upon /a cwtmtt 
(while they ytt can controll with eflrect) by the lam and h 
ilie law-alone,^ U\th works as those, by Thonas ?9ine^ and alt 
the spawn of lewdness, infidelity^ and democracy, in, tkcif 
Vigour or in their dotage.; to repress by lam such popirlar works 
or novels as thb Moi«i«» by M. Lewis. Esq. M. P. which I 
ha^e stated f amply, as indecent and blasphemous ; and to 
watch over the proceedings of Dr. Geddes J, the new Tran* 
slator of the Bible. The plain questions are these ; " Are we 
•* TO B^ PRESERVED? and. Can we be prbsshved.?" The 
French Revolution is now matter pi history, I mean of history 

speaking 

- — ' " " ; ' ' ' . ' " ■ — 

t Preface to Dial. IV. of the V. of L. 
S lb. Pref. to Diah IV. , 
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Godwin ^r^iiKS volney, (f)RuVn and Rcfortn; ' " 
""•' The 

? i C; ^ ":.••■? ti 'If: *f ,'*•"' '. "iH .-n . -. • .. .;: I '■ 
«[ie'ak!rtg In' tMy^HA^xiip^ of -evferjr ttattion *6f ' Eetropc. One 
c'sfablishrtient tipficfids 'anfttKerj 'antJ tire foil -of" any* btte driws 
rfcei* it ^? long kttin: Re^d the Methoi[?es' of thre Abbe BAXtteLf 
and doubt; if you c4n, Avhetbcr LrTER A+ure ^as pbwefr t6 iilt 
and fo Aiake a'KVci' "^Athtist Statesifftn ah^ays co-operate U'ltht 
Atheist Philosophers, but are gehefally duped by them. 
«* lis prennent leurs ordres sans le sa^uoir^^^ said D*AJembert, in the 
f'lenitudcof his impudence. The grand triple Con fp/racy and 
crushing Czh^Xy uhder all it'sf horrid formularies, againjic religion, 
regal power, arid* soc id onWi* uttdfermor^l reftraint, has shewn 
What is the force and potency of LiTERATUieE, stiniulated and 
iohdu(ftcd by an exterminating philosophy. Let EsrCLA^uBfi* 

WARt AND £<idk TO HlRS^LF'lf ' ." 

r {¥) GoDv^iN.— ^ Eccc itehim Oisplniis!''' aad I wish t 
&t^ not prooee4 with the Hne, ^^ £t est mihi saepe vnc^iidu^ 
** in parteV Moastrum • nulla -▼iriute-.reden>ptui«.*'^i— Id my 
ilote iff' Dialog ri«r g* of the P;t)f L* I tho<ught I bad takea 
l»ave af W>n3LiA;M GodVkcKj biir he has a^ain obtruded hiin-^ 
aelf uf»>a xht pwbtick^ and J, as one of the publlck, 4»iYaJi give 
:fr:few remaiks. on: his te« bbok,.^caiied *' Tke Enquirer; or 
ReAeftipns on £fiucakioii;Manneffe,mnd Literature^ in a series of ^ 
Btsayt.*^ Of his. firikjiiiry conceii^iig' F«>litical Justice, the author 

■'.I l^ '/ -* •^- ^ . differs 

"^ ■ j- ^^^- •■'■■» ■■■^ > ' ■■ ....... ,t^ij.. — ^ . . ■■ ^ • 

• «ti See also -*♦ the Proofs of aiCdnspir^cy against all the Rcli*- 
^gi^ns and Go^^-ernmeors of £u>Qpc, carried on in the Secret Meet* 
ings of Free Masons, Illuminati, &c. &c. by J. Robison, A. M." 
A book of great importance and Solemn warning to this^Coun* 
ff^, Which should be perus^ wkh- Abbe Baruel's work. They 
ittfl«ct a po wtrful light on each other. 
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The Sophists unabish'd yet rear their howJ, 

Their 

differs in opinion from me. He declares, Ih his Breface t6 his 
Enquirer^ that ** An Enqaily thut pursued oo FblUical Justice*^ 
(i, e. as he, William Godwin, has piirfued it) is trndouktidfy ^* lix 
*' THE HIGHEST STYLE OF makt ! ! I" Bttt as 1 have given m^T 
opinion upon it in the Third Dialogue of the P» of L« 1 shall 
say nothifig here. Yet I might add^ as it is recorded of th^, 
iniidel Boaster before Thebes^ 

Si tardias artus 
CessilTent, potmt/ulmen meruisse secundum. % 
i shall take hut a feiju chapters of his new book, for i-eally I 
, should fatigue myself and my reader past all sufferance, if I were 
to go through with it. The spirit and the manner is the same 
in all these Essays. " The present voluihe," (i. e. the Enquirer) 
he informs us, (Preface, p. 8) " is presented to the cgntefn^, 
**Jilattvt reader, not TLidicta^ but as the MATsaiALSOFTHiNk* 
** INO, and that they are committed to his mercy." lie adds, 
** that ioith as ardtnt a passim .fir innwatien as ever^ be^ (i* e^ 
'* William Godwin) feels himself more patient and tranquiL^* 
This is pleasant to himself certainly, but whether hit opiliiona 
and their consequences will promote patience and tranquillity ia 
other men, is all that we are concerned to kndw and to expose.. 
He professes t6 write a moral worki It is iniscellaneoua 
and unconnected, whatever he may think. J. would premi(d 
there is a difference in considering a moral and a mere mctti 
physical Enquiry. In the latter it is just and necessary to take 
in all the parts of a system to know it's efiicacy and appareoi. 
truth ; but in a moral work there is not the lame necessity, and 
ibr this plain reason. Mabkind are guided in their ax;tiMs^ not by- 
system', but by single impulses ; by detached maxims, by aphor- 
isms, by sentences, which have frequently the force of w.hoie 
volumes. Whatever impels to action singly and by itself may be 
considered also apart, and held forth either to approbation or to 

cfnsure. 
J Thcbaid. L. lo. 
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Their colours gaudy, though but idly (/) spread. 

A a Better 

censure. For this important reason I ^ball offer some passages 
from ^* The Enquirer, by William Godwin." The book per- 
haps has been read very little ; but it is published and it may he 
read, and I am' sure it ought to be criticized, not from its excel* 
knee or the ability of the writer, but from the subject matter. 

His first Chapter or Essay is, *« Of awakening the Mind,'* He 
begins with jo vtry *wise a sentence, that we are naturally pre- 
pared for much instruction. I have indeed been told, that Mr. 
Godwin's mother, like little Isaac's in Sheridan's Duenna, 
ufed to call him *♦ Little Solomon,'* What is this sentence ? ver- 
batim as follows; ** If individuals were universally happy, 
•* the fpecics *would be happy !" Again. ** When a child is born, 
** one of the earliest purpofes of his inflitutor ought to be, 
** to a<waken bis tninJ^ to breathe a soul into tbe, as yet unformed, 
♦' mass*' Whether the mass is the minist^ or the mind the ntass^ and 
at what time tbe soulis to be breathed into thermind^ is not quite 
clear; but it is very instructive. . Mr. Godwin also thinks, that 
'^ it is not the absurdesc of paradoxes to affirm, that tbe true oh- 
^^ ject of juvenile education is to teacb no one thing in particular^ 
*^ but (the reader will be rather surprised) to ^roo/iV/, against 
** the age oi five-and-ttventj^ a mind well regulated, active, and 
^* prepared to learn** It is to be remembered, that the general 
educatioh of mankind is the object under consrderatiprr. If the 
reader's mind is^ not avrakened hy such an alarum of nonsense^i 
I think he must be deeply intranced, as fast as a modern watchr 
inaiii or Mr* Godwin himself, when he wrote the chapter. 

Next comes Effay a. ** On the utility of talents.'' From this 
we learn» in Mr* Godwin's own words, that ** The only com- 

"plete 
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Better be dull than wicked ; from the heart 



The 



'.^ plete protection against the appellation of /W, is ta be the 
** poflcssor of uncpmmott capacity ;" and that " a stlf-sadsfiei^ 
half-Jwttii felloFw \% the most ridiculous of all thingj." This 
is ^%x^'veryinstructi'vey and lets as into the fecret of Mr. Godwin's 
wits and his felf-satisfadion. But I cannot think Mr. G's 
iiifttructions will ^* produce in bis pupil or. child (if he has 
either) *'*' ^ne nf the intg-looked-fvr sa-mours rf tbg tmrntm raaJ* U ^ 
might perhaps produce another Anacharsis Cloots, the Qr^itr 
of the human race. Then come " The Sources of Gex^as," 
in Effay 3. T^e sentiments are either so trite, or so absnrd, or 
to wicked, that it is difficult to clioofe. One of them I mui% . 
select. — Of the children of //du^zA/J, Mr. G. observes, "That 
**• at the age of fourteen the very traces of understanding are 
** obliterated. They arc enlifted at the crimping home of opfrts^ 
•* sion^ They arc brutifii'd by immoderate and unreaiitting \%n 
** bour. Their hearts arc hardened^ and their spirits broken by 
*' all that they see^ all that they/tel^ and all that they lookfor^uard 
*♦ /#. This is one, of the most interesting points of 
** VIEW in which we consider the present order of ^ociety\\\ It 
*< is the great slaughter house of genius, and of mind. It is tk^ 
*' unrdenting murderer q{ hope and gaiety, of the love of reflec-* 
" tion, and 0/ the lo'veof life." (p. i6i) This it is, I suppofe, 
a^ this atrocious but foolish writer would call it, to promott patienee 
and tranquillity among mankind I Mr. G. has not yet done, 
Efsay the 4tb is on the fame Soaices. Here he proves too 
much for himself. He sayc, p. 19. ** There is an insanity 
** among Philofophers,' that has brought Philosophy itself into 
** discredit." (p, 19.) 

At 
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The life-springs iss^e, and their force ifapart, 

Aa2 BcttcF 

At the close of the eighteenth , century, Mr. G. speaking 

pf the sacceffion of evenrts, and • the manner in vhich we acquire ' 

i^^ydejivdrs this sentence serioasly and philosophically, witt|> 

a view ia be imtrBctivi^ as I suppose. ** If zviy man was to tell 

^< me rhat if //»// thi triggtr of my gun, a sn^p and btautifiil 

**'Jborji will immediately appear starting from the mouth of the*- 

•♦ tube; I can only answer, that I do not expeS it^ and that it 

Vis contrary to the tenor of my former experience. But / caur 

^* assign vd^reason (///) why this is an event intrinsically more 

** abfard, or/^ likefytohafpefi than the event I have bcc^ acCQf*> 

f* tomed to witness. Ix mzy he familiarly illustrated to the jw- 

*• learned rezdcr, by remarking, that the process of generation^ in 

•* consequence of which men an^ horses arc born, has obviously 

•• no more perceiy able correspondence with that event, than it njoould 

f* have for me to/iull the trigger of a gun !!!" I pass by the gross 

indecency of the illustration, that I may just hint, what it is to 

be a philosopher, and instruct the mnteamed in the nevu way. I 

am ashamed to analyse any other opinions in this Essay ; but 

as Mr.G. is fiipposed by some to be '^a mao of talents^" I suppofe 

also that Mr. G. has the properties of *'. A man of talents," as he 

himself has declared them to be; and that ** Hb ^himself) can 

*• recollect n/i to *what /leriod he was jejune and up to^njobat period 

** he was dull. He can call to mind the innumeraile errors of spe- 

V eolation he has committed, that 'wouldalmoit disgrace an ideot.^* 

^p. 38.) For my own part, in the present instance, I have nothing 

to do with recollection* Mr. Godwin and his book »re before me. 

So much for *• J man oftalents,*\ I cannot opprefs the reader 

with all hi$ desolating, unfounded, and silly opinions on all 

trades, profeflions, and occupations ; wholly subversive of the 

order of society, and as I believe, of jiny sfipposcable order 

whatsoever of any regulated human society, 

B«t 
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Better tP write stark nonsense i better preach 

WitK 

But if the reader wishes to be amased with the acme or height 
of absurdity and wildnefs, 1 earnestly recommend to him t* 
read Mr. G's account of *• The Waik of a man of ttHentu (Mr. . 
*' Godwin himself, for instance,) tini of a mam wthmtt tak^s^ 
** (such as myself) from 7im/ile Bar to By do Park Corner ^ (p. 
3 1 and 32.) It is really reffeshing in the e^ctreme. Nothing can 
be superior to it, but his '' Gun of generation/* just described, 
and his '< self-tilling plough, without the intervention pf man,'* 
in his other book on Volitical Justice, Vol. 2. p. 494. Ed. 8vo. 
I will give Mr. Godwin's ow« account of this famous Walk, 
especially as the publick are accustomed (o ohferve all kinds of 
ipen and' women too between Ttmple Bar and Hyde Park Corner. 
•• The chief i^o\zi\oi difference (says Mr. G.) between the man of 
*' talentf and t hi man without^ consists in the different 'ways in 
V which ^heir minds are employed during the same interval ill*' 
^This is the, proposition, ludicrous and absurd enough of icself, 
but now let us hear the proof ox illustration.; ** They, (i. e. th^ 
*^ man ef talents and the man nulthout) are obliged^ let us fqppose, 
•* to walk from Temple Bar to Hyde P^rk Corner. The dull 
** MAN goes strait fornuard ; he has so many furlongs tbtra^v^rse^ 
•* He vhserves if he meets any of his acquaintance ; he inquires 
** respecting their health and their family. He giances perhaps 
*' at the shops as he pafbcs \ he admires the fashion of a buckle, 
** and the metal of a tea urn. If he experience any flights of 
^^ fancy (i. <^, bet wcei^ Temple IJ^a^i; ^nd Hyde Park Corner) they 
♦* are of a short extent ; of the same nature as the flight of aforejl 
•• hird clipped of -his wing§, and conde^nned to pafs the re;it of bis^ 
?' life in ^farm-yard. On the other hand, the man of 
«* TALENTS gives fuU sco/ie tO his imagination. He laughs an4 
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With silky {u) vpice, and sacred fldw'r? of speech, • 

A a 3 , In 

*l cries. Unindebted to tbt suggefthns of the surrounding objects, 
*f ^/x nuhole.soul.n enaploycd!** We arc now to prepare /cr /^r 
if^ioymnt oi the nvboU soul ot ^ man of talents from Templa 
Bar tp Hyde Park Corner, and the reader will observt that he 
has enough to do. *' He, (the man of talents) enters into nice 
*» calculations; he iigtfts fdgacious najonings^^^ (All this is done 
between Temple Bar and Hyde Park Corner.) ** In imaginatioa 
•' he diclaims or defcribes^ impressed with the deefieft fympathy, 
** or elevated to the loftieji rapture. He p'afses through a thou* 
^^fand imaginary scenes, trits bis courage ^ tajks bis ingenuity^ and 
•* til us htcovBiti gradually prepared to meet almoji <j»y.of the many* 
** coloured events of human life. He consults^ the aid of memory 
*' the books he has read, (N, B. a man of talents nevw reads 
•' in the streets), and he projects others for the future inJiruSiion 
" and deliibt of mankind," (\ always said Mr. G. himself 
projected his book on Justice and this an Education in tbejtreets ; 
Sic tii triviiSf indocte solebas,) Jf he obfer<ves the passengers,' 
'* (the dull man only observes his acquaintance^ he reads their 
** cbuntcnahccs, - conjectures tbeir paft hiftbry, and forms a 
*^ fuferficial notion of tlieir nvisdom andfolly^ their virtue or vice, 
•' satisfai^tion or misery. If he observes the scenes that occur, 
«* it is with theeye of a connoiseur or an artist." (The dali 
man 'above minds ohiy buckles and tea urm,y *« Every obji^^- 
•'is capable of suggefting to him a Volume of Reflections.'''' (Mr.' 
G. must meah bis oivn <uolume now> before" me, called Reflection f 
onmanners, education, and literature. j *' The time of thefe 
** two peifohs in one 'respect resembles ;' it has irougbt tbem both' 
•* to Hyde Park Corner, In almost every oth^r.-respect it is tlis* 
** similar." Here is- the denouement * or Eyorixa of Pbiio-i 
iopber Godwin, and 1 have no 'doubt, he ihinks it a discovery 
'/'■"..' ' in' 
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In softjirohtm {x) for.a Foundling's gowhi 461 
» to 

itl Terra jam cognita, as he will allow th^ gVoohd to be between 
Temple BUrand Hyde Park Corner, I caniiotfay the fttraliel' 
IS quite in the manner of Plata^h ; but* it i$ very instritciimgi' 
Ko man can ever be again at a loss to kno^w a man of talents^ 
fVom a man without, in thijire$ti. I had often been puzrled^ 
i\\\ I met with thii instructive volume of Reflections. 

When the Reader has considered this, and all the other parts 
I have produced, and thousands which I. have omitted, he^ill 
remember that Mi^. Godwin haa set himself up for a Legislator^ 
a. Reformer, a Philbfopher, a destroyer of ancient prejudices^ 
and a builder of new systeoui a guide through the darknef^, 
of the world by , this new light, and hfc cxpefts the obeisance of 
mankind. I am sure, t caiuiot even conceive that ahy man or 
tvoman will worship beforx suca an i magi of Democracy 
and Tyranny^ whoever may sound the pornet, sackbut, or 
dulcimer at the dedication* It is not an linage of gold ; it is 
an image of iron mixed iviti miry clayi 

. This it is to instruct the world, to reform iti to make it 
happy, J^r. G. comes in such a qoesdonable shape, that I 
know not when to finish my queftions^ I might go on ehaptei 
by chapter in this manner* Let any man look at biff opinions^ 
and the nature, of his knowledge and his pretensions.- I must 
copy two thirds (at the least) if I 'wished to exprefs, and to 
expofe, all tba( is reprehensible in this volume^ or wicked, of 
ridiculous, or trite beyond belief* I would hold up Mr. G's* 
own propositions, in his own words, to all persons who have 
understanding, and let them judge. Let them fairly decid« 
whether his impiety be not even less than his folly ; and the weak^ 
ae^sqf his understanding more visible than the plunging violence 
etf his exertions* *< Dat oper^m Ut cum ratione insaniat.'^ 
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To please some guardian Midas of the town, 

A a 4 ^ Who 

Mr* Godwin ik at beat but a mongrel and an «xotidf. He Js 
grafted ttpDn th« stock of Condorcet and the French rabble on 
French f nem^d ; but he has not even the raiKmits of that teemiirg 
aoii. ' £ii;gliah ini«ds will not long bear the grossnest of * such an 
unposithm, . We are better and earlier taught than he lyiihes w6 
should be. ReasoniDdeed disclaims Mr. Godwin ; of eloqaenjce^and 
good writi0g9(inspiteof allhisd6gfl[iatism)heknoM!snothing ;and 
of the Belles Lettres nearly as much s^s can be attained, or rathef 
/atikd up\ in ^ modern acadeiny in ^ome London Square, or at 
Iflington^ Bnt for Mr. ^oilwin we are to lay down PJato and 
XenophoA 5 for him we are to relinquish Anstotle and Tully ; 
to him . Locke is t« give way, awl the simplicity and tempered 
b8mou^o^ Mr. Addison is to be lost in Mr. Godwin's effusions. 
I really am fatigued with this man. Nothing but the import- 
ance of the consequences and effects of his wild, weak, wicked^ 
and absurd notlonV, (I cannot dignify them with the name of 
principles or a?<a//AaTa) could have prevailed upon me to have 
wasted irretrievably so much of my lime upon -them. 

From the period when Philoso/iber Hume first garbled his 
neglected " Treatise on Human Nature," and published it 
in the form o^ Essays, and set up a kind oi slop-sha/i of mo« 
raUty in the snlnirbs of Atheism, we have had nothing but Es- 
says upon Effays, till— we all know the coniequencc. . And last 
of all Qom^s PMojpfiker Godwin, and sets up his trumpery shop 
too in the same quarter 5 though he ifi willing to wait upon la» 
dies and gentlemen at their own houses, with his ** Grospaquet 
•• de totle 9/r/if § £sf rougi^^ upon the principles and practice of 
• - the 



JL.k. 



§ Gnen is the symbol of the Irish^ and Ktd cf trcncji dcmo- 
€ratick factions. 
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Who gives his vote from judgment znA from tastii 

' Better 

tlie ceklmited Fripitr in Gil Bins, and whh the fame kind of 
justice. *4le presents you with his second'^hand' siiits^ With his 
•• habits dt drmp tout uni^^' and his ** habits dt vihurs mu/uu fassksf^' 
demands his soixante ducats^ and then addresses yoo with the 
same cool effrontery ; ** Vous etes bien hewr§ux qu^on st smt addns^ 
•* a Moi, filutot fu'a un autre. Graces au del, fexerce rbndement 
'* ma frofession : Js suis le seul Fxipiek qui ait de la mo* 
'* RALE, t" So much for PhiisscpherGoBvriSf or Le PHiLOtopKB 
F&lPiER, malgri sa morale i 

To the learned world in particular (if they have erer drudged 
through the works of Mr. Godwin as I have done) I wiil ad- 
dress a hw words from the second book of the Pyrrhonick 
Institutioq^ of Sextus Empiricus, as applicable to William 
Godwin, after all the observations I have made on his writings. ^ 

•« E?opi6v>i'i5 TON AN©PnnONTOTTON Si«cp,vaiT^ 
a7f» Tft/v aXXivy Zwwv, xxi ElAlKPINilS NOHiAI Si/wi- 

(/) Volney,— See Dial. i. ^noter) of the P. of L. for an 
account of Mr. Volney's book, entitled, *' Ruins, or a Medita* 
tion of the Revolution of Empires."* x 

(t) '^ Mocking the air with colours idly spread/* 

Shakrpeare*s King John; 

I wish to refer the reader to an excellent, very seafoaableand 
important pamphlet called " Refol-m, or Ruin^ by J. Bowdler 
Esq. — ^It is well written. 

(u) All Doctors (and Biihops too} (hould remember it is one 
thing to preach, and -another to print and publifh their sermdns. 
It is alfohigh time for Bishop Horslsy (quiau travers detonte 

s^ 
II Sexti Empyrici Inst. Fyrrhon. L».a. c. 5. 
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Better with Warner move, with measur' J hs&tt 



To 



9a pktc ni'estfi^i Jut^r impunfment^ et (Joi a la satisfaction d*arra- 
chper iij Vduptutufts wx plaifin^ % ct d^afftrndr dams kur devoir diS 
^fousis ihrmnUes par des amans, seducteurs ; though I cannot say, 
•' qu'on trouve ses homilies ct scs ouVrages egalement forts ct 
deUcats) it is high time I Say, for toy Lord Biftiop Horsley to 
remember^ that it was faid of the Archbifhop of Grenada/^ Voila 
•* un Sermon qui sent furieufcment TApoplcxic'^f 1 do not think 
that the Arcbevfque tie Grenade (I beg pardon) plain Bishop 
Horsley (for- 1 think ^ he never luill he an Jrchhishop) will appoint 
me to be bis Secretary, or in the inimitable words of Le Sage, 
be desirous *' avoir pr^s de Ini iin homme (comme moi) qui 
'^aitdc la literature, ct une bonnt m^in pour mettre au net ses 
*< ^«)p/tfi/'{-«I may add, that ;/ 1 should take a walk through 
his Httrary grounds, \ fear I should be found deimage-feasant ; 
and if I were lo enter the premises at Rochester or Wefttainfter^ 
and be profecuted for it, I Ihoold certainly direct my counfelto 
plead a fpcdal ** Nil habuit in tenementis.^^ (Sec Lord Raymond'* 
Rep. 15)0.) For though his Lordlhip, as PlaintiiF, is but an 
JJI^nee^ be may take advantage of /^^^ eitippeU ^or it rttns witk 
the land. SeeCo. Lytt. i52.'andSalk. 276. 

Truth, erudition, and ability, always fail in their effect if 
their profefTors enforce them with violence, or afperity in the 
manner, or imprudence in the choice of fubjects and in the place 
of delivering them. 

(xj I allude to any popular preacher. It is really humiliating 
and degrading to the Clergy to preach probationary sermons, da 

any 

' ■- ■ -' > ■ , . ,. , ., ■■ I. , , ■ , , ■ - ■ -,., 

X Se^hh Magdalen H^mifyf and his fpeeches in the H. of Lf 
in cases of Adultery. i 

J Gil Bias, Liv* i. ch. ij. f ^^* Li^« ?• ^h. 4« 

J lb. liv. 7. ch. a; 
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To lend newpeasure (^y) to a pedant's car. 

Appeal 

anyvacancyof.a chaplain ship « any of the charitable fonnd«»i 
tions, before j«fi&« je/ of judges. One is for voice and action^ 
another for what he calls learnings others for the tender pa. 
sions, some for appeals to reason, and others again love hgiek 
and close argument. No Divine can fatisfy such judges^ bat 
such a Doccor as is described by John of Saliibury, *< Doctor 
'^sanctissimus ills Gregorius, K\\ii meiJio pradicAtionis imire totam 
M rigo'uit et inebriawt Ecclesiam !'' It is high timc.tb. put these 
affairs on a more respectable footing for the Clergy. . 

I think indeed, that the busine&s, eiectionsp &c. bdohgiag to ail 
Hospitals, anxi all charities, (hould be transacted h)*a Commtue of 
the Subscribers,^ //f //^'4M/»««/^« A Coounittee coniposed.i)f twenty* 
one persons would be sufficient, and the prestnt m$dt i^ -tmiifassitig 
for offices might hi tntirely su/ifitesied, which is in\2ch to be desired* 
it might be easily carried into effect. The propriety of such a 
measare being generally adopted in London, and near the metro* 
polis, is evident I and 1 wHh this hint may be attended to by, 
men of ^ehse and judgment* 

(y) Sec a Treatise lately puBliiihec!, entitled *' METTON 
API2TON, or a Ne^ Pleasure^ recommended in a Disserta* 
tipn on Greek an^ Latin Prosody, (1797.)" It is without any 
permission, and 1 think with considerable effrontery, dedicated 
to Mr. Bryant in a style perfectly new. If almost every page 
of this treatise were not sillier, wilder, and more extravagant 
than the preceding, I might be tempted to take some notice of 
it's multifarious contents. For they are very numerous indeed ; 
from the l.aws passed in King Priam's reign (Iheg Mr. Bryant^ s 
^rWiffff^ under >hts marine Minlller^ when Troy was attacked 
and invadid by the Grecians, down to the present French war 

and 
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Appeal to Bryait, dot his judgmcntfcaf | , ; ^ ^ 
feettcr to state-ar|thmetick be bred. 
Tell Jacobins and Tories by the (yy) head ; 
Prove that no dogs, as tlirough the streets they rarigc> 
Give bone for bone in regular («) ca^changc i 470 

Or 

ini theintomprcliehfible Cavalry AA, ondcr George the Third 
of Great Britiiin. As it does not appear to me poffible for this 
Author (I use^/j aw« words in /5fV own treatise) to **/»/ vff'thi 
** monkey and hing out the ««»/* I shall Say nothing 'further of 
tfhis farrago of learned nonsense; 

(yy) Mr. Burke gave it as his opinion in his *' Two Letters 
on the Proposals for Peace," (1796) that there arc "460.600 po« 
•* litical citizens in Great Britain, of whom 86,000 are pure Ja- 
*• cobihs^ the other four-fifths perfe6lly sound,*' &c. Ih this par- 
ti^ulat* instance I sh^Uonly say of this great and venerable man, 
what one of Dante's Commentators, ^gyson a p^assage in .the 
futjatoria^, ^^ Fcr verita e un grttn cafirkao i ma in zxb segu ^il 
**' suo stile,** Dante, Shakspcar^, Milton, and-fiurke;, all abound 
in similar ci^r/Vc/oi.; but I will add Dr. Johnson's admirable 
words ; " He that can put these (cafiricciosj in balance witl| 
** their beauties must be considered not as nice but dull, as less to 
" be censured for want of candour, than pitied for want of 
**scnribility.*' Life of Milton, 

(je) Here i> another' little cafriccio of 2i man of no com- 
mon fagaci ty, the late -Adam Smith. He says serioufly, by 
way of illustration; " No body ever s^ a dog make a fatr 
** amf dglihrate exchange of one kne for another with another 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i 380 J 

Or frame, with Manh, {a) strange theorerhs to try' 
Some manuscript's divine identity ; 

With 

** Jog.'* Smith*s Wealth of Nations, Vol. i.p. 20. Ed. Svo. 
My dear Adam, this philosophy of yours is nearly of the fame 
date as your ancestor's f in Eden, and I can only say in reply^ 
•* Who ever expected to sec a dog do so?"— We have all heard 
and read of that snarling sect, tbe Cynicks, and_ 1^ we conM 
convert dogs into philosophers, or what is harder still » phi- 
lospphical propositions into meat and bmes^ (which I fear 1$ 
more than most Sxotck Profeflbrs can do) I should apply meta- 
phocically the following lines from a celebrated Poet, a great 
observer of human nature : 

•* So when two dogs are fighting % *» the flreets, 
With a third dog one of the tiio dogs meets; 
With angry tooth he bites him to the bone, 
And this dog smarts for what that dog has done.'' 

(a) A learned and ingenious Critick, the Rev. Wm, Marsh, 
(Translator of Michaelis's Introduction to the New Teftamenr, 
to which he has added many valuable notes and illustrations) 
published in the year 1795, " Letters to Archdeacon Travis, 
on the subject of a Greek Manuscript in the Publick Library 
at Cambridge, printed at Leipzig, but fold in London by R. 

Marshy 

+ In the most extensively learned book I ever saw, (for the size . 
of it) and the best arranged, I mean the " Philosophia Gcneralis 
ace. per Theophilum Gale,** there is actiiaUy a Chapter '* De 
Fhihs9/ihia Adami,^' L; i. C. 1. s. 5.-—" A Cafiri^ioP* 

J i. e. For a hone^ or for any thing M'hich is an object oifair 
OMd delihrati CiiQh^nge^ ■ , 
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Wiih Haigrave to the Peers approach with av?e; - . 
And senseand grammar siftk in Yorke and hw (^) ; 

• With 

Marsh, Fleet-fireet.'' Mr. Marsh's theorem b so totally new^ 
9od so unparallelledy that I shall latigh hereafter at anj 
man who telU tnei that the chancpsyV or afaitut an^ thing six^ 
100,000 to I. , . 

•' General Tbe^rem^ by which the iJentify of Manuscripts if 
^etermifudt from a coincidence in their Readings.'* (Letters, 
p. 7P.}---I omit it in this edition of my Poem, ars the theorem 
j^ judged to be too long and uninteresting. 

- {hy See lately published, ** The Jurisdiction of the Lords 
Jlottse^ or ^Parliament, by Sir Matthew * Hale/' and an intro- 
ductory preface by F, Hargrave*, Esq. the Editor, 1796, 
!|yjr. Hargrave is universally acknowledged as one of tlie 
soundest and most learned lawyers in the kingdom. But when 

^be wi)l stefi^ c^t §f Us wajf ^nd turn rhetorician) and fancf 
that he is writing like- Cicero deOratore, there is somediifeFf 
ence between the Roman and the English advocate. Mn H. 
in his preface th lis write» concerning the Rt. Hon. Charics 

, Yorke, the short-lived and lamented Chancellor. ^* He wat m 
modem constellation rf English jurufirudeifce;whost digrefsio|is^a» 
fbe exuberance tfthe best juridical knq^lidie^ were illuminations ; 
whose energies were oracles ; whose constancy of mind was won int9 ' 
the pinnacle (f our English forum at an inauspicious moment ; whose . 
exfdiHeness ^ sensihility^ at almost the next moment from (he im^re$» 
|fa«x of imputed- error^ stormed the fort of even his bighly-culti- 
vated reason, and so made elevation and extinction contempo- 
rancQus ; and wfc/# prematureness if fatt'^has caused an almosi 
fn^u^^liable inttrstice in the science qf English equity.^* Pref. p. 
1^1. } really think Mn Hargrave h^^ dived tbrpu^h all the 

celebratci 
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With Pitt and Fox some Mantuan strain rclicarsc,. 
In schooi-boy contest for ahackncyM verse; (^A} 
Better bp White, though dubious {c) of my fame^ 
Or wisely sink my owi> in (4J ^on:\er*s oamc; 

Bcttc? 

celebrated ten fountains of invention, from which •* t ^* ^^ 
iakefi in wmter /or an hafi/ty voyagt^wtr the fir9€9U^e oetan of his 
funkral parentatM'' ofCHARLES YoR K£ —I pretend not lo com- 
. prebend this passage in all its sublimit/, bat upon one principle, 
which, as it appears to me» is the grand, tboi^gh secret design 
of Mr. Hargrave, to leave ufi9n reeprd to his brethren : It is this; 
*• That a lawtkr who writes so cleari<t as to be vk» 
•* perstopd, is an avoi^'ed enemy to his pkofession," 

(S^) Seethe Parliamentary Register for the record of this fa-' 
nous combat (Nov. 1797.) between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Foxabout 
the verse of Virgil, " Toto ccrtatum est corporc regni.** &c. It 
was the mere quibbling of children at schooL When I heard 
it and considered the time and the question, it was difficulty 
~ though Virgil was the theme, to forget Lucan. 

Cumquc snptrhaforet Babylon s/iotianda tropkais' 
Juioniisy umbraque erraret Crassus inulta, 
Btlla geri placuit nuHos habitura triumphos. \ 

Mr. Dundas indeed ne^er troables the houfe with any Lattn» 
(which is quite out of his way;) but, from his i^j/r^f | ^k^ 
regales the Scotch interest witt> the unsophisticated pfc^HV 
ciation of the most unpolluted North : 

He keeps within the bounds of sense and verse. 

But, like Macpherson, gWhly gahblet Era. (Feb. 1798O 

f Hist, of Friar Gerund, Vol. a. p. 265. 
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Better to disappoint the publick faopC| , 479 

Like Warton driveling (e) on the p^ge of t^bPE ; (fjt 

While 

. fc) See tlie learned and very ingenious {but rather dcclama- 
tpry) Sermons by Professor White of Oxford at the Bampton 
Lecture. But in this, as in many othef cases, it ^cems, f* Garth 
** did not write iif own Difpcnsary." — I alwrays thought the 
charge ridiculous ; yet learned men would.** write about it and 
about ft/- Any thing will serve for a controverfy. Enquji-e 
of Meflrs. Ireland, Malone, and Chalmers, at the S/iaksk^arf 
Manufactory in Norfolk -street, in'the Strand. 

(i) The Rev. Dr. Parr will best explain this verse. Sec 
'"his suhlime Apostrophe, *' Sjiirit of Henry Homer \ &c. &c. &c. 
Letter to Dr. Coombe, by an occasional Writer in the firitish 
Critick. ' . 

ie) The Booksellers nnay say in Sir Philip Sidney's wor^s: 
** What fools were we, to mingle such </r'Wi«^. fpeeches amon|| 
*« (Warburton's) noble thoughts !' (Sir P. S*s Arcadia.") 

, jP^»r etiaxn v^f;ra<i/£<j dicat se judice vKtum* 

The typographical errors in, Latin, Greek, and English in this 
edition are numerous beyond all belief; fo numerous as to be 
very inconvenient to the reader.* 

• The reason why I have, in the following paflfeges, examined 
the edition so particularly, is this. There is no Author in our 
language, whofe works admit offach important illustration, as 
Mr. Pope's, moral, religious, critical, and argumentative* 
This opportunity has been now unfortunately loft ; and it muft be 
feen that our great poet has been difgraced, and a fond axl miring 
Nation is left to lament the ccgligencc, inattention ^hd impro- 
. priety. 



Digitized by 



Google 



While oVr tlic ground that Warburtok once trod^ 
The Winton Pedant shakes his little rody 

Content 

priety, (T ose the mildest terms) with which this work hts 
been performed, except in the critical part of Dr. W's notes, 
vhich I generally approve. I have proveJ this in tfce following 
remarks ; and I have given the most cogent reasons. 

MjT fole object is the good of the kingdom, which I will strive 
to support jysfematicaify^ whoeveX| or whatever, mat 
STAND IN THE WAY. ^' Hoc iliis dico, qiu me non intelligunt»** 

(f) Sec the new edition of Pope's Works by the Rev, Dr^ 
JosEFH Warton, late Head- mailer of Winchester SchooL 
The mildest words I c^n use are, *^ T^ntamne r^ni tarn negligent 
*^ter?'* I praised (and liberally enough as some people 
thought) Pr. Joseph Wartqn's Common Place Bool^ oil Pope, 
in the First Dial, df the P. of L. 'andl ftill think it very enter- 
taining and inflruc^ve. But when a learned man appears at the 
professed Editor of the most distinguished and the most interest- 
ing Poet of the nation, ahd when the pub] i^k have been taogh^ 
to expect the work as of great promise, we require some- 
thing, more than mere eofrying his envn M common place re^ 
narh from one book, to put them in the form of notes at the 
bottom of the pagcft of another. It is mere book-nu|king,. be- 
neath the chara^er of so learned a gentleman as Doctor Warton* 
Jt is to steal from one* s vwn self. Yet the town is patient : Mar* 
*^ cus dixit ita est/'< But I will not say so. Had this been done 
merely by the Booksellers, or by, the 'Whole ikjonhipful Company 
of Stationers^ it would have remained witliout notice from 
me. It would have been an edition made, with a pair ^ 
Seissartf nothing more. But at the end of the Advertisement 
to this edition I find thefe words: ** For the rest of rthe notes 
(except those by Mr. Pope and Pr.Warburton) lamanftoeraUt. 
•* Joseph Warton.*^ 
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Content his (?7ew stale scraps to steal of glean, • 
tlash'd up and seasoned with an old man's spleen ^ [ff) 
Nor e'en the Bard's deformity can 'scape, 
** His pictur'd person and his libelM {g) shape/* 

Bb Ah, 

When the iiLUSTttious friend of Pope, WiluamWar- 
BURTON, (sublime even in hit exorbitances, and dignified in sa* 
gacity and erudition,) condescended to become an Editor, I 
ihould have preferred reprinting his edition as it flood. Bnt 
I am indeed ashamed of the present edition as it is now offered 
to the publickj If Dr. Warton bad neither time, nor spirits, nor 
industry^ nor leisure^ nor inclination, be shtmldnot have mtdertakeit 
a work so important to the world. But as there is no other nevr 
edition to be had of an ele^nt form, type and paper, (and this is 
very fifetty) many persons will defire to hate it, and I am sure 
I will not refuse it a place in my library, 

iff) See Dr. Warton's/*rio«<3r/ notes on Pope and Warburton 
paaim throughout the work^ spleriehck in the extreme. 

{£) Poets are often prophets. Pope little thought that, fifty 
years after his death, a learned Editor would revive some imJiMted 
tras/{f ^perhaps) not his ovnif and actually giv^ to the malignant 
curiosity of fome folks, ** His libelled person and his pictured 
"shape.*' (Prol. to Po|>e's Satires, v. 355.) It is strange 
that Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Pope should have the same fate. 
The figure of Mr. G. has been presented to the world and to 
posterity by his friend Lord Sheffield (See Mr. G's Posthumous 
Miscellanies, 4to Vol. i.) and Mr. Pope's contemptible appear- 
ance by the kindness of bis editor. 

Ihave 
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Ah, better to unlearn'd oblivion ^url'd^ 

Then 

I have many and great objections to this edition j but I. 
shall only state a few. An edition of Pope is a fair and a very 
proper subject of criticism. I think the title pag^ contemptuous: 
" With notes and illustrations by J. Warton, D. D. andoM^j." 
To include William Warburton, Biftiop of Gloucefler, 
and Author of the Divine Legation, under the title of others^ 
required an aflurafnce equal at lead to the dilettante spirit which 
too frequently prevails in Dr. Warton *s comments. In this 
inftaoce, as h^ says of the great Samuel Johnson, ^^ temulentus 
vldetur.** Mr. Pope himself said to Dr. Warburton, *' IIo hand 
can set my werks in so good a "iight^ or so well turn their beft fide 
to the day, as your own.* Upon which Dr. Warton remarks; 
*^ Without incurring, J hope, the censure of being a fhort- 
*< lighted and malevolent critick, I venture to say, that our 
*' Author* s fond expectation of his Commentator's setting hi» 
•* works in the best light, was extremely ill-founded."J I 
believe Mr. Pope will be found the beft judge of his own 
intercft. Dr. Warton may remember these lines : 
•' Criticks I saw, that other names deface^ 
And fix their own, with labour^ in their place; 
Their own, like others, soon their place resigned. 

Or disa/ifiear^d^ AND LKFT THE FIRST BEHIND.'^ 

Such was the inscription in a Temple, from which it will be 
difficult to erase the name of .William Warburton, and fubfti- 
tute the name of Jofeph Warton. I have no perfonal partiality 
for Warburton ; he was long before my time. Nor have I the 
honour (such I should indeed esteem it) of an acquaintance 
with Bilhop Hurd, his venerable friend and compeer. But I 
was born to admire erudition and genius, and to vindicate 
them when they are insulted. 

tit. 

X Pope. Wartoft'f Edit. Vol. 9. p. i'J^. ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 387 ] 

'Then give to Perry {i) what I owe the world i 

B b 2 And 

t)r. Warton's life of Pop6 is iiot well written as to the 
matter or the manner. The ftyJe is defective and ofien 
vulgar.' I shall inftance a paflage or two. The perpettial 
yiaiganfm of the. term •* our author." — •« I3ennis pursued' 
bur author in bitter invectives, againft direry work he gra- 
dually published." p. 18. "After arriving at cminehee hy 
so many cajiital compofitions, our author," &c. &c.«i*-p, 24* 
*' Which, as an uncomnhon dariosity, one would have been 
** glad /i? have 3ekeUJ' p. i}. •' t)r. Warbtirton's defence of 
the Eflay on Man Ultimately got him a *voife and a biflioprick." 
p. 45. ** Into what a mass has he raised and ixfidndedzo slight 
a hint /" p. a I. iSr. W. is fond of '* delicious li^es, and Jeli^ 
cious patfages, &c. 1 cannot specify ftiore of them in, this flotej 
He commends Voltaire too often alid too rfiuch. He is also 
perpetually praifing the German Profeflbr Heyne, who has 
insulted our Engliihij Diversities and piiblick schools in his 
writings. Yet we have republiflied his Virgil and all his pon- 
derous diflertations. ' Profeflbr Heyne was originally a me^ 
chanick: he was not born with taste, and he never acquired 
de^ancd. His learning is without disc^fnment. More embodied 
diilnefs or a heavier mafs of matter than his Virgill never saw. 
The shrine of the Poet is indeed loaded with ofFifrings, but it 
is illuiftinatcd with rays from Gottingen.-^I must o,bscrve 
further. 

It was vtfy bold and veiy itideceni, in the Beifei^end Dr. Wai^- 
fon, to publi(h Pope's Imitation of the Second Satire of the 
firfl Book of Horace. Pope never § printed it in his works him- 
self; 

§ Dr. W. indeed says, vol. i. Life p. 56. «/ Pope suffered his 
** friend Dodsley to pi-int it as his writing in One edition i2mo.'» 
1 never saw it, but can believe the Do(flor. Tope was un» 
doubtedly afhamed of it. 
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And idly busy, in my choice perpllext. 



Throw 



self; Dr. Warburton refused to admit it: no common edi- 
tion whatsoever of Pope has admitted it. It is printed only 
in a vulgar appendix in two volumes. But if Mr. Pope had 
actually described every nymph in the seraglio 6f " the pious 
Needham,'* muft the Revjcrend Dr: Warton publidi such a 
poem, merely because Mr, Pope had written it ? — This sixth 
volume of Dr. Walton's Edition (hould be reprinted and this 
scandalous poem, and some other parts of it» omitted. With 
the Commentators -fc on Shakspeare, Pope, &c. of modern days^ 
there is no such thing as an invocation to ^^ Intermissa Venus x 
for the Goddefs has adually deserted her beloired Cyprus^ *^ la 
hosTQTA. ruens. (See Horace for the reft.) 

/ " Te, Venus Regina, ph vocantun) 

" Thurc Wartowi bt Stepbani decoras 
Transfer in aedes,'* 

I have indeed no doubt the poem is by Pope. As to mere wit 
and point in the imitation, it is perhaps the bed. But 'what 
then > Mr. Pope's works are distinguished for peculiar cor*" 
rechiefs in taste and morals; and are intended for f he ntost 
general and the most unqualified perusal. Dr. W. might as well 
have printed Mr. £*s Geranium in his Gommentir or any other 
light and vigorous sally of a very young man, forgiven as such 
and forgotten, as the following lines» if the reader will believe; 
they are printed in Pope's Works ; 

t Sec Tbc P. of L. Dial u 



• Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C 389 ] 

Throw years of* labour on a single text, 490 

Bb3 (Alike 

** Or when a tight neat girl will serve the turn, 
** In errant pride continue ♦ # • ? 
** Vm a plain man, whose maxim is profest, 
•* The thing at hand is of all things the beft.'* 

Vol. 6. p. 51. — see also p, 49.^orscsti{L 

I, though an anonymous layman, refuse to print the passage 
/«/»//, which tic Reverend Doctor Warton has printed and 
Bs^ctioned with his name as Editor of Pope's Works, •* Nobis non 
iicet eflfe tarn disertis^ qui musas colimus severiores.'* If Mr. 
Pope had often written tbus^ his works must have been con- 
signed to Jthe library of a brothel. This edition of Pope's 
works will be sent into every part of the civilized world. Thi9 
will be so ; and can it be faid, that I speak without reafon ? 
Surely I am not pleading for publick decency in vain. The 
Doctor at least should have dedicated this sixth volume to 
the Ladies-— of the Commons. To what other ladies could I 
present this volume ? Yet so it is. ** Doctbrs rush in, where 
Jaymen fear to tread. '* But because Pope called this. Sober 
advice from Horace, the Doctor thought there could be no 
harm in it. Dr. W. observes, that " the first ftcp in the literary, 
as well as in the poluicai world is of the utmost coilsequence, 
&c." Pope's Life, p. 14. I would remind the Doctor of the 
last step in both these worlds, which he seems to have forgotten, 

I think that the political principles in the notes are frequently false, 
and in many instances dangerous. I cannot copy whole notes; but 
I wish any sensible man would refer to the passages and examine 
them. If they are right, in such a world as this andin such a (late 
of focicty as the prefeati I will giveup the whole of my objeftions. 

Dr. 
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(Alike to me, c^cas'd in Grecian bronze. 



Koran 



Dr. W. tells us firft from Sjr Thomas Browne, " That there is a 
certain list 0/ vices committed in all ages, and declaimed against by 
all ajuthors, which will last as long as human nature, or digeftcd 
into common places, may serve for any theme, and never be 
*out of date till doomfclay/* (Vol. 4. p. 318.) Inftead of a fpir 
rited vindication of moral satire. Dr. W. laughs at the efFcfts of 
it, and very unadvisedly seems to di {courage even ^A^ tndiavwrs 
after a reformation of manners. If 1 4m afted how ? 1 anfwcr 
thus. Dr. Warton tells us, from a certain Wit^ ** Mount in the 
pulpit With Bourdaloue, or take the pen with La Bruycrc, it i$ 
only so much time loft; the world will go on as before." The 
morality of Voltaire caii not furely be the morality of Dr. Wfr- 
ton. He laftiy iqforms us, that Pope, in thofe Dialogoes, ** ex- 
hibits many and ftrong marks of petulance, party Ypirit, and self- 
importancei and ofaflumingto himself the charafterof Ccnfor- 
general." (vol. 4. p. 345.) As if in answer to this unjust and 
outrageous charadter, by a fingular anticipating fagacity, Pope 
Teems himfelf to have replied to the Doftor, in his awn concluding 
note to thefe Dialogue?, in language, sentiment, and dignity beyond 
all praife. 

I may add, that if this mode of arguing againft every 
endeavour to reform the manners of mankind and recall them to 
virtue :ind wifdom, is to ht adopted^ we are indeed 'in the high 
road to ruin and revoluticn. Fortunately there is as much sense 
as there is policy, or truth, in this indiscreet and dangerous doc- 
trine. I might a§ well say ; " There is always a, certain lift or 
catalogue of ilireafes, infirmities and miferies attendant upon every 
human being in every ftage of his caithly exigence, and which 
will appear, diiquiet, apd lay wafte the ?pc.ies in all ages. Tl^ 

art 
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Koran or Vulgate, Veda, Priest, or Bonze) 

B b 4 And 

sart of medicine never can wholly rcniovc them, and they wiU 
Ttevet' be out of date till doom/Jay. What is the use of the phy< 
fician and his (kill ? We fhould never apply to him, but suffer 
fiiently, till our dissolution takea^ place, without any attemjJt 
to remoirc' the pain or misery which flesh is heir to, everj 
when it is in bur power to mitigate or pahaps X.o cure them.** 
I really cannot pass doctrines like these without an:iiiwid-» 
version, especially when they are either recommended, or 
approved, by a Doctor of the Church, wbofe office is to *dc^ 
dare, proraounce, and enforce the doftrine of mdral reform atibn/ 
He (hould not forget the confiitution of the aatiiral and mbi%i 
world. ** Good is fet againft evjl, and life agsHnft death: 6<fc 
look upon the works of the Moft High ; there are two and fwa^ 
one against another,^* I feel I am right in fubniitting fuch remarks 
^s theie to the publick. - ' " 

As to political fentiments, I own I was furprifed to read 
many notes, but particularly thefe words in vol. 4. p. 333,' 
on the compliment Virgil paid to Cato. "A much honejler paflage 
^' (fays Dr. Warton) is that in which Virgil had the courage to' 
"represent his heio aflifting the Etrulcans in /««/V////»g- J their 
^ ^* tyrannical king, in the 8th book of the j^neid. v. 494.** 
" Ergo omnis furiis furrexit Etruria justis^ 
Regem ad suppLiciUM pracfenti marte reposcunt." 

Dr. W. knows that Julius Caefar was not Mezentius. I am fure 
the Doctor cannot approve and recommend this paflage, which, 
h^s been in the mouth of every modern Regicide from the mur- 
derers 

' \ Punishing is the modern democratical word for' murdering* 
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And lend to trut& itself unhallow'd aid, 

In 

dercrs of Charles I. to the murderers of Louis XVI. But why 
perpetually call out ihefe paiTages to publick notice ? Why dwell 
upon the " morgue et grandeur des Souverains," *' the autho- 
rifed type of a Lion, &c. &c. (Vol. 4. p. 350.V in times like 
thefc? We ail love liberty as well as Dr. W. but a wife and 
good man difcerns the (igns of the times. Thcfe are the undcr- 
marmuriiigs of a fpuriaus, baflard, half^republicanifm. I like 
them not. 

I w>tte with indignation againfl such an edition of such a 
poet. Does any Huihand, or Father, think of cautioning his 
wife, his thuigbter, or his fon, againft any part whatfoevcr 
of Pope's works ^ If this edition becomes general, it will be 
]i«ce(Ihry to dofo. I have no pcrfonal diflike toDr. Warton: 
my bulinefs with him isfolely, as Editor of Pope. Nothing can 
juftify him. Am I to fpare publick criticifm, becaufe of Dr. 
Warton'sage. (is it in the title page ?) or the variety and extent 
of his learning? Surely not. They arc both strong agaioft'the 
deed. Dr. Warton's own wordsof him self are, "/<»/» ^z«rzyrr«^/(r.'V 
Pope was in his hands in double trust. First, as he is the 
most moral and correct poet of the nation, the consistence of 
his fame and character should have been prefer ved, evcti by the 
partiality of an editor. Secondly, Dr. W. stood bound to his 
country, from his fa^cred profession, not to contaminate the 
rising youth of either sex, by sirch filthineis and rank obscenity 
as would disgrace the vilest mag^inc. By this he has com- 
' mitted a great offence against the publick, which he cannot 
repjair. I am sure I have spoken nothing of Dr. W's private 
character.. But his edition is open to me, and to the whole 
world. It challenges my notice; and executed as it is, it 
demands the very spirit of Satii^c* " Ensc velut stricto 

Lucilius 
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In all the rashness of a scholar's trade, 



And 



f* Lucilius ardens infremuit." The very indecent chapter of 
** The Double Mietress," in this scandalous Sixth Volume^ should 
have been omitted, in the Memoirs of Sciiblerus. f Vol. 6. 
p. 150.) ' fn th« Second Volume there are 9 few trumpery, 
vulgar, copies of verses, which difgrace the pages. I aB| 
ashamed of the low taste which could suffer them to appear 
before the publick. I again and again, disclaim any personal 
harshness or severity on the character of Doctor Warton, with 
whom I am not even acquainted. All I call for loudly is, that this 
iixtb volume should suffer what every catalogue yearly informs 
me, poor Hollingshead once suffered. I never before heard that 
tindern'ss was due to an edition of any work. But, in thefe day^, 
if an i(!c3 or opinion is but absurd, it will be considered as deep 
iSnd sagacious* 

I shall not make any further remarks on Dr. W*s criticisms 
on Pope at present, they are often very just, curious, and grati- 
fying, but chiefly taken from his old Effay. I cannot now pro- 
ceed. iVa genera degustamus, non bibl othecas, difcutimus. J 
But as to the conclufion of one of Or^ Warton's notes on the Pro- 
logue to the Satires, I can well conceive it to be his o^n case, and 
I can believe it may be applied with feeling. Do<ftor Wartoii 
fays, •' Wt read (or be will read) with more fatisfaction, the ' 
A"4/' aroAf TTpoj" xoXTrov £i/^a;yoio riSr^vTi^ 

^ than lAje do (or than the Dodlor will hereafter do) 

TpiT iJ^sy ops^xr\cor, TO AE TETPATON Iketo r^xfAcu^ 
" Aiya^ xtA. Vol. 4. p?g. 55.** Which laft is the motto to 

this 
J Quint. Lib. 10. C. I. 
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And fall, like {/} Porson, . , 

OCTAVIUS^ 

You may spare your pains. 

He gives no ear to any ^loclern strains, 

.Save 

this Fourth and laft Dialogue of the P. of L. I can indeed eafily 
conceive, that after Dr. Joseph Warton has read these remarks, 
he will flirink back like the child in Homer, from the grey-gobfe 
plume nodding f on the head of the writer of this note, and 
prefer luxury and repose on the deep Bosoms, of his well-zoned nurses^ 
the London Bookfellers* To them and to their consolations I leave 
him* ' I 

If I have written fit large on this fubje^, it is becaufe I thought it 
important. Nothing is \x\Ktn^t6 Jierfonally to Dr. Josepl^ Wartpri 
in this note. It is only directed against the Editor of Vofie^s 
works', and whoever, with the chara6tcrof a scholar, had published 
them in tins manner would have received the sanie strong repror 
bation from me. 

This poem on the P. of L. is dcfigned to represent and hold forth, 
to the people of GreatBritain, whateverdire6lly or inclire^Iy strike^ 
at, or affects, the existence of the publick morality, or of the prin- 
ciples by which the constitution of England^ pr of fqciety itself 
in a polished and well-guarded state, is maintained in vigour and 
in sound health. Dr, Warton may be, and I doubt not he is, a 
sensible, agreeable, and ingenious man, and of amiable manners 
in private life. Of thefe I have said nothing : I am sure I am 

not 
X Quint. Lib, 29. C. I? ' 

rj* Aeivov aTT* ax/;0Tar7jr xo^u9o; vgi/ovTa vooiff^?. JI. 6. 470. 
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Save thpsje, by Oberea '(^k) fondly sung. 



What 



not disposed to contradict or question them. But, in his office and 
character of Editor of Pope's works, I most solemnly impeach 
him of a high crime and misdemeanor before his country, as I 
have proved at large. It is a materia] part of my work, to mark 
the offences, errors, or aberrations of ' men' of eminence in 
literature. Ifeque me Phcebi cortina fefelUt, If I shrink from this 
duty on any consideration whatsoever, I hope I shall be despised 
and neglected. We naturally look to so learned and ingenious a 
man as Dr. W. (I always esteemed him as such) for instruction 
and improvement inclaffical taste and moral sentiment.- But when 
a. Pilot, of long experience, not only neglects the care 6f the 
veffel intrusted^ to his skill and fidelity, but almofl voluntarily 
directs it into the port of an enemy, or by extreme negligjcnce 
and inattention exposes it to the danger of aihipwreck, heibould 
not be surprised, if he meets the fate of Palinorus. 
Gubernaclum (non*viy /c^$v our e,) revulsum, 

Cni datus hasrebat gustos, cuisusque rcgebat, 

Pracifitam traxU fecum / 

(b) Perry^ put synonimously for the printer of any factious 

newspaper. 

(i) See Mr. Professor Person's Letter to Archdeacon Travis, 
of which the world has now heard quite tnough, Mr. Professor 
Porson,^;^« may legin again^ but pray write no more in Mr. Perry's 
little iemocratick closet fitted up for the wits, at the Morning Chro- 
nicle office. It is beneath you ; I speak seriously. I know your 

abilities 
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What time Opano (/) trembled on her tongue, 

AUTHOR, 

Censure or praise let others seek or fern* : 
, Look at my verse, the superscription there, ^oa 
The cause^that I defend : *tis yours, 'tis mine. 
The statesman's, Ind the 'peasant's. Iri ipy line. 
All find in me a patron and a friend. 
Unseen, unknown, \inshaken to the end. 

Yes 

abilities. It- may do well enough for Joseph Richardson, Esq, 
aathor of the Comedy of ^be Fugitiifey if a certain poUticai Drama^ 
tht^s compotations will lea^vt him mny ahilitics at aliy which I begi'a 
to doubt. What is genius, without a regulattd life! Young men 
^hout tcivn (to ttfe that detestable phrase^ will at last aliow it,^ 
if they look at all the tattered, sin-worn fragments of their 
species, whom they meet in their walks. 

(Ji) See ** An Epistle from Oherea, Q^ieen of Otaheitc^ tQ 
♦* Joseph Banks, Esq/* (now Sir Joseph Banks) Mr. Person's 
favourite modern pcem, which he can fay, or raiher simg to kia 
friends, as i am told. It is very ingenious, but rather too free; 
the versification is exquisite. I believe it is the only piece of 
modern English verse Mr. P. will read. 

[I) Opano or Tahano was the manner in which the name of 
^anks was pronounced at Ctaheite. But in this learned Ian- 

^ guagc. 
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ifes, from the <Jepths of Pindus shall my rhyiiles. 

Through this o\is-order*d World, these lawless times^ 

Be heard in Albion and her inmost state; 

All that the good revere and bad men hate. 

In spirit and in substance, as of old, 

The Muse in her Asbestos (m) shall enfold. 510 

This is my Method. — Though I sometimes stray 
Erom Euclid's rigid rules to fancy's way, 

Yet 



potgty as Mr. Zftchary Fungus stys to his bititker Isaac in tht 
Commissary, " Pshaw I yoa blockhead, I 'tell yoa thb kams 
** does not signify nothing* 



(m) I know not whether I need mention it, but it was an an-< 
cient Roman custom to wrap dead bodies, before they were 
placed on the funeral pile, in a cloth made from a stone called 
Amiantusy Of Linum vinjum^ by some called the AsbtsHs^ oin which 
£re had no power. (See D'Aubenton, Tableau Methodiqae deff 
Mincraux, p. 10. Edit, Par. 8vo. 1784.^ -N. B. Mr. D'Auben* 
ton, a gentleman of amiable charatfler and ofgreat accuracy of 
mind, is nwa ('797) resident in Paris> advanced in years, and 
by quietly yielding to every revolutionary torrent in the repub« 
lick, has escaped the general exterminating massacre of the ac« 
tive Citiaen Literati in the hall of Fnmh Justict. *' His armii 
ilia qu9fut Mf^ in auld^* 
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iTct have I mus*d on Granta's willowy strand^ 

The sage of Alexandria («) in my haiid. 

And mark'd his symbols deep; while o*er my car 

Truth pourM her strain in harmony severe. 

I sought the Stagirite 3 arid could divide 

(No Scotchman near, no Cillies (««) by my sidej 

His sober sense from pride of intellect. 

What Locke confirmed, or warned me to reject, 520 

Thence soaring on the balanced wings of thought, - 

(As Kepler hinted, but as Newton taught) 

My mind in calm ascension to the height 

df the world's teint)l6, through th' abyss of lights 

Mid wahd'ring fires and every starr'd abode, 

Explored 

(n) Euclicl. 

(««) Since writiog ttis ver«c, 1 am happy to say, that t 
tbink we are much indebted to J)r Gillies for offering to the 
Publick, at tbii ptriod^ an English translation X of the two most 
important treatises on morality and politicks, which antiquity 
cafi boaft. No man can read these wofks without being wiser 
Md better^ particularly the Politicians of the day. (March 1 798.) 

j Aristotle's Ethicks and Politicks i vol. 4to, 1798* 
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ExplorM the works and wonders of the God* 

Who fix'd the laws of order, time <ind place, 

In his 6wn gfcat sdnsorlum {6) boundless space. 

The Chemist's magick flame, the curious sport 

Amber first gave, would oft my fancy court, 53d ^ 

Led through creation's consecrated range. 

Each flower, and plant, and stem, with ev^ry change 

Of vegetative life, in orddf brought j 

I magnified Linnaeus (yi) as I thought 5 * 

But spurn'd unfeeling science, cruel tales 

Of Virgin (j) rabbets, and of headless (r) snails. 

And 



(0) *' Dfitrt, in spatip infimto^ tanquam in serisorio suo^ res inti- 
me cernit &C. &c/' N«wton Princip. SchoL General, sab 
tin* 

{p) But not in the spirit of that silly man, who inscribed 
these words under the print of Linnaeus: " Decs creavit, Lin- 
** ttteus disposuit." — There is more folly in the inscription, tha» 
Jiny intention of impiety ; it is the mere rage of antithefis with* 
cot refle^lion. But in this botanizing age, it sholild not pass 
without observation to ail naturalists. There is a fublime pic* 

ture 
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And through the realms of Nature as I trod^ 

tnrc of a heathen Poet, which is iiot unworthy of any man 
who acknowledges «* The WonifER. distinct from the work/* 

Stabat anhela met a solvm' Natura TonantiSm 

Res/iicigns ! f ' ^ 

(?) f^irgin Rabbets.— I allude in general io all needless, and 
cruel experiments upon animails. All that breathe, and feel, and 
enjoy the gift of life from their Creator are entitled to protection 
from man, under those limits and degrees which an honest ami 
tipright mind knows without being told. But in this place t 
particularly allude to an anecdote related n me by m friend^ of ft 
Paper read at the Royal Society in the course of the last winter^ 
(1797,) ^^ ^^^ subject of generation. The animal, chosen fot 
these savage experiments by the merciless Doctor, wai the Rab« 
bet. Decency and humanity alike forbid' fhe exposure of the 
process, and the mutilation of the parts of genefatiqn, before 
and after the animal was impregnated, and I think,^in one or two 
of them, before the coitus. Surely to sit calmly and to watcb 
with an impure, inhuman* and unhallowed cnrtosity the progresv 
of the desires, and the extinction <|f the natural passions in de* 
voted anittials after such mutilations and experiments, is a prac-^ 
tice useless, wicked, foolish, degrading, and barbarous. There 
is no justification to be offered.. The mystery itself is ndt to be 
disclosed to man. But we will know every thing f I wish we 
would recollect that we must account for our knowledge. When 
an experiment, for any purpose useful to millions of our fellow- 
crea^u/es, has been once madie upon an animal, it should be 
jTW/f recorded by men of science and veracity, as aothentick 

\ Stat. AchilL L. i. 4g8. 
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Bow'd^t the throne, ftnd saw (j) the powV, of Gob. 

C c In 

and satisfactory, not to ^ rep^at«|J. - Spmrt^nieSy as I was tolJp 
the id^of cruelty exercised npon tjiese animals was fof ^ n)opiipnt 
lost in the ridiculons terms, which were perpetually repeated in 
tl^se papers, which occupied i\k!ftc qx foi^r sittings pi U»e R. S. 
My friinitoli mty that he actually thought that Sir Chaklss 
Blagd£n, Knight and SscRBTAaT to the R. S. had been 
provided with specimens, atod that \t expected to see Virgin 
Rabbets, marrUd Rabbets, and matron Rabbets produced from ft 
basl$:ejt jon fhe table to lick, as in scorn and contempt, the very 
mace of a Society, which nijght ^f^er ni^ht gould sit and hear such 
a cruel farrago without indignation, but with half-fmiles and 
simpers at the wrgitfity of these unprotected, devoted, niseraW 
animals. Whftx Papers are publickly o^ens^ve, they ihpuld be 
pnblickjy reprobated, and not suffgndto hi produced before the R oyal 
Society upon a pretence of promoting natural knowledge. Why 

HAS THE SpGlETY A CoVNClL? ThB CoUNGIL ifeoald \>t jt \U 

ter^ry and philosophical Grand Jury^ If it is not so, it is of no 
use whatsoever, but to gratify the filly vanity of dilettanti noble- 
mum and hmsf Mmish Baronets. I should think Mr. Flamta, the , 
very learned, judiciona, aceopate, and well Informfed Secretary to 
the R* S. would be of my o[^ien. To make such experiments 
as these, is lo «iCer an tnaulc to the Sacwari^m of the Most High; 
For my own part, I would extend, the famciua speech of the 
Barons in the age of Henry Ithe Third. I would thunder in the 
ears of the President and of the whole Royal Society, as a body^ 
** Nolunms Leges Natijrje mutari /'* 

(f) Here is another favAge instance to no end or pappose 
whatsoever, but mere cruel sport of cnriesity. The Abb£- 
Spalapzani asserts that snails r^-^rM/tfc^/A^ir^^ii/// after theam« 
{Hitationof the original capita.^ And he made experiments 
numerous beyond belief. Bot in the Academie des Sciences 

1778, 
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In morals, in religion, in the state. 

In science, without order^ all I hate* 

OCT A VI US. 

Speak then, the hour demands ; Is Learning fled? 

Spent all her vigour, all her spirit dead ? 540 

Have Gallick arms and unrclchting war 

Borne all her trophies from Britannia far ? 

Shall nought but ghosts and trinkets be display'd, 

S'inc^ Walpole (/) jjly'd the virtuoso's trade. 

Bade sober truth reversed for fiction pass. 

And mUsM o'er Gothicktoys through Gothick glass? 

Since states^ and words, and volumes, all arenew^ 

Armies have skeletons ^ (i;)and sermons/^^ too; 

So 

1778, the reader will find Mr. Cotte diifiert lr«m the huinane 
Abbe, and says, ** that ptu efikntfgnds^fnails who have suffmd 
the operation, thfre have not been above fi've •r Jix of them 
which have, as it U pretended, r€fr%due§i their htad$:* . 

St. Paul. 
(t) The late ingenious Earl of Orford, Horace Walpole. The 
spirit of enquiry which he introduced was rather frivoloui, 
though pleasing, and his Otranto Ghosts have propagated their 
species with unequalled fecundity. The spawn is in eveiy ao* 
vel shop. ' 

(n)) The language of the I^ouse of Conuttons. It should 
have been in other terms. ** Sunt lacrynue reruih| et menteni 

mortaiia 
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So teach our Doctors warlike or divine, 

Simeon by Cam, or Wyndham on the Rhine. 550 

Where is Invention ? is the modern store. 

The same that old Chald^sea knew before ;, 

AH that tht Gallicksage, with ill-starr'd wit. 

Kens from his ancient (x) telescopick pit ? 

AUTHOR. 

All is not lost : (y) the spirit shall revive: 

Lowth yet instructs, and Blayney's {%) labours live; 

Cc2 With 

tnortalia tangunt." Sorrow is sacred, and should have the Ian* 
guage of coasolatioa evea from the lips of a Statefman. 

(w) See Claude's Essay oil a Sermon with an, Appendix, 
containing one hundred Sktletmt of Sermons, &c. By Charles 
Simeon, M. A. Fellow of King's College Cambridge. 1796.-^ 
This is as ludicrous and absurd in a Divine, as the term is offen* 
sive and unfeeling in Parliament during the miseries of wan 

{x) See the *< Origine des Decouvertes attribufes aux 
Modernes" 4to par Monsieur Dutbns. 1797. The work is 
rather entertaining, but by no means encouraging, if the 
Frenchman did not generally substitute cwijeeture iov /iroof. He 
observes, page 130, in his tenth chapter* *^ that the httom tf a 
*^ fit^ from wjlience we may see the stars at noon-day, may be 
** imagined to be the primitive telescope?^ Mr. Dutens may sit in 
calm contemplation at the bottom of his ancient y*r>, and from that 
natural primitive telescope see whatever belt pleases his fancy. 
For my own part I prefer the prospect from a cliff with the 
assistance of modern ingenuity, \i)x%'^tx imenfedh^ Democritus 
or Dollond, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C 404 1 

With all who wander by the sacred fount, 

(A^chosen band !) encircling Sion's mount, 

Faft by the faqes^nd oracles of God, 559 

And mark, with King (^), where waves his awful rod; 

The 

(y) I have in various part« of this Poem spoken 6f those 
writers, who have done honour to Great Britain. It is not 
iodeed possible for me ^o/ra;n^ 4// those who, even now, form 
that constellation ^ ability, and talents, which has been or may 
yet be difplayed ; and which Plutarch might call, in language 
somewhat lofty, (I think in his Treaiise de Pl^itis Phiiosopho- 
rum) the IloXXft;? xat (rwsxwv A(mpaiv <rv(jLfciiri^oiA^ycijTf a^A»- 
Xoif STNATFASMON. 

(s) The de<ply-]eaj?ned Translator and Coman^ntator 00 
Jeremiah, Jkc. &c. .B. BUyoey, £). D* Regius Profeifsor of 
Hebrew and Canon of ChrMiClmrcb, Oxford. 

{a) As TAi Fvettch Renfduldfm a»d it*s Cctmquencjes must 
occupy and alarm the thoughts of every man who reflects, and 
standsinaw^ of the miseny and dfiK)lation which bav,c }>c^ 
brnugbtapon the jearth, and .of ihe judgments ^hicb u^y he 
^et impending over THuropi;, J think I may^be excused by inany 
.persons for the .note Waiah 1 am nctw writipg. But ficit [ 
•recommend to .all tho^c who either .ignorantly, or in^.nai- 
derately, or impiously, Qf .presumptuously deny, rcjeA, or vilify 
i/ie Scrifiiures, to .pass it over entirely, ^o them it will be 
fooliihness. They have neither part nor lot in^such a.di^us- 
,sion. But under this, restriction, and un4cr,this impressipiu ' 
am inclined to extend the subject a little, and would call ;thp 
publick attention wiih much e/irneitness to some/irw partes of a 
book printed in the beginning of the year 1788 10*410, iAtit}ed 
" Morsels of Criticism, tending to illustrate jsome passages 
in the holy scriptures upon philosophical principles and an 

enlarged 



Digitized by 



Google 



The truth of evidence, the moral strain, 

C c 3 ' Nor 

enlarged view of things: by ED^fARD King, Esq^ F.R.A.S. 
printed for Robson and Robinson, in 1788." The title of it is 
objectionable on ercry account, open to ignorant ridicule, and 
unadvised ; but had a second edition of the work been called 
for^ it might easily have been altered. 

The author of it appears tome, {^F sjieak from his look) to be a 
gentleman of extensive erudition and ingenuity, arnd of accurate *^ 
biblical knowledge, perhaps a little too forid of theory, and 
sometimes a little whimsical iii his application of natural phi- 
losophy ; but never without a serious intention and a profound 
piety. He never forgets f^e nature of the subjects he is treating. 
pre seems to approach the sacred wiitings with that prostration 
of mind, that distrust of bis own powers, and that self-abase- 
ment, which are required of those who desire to look into the 
Jiidden things of God. I speak of the spirit by which he appears 
to me to be conducted, and (I repeat it) / sfieak fiom the ^ork 
mlone* I shall contend for no interpretations given by Mr. King ; 
but I propose them to publick consideration^ I never observed 
more caution and more wariness than in this writer. 

We know, that it is declared, that ** the book of Prophecy is 
sealed till the time of cvmfletion*^ But the events of the world, 
of the Christian world, are so awful and so alarming as to in- 
duce us to believe, that they happen not without the immediate 
providence and decree of the Supreme Being again (I the 
superstition and corruptions of man, and for the fulfilling of the 
prejiaration f«r those times, when ** the I^ingdoms of tliis world 
must (indtfiance of (til hum^upolicy) become the kingdoms of God 
andof hisChrift!" 

The direct and 9ircumilantial evidence for Chriflianity is 
indeed very extensive, and it is also so mmute and clear in 
nriany parts of it and so cogent, as to form the strictest argn- 
inent, which a matter of~fa^ can admit as a proof. But ex- 
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- Nor Hurd has prcacb'd, nor Paley taught in vain; 

Socinus 

elusive of if 5 doctrines and specifick precepts^there is one point 
in which this Revelation can never be sufficiently considere4» 
and which without study never will bfe comprehended, or even 
imperfectly conceived. Without seriousness, it should never be 
approached. It is this. ** The general design o/'ScaiPTuaE, con- 
*^ fidered as historical ^vaTiy be faid to be, to give us an account of 
'^ the fTorld in this one single view, as God's world ! by 
** which it appears essentiaily distinguished from all other hooks^ 
** except such as are copied from it.'*t But on this idea it is 
not my province to enlarge ; I mean only to present it as the 
grand, luminous, leading, and introdaAory idea on this awfol 
subject. I would only conduA the reader into a safe and proper 
train of thinking, and leave him to pursue his own meditation. 
I have also read words, which are deemed ajiocryjihal^ but wor- 
thy of the highest power. ** All thefe things were made through 
*' ME ALONE, and through none other: by me also shall thet 
•* BE ENDED, AND BY NONE OTHER V.V*l Such are the words. 
I will therefore offer to perfons to disposed fome 
passages from this work, written several years before the fire* 
jent events had taken place in Europe, or could be conceived to 
be poflible. I am not speaking in this note of anf other parts 
9r interpretations in this work of Mr. King. I am as little difpo- 
fed to snperftition and enthusiasm as any man living; and 
I do not give them as additions to the idle prophecies and 
random conjectures which have appeared in such numberi. 
I have too much reverence for the reader and for myfelf on 
such a subject. Mr. King offers them only as his interpreta- 
tions of scripture, submitted to a calm discussion. But the 
circumstance which peculiarly strikes me is this ; that they 
were written without any sfiecifick reference to any nation in Eu« 

rope, 

\ Butler's Analogy Part 2. Ch. 7. J Esdras, B. 2. Ch. 6. v. ;• 
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Spcmus droops, and baffled Priestley flics, 

C c 4 And 

rope, but fimply and in gjcnerai, that such times and sycH 
events ^migbt be expected in lome p$ert of the Christian world. 
The first passage I shall prcjsept^ is a part of Mr. King's expla- 
nation of the 24th Chapter of St. Matthew's gospel, principally 
of the aQth verfe.f In regard to which hjB fays, ** We may 
f* reniark, if the words are to be understood^ as fpoken nierely 
^' emblematically, then the images made ufe pf are such as are 
*' well known /o /tudiff (consistently with their constant us^ 
f^ in many other parts of prophecy) a freat datru^iw ^nd almost 
f* annihilation of mat^ rf those lawful powers which rule on earthy 
«• however beneficial any of them may be to the earth ; and a 

'* DREADFUL LESSENING OF THE DIGNITY AND SPLENOOyit OF 
** ALL GREATNESS, AND A SUBVERSION OF ALL GOOD QRDEK 

•*AiiD CIVIL GOVERNMENT. Than which nothing can be 
*' expected more formidable. Dreadful indeed must be a 
** TIME, (if such an one is to come) WHEN men are let loore 
** ujion each other ^ Jtossessed of all their present improvements and 
*• advantages^ hut unrestrained either hy law and civil govern^ 
^* mentt or hy conscience and good principle ; scorning the ad- 
** monition and . authority of thofe who ought to maintain 
** justice, and assisted hy the more rude and harharous parts vf 
^^ the worlds wh6m they (hall find too ready to encrease thk 
•* UNIVERSAL UPROAR." Page 262 — 3. — At the conclusion 
of the Remarks on the Revelations; Ch. i6 v. 13 and 14. he 
fays : *• Here while we maintain due reverential fear y our intcr- 
•• pretation, must end; Nothing hut thee*vents themselves, when they 
«* come to pass, can rightly explain the rest. And they will ccr- 
** tainly speak loudly BNOUGH/«r themfelvts as those before 

** have 

t Of courfe I refer the reader to the book itself for the tenor 
|C^ the whole argument. 
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And at the strength of Horsley C^^ shrinks, and dies ; 

Nor. 

*• have done, OnJy I must just remark^ that it seems^ as if 
^* fiirstcution and th« Iiorrid influences of su/tersiitUn^ and of ig" 
f* ncrancff and of harburism were allowed to produce their dire 
*• effects, ^xxtw^^ihejirfi part of the period of the titnedescri- 
" bed un^ the Fiah^y and as if, Ir religion, vanity, and a 

** TOTAL WANT OF ALL SERIOUS mi NCIFLE, AND A MIIAF* 
** PLICATION OF THE EEFINEMENTS OF CIVILIZATION, WTW 

*^ to he ALLOWED tofiroduce their mischief als9 9X tbt latttr 
" end of that period !" page 453. See alsog p. 456 and 457y 
which I couid wish to copy, the wordty are so important, and 
the style so dignified. In the conclusion of which Mr. King 
observes, on the finishing of the mystery of GoJ^ " that as. there 
*^ should be false Christs and false prophets, so there should be 
'' also a dreadful subversion of all goiid government and ord<r, 
^' and that men should he let loose ujion each other j^ in defiaftct ef ;«// 
*' civil fioiiyer and just rule, and of legal restraint." He subjoins 
some words too remarkable to be passed over.§ " // will he htt/i* 
**yfty for thoie ivho shsll lin^e some years htnce^ if they can prove me 
*' guilty of a mistake in this point. I speak and write with can^ 
*^ tious reverence and fear \ acknowledging that I am liable to 
** error, and hy no means pretending to firo/ihecy : but still appre* 
*' bending myself bound not to conceal //5? truths where any 
•* matter apjiears to be re«vealed^\\\ Holy Scripture ; and especially 
*' when the bringing an impending .denunciation to light, (if itbea 
** truth) may be an awful warning and caution to many, and 

" PREVENT their BHCOMING ACCESSARY TO THE EVIL.J*' 

§ Page 461, 
X The following pasage from the great Historian Josephus, 
on the inattention and ignorance of man in regard to the divine 
predictions, is remarkable. The words are these : 

TafT<:]& ptsv, Ixccya;^ ep.^o(,vi(roci ^uvafLSvac rn^ ra ©ew (puaiv T015 
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Nor second stand in theologick fame 



Sagacious 



I nust Qwn^ I am so struck with these passages, that without 
ga^ huwUdge rf thu most distinguished Layman but from his 
^mrh, 1 could almpst address him ia the sublime apostrophe of 
6ne of the most eloquent Fathers of the ancient Churcjh; 

•• Av6pafTB 'TH ©£», . VICTTi ©HpaTTOV XXi 0/XOVO/XS Tft/V T» ©£lf 

Kat iSpmoffjM rn^ £xxXii(na^^ Xoyov ^oms &BBx6ifr»^ x«« 'Xta-rscus 

Tfatit^ did this vei*y learned and most pious man^ iti a strain of 
teriotts, temperate, and impressive eloquence, deliver his opinion 
and his int^rpretatfon.They will stand before us and our pofterity, 
as the memorial of that lonely wisdom, that reverential applica* 
tion of the div:ne word, and of that silent dignity, which can 09^ 
be attained by a retiremeA (at inten^ls) from the world which 
Goi> hath made to Him alone, and by that worflitp in spirit and 
in troihf which when joined to human erudition and to the 
sober cultivation of the understanding, will produce frvit 

UNTO 

«yvoBO*<v, 6ipwxajM»6v, on ttoikiKio i^ctsri Kat voKvrpoTToq^ xat 
ttoevrx )ta9*&»pav aTravrat TSTatyitACvwf, it, re 5e* «yev£<r9ai TrpoXcyei* 
r%^^ n rm ay^pojTTC^ AFNOIAN KAI ACISTIAN, ^' 
^s bSev TrpoiSciv saQncav twv aTroC-wffo/xavwv, AOTAAKTOI 
TE TAI2 irM<l>OPAll nAPEA0©H2AN, ^s u^f^'n^ 
5(«vov atnrois etvon rriv s^ avranf greipav iicc(pvy^i\ ! 

Joseph. Antiq.Jud. Lib. 10. S. 3.P.449. Ed, Hudson. Oxon. 

f Gregor.'Naz. Orat. ig. (Op. Edit. Prunaei. p. 286. Paris 
1609.) it was pronounced before the great Basil, when seated 
upon the archiepiscopal throne of Caesarea. (A. D. circ. 374.]! 

J In the beginning of the year 1788. Mr. K's book was prp- 
pably written some years before it was offered to the publick. 
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Sagacious Hey (^), and Rennell's (d) learned namei 
And Douglas, {e) hail'd afar from earliest youth 
Gireat victor in the wcll-fou^ht field of truth. 

To 

WTO LIVE. Bat I conclude; humbly acknowledging an4 
deeply feeling myself wholly unequal, and alcogetber unworthy, 
to speak of the awful sublimity of such subjects. My office can 
b« but ministerial ; it is roinp only to lead. the aspirant to the 
door of the tempk, and to retire. 

(h) The Right Rev. Samuel Horsley, Bishop of Rochester. In 
my opinion, the controversy so ably maintained by this learned 
Prelate sgainft the Heresiarch Prieftley, is bis pecaliar praise. 
Btihop Horsley reminds me of the celebrated Divine, Charles 
Le&l'te. He has often the same strength, the same acuteness, 
and sometimes the same coarseness Ji manner. But the argu- 
ment is cogent, and the arms are irresistible. In theological 
controverfy, Charles I eflie and BifbopHotfley always appear 
to me, '^ jEaeida similes^ F'ltlcaniaque at ma ca/iisjani,** 

(c) The Rev. John Hey, D. D. late Norrifian ProfefTor in 
the Univerfity of Cambridge. The arrangement, the learning, 
the accuracy, and the extent of his refearches in theology, are 
confpicuous in his laborious and important work, entitled 
^* Lectures, &c.'* read as Profeflbr, 

(d) The Rev. Thomas Rcnnell, D. D. Author of a very able,, 
learned, and eloquent Apology for the Church of England^ preached 
in St. Paul's Cathedral, before the Sons of the Clergy, May lo, 
1796. 

(e) The Right Rev. John Douglas, D. D. Bifhop of Salifbury, 
a Prelate whofe erudition, penetrating fagacity, and well- 

directed 
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To me, all heedless of proud fashion's sneer, 569 
Maurice (/) is learn'd, and Wilberforce (v) sincere. 

Though 

dire6ted efforts have difcovered and overthrown many ftrong 
holds of literary iinpoflure. The names of Lauder and Bower 
are only remembered to their infamy.— The fii(kop*s Treatife 
on Miracles, called *« The Criterion," fhould be reprinted* ' 
Why is not again prefented to the publick ? (OA. 1797.) 

(/) Th Reverend Thomas Maurice, Author of " Indian 
Antiquities, in 6 vol, 8vo.'' and of *.* the History of Hindostan, 
" it's Arts and it's Sciences, as connected with the History of 
*' the other great Empires of Asia, during the most ancient 
" periods of the world," Vol. 1.410. is only yet published. 
The publick are well acquainted with their merits. But it is with 
the most serious concern, that I read what Mr. Maurice has de- 
clared in his dedication, that ^' TAis History commenced under 
** the patronage of the Court, of East India Directors, is dedi- 
** cated to them, in humble ho/ies cf their continued sujtportofa ivork^ 
** which MUST SINK WITHOUT THAT * SUPPORT." Learning 
has felt a degradation from these words* I am nocto betold,that 
researches like these of Mr. Maurice are liable to the caprice of 
erudition, and of uncertain application, and that his style, mat. 
tcr, and manner are frequently too luxuriant and diffuse. The 
foundation of a temple may be strong, though every ornament 
on the pillars may not be just. — (Nov, 1797.) 

{*v) See, **A Practical View of the prevailing religious system 
of Professed Christians in the higher and middle classes in this 

country^ 

• The E. I. Company subscribed for a certain number of 
Copies. This is not patronage. 

The 
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(Though on bis page some pausein sacred doiibt)^ 70 
As Gisborne (h) scrions, and as Pott (c) devout. 

Nor 



country, contrasted with real Christianity." By WilHaip 
Wilbcrforcc, Es^. ]\I. P. for the county of York.— Some very 
$^nous persons have their doubts as to the theological principled 
of this work in their /»// extent, and I fear it is /m rfgid 
^nd exclusive in it'j doctrines. There is also too much of 
k sectarian language, which cannot be approved. But of the 
intention^ virtue, learning, and patriotism of the eloquent and 
well informed Senator, I have the most honourable and decided 
Dpipion. His i^ork is vehement, impassioned, urgent, feryid, 
in&tant ; tiiough sometimes copious to prolixity, and ip a few parts 
f yen to tediousness. Perhaps it is theprodudlion of an orator rather 
than of a writer. Ishould think it had been dictated. Through. 
put the whole, there is a manly fortitude of thought, firm and 
imshrinking. But for my own part, for obvious reafons, I dislike 
the term, " ^^tf/Chriftianity,"a8 exclusively applied to any j^( of 
propositions drawn from the Gospel If I regard external circum- 
stances, I would not indeed take theology from Athanasius or 
Bossuet, morality from Seneca, or politicks from Lansdown or 
Sieyes. But I will own, that from a scrutiny into the pubjicjc 
and private character of Mr. Wilberforce, I am inclined tq 
think that his enemies would ht forced mtQ an acknowledgment, 
(as it is recorded in the words of a prophet), that *' they can 
find no occasion against this man, ea^cept they find it against 
him concerning the law of his God." A reader of his viov\ 
must be ^ood or bad tn the extreme^ who may not receive some 
sd vantage from such a compofition. I am indeed unworthy 
to praife it, and I feel myfelf so. If 1 may descend from 

divinity 
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Nor yet uiigrac*d may Suiivan (J^ rtmaki) 
Serene in fancy, Aor in science vain i 

divinity to mere philofophy, I shall add, that liF Mr. Wilbcr* 
force proceeds ^nd a£l« upon the sublimity of such princl^kles, 
1*'e jnay apply to him the expressions drawn from the fountain 
of Plato by his most cnthusiastick votary, Plotinuj. ** A^ 

*• TTopsioK; !^' He wUl best comprehend the high and Jioiy €ed» 
tence whtoh declares what is the life of such men; ***0«;ri^ 

•* aXXwv Tft/v TviSg, Cioc avwSovo; rm rpSg, OrFH MONOTP 
** nPOS MONON ! " Plotini £aiieiid : 6. L. 9- c* xL 

{h) The Reverend Thomas <yisborne, M. A* Author af 
an Enquiry into the Duties of Men, &c. and of the Female Sex, 
tec. &c. eminently entitled to the publick esteem and grad« 
tudc. 

(r) The Rev. J. U. Pott, M. A. the learned ai^d excellei* 
Arch^deacon'of St. Alb?n'^« In his writings instructive, la- 
^prioas in his office, and exemplary in his life ajad in his pro* 
le^oa* 

(d) Richard Joseph Snlivan, Esq. F. R. S. and F.A.S. 
author of " Philosophical Rhapsodies, &c.''and of a work en- 
titled ** A View of Nature, in Letters to aTravcllecamong the 
" Alps, with Reflections on Atheistical Philosophy now exern* 
** plified in France, in six vol. 8vo.*' A work of labour and of 
gefieral utility, digested from original writers with judgment, 
and with an upright virtuous heart, in a pleasing and instruc* 

tivc 
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But still, though oft his various works I scan^ 
I quit the volume, when I find the man. 

Hcrschell //y, with ampler mind and magick glass, 
Mid worlds and worlds revolving as they pass. 

Pours 

tivc manner. It appears to be intended merely a an introduction 
to works of deeper science ; and I consider it in this light. I 
dwell with affection on such a charaaer as Mr. SiiHvani 
and, if this were the place, and if India were the theme, I 
might make honourable mention of the works and excellence 
of his Brother, John Sulivam, Esq. 

(f) Dr. Herschell's new do6trine concerning the Materia 
Solaris, has attractred much attention among the learned. I offer 
to their coniideration a curious pafTage, which I met with 
when I was reading with a very diiferent purpofe. The Pla- 
tonick Procluf, in the third book of the Commentaries on the 
Timaeus of his great Mailer, mentions that Ariflotle (whom, 
furely with juftice, he calls ^xvtMLcrof; Af^ia-rorzXw) hints, 
i^at the Sun and the Stars are not absolutely bodies of fire* 
The words are these : *' Tov to/v Affrpwif x^P^* ''*' avrom 
rov fjLsyav HXiov, OYKONTA EK nXPOS." Procli Com- 
ttient. in Timaeum Platonis, Edit* Ba(il. Gr. 1534. p. 131. There 
is another fingular paffage (not so explicit as this from Proclui) 
in the first book, de Caelo, of the Second Ennead of Plotinui 
the Platonicorum Coryphasus, as he has been called : he talks 
also, rather quaintly from Aristotle, of 4 ** IIz/^ m rofv Acrpuf 
9rpo(r^opov ft/^Ei." Plotin : Ennead. 2 L.* i. pag. 99, &c. Edit. 
Basil, cum Comment. Ficini. — ^The reader is referred to Dr. 
Herschell's most curious paper ^^ On the Nature and Conflruc* 
tioB of the Sun and Fixed Stars." Phil, Trans, Part 1. 179s. 
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Pours the full clustered radiance from on high. 
That fathomless abyss of Deity. 580 

Who in the depth abstruse of intellect 
A greater now than Waring (g) shall expect ? 
Lo, where Philosophy extends her sway. 
Guides future Navies o'er the trackless way. 
More voluble and firm ; so, strong in thought. 
The royal Synod Atwood {h) sate and taught. 
Who may forget thee, (/)Beattie? rustick (^) Burns, 
And all his artless wood-notes Scotland mourn s« 
, With 

(g) Edward Waring, M. D. Profeflbr of the Mathcmatkia 
ia the University of Cambridge* 

(h) Sec a Paper in the Philos. Trans. 1796. Parti. etitMed 
*• The Construction and Analysis of geometrical propoiitioffls 
determining the positions assumed by homogeneal bodies whidi 
float freely and at rest, on a fluid surface, also determining tie 
stability ^f ships and other floating bodies, by George Atwooo^ 
Esq. F.R.S." The R. S. presented Mr. Atwood with their 
medal on this occasion. — The names of HerschelJ, AtwooJ« 
Maskelyne, Cavendiih, Wdolialion, Milner^ &c. dignify tlue 
Royal Society. We have yet some ** Matter Builders in the 
Sciences/^ as Mr. Locke once expreffed himfelf. (Preface 10 
bis £(ray on the H. U.) 

f/JJarnes Seattle, L« L. D. Author of <^ The Minstrel, aPoem 
in two books**' It is for ever to be regretted that this true Poet a^i 

most 
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With England's Bard, with Cowpcr, who shaHvie? 
Original in strength and dignity^ 
With more than painter's fancy blest, with lays 
Holy, as saints to heaven expiring raise. (1) 

Sec 

most excellent man never finiflied his exquisite Poem. My mind 
dwel]» upon it, particularly on the First Fart, even from my 
boyish days at school. 

(k) Robert Burns. The Ayrelbire Ploughman. An original 
Poet. 

(I) William Cowper, Esq. Author of " Tlic Task.''— Toin 
lAna-ttMv U^ ioffis ! Such are the words of the divine Ascraean, 
ID his Theogonia. Of these Mu&es seated on our 9Wm ParnaiTus, 
it may be said, 

*^ Ihere did they sit, and do their holy deed, 
Thdt pka&'d both heaven and earth. 'V 

^Bishop IJall's Satires. B. i. S. «. 
The conclusion of the Poet's work i^ so ^acred^ so ^ifiO^fied* sp 
unequalled in sisnplicity and una^ected piety, tb^t I hQpe i^pf 
will read it without those sensations, and without that |ipproy^ 
mejpty it seems deligoed to inspire. 

^^ Bur ALL IS IN HIS HAi^D who^p pr^i^c I fiee^2 
In vain the PQet sings ^nd the v»orld head's, 
^ HE regard not^ though diyine the sheave* 
'Tis not in artful measures, in the chijD|t 
And idle tinkling of a minstrel's lyre, 
To charm his ear, who looks upon the heart : 
Whose fro»'xi can disappoint tb^ piioudcst straioi 
Whose approbation^F'prospcr even mincr'' 
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See, with the fire of youth how art Gombines, 589 
When Milton's muse with Westairs(//^ pencil joins ! 
For Athens Cumberland (Jll) seems born alone, 
^fobid her comick Patriot be our own. 

P 4 Higl^ 



(Jl) The magnificent edition of Milton by BoyclcU and Ni- 
pol, with Westall's designs. Miusarum dona vocarem. 

(///) RicHAKp CuMiEHLANp, Esq. an author of various 
talents, and of very considerable learning. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to enumerate his compositions, in particular his dra- 
R^atick works, which have received the sanction of publick 
esteem. In my opinion he has done v/rp '^great service to 
tl^e cause of morality and of literature* He is author of ^ 
work called ** The Observer," and from thp translation, in 
that work, of the fragments of the Greek comick writers^ 
I believe all learned readers will agrce^ that he h the only 
man in the kingdoni (with whom we zvt Jiuhlickly acquainted) 
cqua) to the translation of Aristophanes. I wish it were to be 
the amusement of l)is retired hours. I ^hall never think he h^s 
been ^' public^ top long,'' but as he has quitted the stage^ 
(as he has affirmed himself, though Poets sometimes will make 
Falsi Im/iressions^) such a translation would be an easy, yet an 
adequate and honourable employment for a man of unques- 
tionabje genius, versatility of talents, and knowledge of the 
world, and a cmsummate master of the poetical language of our 
best ancient dramatick writers. Let us hope that Ariscophaae^ 
fiiay yet be our own. (July 1797.) 
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High from the climes of Latium's happier day 

The Muse on Roscoe (m) darts her noontide ray ; 
And with each soft, each reconciling pow'r. 

Sheds gleams of peace on Melmoth*s («) closinghour; 

Bright to the goal in their sublime career 

Bryant and Burke (o) the torch triumphant bear; 

Whil? 



(«r) William Roscoe, Esq. the historian of Lorenzo d^ Medici 
called the Magnificent. See the P/of L; dialogue III. at the 
conclusion* / 

(n) William Melmoth, Esq. a most elegant and distin- 
guished wricer, "near half an age with every good man's praise." 
His translation of Cicero and Pliny will speak for him, while 
Roman and English eloquence can be united. Mr. Melmoth is 
a happy example of the mild influence of learning on a culti- 
vated mindy I mean of that learning which is declared to be the 
aliment of youth, and the delight and consolation of declining 
years. Who would not envy this "fortunate old man" 
his most finished translation and comment on Tu\\y*s Catof 
or rather, who would not rejoice in the refined and mellowed 
pleasures of so accomplished a gentleman aud so liberal a 
scholar ? 

(o) It IS to be wished, that these two cheat ken may mw 
cwcluJe their political and literary labours, finem digmim et 
0/itimo *viroet of ere sanctiaimofac'tant /" Quintil. Lib. I». Cap. 
IX. (June 1797.)— Since writing the above, when I heard of 

the 
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While Granta hails (what need the Sage to name ?) 
Hpr loy*d lapis op the banks of Cam. ([i) 600 

D d z Whence 

the death pf that virBQjr alibd man, the Rt« Hon, Edmund 
^(jRKE,t I coold only say to my friend, 

H fxaX* Xt/yjwjj 

K«wnHAEIAH2! 

Such was my Tcneration for THIS Gilbat Man, when living, 
such is the depth of ipy homage, and the secret affiictlon of my 
spirit at his departure. It appears to noc expedient and gratefal, 
that we should all remember and revere the f^Kn to whose /r/« 
nal exertions (it cannot be repeated too frequently) we originally 
owe the publick sense of the moral, political, jind rdigiousdaor 
ler of £nj;|and from the grand crushing Ca^ax., grounded and 
rooted in France, and branching out and overshadowing all 
Earope. I speak, as I think, in sincerity. We cannot indeed, 
without much reflection, understand the/nil nature and extent 

of 

t July 1797. — See Mr. Burke's character; in " Tie Imferial 
Epistli froiti ]$[ienLong, Emperor of China, to George the Third 
of Great Britain,*' v. 1*7. page 19. Edit. 8vo. 1796. As far as 
depends upon me, the words of Pindar $hall be vpri^ed on this 
|;reat man : 

Tov /Acv are flavovr AwSi^f 

EXiTTovr'* aXX« of 

riapft TE vt/pftv T«^y 

@' E/uxory^flM 7rap0€voft 

£(rr«v, 67ri O^vov rs ffoXt/^«pboy z^vxv. ^io^fV 

Ap« S' A9av«Tt)i$ • 

^(tXov ys 4>AiT(» icai fiifAevov Siavqk; ©sav ^i^ofxcv. 

Find. Isth.Q^J, 
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Whence is that groan? no more Britannia sleeps. 
But o'er her lost Mus2eus(y) bends and weeps. 

Lo, 

oj^the publick obligation to Mr. Burke. I would not vindicate 
any man from the cradle to the grave ; much lefs a politician and 
a statesman. The very region of Politicks is baneful; it is too 
frequently ** the soil the ^/r<rx like.'* fv^ery statesman, in or 
out of power, knows his own meannefs, the turbulence of his 
pallions, the rattles of office, the irritation of opponents, the 
jealousy of rank, and the impatience of consorted power. All 
this IS true, JBut -still, when I have revolved the various labours 
of £DMUNnBuRKE,and the caosb he has maintained, (as it 
centrally regards government, religion, and society, not the details 
of the war iand it's conduct) I say, with this allowance for the 
feverous frailty of the passions, and the taint of mortality in all 
our bc8t actions, I would record in lasting characters, and in 
our.holiest and most honourable temple, th'e departed Orator of 
England, the Statesman, and the Christian, Edmund HurkeJ 
** Remunet'Mfio ejus CvM Alt isiiMO I*' 

(ji) I wish, (and every Etonian and every niem^jer of the 
. pnivcrsity of Canjbridge of good character will join me heart and 
hand) that this great, disinterested, virtuous, and consummate 
Scholar and Physician, now by learning and religion con- 
ducted with dignity to the close of life, may be known bv this 
affectionate verse to all posterity, ** Thel9v'dlK?is on the banks of 
Cam:' 

Diis DiLECTE Sbnex, te Jupiter aequus opoitet 
Nascentcm, et miti lustrarit lumine Phoebus 
Allantisque nepos; neque enim nhi charus ah orttf 
Diis superis poterit magno favisse poctac, 

Hinc 
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Lo, every Grecian, every British Muse 
Scattets the rfeccnt flow'rs j and gracious dews. 
Where Mason lies; he isure their influence felt, 
'And in his breast each soft iaffectibn dwelt. 
That love and friendship know; each sister art. 
With all that €olours, and that Sounds impart. 
All thit the sylvan theatre can graces 609 

All in the soul of Mason" FOUND their place!" 

D d 3 Low 

Hinc longaeva viret lAnto sub flore Senecta^i 

Nondiim deciduos set-vans tibi frontis honorcs^ 

Jngeni'umque vtgens^ et adulium mentis acumen, • ' . . * 

Ergo Ego tc Clifts ct iilagni nomine Phoebi 

Mans£ Pater, jubeo longum salvere peh ^Vum ! 

MiLt6N Ali Mansvm* 

1 know not wfiat should r"est^aln me oh this occkslon. For-M 
eternal honour of the University of Cambridge, in this our age^ 
'to the following names which I have setectccl with the severest 
judgment of which lam capable, Geat; Hurd, Ogden, Bal^ 
iBUY, and Bryant, I will add the name of her DUectus lajtis^ 
—Robert Glynn ! 

TANTb HOMINI FIDUS, TAVTiB VlRTUTlS AMAT.0&! 

(Nov,i797.) 

(q) The Rev. William Mason, M. A. author of Elfrida, 
Caractacus, Musaeus a' Monody on Mr* Pope, The English 
Garden, &c. &c. &c. &€• 
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Low sinks the laureUM head ; in Mon&^s land 
I see them pass^ 'tis Mador's drooping band. 
To harps of woe in holiest obsequies, 
" /«j(?«^<^^rjv^, they chant, orR Druid //WT* 

He (r) too, whom Indus and the Ganges mourn. 
The glory of their banks, from Isis torn, 
In learning*s strength is fled, in judgment's prime. 
In science temperate, various, and sublime ; 
To him familiar every legal doom. 
The courts of Athens, or the halls of Rome, 620 
Or Hindoo Vedas taught ; for him the Muse 
Distilled from every flowV Hyblsean dews ; 
Firm, when exalted, in demeanour grave, 
Mtrcy and truth were his« he lov'd to save. 
His mind collected ; at opinion's shock 
Jones stood unmbv'd, and from the Christian rock^ 
Coelestial brightness beaming on his breast, 
He ^w THE Star, and worshipp'd in the East, 

Thau 



(r) Sir William JoNFS. One of the Judges oftheStt- 
premc Court of Judicature in Bengal, &c. &c. &c« &c« 
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Tkou too^ OcTAvitJs, that dread hour piu&t feel. 
Nor eloquence^ nor wit, nor patriot zeal, 630 

, Nor piety sincere without the show. 
Nor every grace Pierian powers bestow 
From' pure Ilyssus and the Latian shore. 
What Swift, or great Erasmus felt before, 
May save thee ! — ^yet, yet long, so friendship calls. 
May guardian angels hover round the walls. 
Where lov« and virtue fi^ their blest abode. 
Friend of thy country, servant of thy God ! (j) 

OcTAvitTs yes, it is, it ftiall be mine, 639 

With praise appropriate {k) still to grace my line; 

D d 4 To 

(s) In this political aod depreffing period, it is some coqiflKl 
to divert the attention for a moment to such characters of lite- 
rary and poetical excellence as The Rev, William Mason, and 
Sir William Jones 1 and to be able to add my wm Oqtavius* 
OcTAVius Optimvs, are the legitimate words of Horace, With 
an allowance for the partiality of friendfiiip, (and who that ever 
felt such an affection will refuse to grant it) and wi^th sorrow 
that 99W he must mither ie $mderst9od nor uameJ^ 1 assert with 
truth, that Octayiui is formed to move among the higli^st 
and the foremost in the state, though contented and submitting 
to act in a station, certainly not without honour, yet inadequate 
to his faculties. ** Exurnet 4itati$ mstra glmam /" 
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, To mark where Genius soars, beyond contioiiU 

With Mantuan judgment and the Theban soul, 

Correct; 

(S) It is pleasing and satisfactory to thirrt, that ail booki 
which arc absolutely f^^wVtf^ to ilrengthen, exalt, purify, and 
inform the undcrftanding, and consequently to correct and en- 
large the aflfeftions and the Ficart, arc of easy rfecefi ahd of 
easy price. With the luxury of learning and tlie modern cle- 
gance of types and paper, I have nothing to do, but tarnestly 
to deprecate all needless extravagance and brilliant fdly in new 
puhlicatimsy if they are designed to be of service to the world, 
and to be purchased. The august and sublime monuments of 
religion and of genius may Ke adorned without blame, or ra- 
ther with great commendation. When the Bible, Sbakspeare, 
and Milton appear in all the splendour of typographick art, and 
\}cit magnificence of decoration frorti the pencil, who does not 
feel a secret pride in the honour refleded on the discerning 
liberality of his country ? Such books may be considered as 
rypographical pi<ftures of cininent artists. Piftures however 
are not neceflary for the closet of a student ; but they may 
adorn the museum of a; nation or an university, and dignify the 
Vepositories of the opulent and patrician literati. Attici^ 
is magnificent in such patronage, thougb Rntilus may incur 
ISO me censure. This itf a hoUe and laudable- ude of the super- 
ifluity of wealth. It is also political in' the h^gheft degree. Ih 
times like these, men of talents and genius, when unemployed 
and let loose upon the world, become too frequently the pesti 
of society, and the Canker worms (A th^ 6omlnnnity.-fc-It i4 
indeed high time to awake out of sleep, and io 3b<?ern the 
' peculiar use of every blessing. In all our a^Hons^ we should 
haire a view to the stability of society and of well-regulated 

- ' govenuneuU 
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^ Gorhecf , majestick, copious, full, and strong/ 
In arts; in arms, in eloquence, or song ; 
Still proud to vindicate unseen, linknownj 
^The State, the Laws, thei Altar, and the Throne.' 

OCTAVIUS* 

Here close the strain : and o'er 5^our studious hotir 
May truth preside and virtue's holiest pow'r ! 
Still be your knowledge temp'ratc and {e) discreet. 

Though 

gbvefhment. It becomes vs ctl to observe and separate the 
essential and unvarying laws* of order from the principles of 
Confusion, and the dictates of sound sense from the wiidness 
ttf ungoverned fancy, and of presumptuous intellect. The 
grand end and aim may at last be ths effected ; and we may^ 
by choice diid cdnviction, turft from fywjr vanities to the spirit 
of truth and of life. 

{e) The advice of Octavius is good, but hot applicable to A 
man so insignificant as his friend. But to men of knowledge 
Snd of ability in evfery department of life it is of deep impor- 
tance. I lament and am indignant, when I think of such a scho- 
lar as Dr. Parr, and the waste of erudition and talents. Let 
^im stand for a genus. " Knowledge alone is not our proper 
happiness. Men of deep research and curious enquiry should 
just be put in miad| not to mistake what they fire doing^^ 

The 
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Though not as Jones sublime, as Bryant great ; 65^ 

Prepared 

The want of discretion and prudence has ruined more men 
of learning and genius than the time would allow me to 
mention. . Without this sobriety of intellect nothing is 
strong, nothing is great. Without this prudence, without 
this discernment of time and circumstance, and the hahit tf 
regularity^ without an attention to the decencies of society and 
of common life, and of the principles by which all tnen^ how^ 
ever gifted, must indiscriminately be conducted, all our attain- 
ments are nothing worth. They will never procure us es* 
teem or respectability among men. The world will bujt smile 
at such scholars ; and ministers, when called upon to promote 
them, will tell you not without reason^ ^* they ate not pnduillle.^^^ 
Let me give two passages on this subject, one from Miltoui 
the other from Dr» Johnson, variously applicable andof deepeft 

consequence. 

" He who reads 

Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 

A spirit and judgment equal or superior, , 

Uncertain and unsettled still remains, 

Deep versed in books, and shallow in himself. 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 

As children gathering pebbles on the shore.*' 

P. R. b. 4. V. 3i4, 

To men of genius (as at least they are called) Dr. Johnson 
gave this solemn admonition s *' This relation (of the life of 

« Savage) 



f The words of the Duke of Newcastle on such an occasiont 
when he was Prime Minister in George the Second's reign* 
They were spoken of a man, whose genius, talents, eloquence, 
and erudition honoured and supported the Church of England* 
And he *was not frompted^ 
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Prepared to prove (J) ur Senate, or the Hall, 



That 



^< Savage) wiU not be wholly without iVs ase, if those who, ia 
*^ confidence of superior capacities or attainments, disregard tht 
*• common maxims of life^ shall be reminded that nothing will supply 
•• the tvant of prudence^ and that negligence and irregularity, 
•* long continued, will make knowledge useless^ wit ridiculous, and 
** genius contemptihU*\ Dr. Johnson's Life of Savage, at the 
conclusion* 

^* Deign on the passing world to cast thine eyes, 
•* And pause etwhilefrom letters^ to be wise. 

. (f) No factions ever proceeded to attempt a Revolutioh 
in any country^ bnt first under the pretence and through the Mc^ 
dium of A Reform. We have beon told with effrontery and 
with falshood, that the Constitution of England exists only in 
the imagination; yet we may read the Bill of Rights. The 
fact is this. Modern framers of political constitutions will 
never be satisfied, till they are laid down like the elements of 
mathematicks in the manner of Euclid. Definitions, Axioms,Po9* 
tulatei, primary propositions, and subsequent propositions, built 
upon and proved by the preceding, with corollaries and deduc* 
tions. One strange writer, (perhUps it is the first time the 
reader ever heard of him) says, *< a Constitution must be 
produced intite and at the same time ; it must be simple in it's con* 
struction, and perfect in all ifs parts.*'' Malkin's Essays on 
Civilization, 8vo. (1795) p* 122. I had fondly thought that 
Lord Bacon had distinguished the works of nature from those 
of art, in that masterly and memorable sentence *« Natura 
omnium partium rudimenu simul parit et prccreat."t I 

suppose 
t 0« Augment. Scicnt, 
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That states by learning rise, by learning IFall} 



Serene 



suppose a political Constitution is the work of human art. 
Indeed if Mr. Malkin were describing ^ /leifect poeni,'cpick 
or tragick, he could not have expressed himself more critically. 
Yet thus it is, that our present theoretical writers sport with 
man slnd his passions. They certainly consider us all as passive 
machines, and they ajiply their tdws^ with as much cool indif- 
ference to their fellow-creatures, and with as little feeling, as 
they would ap/ily the axe^ or any mechanical inftrument, to lopi 
a tree or to raise a weight. Their systems uniformly proceed 
on this principle. They never vary, Mercy is not in all their 
thoughts ; there is neither allowance for human frailty, ncr 
revision of judgment. M^n has ofFehded: he must die the 
death. Gnossius hsfec Rhadamanthus habet i>URi8SiMA rb(^- 
Ha. We have all seen and fdt, ^hai the tevoiotionSiry prin- 
ciple //. ' 

We must ncVef for a moment forget, thak tiiE ofifjBCT ot 
France, from her first Revolution^ has been and i% to CHAWds 

tHK GOVERNMBNT IN EVERY StaTE IN EUROPE, and in 

iv'eiy other part of the world iwhich she cAn/ieroadt or influence. Look ifi 
trcrmany, in Belgium, in Italy, in Swit2erland, in Spain, in the 
Jslcs of the Eastern or of the Western Arcl^ipelago { cast your 
View, broad and unrcftrained, frorti the dominions 6f the Porte 
id the banks of the Ohio or the Missisi|^pi, not a state, not 
a fortrefs, not a work, not a fragment of nature or of art, not 
a cliff, not a torrent, not a precipice, but has felt the slio^k 
and impulse of revolutionary terror. Ahyssus abyssum invocat ! 
One deep has called upon anotheri the winds have blown the 

signal 
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Serene, not senseless, through the awful storm. 
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^ignal of encounter, and the cataracts are roaring and conflict* 
|ng ; or i(i the resounding language of the poet of Panopolis $^ 

^ ^povrauvi fotpi/StfTrof fiCo/xCesv oiaS^os iny^cj ! 

I must claim excuse and indulgence for my expressions, if it 
can be required at an hour like the present. My mind is either 
borne down or hurried away with the terrors of impending 
desolation, and the overthrow or confusion of fixed, regulated, 
established government. My sensations are solitary ; but they 
are deep. Ttjv -vf/fx^v fxn Siepj^sra* Pof^faia. I have indeed 
the consolation of affectionate and honourable friendship, and 
I am not without the approval of a few who are wise and good : 
but I cannot say that '* in my life time I have had too much of 
noise and compliment.^'? I have risen in silence: and in peace 
and privacy it is my desire to set and to depart. But can any of 
us see what we have seen, and not labour to avert it from oar 
own country f If I could conceiye a man of less political signifi* 
cance than myself, (not from my endeavours but from my situ- 
ation,) I ^yould call even on him for assistance. But I would 
also add still more fervently, that if all and each of us, who feel 
the time and the power of these days of darkness and of desolating 
tyranny, can be persuadcfd in the spirit of seriousness and of tem- 
perate national piety,-** to offer up prayers and supplications, 

" with 

5 Nonnus. Dionys.Lib.41. v. 84. p. 1059. Edit. Hanov. 1610. 

J An expression in the affecting Will of the Rt. H. Edmund 
Burkel What declaration, what testimony, what experience 
tirill r0«viV^ us of the ^' Vera bona atque illis multum'diversa, 
rcmdta erroris nebula ?" 
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^or deem stability on change to found ; 
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people; by force and terror ; or by mitigated law and inQu** 
ence. Who docs not wish for the first ? Who expects to see 
it ? Jo states highly civilized, the mixed mode of Jaw and influ- 
ence on the mjnd5 of free agents appears to me the only mode 
in which tranquillity, security, aod general happiness can be 
tolerably preserved, with the allowance of Jiuman frailty. I 
detest corruption, open or secret, as much as any man. But 
vhen I see an assembly formed on any principles however sub- 
lime, or deep, or disinterested,^ remember it is formed of men, 
Menandersaid long ago; AvBqcjTro; \ Ix^yn Tt^o^aais. It is man j 
his name explains the re§t. I never will consent to think, that 
Government is a matter of perpetual experiment. I would graft 
new regulations upon the old principles by a very gradual re- 
moval of what is absurd, obsolete, useless, or an incumbrance. 
it was the boast of Citizen Lord Stanhope, that he would teach r 
the Judges law, and the Bishops religion. I have no such 
ambition : but at present J would recommend to Charles 
Abbott Esq. M. P. the new Digester of our Laws, not to be too 
subtle in the process. Mr. Abbott is a gentleman of learning, 
virtue, ability, and upright conduct ; biit in such a cause the 
best among us must be warqed of the danger of experiment, 
*Oxatpo5 o|t/^, lOTretpa ff(paX6/m, said the Father of Physick ia 
the depth of his aphorismick wisdom. But caution is-not timi* 
dity. It is not every political chemist who, can throw off into 
his work the spirit of legislatio|i, vnmingled with the grossei" 
dregs and feculence of the mass. 

Let us fjviOy and at all times, be vigilant with determinate; 
courage. We know, beyond the possibility of a doubt, vshat, 
freedom, what eq^uality ^Ji(rwer among the citi^ns^ what sameikess, 

what 
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To feel with Mirabeau that " Words a?eThings,"(^/ 

Ee While 

what fraternity, what comfort, what happiness, . and what 
security France has offered, znd given too, to all countries, who 
have either bowed voluntarily, or have been subjected, to her* 
tyranny. Take Cicero's expreffions. As to themselves ; " Licetj 
quod videtur, publicum judicare : quod judicaverint, vendcre.'* 
As to other nations, friend or foe ; •* Perspici non potest, 
utrum scveritas acerbior, an benignitas quaestuosior sit." Such 
are the words in that elaborate and consummate Oration on the 
Agrarian Law, which every man would do well to read and 
consider in the original, or in a translation. It is peculiarly 
pertinent to the present time; When Demosthenes raised his 
mighty voice against a decree proposed by Aristocrates, he 
bespoke the attention of his audience as to a private man, who 
h^d neither part in the administration of the state, nor inRu- 
ence from his connections. He bespoke their favour on t/its 
ground. He thought the interest of Athens was alone a suffi* 
cient plea. *' E^rstSav* ay/ rouv avoy^avrctry vp-a;^ bJg twv 
vs?roX/T6C//XEva;v xa< m^rsvoiAevcuv 7C»q vyii\ cov^ 7cpayid,x rri}).im 
xttTov ^'nfjLi Sgi^giv '?r6irp«7pifivov.*'f For my own part without any 
ether firetension^ political or literary, ti^^n the love I feel to my 
country, her laws, her religion, her ordinances^ and her govern- 
ment, and the labour I have exerted to understand and to pre^ 
serve them, I would earnestly and affectionately remind my 
Countrymen in this perilous and prefling hour, of the eloquent 
words of Demonax, as they are recorded by Lucian j ^^Constitutions 
•* and dqctrines like these you will never decree^ till you have^rst remove J 
*' or a<verthrown the altar of mercy !'* The words of the ori- 
ginal are full of dignity : Mo) vporspoy, w AQiOvoAOi, ^ooipioreafle," 
«v fAVi r« EAEOT Tov SetfiMv xaQih^rs *. 

t KoirxApiaroxpartiS. Deiiiosth. Op. Gr. Benen. 1570. p. 403. 
* Lucian. Demonax. p. 5 5 5s Ed. Fol. Bourdelptii. 
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While in Delusion's car their magick rings. 

Through 

(g) A celebrated saying of the famous Mirabeau, in the be- 
ginning of the French Rerolution.— I would, in this concluding 
note, observe with great earnestness and affection to my Coun- 
try, that in all the departments of society, government, religion, 
or literature, the French have at all times maintained one 
tJNVARYiNG s'ysTEM OF DECEPTION, whcn undcr the ancient 
monarchy, or now under the iron, unrelenting tyranny of their 
new republick. Their manner of reasoning is, and always has 
been, sophistical. We are in perpetual danger of being misled 
by the appearance of reason. We have always ground for 
distrust. Take a specimen from thousands and tens of thousands 
of instances. Many years ago, in a collection entitled •* Let- 
trcs Historiflues ct Politiques," a Frenci Statesman used these 
words to Mr. D*Alcmbert. " Je ne vcux point admtttre dans 
•* les arret i de Conseil un vrai trivial^ une clarte tro]i famWere. 
** Je veux un <urai de recherche^ une clarte elegante, une naivete 
** fine, toute hrillante de termes pomjieux^ relcvcs ino/nnement de 
*' phrases arrondies, de V9catifi intermeiiaires et d* adverh§i in* 
** definis,^\ Nothing can be more character is tick of French 
Statesmen. Be but sufficiently unintelligihUi have but your 
vocaiifs intermediaires et your adverbes indefittu^ and the business 
is done. Language without meaning, phrasos to blind the 
people, and ideas to delude. But when the scheme is accom« 
pi is bed, and when they ohtain thefoiver^ their ian|;Uage is perfectly 
intelligible. 

Next take an instancy in Literature, Men of learning have 
always had a proper value for the Greek language, for reasons 

to» 

t Lett. Hist, ct PoHt. Vol. 4. Pv 1 76. 
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*Flirougl^ states, 'or armies, in the camp, or street, 

E e 2 And 

loo 40bVi(HM for AC io »tet«« Ia genial the Fret^h are ignorant 
«f it* laifiti M<« C^mu^ <tbe Deputy) soooe time ago published 
^ edition oi Arifttptle % Thfn Xmn^ moderate enough as X 
thought from a slight iMpection. But in general the French 
yhjlosopfeers, who by their «forks prepared the Revolutiop, 
4Hre perpetually desptsing or rtdiculing the Gtttk language. I 
•nly cpeak of their mamisr of effecting their, purpose. One of 
<l>e aeutcst, moat dangeroai^ and moat iosidious of them all, Mr^ 

D'Alem-^ 



• I knOwrnot whether the French have been taught by the 
Citixen Commentator Cammt to J^ave recourse to the nietaphy« 
sicks of Aristotle, when he declares that *« Equalitf is really Same-" 
mn^' f>r«8 tfacSt^yrite hj^^a^fexpriesses it,*H Icromy*, 'Eyo. 
TJOff.t The French Commentators lift^^t vary in their sense. 
With his Majptft Moralia they have nothing to do ; but they* 
eeem marvellously to agree with him respecting the dignity and 
f^imiy of the jcience and practice g/'(TH«i a) PoHtiekty in every 
sute of Europe. 'H noX«T«xtj Kupwravn xai apxir&mnK'n^ 
Tivar yap sivai xp«»v ruv sTCKTTnfAm ev rais Ho\s<ri, xou tcoiolq 
hfM-T^s mvQc^yei^^ x«i fAsxpi rivof, 'ATTH AIATA22EI ! 
I am grieved to add the words which follow : ^OpcofMsv ras 
tvriAAOr«Tar ranf /^wafjLsan 'TflO TATTHN OT2A2 ! t 
I cannot alfo ihedp obaerving,, that mutatis mutanJis^ the letter of 
a ABpdero Fr^vdt General to any State refembles one from |i 
pjreqanCoiu-tezanin Alciphron's collection. The fraternal and 
meretricious demand are not much unlike. Philumena fays to 
Crko, *' Why do you trouble yourself to write so often ? I want 
** ^ifi^ (or fifty miUiott) pieces of Gold ; I do not want letters^ 
V Ifjf9u love me^ give MB money ! Farewell. (Health and /ra- 
«• ternityV*) The Greek is more emphatick : Ilsyryixoyra yjpv<rojf 
hi, Kiu yfomMLxojy 8 Jsi, EI ME 4>IAEI2, A02." Alci- 
pbron. Lib. i. £p. 40. Edit, Bergleri 1791. p, 61. 

t Arista Metaphys. L. 10. C. 3. 
t Ariit, Ethic, Ijlkhom* I#, I, C, 2« 
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And now a School revolts, and now a Fleet. 660 

. Go, 

D'Alembcrt, has these words. ^Ak^ si voms javkK /? Gr#r/— Ccw 
qui S9avent, c« croient saveir^ rHebreu, VArahe^ Ic Syriaque^ Ic 
Cojthtc ou !e C^/^(as if he cared Jiow it was pronounced) ItPersan^ 
oju. le Chinczjy pensent et parlent iie mime ctfiar hsjn$mis rauMs.^^i 
We sec, that the Frenck Philosopher by confmnding the Jrabick^ 
Cofitick, Syriacj and Chinese with the Greeks insinuates that 
there is an equal use in them all, that is, to the generality of 
scholars and to the world at large, little or ne use at all. This 
does not merit any answer ; but we see the nature of a Frenck 
FldlosofiJiers proof and the manner of his arguments In short, 
he either knows every thing, or there is no manner of use at all 
in any thing that he does not know* 

* I think from conttnned observation, I understand the nature of 
these men. Their literature, their politicks, their philosophy, 
all terminate in the same poi;it. . ** Croyez Moi," are the words, 
whether they speak to an individual, or to the nations of the 

universe, 

JVow, since the Revolution, from reasoning they have betaken 
themselves /o single words. Deception still. Mirabeau said true, 
*• Words are things," I cannot. help observing that the Athe- 
nians (whose government was f>opular, and consequently tyranni- 
leal, and manured with the blood of her own citizens) had a 
custom of softening tiie appellation of things which natural!/ 
conveyed an idea of te'rror. This may be found in a most cu- 
rious extract, preserved by the very learned Photius from the 
4th book of the Chreitomdthia of Helladius Besantinous j 

the 

$ D'Alemhert Melanges '. de Literature ct.dft Philosophic. 
Vol. 5. p. ^26. 
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Go, warn in solemn accents, bold and brief, 

Ee3 The 

the words are tbeae* '*• To iMiiac^yL* Xeysiv itSai rois Tltt-^ 
*• Xaiojy ^povnr fiJ^ (Jt/tXiaroi. & roi; AByivxtois' Zto xai to Ag<r- 
** fjucfjvnpm oixinytM sx«Xhv, hou rov A^i^xiov Koivov , ray & Kfavyvxs 
•* ffg/Avaj Sear xtX." Photii Bibliothec. Sect, cyg.-pag. 1593. 
Ed, 1653. In the same manner the French apply the terms Equa- 
lity^ Lib^fy^ Fraternity^ &c, for Tyranny, Desolation, Oppres- 
sion and Plunder. This is well understood. It would be pre- 
sumption to enlarge on this subject to a kingdom so enlighten- 
ed, so dignified^ and I may add, so p&epaked as Great Britain. 

We have every thing to lose. We have under our own form 
of government, comfort^ protection, honour, security, and hap- 
piness. The price of preserving them is indeed great, very 
great ; bat the price of anarchy, reform, and inextrlcahje con- 
fusion, would be greater beyond all calculation. We have a 
foe powerful and perhaps • unrelenting* But alt states yield at 
last to circumstances ; and policy may grant what affection 
would refuse. The most ardent wish of my heart is a secure 
PsACE, after , a war for ever to be ^eplorcB, bloodyi fatal, and 
expensive beyond all example ; but which I always believed, 
and still l^dieye^ to have-beea iK£yitABi.£.. .We have j//// 
many and^reat resources ;bi^t the times never called ^ith.so loud 
and 80 commanding a voice for wisdom,, discernment, and in^e- 
pity, for temperate., timely, and jra^/tftf/ concession with dignity 
and security, and for an oeconomy. rigid and undcviati.ng, on the 
j^art^ wr gwirmrsJT\it times call equally for obcdienc'ei.systema- 
tickacquiescence under temporary pressure,alacrity in defence, 
and vigilance, and loyalty, and steadiness, in all the subjects of 
^ulf^nd.. We Ijave no need of the Roman j^rmilustrium ; our 
yms ace purified already. Our Soldiers are loyal and honour- 
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The slumbering Minifter, or fectious Chief; 

Mourn 

Me^ and without spM. They have beta weighed in the 
balance^ and found perfect. And I trust our naval flag wUI 
Jiever again wave but in defiance to omr emrnits* We are not lo% 
if wc continue firm. 

I see the ancient marks of our country in every lojftil doun* 
tenance. I would give Ibfe to every one who thinks, and lovel 
our great kingdom and it's constitution. In times of ]i*ti«0il 
distress Poets have sometimes found means to iiiVigOfate CM 
publick mind, and to confirm it*s stability. I speak IndMd of 
the days of old, << the image of our antique world." Biit n^w, 
when thdTempleand the Citadel, the worship, and the strength^ 
and the constitution of our forefathers artf to be venerated arid 
defendedy it is happy that we can trace and find these powers 
each in their order. W6 may be reminded Of dl that wal 
depicted in the fabled palace where the deities once asstmbM 
in full consistory : 

Signa tamen, DivAmque tori, et quem quisque sacrarat 
Accubitu genioque,. locus monstr^rutur !;( 

But If ahU not I we hilve not the iirtag^i, btft tke vct^T.^ Ikkigi 
b^fortf lis; and the words of poetry are set off by the wffnan 

force of truth. 

We must remember that all the leagues «f F«rnth-fil*i 
tionsand their leaders, in England or in any ebuiltfy,' teV^r 
relent. They know <iot the meaning of fhd terftl. Thttl* W 
as much mercy in them, \o use the phrase of Sh^kipealrei iHi 
there is milk in a male Tiger. \^i they are called Upoti to I*- 
tra6t, or to declare their full pUrpose, or to tfendtflr thi^fi^ 

X Statius Achill. L« i» 
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Mourn proudcft empires prostrate in the duft. 

Tiaras 

reasons to tlie country, they give us manlfefios and declara^^ 
thfij from their clubs. They tell us of corruption, and re- 
form, and all the sophisms or anarchy and revolution. So 
thundered the Orator of Athens against such men : *' Ayri rn 
'* otvoSflMKiy ao(pariJLaTX Ivfianatri^ KM7capaypa(pc^s^ xai TTpof affeir, 
'* 7ron}pbraTOi ttv^fMTrwy noti aiixojraxoi,^*X ^"^ Justice has her 
bftlancci and the sword is not borne in vain* *^ jit bome^ (I 
*f take the words of Sir John Finch in the 4tii of Charles L) 
** at any rate Authority must bb vindicated from contempt^ 

•• SINCE THE IIFB OF OOVERNMBNT IS REPUTATION,*' ,And WC 

should remember, that '* None are so bold as the factious in 
company, none so fearful apart.'* We may have good hope, 
for we have a good cause. When perhaps the greatest states- 
man and the greatest orator that ever headec^an opposition, de« 
mands an audience of his Sovereign, I would willirtgly sufiposs^ 
that the principle of his heart/; not dtmocratick\ though I think 
his principles, in general^ are very dangerous at this time. 1 
would hope we may be redeemed. 

It was the boast of the Roman Emperor Augustus, that he 
found the city of brick, and left it of marble. I trust we shall 

not 

^•^^"■■^■^■■•■''■'■""'•■'■^■■'^^■■■"•^■'■^'^^•"■■■■""■"^•■^"' '""""■■ ■■■■"■■^"■■^" ' ' ' ' ' ■" I '• 

J Demosthenes, Orat. IIpo? A«xptT« 7ra/>«7pa99iv— *— ^Dem, 
Ed. Gr. Benenati 1570. p. 546, Why will not our Statesmen 
study Demosthenes ? Is he not allowed to be the very first poU- 
tical Orator ? Mr. Fox virtually understands his manmr better 
than any man in Engiand, He does not exert it for the samo 
good end* 
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Tiaras, f^nes, and pontifTj, crown and bust. 
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not reverse this memorable saying. I trust that the publici credit 
of the nation will revive, and that in this resjiecty when speaking 
of Mr Pitt, it will not be engraven with an iron pen and in the 
rock of England for ever, ** Aw earn in^trnit, chart aceam reli- 
qiiit." I think ! can difccrn the firm establishment of lawfal 
constitutional power in the plunges of meditated con vullion; 
and the return of day in the moment of greatest obscuration. I 
have loved my country from my earliest years, from a convic- 
tion of the excellence of the Constitution and of that balanced 
liberty it was formed to maintain. I am grateful for the pro- 
tection and the blessings it has ^ff^rcied, ai)d is yet mighty t9 
preserve. 

I am <3i^^/«, (much against my will, and I sincerely apologize for 
repeating the subject,) jfw^?//)* called upon to declare with solem- 
nity, and with that truth whicfc I have ever revered and preser- 
ved, that this whole composition, verse and pro^e, is the worlc 
of one hand. In this assertion I have ho mental reservation. I 
^never wore the weeds of Dominick, or drank from the cup of 
Loyp}^. If thi!^ declaration will not suffice, I shall leave th^ 
sable birds t)f detraction to the hoarseness of their own clamours, 
and to the worms on which they feed. I* shall spar upward to 
the source and'fountain of light. It is also frequently insinuated 
and sometimes boldly asserted, to be written in exjunction, with 
many learned and eloquent friends in the' groves and retreats of 
our beloved Academe. Tt is true indeed, " By the waters of 
♦• Cam 1 have fat dow^n and wept, when I remembered thee, O 
»* Sion ! as for my harp, I have often hanged it up among the 
♦* trees that are therein.'* I wished to •* bing one of the songs 
^f pf Sioiif" But, as it seems, it is an honourable Cons/iiracy^ % 

G^tt^iriff^ 
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And last, as through the smouldering flames you turn. 

Snatch 

Cons/iiracy to vindicate, to reCommend, and to uphold the caUse 

of government, of Christian religion, of learnipg, and of good 

manners. Would it were so! Such Onited talents might 4» 

their perfect work, I have only to lan)ent the unworthiness of 

bim who has prefumed, without assistance or co-operation, t^ 

undertake that office ALONE ; 

. •. •* To intermit no watck 

Against THE WAKEFUL , i, and wide abroad^ 

'[hrotigh allthe coaitiof dark a truction^ SEEK 

Deliverance for us all!" 

If indeed I had either personal hope, or perfonal fear, in the 
political or in the literary world, I think it will be allowed that 
I should not have published this work. He muft reconcile 
contradiaions who will dispute this afsertion. Whom have I 
courted? to whom have I bowed? Arbritrary power in zof 
shape is my abhorrence. I have walked in the school of Locke, 
and have pafscd through that of Sidney. But I have, in thii 
hour of inaturest reflection, approved and held fast the tempered 
do6trines which uphold government and prevent confusion.^ 

In tke political matters of this time, my suit and service i^ nM 
rendered pirionaliy to Mr. Pitt. Upon mem can haivi no tl^nui 
JMy service is to my Country, and my praife to the Minister. of 
the Crown of Great Britain. My praife is to him, who by deli* 
berate and undaunted firmneis, with an unblenched dignity, by 
commanding powers in speech and argument, and by vigorous 
measures, though without that promptitude of decision whick 
marked his great Father, has preserved and supported (long 
io^y beprfserye.and suppQrt them!) the principle and stability 
pf th^ English government, ^nd. constitution* Th^ main^nt^ 
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Snatch the Palladium» though the Temple burn, 

666 



END OF THE FOEM. 



0f Englami gots nAiitb me in this. Such I esteem Mr. Pitt : ai 
sach I honour him. Jm I his emmy? 1 set hU crrors'and his 
vices too, and I lay no flattering unction to them. I am alive to 
all his poblick virtu es, and I would correct their aberrations, 
fur they are many. 

As to Mr. Foxj that he has not discerned the signs 
of these times, I will not afsert; but that his impru- 
dence, his unbridled licence of langaage, and his plunging 
4 esperate doctrines in times like these, in and oat of Parliament, 
bave alienated the mind of his country /roM Him, that I will 
maintain. If I were to give credence to aff his speeches which 
I have either heard or read, I must declare them to be the 
doctrines of a man ripe and ready for atty revolation. If he is 
honest in his dpinion, I can neither think nor pronoance him 
honest to his country. He should not have tAus exhibited him* 
self in the House, or on the Hustings. Nm hoc ista sHi tem/tus 
speciacula Ji$seit i I pass over the primrose path of dalliance oa 
St. Ann's Hill ; ihough I would fain cast a withering look on 
the nocturnal orgies of dicing depredation and of patrician 
plunder before the walls of the palace, in the very face of t 
virtuous and insulted Sovereign. I will separate the maft* 
from the leader of opposition. I am ready to bow, and I do 
bow, to his genius, to his political eloquence without an equal, 
to his knowledge various, deep, and extensive. His pleasaiitry» 
kis social friendly disposition, and the good temper of his private 
conversation are acknowledged. But if he is ever io direct the 
councils of this kingdom, he must tread back siifMst gHh\t steps. 

If he turns toovR government, be must hi horn again. 

With 
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With opinions bold and candid as these I might obtain some 
respect and perhaps some attention from the poblick, but I could 
hardly please either Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox, If I soaghc 
persona] fame; my motive is still more visionary.. No man 
can account for it. He who loved fame best, said of it« 
*^ Just what you hear, yon have." I am wholly unknown. 
It is very pr6per that I - should be so. Yet I would be 
understood even on this point. I have not the sacred fear 
of a coward, but the deliberate courage which is inspired 
by reflection, and the confidence which ~ I am proud to 
repose in honourable friendship. Some literary enter* 
prizes are indeed rather hazardous in their nature. Mine are 
of that number. Yet I love decorum and I would be guided 
by discretion; but it is not the form only of those virtues^ 
lefined through certain strainers, that I would preserve, it is the 
spirit. I would have gentleness without timidityi and decisioa 
without presumption. But I must feel the pressing nature of the 
time, the burthens, the terrors, the perils, and the necessity or 
THE STATE. Whocvcr would do a publick service, must forget 
himself. His remuneration is from within. As to myself, 
however unavailing my actions, my sentiments, my abilities, or 
my services, they are unknown, unsought, unsolxcztid, 
mud Jbail hi unaltered. In spirit, in principle, and ia 
afFectioDy my^ words and my thoughts are these : 

Non ante revillarf 
Sxanimm quMm ti t^mhlictar Roma, tuum^ui 
N§men^ Libeetas, t$ inmttm fr^sequar umbram ! 



THE END* 
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The Reader is dedred to correct the foDowihg Errata. 

p. $0, note (1) line 17. for ist^ readsix/. 

p, 04, note (d) line 3 from the bottom, after the word fp read 0CU 

p. 124, note (jiy) line 4, iovywng^ n^ijf9ungme»^^\ 

p. ^33i L 3059 for JW/f^i read <kme^ 
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 
Ihts Day isl^uhlishid^ a new Edition^ being the Thtrd^ price is. 6Am 

The IMPERIAL EPISTLE from KIEN LONG, 
SMfEEOiL OF CflfNA; 

To GEORGE. THE THJllD, 
KINC or GJRJEAT BRITAIN, *w>c. 

IN THE YCAlPff94. 

Transmitted from the Emperor, and presented to his Britannitk Majefty hf 
His Excellency the Right Hon. George Earl Macartney of the Kingdom of 
Ireland, K.B. Ambassador extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to theEmpt* 
ror of China in the Years 1702, 1793^ and 1794. 

Tranflated into English verfe from the original Chinese Poetry. With notet 
by various Persons of Eminence and Oistin&ion, and by the Tnafiator. 



ICNOTUM RUTULIS CARMXN CGELOQUE LATINO 
FINCIMUSy £r FINIM EGlLESSl LECEMQUE PRIORtTM* 



K* B. It is thought proper to mention, that *^ the Imperial Epistlfe*' is mi 
a buriesfue Poem in any sense of the word. But it is a Poem founded 
upon the circumitances of the times, delineating the characters of the 
Statcfmen of Great Britain, with satire, with pleafantry, or with pnifr j and 
exhibiting a pi^ure of Europe at the period of it's date. The whole is (as 
the title implies) conveyed under Cbinefe imagery and alluiions, iiluftrafied 
by references to origiaal Writers, confiftent with its Plan and Subjc^ 
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BOORS printed for T, Bbcket, Pall-Mal*. 

I. A. VIEW of NATURE, in Letters to a Traveller among 
Jtx, the Alps. Six Volumes, 8vo« iL i6s. Boards. - 

a- An ANALYSIS of the POLITICAL HISTORY of 
INDIA. 5$. in Boards. 

3. PHILOSOPHICAL RHAPSODIES, Fragments of Ak. 
utTR of Betlis : Cbntaining Reflections on the Laws, Man- 
ners, Customs, and Religions of certain Asiatic, AfriCj, and 
European Nations. 3 Vols. 15s. in Boards. 

4. A TOUR through Parts of England, Scotland^ and 
Wales, in 1778. 2 Vols. ' 10s. in Boards. 

5. A LETTER to the Honourable the Court of Directors 
of the East India Company, Nov. 15, 1784. 2s. 6d. 

6. THOUGHTS on MARTIAL LAW, with a Mode 
recommended for conducting the Proceedings of General Couits 
Martial. Inscribed to the Gentlemen of the Army. . 2d Edit. 
Price 28. 6d. 

ft;^ Complete Sets in 7 Volumes, Octavo, may be had as 
above. Price Two Guineas, bound and lettered. 

By Richard Joseph Sulivan, Esq. F.R. and A.S* 

7. TRACTS UPON INDIA. Written in the Years 1779, 
• 1780, and 1788. By John Sullivan, Esq. With subsequent 

Observations by him. Beaatifully printed on a superfine wove 
Paper and hot-pressed, in One large Volume, Octavo, Price 
Hal^a-Gainea in Boards* 

8. The Works of Tobias Smollett, M. D. with Memoiri 
of his Life ; to which is prefixed, a View of the Commence- 
ment and Progress of Romance. 

By John Moore, M. D. 
Complete, in 8 Vols. Octavo. Price 4J. 4s. neatly bound. 

9. The complete Works of the Rev. L. Stermb. With 
Plates. In 10 Vols, fmall Octavo. Price al. as. neatly bound, 

10. The Works of John Hall Stevenson, £sq. contain- 
ing Crazy Talcs, Fables for grown Gentlemen, Lyric Epistles^ 
Pastoral Cordial, Pastoral Puke, Macaroni Fables, Lyric Con- 
solations^ Moral Tales, Monkish Epitaphs, Essay on the King's 
Friends, &c. &c. with Notes, and a Preface by the Editor. With 
several Foems now first published, and adorned with*Cuti. Ii| 
3 Vols. Svo. 15s. in Boards. 

11. EMMA CORBETT. By Mr. Pratt. 9th Edition, 
a Vol. 6s. sewed. 

iz. MISCELLANIES in Prfse and Verse. B/ the 
4, Vols. 14s. sewed. 
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